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Dear OPA Members,

R

A    few weeks ago, I put the treadmill of my life on hold, and found 
a hammock perch with a clear view of calm, deep blue ocean, 

framed by impossibly crimson and violet early morning skies. 
Like many of you, I found myself pondering—where are we 

going and what really matters? Was 2021 as challenging as 2020, and 
will the coming year 2022 offer relief? 

We may each have different answers, but the shifting of our lives 
to a new normal is underway—as if anything was ever normal—and 
as if we’re not always shifting with the ups and downs of life.

When life is abundant and thriving, we tend to feel our indepen-
dence and invincibility. Now, we realize our true interdependence 
—our need for connection.

I’m wondering if we’ll continue to separate and divide, or if we 
might use the challenges to blossom—to live life like we’re in this 
together—as world citizens and as a community of astrologers.

What I know is that, as we develop our professionalism and 
our multi-cultural, ethical awareness, we can provide a clear con-
tainer for those who seek our guidance. We can offer both tangible 
support and compassion while we create more meaningful frame-
works for working and growing together.

Our sacred art is valuable in giving meaning to life—reminding 
us that the challenging planetary energies never leave the sky but 
continue to move through different aspects of our lives, offering the 
gifts of maturity, awakening, surrender, and transformation.

As we read or create the astrological forecasts for 2022, I hope 
that in the face of what we perceive to be challenging realities, 
we’ll do our best to remain empowered—holding in awareness 
that potential fate can be impacted by free will.  At least, I’m still 
clinging to that belief, even as the South Node in Sagittarius sails 
into the sunset. 

We check the weather report to know if it’s going to rain or be 
sunny, so we can walk out the door feeling prepared.

Let’s walk into 2022 knowing that while there are still scattered 
showers, but the Sun is always present. 

In gratitude,
Kay
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Welcome to Our  
December 2021 Solstice Issue

by William Sebrans

"And the seasons, they go round and round 
And the painted ponies go up and down 
We’re captive on the carousel of time… 
We can’t return, we can only look 
Behind, from where we came 
And go round and round and round, in the 
circle game..."

(film —Time Carousel)

Is it so, as Lady of the Canyon Joni Mitchell 
sings, that as the seasons pass, we just go 
round and round in a circle game?

I would like to think of our journeys as 
more than mechanical wheel spins; ascend-
ing spirals is my preferred vision, yet truth 
told—evidence of descending octaves in 
many of life’s social and political venues are 
uncomfortably abundant.

The thing is—I always wonder who, 
anyway, is this mysterious “we” that the 
politicizing pundits, pleading theologians, 
and counseling astrologers refer to in their 
(our) urgent tracts imploring what we must 
do… or, rhetorically asking what we have 
learned this past year?

Are they (we) addressing the median 
point of the collective, the all-defining norm in 
its rise and fall on the graph of moral and spir-
itual evolution? Or are they addressing me, 
and you, personally — how we have grown, 
changed, and improved our moral, energetic, 
and physical footprint on the planet?

Speaking for myself, I keep learning 
and re-learning the important things—
often one step forward, a half-step back-
ward. Wisdom and presence are ultimately 
asserting themselves here in my lane, if not 
in a grand wave, at least in a perceptibly 
growing swell.

As far as the collective, I wouldn’t say 
how the stats play out; the testimonies 
are mixed. That said, I hold it as more con-
structive to make daily decisions toward 
(rather than an analysis about) emphasiz-
ing what is working, what is improving 

and transforming, and let the analysts 
crunch their sad numbers in the basement 
of pessimist-shaded reason. 

This approach of decision-based 
“cagey optimism” is endorsed and mod-
eled by wordsmithing sun sign astrologer 
Rob Brezsny in Pronoia– the Antidote to 
Paranoia, who asserts that “Everyone who 
believes in the devil is the devil” …

…and that… 

“Evil is boring. Cynicism is pointless. 
Fear is a bad habit. Despair is lazy. 
Hopelessness is self-indulgent. On the 
other hand: Joy is fascinating. Love is an 
act of heroic genius. Pleasure is our birth-
right. Chronic ecstasy is a learnable skill.”

In theory, the art and practice of 
astrology equips its practitioners, and sub-
sequently their clients, with deepening 
clarifications and realizations about their 
challenges and potentials in ways that 
upgrade their vibrant participation in the 
world — thereby uplifting the world itself 
one little spark of consciousness at a time.

Sounds good. But haven’t “we” learned 
from our own experience and witnessing 
that of our fellow sojourners that the men-
tal recognition of a worthy insight or truth 
carries little currency without their daily 
embodiment in the trenches of work, love, 
relationship, and well-being?

Pundits predict, scientists predict, theo-
logians predict, and astrologers predict.

Prediction is normal, and a distinct-
ly human function that marks the homo 
sapiens as perhaps cleverer, for better or 
worse, than other sentient beings. At least, 
that most of us are aware of. We are mean-
ing-makers, by design, and are given to proj-
ect forward from the memory of time expe-

rienced in the past into the future, along the 
arcs of yet clarified fate and destiny.

As counseling, evolutionary, horary, 
predictive and/or mundane astrologers—
whatever your brand or breed. It seems 
that, along with refining our chops in inter-
preting heaven’s mandates and sugges-
tions—at the heart of the matter, we are 
called to dial down our realizations more 
reverently to their application in inte-
grated action at ground level.

We—you and I—are called to know 
things not just in our chattering minds, 
or even in our willing hearts, but to grok 
them in our cells. Poet T.S. Eliot, in The Four 
Quartets sums it out simply:

“We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring 
Will be to arrive where we started 
And know the place for the first time"

 

This Solstice Edition of The Career 
Astrologer, heralding 2022, features 
offerings that explore—predictions and 
visions for the coming year, finding lost 
things, love in the retrograde cycles, music 
in the astrological lanes, and other fine fare.

Browse through our Table of 
Contents to savor what fits your mood 
and timing. You don’t have to read it 
all at once.

And if you’re feeling retro Old 
World, you can get the impressive and 
inviting print version, you know—the 
best way to go, in my experience.

https://www.opaastrology.org/
store/magazine-subscription 
 
Thank you for your valued partici-
pation in what OPA has to offer and 
receive from you.

William Sebrans is an OPA Board member who 
serves as the main editor of the Career Astrologer. 
Starting with the Gurdieff work, since the 1990s, he 
has a long-standing practice of Astrology, Human 
Design, and coaching/mentoring, integrating what-
ever modalities serve to activate the client in moving 
deeper and forward. Most recently, he is a graduate 
of Deborah Houlding’s most excellent STA Horary 
Training, and has an enduring fondness for blueber-
ries, golden retrievers, and Brazilian-style guitar.
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Transits Transits 
of the of the 
SeasonSeason

Q lJ Capricorn Solstice—
Manifesting our goals (December 21) 

As the Sun travels into this Earth sign 
21st of December we celebrate Winter 
Solstice in the Northern Hemisphere, 
and Summer Solstice in the Southern 
Hemisphere. In the Northern Hemisphere 
where I live, it means we are finally getting 
our Sun back following the longest and 
darkest period of the year. 

The ancient Germanic peoples cele-
brated this time that they called Yule, a 
time when the Sun finally made its return. 
As Christianity evolved, these two holidays 
were intertwined into what we today cel-
ebrate as Christmas. The birth of Christ 
(the Sun) is celebrated 3 days after the 
Solstice, because it takes 3 days for the 
Sun to begin moving back north with 
the promise of light returning.5

Capricorn is the last earth sign of the 
zodiac, known for representing tremendous 
resilience and determination. This sign 

exact aspect, albeit they will still be within 
orb of a square in the course of 2022.

The last time these planets met in a 
square aspect was during the years 1999-
2000 when they were in opposite signs 
(Saturn in Taurus and Uranus in Aquarius) 
At the time, we experienced signifi-
cant changes, for example, through the 
European Union where the Euro currency 
(taurus) began circulating. 

Where Uranus asks us for change, 
Saturn is tightening its grip. In the course 
of 2021, many people have perceived covid 
measures and vaccinations as a limitation 
of their freedom, confronting the scientific 
establishments, while others felt that vacci-
nation measures were not rigorous enough 
—all summing out to a typical expression 
of this square. 

Additionally, the continual rise of 
crypto-currency also signify changes still in 
process for our economic systems.

TMJ RETROGRADE VENUS in 
Capricorn DEC 19, 2021 to JAN 29, 
2022

Since Dec 19, the Goddess of love 
and pleasure has been retrograding in 
Capricorn. Venus retrograde periods invite 
us to take a closer look at the meaning of 
our deeper values, especially those playing 
out in our close relationships. 

These retrograde periods were 
observed thousands of years ago by the 
Aztec and Maya cultures and were seen as a 

December 20, 
2021 to

March 20, 2022

BY ANNE SUNDELL

is sometimes metaphorically described in 
the imagery of a goat climbing a moun-
tain, steadily until it reaches the top. The 
fruit of these efforts and achievements 
give us authority and credibility, to be able 
to guide and distinguish what works from 
what doesn’t. With a new year coming, we 
are invited to look back and evaluate our 
achievements, as well as aiming for future 
possibilities. 

When the Sun is travelling through 
the sign of Capricorn, we are presented 
opportunities to make more out of our les-
sons and implement them – turning ideas 
into concrete actions. 

The Capricorn ingress chart gives us 
clues about the next season: With the 
Moon in Cancer opposing Venus and 
Pluto in Capricorn, we may identify some 
stresses, perhaps as a result of the pandem-
ic limiting our mobility outside our home. 

Mars in Sagittarius, conjunct the 
South Node, may evoke a need to voice 
our truth and opinions. Because it is on the 
South Node, the expression can turn volatile.

We can aim at new year resolutions to 
time set the strategies for making it to suc-
cess. Which new opportunities can you see 
yourself grab onto 2022? 

W4X  Last exact SATURN/
URANUS Square (December 24) 

The Saturn/Uranus square in Aquarius/
Taurus has been an ongoing theme in 
the course of 2021. We are now at the last 

ABCDEFGHIJKLM-

NOPQRSTLMUVWYZabcdef-

ghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

123456789 []\;’,./[]\



page 7V30-04 DECEMBER SOLSTICE 2021

 
the Nodes were in these signs was back 
in 2003-2004.1 During this time, there 
were important economic and resource 
management reforms taking place, as the 
Euro was stabilizing as a currency and 
news on possible abrupt climate change 
was highlighted by scientists (3). We also 
had the SARS outbreak whose virus was 
identified in the beginning of 2003 (4), 
and the tsunami disaster in December 26, 
2004, as well as breakthroughs in studying 
and identifying the human genes (Human 
Genome Project 2003).

The North Node can be interpreted 
as the needle of a compass pointing us 
towards the direction we are aiming for. 
This cycle might then represent a time 
when we need to find solutions to stabiliz-
ing the economy after the pandemic, and 
also, how we manage the earth’s resources 
— stressing the awareness and importance 
of ongoing climate change. Uranus’s ongo-
ing transit through Taurus will continue to 
evoke innovative technical solutions to our 
material challenges, such as those coming 
from green architecture and waste/pollu-
tion conversion.

Because of the transformation of 
Scorpio into Taurus, karmic astrologer 
Martin Shulman7 thought that this Nodal 
Axis placement was one of the strongest 
and also, one of the most difficult. The 
South Node in Scorpio is drawn to emotion-
al intensity and instability, but the lesson 
is to find peace and harmony through the 
North Node in Taurus. It might therefore be 
important to learn to forgive and forget, to 
see things for what they are and not hold 
grudges of the past. We might also want 
to examine all the possibilities for build-
ing something new and stable after a time 
when many of our society’s vulnerabilities 
and unreliable systems have been exposed. 

This transit is especially prominent for 
those with planetary placements in these 
signs, as the Nodes will activate these plan-
ets during the transit. Nodal axis transits are 
interpreted as developmental phases that 
can feel fated. 

U lJ Mars ingress into Capricorn 
(January 25th to March 5th) 
Ambition galore!

On January 25th Mars is joining Venus, 
Mercury, and Pluto in Capricorn. This cluster 
shows a need for strong determination and 
rigor in our actions. Mythologically, Mars is 
considered aggressive and often a trouble-
maker, causing quarrels wherever he went. 
With Mars in Capricorn, there may be con-
frontations with authority figures or com-
petition in our career arena. Positively, it 
fosters our ambition and perseverance, and 
so, we may find ourselves “getting down to 

time when this ancient war Goddess under-
went a total makeover. Venus retrogrades 
every 18 months for a period of 6 weeks. 
As she gets within 10 degrees of the Sun, 
she is no longer visible in the evening 
sky, and becomes invisible for 10 days or 
so, to then reappear in the morning.

She was interpreted as travelling from 
the feminine principle when setting as an 
evening star after the Sun, to becoming 
masculine when rising as a morning star.

Venus retrograde periods are some-
times viewed as time when we need to 
revisit our deepest desires. Symbolically, 
this cycle might be seen as a time of testing 
— to better discriminate between what´s 
important in our lives and what can be left 
out. Issues and people from the past may 
well reappear.

The previous Venus retrograde cycle 
in Capricorn was eight years ago, (Dec 22, 
2013 to Feb 2, 2014). It can be instructive to 
look back at what was going on in your life 
back then, as this might shed some light on 
the upcoming themes.2

When Venus is retrograding, we might 
not be able to see our relationships for 
what they really are until the retrograde 
period is over. It can be a time with many 
questions and doubts, but clarity returns 
when the planet goes direct again. Personal 
retrograde planets are often associated 
with a strong need for introspection as the 
planet energy is turned inward, giving it 
a more psychological nature.6 No wonder 
many astrologers and people interested 
in spiritual development have such place-
ments in their birth charts! One example 
can be that of astrologer and theosophy 
Alan Leo, who was born with no less than 
all three personal planets (Venus, Mercury, 
and Mars) retrograding at birth. 

T!Z  VENUS Station conjunct 
PLUTO

On Christmas Eve Dec 24, Venus in 
retrograde motion comes to conjunct 
Pluto at 25 Capricorn. Venus, represent-
ing material assets, might bring stronger 
focus on materialistic values when con-
junct Pluto. Pluto reveals hidden truths and 
represents the need to re-empower, to be 
reborn through deep sourcing of our will. 
Issues around personal power and attitude 
towards wealth might undergo a transfor-
mation. The area of your chart where you 
find 25 degrees of Capricorn might tell you 
about the area of life where this change 
will take place.6

As we revisit our past, Venus retro-
grade may be a great time to check out flea 
markets and bring new value to old posses-
sions. You might find the thing you exactly 
need there!

V lL Jupiter enters Pisces 
(January 25th to March 5th) Breaking 
invisible borders  

Jupiter has been in the Air sign 
Aquarius for most of the last year and 
we can now welcome its entrance into 
the Piscean realm. During 2021, we have 
had the joy of witnessing the growth of 
the astrological community and the new 
forms of cooperation that have been 
established. With an increasing impor-
tance put on ethics and morals for astrol-
ogy practice, we now have now the IAEA, 
a new organization for ethics in astrology! 
Jupiter now enters Pisces, the sign it tradi-
tionally rules, a combination that dissolves 
boundaries and opens new horizons. If we 
are not careful, this might create confusion 
and difficulty finding a clear direction. In a 

positive way, Jupiter in Pisces may inspire 
us to seek new meanings and find new 
inspiration.

As it enters Pisces, Jupiter is squaring 
the nodes at 0 degrees Sagittarius/Gemini, 
giving us the possibility to integrate the past 
and the future in a fruitful way. We cannot 
move forward without also considering and 
making efforts around what still requires our 
attention. While we experience limitations in 
our lives, Jupiter in Pisces inspires us to find 
new freedoms and overcome obstacles. This 
is a time to make future dreams come true.6

<> lBH True Lunar Nodes 
ingress into Taurus/Scorpio: (January 
19, 2022, to July 18 2023) —  
The search for harmony

Another significant and impactful 
energy shift this time is the transition of the 
Moon’s Nodal Axis into the signs of Taurus 
(North) and Scorpio (South) —which means 
that during the next 18 months, eclipses 
will take place in this axis. The last time 

Personal  
retrograde planets  

are often  
associated with 

 a strong need for  
introspection as  

the planet energy  
is turned inward,  

giving it a more  
psychological nature.
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Transits of the SeasonTransits of the Season
business” …and actually enjoying it.1 Mars 
is traditionally considered exalted in this 
sign, meaning that Mars’s more construc-
tive qualities can be emphasized. 

U!T!Z Mars/Venus/Pluto conjunc-
tion 27 Capricorn (March 3rd)

A truly unique conjunction between 
Mars, Venus and Pluto bring tremendous 
intensity in the beginning of March 2022.2 
This powerful energy will occur in close 
proximity to the New Moon at 12 degrees 
Pisces. Most planets around this time are 
in introverted signs (Earth and Water), 
emphasizing a strong need to process 
things within. 

Venus and Mars are associated with 
relationships, sexuality, and also, with the 
economy. In combination with the New 
Moon, we may expect significant new 
changes and decisions in these matters. 
Following the Venus Retrograde phase, 
perhaps many people will feel the need to 
make changes in their relationships or in 
financial matters.

While the New Moon with Jupiter 
can bring new inspiration and faith, look-
ing at the brighter side of things, Mars/
Venus/Pluto represent an uncompromising 
approach. Ideally, this energy will help us 
implement our ideals in practical ways.

R !W4X  New Moon 12 Aquarius 
Conjoining Saturn and Squaring 
Uranus (January 31st)

This New Moon in Aquarius lands 
very close to the infamous Saturn/Uranus 
square. This will highlight the importance 
of socio-economic changes. Aquarius 
brings awareness about social justice and 
liberation. Saturn and Uranus represent a 
battle between the old and the new, the 
traditional and the modern. As the New 
Moon activates this square, we may be put 
into situations where we must find balance 
between the reliance on past experience, 
and the need to risk implementing new 
ideas and strategies. 

Maybe this is a time to challenge 
yourself to do something that you don’t 
usually do, such as signing up for a train-
ing or a recreational activity that puts you 
out of your comfort zone? Or connect 
with a stranger…or reach out to friend 
you haven’t heard from in a while. Finding 
excitement in the simple things might do 
the trick. 
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Astrology provides mean-
ing to time and equips us 
with unparalleled perspec-

tive as we navigate existence. We 
now look at 2022 with probing 
eyes, anticipating what the major 
planetary players may bring to our 
shores over the next 12 months. 
Being informed can foster our cop-

Introduction  
to  

OPA LIVE 
 by Maurice  
Fernandez

OPA LIVE OPA LIVE SPECIAL

   

FOUR ASTROLOGERS DISCUSS 

THE YEAR 2022   
AND THE USA PLUTO RETURN

R

ing skills, help us make the best of 
opportunities, and perhaps ampli-
fy the drama of it all. Is astrology 
helping us reduce stress or does it 
make us more anxious? Can we do 
anything about future trends if we 
are expecting them? Knowledge is 
a responsibility and must be pre-
sented and used wisely.

We invited leaders in the field, 
four astrologers with different 

approaches and skillsets to provide 
a mix of modern and traditional 
perspectives on the coming trends: 
The Nodal shift to Scorpio/
Taurus, the Pluto Return of the 
USA chart, Jupiter’s fast track 
through Pisces and then Aries, 
and both Venus and Mars retro-
grade cycle. 

The articles presented here in 
the OPA LIVE section follow a Live 
presentation available on video to 
members and subscribers. Two of 
the articles are available for OPA 
members only. We encourage you to 
become an OPA member and enjoy 
these benefits along with 20 more 
astrology presentations per year.

To all of us, many blessings for 
a meaningful year 2022! May this 
be the year for healing on all levels.

Being informed can 
foster our coping skills, 
help us make the best 
of opportunities, and 
perhaps amplify the 

drama of it all. Is  
astrology helping us  

reduce stress or does 
it make us more  

anxious?
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JULIJA SIMAS   
ÖNER DÖŞER 
MAURICE FERNANDEZ        
ACYUTA-BHAVA DAS      

 

Scorpio (moving in 2022 to Libra), Leo, and 
Gemini. This is the same star pattern that 
was operating back in the 1770’s —when 
Pluto was also in Capricorn. (See charts, 
following page.) It was a time of indepen-
dence for the USA and the conquering of 
Australia by Captain James Cook for the 
British crown. A time of revolutions and 
rebellions when feudalism and absolute 

monarchies began to give way towards 
societies aspiring for liberty and equality. 

With Mars, the least retrograde of all 
planets, orbiting in a 22-26-month return 
cycle, we notice his cycle is not as symmet-
rical as Venus’s. Yet when we tie the two 
planets’ cycles together as we look at a year 
ahead, we gather the unfolding story in any 
astrology chart. Venus represents the val-
ues and trends upheld in our societies and 
popular culture, while Mars is activating 
and taking action for the values we uphold 
and stand by.

As Venus makes her next retrograde 
in Capricorn, she will conjunct the Sun 
and form a Star Point at 18° on the 9th of 
January 2022. This means that she has a 
date to sort our relationship to all things 
associated with Saturn ruled Capricorn: 
governments, corporations, patriarchal 
structures, their authority, and con-
trol issues—all become a focus on the 
world stage. 

A  year that begins with Venus 
retrograde and ends with Mars 
retrograde is surely one that will 

re-structure, re-design, and re-configure 
many aspects of our lives. When these two 
faster-moving planets slow down to make 
bold statements by binding the start and 
end of a year,  we are called to take a closer 
look at their significance. 

The Venus cycle forms a five-pointed 
star pattern each time it conjuncts the Sun 
(whether direct or retrograde). The Venus/
Sun conjunction is referred to as a Star 
Point. Each of these conjunctions can be 
measured in many different segments from 
the micro cycle to the macro.

Venus starts to retrograde at 25° 
Capricorn conjunct Pluto, on the 19th of 
Dec, 2021, and Mars starts to retrograde at 
25° Gemini on the 30th of October 2022. 
This degree forms a trine aspect to the ini-
tial Venus Star Point in Libra (since 1879).  
We can connect the micro cycles of each 
planet and retrograde passes to the macro 
cycles that are repeating, giving us a better 
viewpoint on how to read and navigate the 
times ahead.

We can easily analyse each retrograde 
transit on its own, but the greater chal-
lenge is to understand the unifying thread 
tying them together, bringing past, pres-
ent, and future into deeper focus. 

• Every 9.5 months Venus moves 
back and forth from exterior (direct 
motion) to interior (retrograde 
motion) conjunctions to the Sun. 

• Every 19 months Venus makes one 
full synodic cycle with the Sun. 

• Every 8 years (5 full synodic cycles 
and 10 Star Points) create the Venus 
five-pointed Star pattern.

• Every 100 years, approx., Venus Star 
Points change signs, moving back 
into the adjacent sign (from Aries to 
Pisces, to Aquarius, etc…)

• Every 250 years, a whole star cycle 
pattern repeats.

• Every 1250 years, approx., the 
full Star will complete a 360° turn 
through the zodiac (by 2033, we 
have one star point crossing Zero 
Aries) *
 

Our Venus 5-point Star pattern current-
ly occurs in the signs of Aries, Capricorn, 

Patterns, Signs and 
Signals: Mars and 

Venus 2022
by Julija Simas
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The ongoing Saturn Uranus squares 
of 2021 (still in effect during 2022) have 
shown the growing power and control of 
governments, aligning with corporations 
over individual rights. The ongoing imple-
mentation of covid-19 related restrictions, 
lockdowns, health passports, mandates, 
have been a source of controversy in differ-
ent parts of the world. With Venus stationed 
retrograde conjunct Pluto, what will come to 
light, what will be revealed, what will be reas-
sessed in the months ahead with regards to 
the systems we are part of?

With Mars retrograding in Gemini at 
the end of 2022, the sign of information 
and media, we can foresee a need to reas-
sess the use of information, accountabil-
ity of the information we receive from all 

media sources, or of course, whoever may 
have an agenda to manipulate information. 
This retrograde cycle may push for more 
transparency in the use of information.

The last retrograde of Venus in 
Capricorn was 8 years ago (Dec 2013). Mars 
has a 15-17-year cycle and retrograded 
previously in Gemini during the course of 
2007 and 2008, moving from Cancer back to 
Gemini. This was the time of the disaster and 
great awakening resulting from the global 
financial crisis, alerting us about what elite 
financial circles were getting away with. It 
was around this time that brave new ideas 
were seeding in regard to new crypto cur-
rencies and bold moves were on the way 

With Mars  
retrograding in  

Gemini at the end 
of 2022, the sign of 

information and  
media, we can  

foresee a need to 
reassess the use of 

information,  
accountability of the 

information we 
 receive from all  

media sources, or  
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may have an agenda 

to manipulate  
information. 
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toward the decentralisation of corporate 
control, power, and finance.

Mars and Venus Returns 
The last time Venus and Mars retro-

grade started and closed a year was 32 
years ago, at the end of 1989 and begin-
ning of 1990.

• 1989-1990 
Venus stationed retrograde at  
6° Aquarius on Dec. 29, 1989, 
peaked as a Star Point at 28° 
Capricorn  on Jan. 18, 1990, and 
stationed direct at 20° Capricorn 
on Feb 8, 1990

• In 1990, Venus made another Star 
Point Conjunction to the Sun at  
9° Scorpio on Oct. 25, 1990 (an 
exterior conjunction) 

• Mars stationed retrograde at 14° 
Gemini,  Oct. 20, 1990;  
peaked in opposition to Sun at 5° 
Gemini,  Nov. 27, 1990; and 
stationed direct at 28° Taurus,  
Jan. 1, 1991.  

It can be instructive for us to recall 
what was going on in our personal lives 
back then. On the world stage, several 
impactful initiatives were launched that 
changed the structures of the past and 
advanced us greatly into the future. There 
was a strong focus of Saturn, Neptune and 
Uranus edging closer together in Capricorn; 
Pluto was in Scorpio, while Jupiter was 
moving from Cancer to Leo. The nodal axis 
and eclipses were targeting Aquarius /Leo 
and Capricorn/Cancer; Mercury retrogrades 
began in earth and transitioned to fire by 
years end, giving us a fuller picture of the 
astrological landscape at that time.

The end of 1989, 32 years ago, the 
world was excited about the coming 
down of the Berlin Wall, and a year of 
great political shifts followed. 1990 began 
with a singing revolution as the Baltic 
States moved to declare themselves inde-
pendent from the Soviet Union. East and 
West Germany were unified as the Soviet 
regimes further collapsed in Yugoslavia 
and other Eastern Bloc states as many new 
states and nations were born and reborn. 
Margaret Thatcher also resigned as UK’s 
Prime minister. On another front, we had 
the beginnings of a system that would 
change the world forever as Tim Berners 
Lee creates the first server for the coming 

World Wide Web revolution.  Interestingly 
the great Human Genome Project start-
ed, and the Hubble Space telescope was 
launched, opening us to the universe we’d 
never seen before. Harry Potter began to be 
written by JK Rowling and Nelson Mandela 
was released from prison after 27 years on 
Feb 13, 1990. 

I’ve been using these peak degree 
points of Mars and Venus as a way to con-
nect the astrological story in any given 
chart for many years now, as they clearly 
show and point to what’s ahead, gathering 
the focus, similar to the way we would use 
eclipse cycles and where they are coming 
into effect. 

Taking a quick look at the charts 
of Nelson Mandela, JK Rowling and Tim 
Berners Lee shows us how the above peak 
points highlight the story that unfolded for 
them during 1990.

Nelson Mandela
Nelson Mandela was freed from prison 

in February 1990, after 27 years in prison 
for fighting the Apartheid regime in South 
Africa. The Venus Star Point in Capricorn of 
1990 targeted his 1st house and opposed 
his Sun in the 8th house, with the station 
retrograde opposite his Neptune, and sta-
tion direct sextile his Moon. The 2nd Star 
Point in Scorpio in Oct, 1990 highlighted his 
11th house, making a square to Neptune 
and a sextile to his MC and trine to IC. (See 
chart, following page.)

The Mars station retrograde in Gemini 
1990 also targeted his MC and IC, and trined 
his natal Mars, while the Mars station direct 
squared natal Uranus. In the same period 
of 1990, Jupiter transited his natal Jupiter, 
Pluto, his Sun, and also Neptune as the 
nodal axis transited his 9th house planets, 
Saturn and Mercury.  

The 3 points pull together his 1st, 11th 
and 6th houses, his Sun, Moon and IC/MC, 
and freedom from his long term past con-
ditions, beginning a life travelling to foreign 
countries, encouraging support sanctions 
against the apartheid government.

JK Rowling
For JK, the 1990 Venus Point Capricorn 

happened in her 12th House, connecting to 
her Moon by trine, as the 2nd Star Point at 
9° Scorpio was in her 9th house, squaring 
her Sun in Leo in the 6th.  Mars looped in his 
retrograde at the IC, connecting her Virgo 

The end of 1989,  
32 years ago, the  

world was excited 
about the coming 

down of the Berlin Wall, 
and a year of great  

political shifts  
followed.
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planets by square and her Sun by sextile, 
the Sagittarius MC and finishing in the 3rd 
house in trine to her Moon. The sequence 
connects the 12th, 4th/3rd and 9th houses 
in a unique way. This was the time she con-
ceived the Harry Potter character and was 
busy writing with a new-found inspiration. 

At the same time, Saturn transited her 
12th house, Jupiter over her 5th/6th houses, 
and her Sun, Pluto over her natal Neptune, 
and the Nodal axis over her ASC/DSC.

For Tim Berbers Lee, (chart not shown), 
born 8th June 1955, London, UK (no time of 
birth available). The sequence above con-
nects the Venus Star Point at 28° Capricorn 
to oppose his Uranus at 25° Cancer and 

Jupiter conjunction at 29° Cancer. The 
Scorpio Star Point made a trine to his 
natal Mars at 9° Cancer and the Mars retro-
grade transit began conjunct his Sun at 14° 
Gemini. A great invention of the world wide 
web that would change our world was 
being birthed.

For easier navigation through a chart, 
stick to the peak points to find planets in 
retrograde vicinity. Remember Venus will be 
at around the same degree every 8 years, 
slightly moving backwards over time, sig-
naling a shift in perspective for this area of 
a chart. Mars will be within the same area of 
the chart in a 15-, 16-, or 17-year cycle.

Venus and Mars in 2022
From the examples above we may 

look closer at our own charts and how the 
coming peaks will target our charts in the 
year ahead.

• Venus stationed retrograde at 26° 
Capricorn on the 19th of Dec 2021; 
Venus peaks as a Star Point – Sun 
conjunction at 18° 43’ Capricorn on 

For JK, the 1990  
Venus Point Capricorn 
happened in her 12th 
House, connecting to 

her Moon by trine,  
as the 2nd Star Point 
at 9° Scorpio was in 

her 9th house,  
squaring her Sun in  

Leo in the 6th.   
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the 9th of Jan. 2022; and  
Venus stations direct at 11° 
Capricorn on the 29th of Jan. 2022

• Venus makes her second Star Point, 
an exterior conjunction Star Point 
at 29°26’ (the first since 1870) as 
Mars stations retrograde in trine  
(See chart.) 

• Mars stations retrograde at 25° 
Gemini, Oct. 30, 2022; peaks in 
opposition to Sun at 16° Gemini, 
Dec. 8, 2022; and stations direct at 
8° Gemini, Jan. 11, 2023 

• The current Mars cycle began at 15° 
Libra in Oct. 2021 and completes at 
25° Scorpio on Nov. 18, 2023

Peak Chart 2022
We can look ahead to connect the two 

Venus Star Points of 2022 and the Mars ret-
rograde peak. Where will you be activated 
to re-align your values and readjust your life 
accordingly? Where will Mars activate the way 
you take in information, voice your thoughts 
and ideas, circulate and share your new reve-
lations?

Look back 19 months ago when the last 
Venus interior conjunction to the Sun at 14° 
35’ Gemini on June 3rd, 2020, began (on the 
planetary North Node of Uranus 14° Gemini, 
and note how your world, the world has 
changed since. We learned to speak a new 
language that includes social distancing and 
lockdowns; a new norm established itself, 
activated by both Saturn freshly minted in 
Aquarius and the great resets on the world 

stage that occurred when Jupiter, Saturn, 
and Pluto were conjunct throughout 2020.

The latest Venus exterior conjunction 
to the Sun at 4° Aries, on the 25th of March 
2021, was conjunct Chiron and Ceres in 
Mars ruled Aries. This was a time when 
vaccinations became our focus, activating 
a movement that questioned these mea-
sures. Now, as we head toward Capricorn 
Star Point, questions about conformity, 
the use of authority, leadership, and new 
systems may arise. 

The most recent time Venus was 
conjunct the Sun in Capricorn (exterior 
conjunction Star point), was in early 2018. 
We saw American youth uprising against 
gun laws in the USA, and #metoo move-
ment against violence toward women 
worldwide. There were calls for Oprah to 
run for president, and Bitcoin’s rapid rise to 
its highest peak in its history thus far. This 
was a time when Epstein and Weinstein 
were on the world stage and the Extinction 
Rebellion began. 

In 2014, the last retrograde Star point 
in Capricorn, revolutions in Africa toppled 
leaders. In 2010 at the exterior conjunct 

point the Arab spring sparked off revo-
lutions throughout the Middle East. The 
previous cycle, in 2006 Pluto was demot-
ed to a Dwarf planet, and the movie The 
Inconvenient Truth was released about the 
dire straits on climate change. In 2002, we 
were getting the intel behind the war on 
terror and what lurked behind the 9/11 
attacks. (All these Capricorn Star points 
also coinciding with the sequence of the 
Scorpio Star Points that occur in October, 
respectively).

VENUS NEW STAR POINT – FROM 
SCORPIO to 29 LIBRA

2022 is unique because in October the 
second Venus Star Point moves back from 
Scorpio to Libra for the first time since 
the 1770’s (a time of discovery, invention, 
independence, revolutions and a new 
enlightenment). It heralds a shift toward 
liberty and equality, and more awareness 
about fairness.

When we put all the components 
together, we can expect many inconve-
nient truths arising, holding our governing 
systems accountable.  This can be a time 
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to reclaim our own authority and become 
accountable for our actions, top down, 
from leaders to individuals.

For more information on following the 
Venus Star and Pattern see Julija’s videos 
and other articles at https://cosmicintelli-
genceagency.com/julija-simas/

Julija Simas is the founder, motivator, designer 
and instigator of the C*I*A - Cosmic Intelligence 
Agency. Since 2005, the C*I*A has been her life’s 
mission, work, and inspiration in the world of 
astrology, working as a consultant, mentor, teach-

er, and presenter. Julija manages the C*I*A web-
site and the C*I*Academy program and connects 
astrologers from around the globe in the C*I*A’s 
unified cause. Julija has lectured and presented 
at many workshops and conferences around the 
globe and online over the years, facilitated many 
C*I*A Retreats and Star Camps since 2011, interna-
tional online Symposiums and workshops! Julija’s 
approach to astrology encompasses understanding 
the rich traditions of our past with an invigorat-
ing inspiration for now and future developments.  
www.cosmicintelligenceagency.com

This can be a time  
to reclaim our own 

authority and become 
accountable for our  
actions, top down, 

from leaders to  
individuals.
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astrology with the other two legs, the exper-
tise of the modern mind and compassion, a 
happier future can sit upon this stool. 

He reflects on the problem of attach-
ment and how it is a cause of poor deci-
sions. From this point, he explains that 
astrology can fill a gap between daily life 
and the modern mechanical world through 
an understanding of cycles. If world lead-
ers had understood and used astrology, 

the years covered in this book, 2002-2021, 
would have had different outcomes. Roy 
states “By understanding the controls, we do 
not lose control.” 

How to use astrology is the next sub-
ject he explores.  In his own life, he started 
learning astrology by following the Moon 

Book Review

This book is an anthology of the best 
work from Roy Gillett’s Working with 
the Planets column in the British 

Astrological Association’s Journal. 
Roy chose the essays from twenty 

years of material and organized them to 
give a clear outlook on world historical 
events and cycles from the viewpoint of 
mundane astrology. He explains that he 
selected these particular articles to put in 
this book so as to create “a systematic guid-
ance for the proper way to practice mundane 
astrology.” Roy shows events in the context 
of repeating planetary cycles. 

Beside discussing current events, Roy 
illustrates how to proceed free of prejudice 
and reveals clear ways to create happier 
lives. He has a deep understanding of 
Tibetan Buddhism, and these values under-
lie his thoughts and writing. 

In the first chapter, Roy calls astrology 
the “language of the universe” and empha-
sizes that it is but one leg of a three-legged 
stool. He suggests that if one combines 

Review by Arlan Wise

WORKING WITH 
THE PLANETS 
CLEARER 
UNDERSTANDING  
BETTER DECISIONS 
BY ROY GILLETT

around his chart, paying attention to the 
planetary retrograde periods, seeing when 
aspects are applying and separating. It 
made a difference in his life. He sees astrol-
ogy as a diagnostic tool, not necessarily 
meant to make predictions but measure 
pressure, possibilities, and social trends. 
“Astrology is abused when we seek to fix the 
future with our limited minds.”

There is a long chapter on the Middle 
East and the Iraq war.  He divides the events 
of the past twenty years into a chapter on 
2003-2008, and then 2009-2024. His last 
chapters bring us up to date with the titles 
Confronting Reality and A Way to a Better 
Future. The book includes two important 
appendixes – Astrology of Radical Economic 
Age and Answering Astrology’s Critics.

Roy is a good writer. It is a treat to read 
his sentences, i.e., “the end of an excessively 
Aquarian period of arrogant cerebral insensi-
tivity.” He gives us a good way to look back 
on history with through the lens of plane-
tary motions. Besides British history (since 
the journal is published in Britain for British 
members) he outlines world history. 

This is a rich book, full of history, polit-
ical commentary, and philosophy. It is also 
a book that teaches astrology in a way that 
makes it relevant for the students, as well as 
the seasoned astrologer. It is a great way for 
beginners to learn mundane astrology, as 
there are many examples and charts for the 
events. There is so much information that 
one will need to read it in bits to savor and 
digest all the material. 

An Aquarian like Roy is ideally suited 
for sharing these columns with their wide 
vision and embrace of the whole picture. It 
is an important book to have on your shelf. 

 
R

https://cosmicintelligenceagency.com/julija-simas/
https://cosmicintelligenceagency.com/julija-simas/
http://www.cosmicintelligenceagency.com
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spirit) the counterpoint extremes of austerity, 
destructive guilt, sexual repression, and exis-
tential angst (spirit without matter)?

In recent years, a deluge of sexual 
scandals has plagued religious institutions, 
while reports of gurus falling from grace 
have become the all-too-familiar tabloid 
headlines. Perhaps, we can also consid-
er that the degradation of our planet is 
a direct result of the split. If we perceive 
our bodies and sensuality as an obstacle to 
spiritual realization, wouldn’t that translate 
into the way we abuse our planet? The lack 
of integration between spirit and matter 
affects every aspect of our lives.

This brings us to the year 2022, 
where the spiritual nature of the pow-
erful new Jupiter and Neptune cycle in 
Pisces, is contrasted by the materially 
focused and sustainability conscious 
North Node in the earthy sign Taurus, 
with its ruler Venus retrograde in earthy 
Capricorn at the onset of the year.

Jupiter and Neptune in Pisces take us 
beyond the confines of time and space, 
releasing us from the weight of gravity and 
material limitations. They represent the part 
of us which is not only of flesh, but of spirit, 
and the ability to transcend physical incarna-
tion. They represent the part of us that travels 
when our body sleeps and survives physical 
death. Through Jupiter and Neptune, we 
are able to tap into larger realms of higher 
meanings and understand the big picture 
perspective of our existence. They represent 
the motivation to not only survive, but realize 
we are part of a larger whole.

Thus, as they come together again in 
Pisces in 2022, we have a unique opportu-
nity to embark on extraordinary adven-
tures to free our spirits. It is a time of vast 
openings where we sail open seas and 
risk going beyond the confines of security. 
Many of us will dare think bigger and take 
risks. It is a time of adventure. The promise 
of this conjunction is that nothing is impos-
sible, that there is magic in everything—
and where the gates to the great beyond 
open under Jupiter/Neptune’s auspices. 

Will this planetary alignment manifest 
in extraordinary inventions, new realizations, 
daring new ventures, and newfound free-
doms, particularly in the context of a world 
emerging from the confines of lockdowns? 
Jupiter and Neptune represent a naturally 
optimistic energy, the reliance of good will, 
adventure, faith, happy ending, and funda-
mentally… trust in life.

What could possibly go wrong under 
these epiphanies? 

P owerful alignments are ahead of 
us for the year 2022. This includes 
the 13-year Jupiter/Neptune cycle 

which, this time, resets in the sign of 
Pisces—the sign ruled by both the plan-
ets. In the backdrop, the Nodal Axis (18 
month-cycle in a sign) retrogrades from 
the Gemini/Sagittarius axis to the Taurus/
Scorpio axis.

MATTER and SPIRIT SPLIT
Perhaps before we dive into the 

meanings and interpretation of these new 
cycles, we can explore the context of our 
times—the recent years and the more gen-
eral trends that have affected culture to our 
present time.

From a big picture perspective, the 
past 2000 years have been under the 
influence of the Pisces Age. One of the 
outcomes of this age is a global culture 
where spirit and matter have been sepa-
rated from each other. The sign of Pisces 
represents the need for transcendence and 
higher meaning, often at the expense of 
material practicalities. This can go as far as 
a yearning for dis-incarnation, as an effort 
to regain our spirit. The split between spirit 
and matter has been prevalent in almost 
every spiritual tradition across the planet. 
For example, we see that people who chose 
to dedicate their life to spirit—the monks 
and nuns, sannyasis, or bhikkhunis—are 
all instructed to relinquish material attach-
ments and sensory gratification if they are 
to raise their spiritual vibration. The prom-
ise for the kingdom of heaven, the state of 
Nirvana, or other forms of spiritual realiza-
tion seem to favor a state where the mate-
rial and the sensual must be abandoned. 

In our lives, this can translate into 
two realities— one where materialism is 
deprived of spirit, and the other, where 
spirituality dissociates from material neces-
sities. Physical needs, possessions, money, 
sexuality, pleasure, and the care of our very 
bodies are often perceived as a distraction 
from spirit, and potentially corrupting, and 
therefore discouraged. 

2022 CROSSROAD BETWEEN 
MATTER and SPIRIT

I would argue that the split between 
matter and spirit has dire consequences 
on our civilization and culture, our physi-
cal and mental health, and the life of our 
planet. Could it be that the result of this split 
engenders fluctuation between the excesses 
of greed, gluttony, and abuse (matter without 

Of MATTER and SPIRIT: 
 The 2022 Transits

JUPITER/NEPTUNE conjunction 
at 23 Pisces (April 12, 2022)

The NODAL AXIS cycle in  
TAURUS/SCORPIO  

(JAN 18, 2022 – JUL 17, 2023)

by Maurice Fernandez
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If spirit does not meet matter—where 
we fail to integrate the meanings of aspi-
rational visions in tangible ways— then, 
Jupiter/Neptune can take the form of 
unhealthy manic episodes, unfounded 
optimism and subsequent crash, from 
euphoria to paranoia. For example, we 
could find ourselves losing faith—being 
misled and cheated because we trusted 
blindly, thereby paying the consequences 
of excessive zeal, loss of boundaries, denial, 
immunity breakdowns, and at worst—the 
sinking of the mother ship.

Jupiter/Neptune in Pisces can turn into 
a “bad trip.” We are called to understand 
during this transit how the risk of losing 
perspective, and ourselves, results from 
ungrounded escapism. We can avoid this 
outcome by making conscious efforts to 
harmonize spirit and matter. 

THE NODES IN  
SCORPIO–TAURUS
Begins January 18, 2022

In evolutionary astrology, the North 
Node represents an evolutionary impera-
tive, a balancing point that can stimulate 
growth and foster well-being. While the 
opposite South Node point captures our 
past experiences and what has conditioned 
us, the North Node tells us about the next 
steps necessary for integration and evo-

lution. Ultimately, both South and North 
Nodes need to function together as they 
complement each other.

With a Taurus North Node and Scorpio 
South Node, the template is obvious—
the yearning for stability, “normalcy,” and 
sustainable solutions (Taurus NN) will be a 
motivational force, especially following the 
last couple of years where we experienced 
such intensity, loss, and emotionally scar-
ring experiences that have shattered trust 
(Scorpio SN). The North Node in Taurus 
strives to reestablish a general sense of 
well-being, safety, and continuity, heal-

ing the scars of pandemic ruptures and 
upheavals, the shadows of conspiracies, 
and pent-up anger captured by the South 
Node in Scorpio.

Naturally the Scorpio/Taurus axis will 
bring focus to the economy, the use of 
resources, the quality and availability of 
food, and the general relationship with our 
planet: it represents our immediate reliance 
on the tangible.

THE FIRST WAVE OF 2022
The first 4 months of 2022 bring the 

dichotomy of spirit and matter to the fore-
front. This peaks in April when Jupiter 
and Neptune conjoin at 23 Pisces, in 
sextile and trine to the Nodal axis at 22 
Scorpio/Taurus. The day of the conjunc-
tion, April 12, Saturn is at 23 Aquarius and 
the Sun at 22 Aries join the orchestra. (See 
chart 1, at left.)

Transits work according to the context 
of the time. With focus on the economy 
highlighted by the North Node in Taurus, 
the year 2022 is met with enormous debt 
accumulated during pandemic times. This 
debt burden is a multifactored result of the 
unemployment crisis affecting services and 
the supply chain, mass-scale financial assis-
tance by governments depleting national 
reserves, and in many countries, the low-
ering of interest rates that have amplified 
artificial wealth through loans. 

We ask ourselves how the Jupiter/
Neptune conjunction will affect this sit-
uation — whether the financial bubble 
will burst because it is not sustainable, 
or whether we will, as a global econo-
my, restore balance more gracefully. We 
return to the initial theme of this article—
integration of spirit and matter: 

Did we learn any lesson from the pan-
demic? Did we succeed in any way to recon-
cile the material with the spiritual, and build 
more ecologically conscious and humane 
economic systems? Are we advancing 
towards goals of genuine sustainability? 

If anyone truly enjoyed our lock-
downs, it is Nature. Even a brief break from 
our relentless motion and consumerism 
showed extraordinary results.

Jupiter, with Neptune can offer the 
greatest grace or even miraculous healing. 
But when misaligned, they are instigators 
of natural events, particularly floods and 
plagues of massive magnitude. In their pre-
vious conjunction of 2009, Swine flu was 
officially recognized as a global pandemic 
and typhoons killed hundreds of people.

Naturally the  
Scorpio/Taurus axis 

will bring focus to the 
economy, the use of 

resources, the quality 
and availability of food, 

and the general  
relationship with our 
planet: it represents 

our immediate reliance 
on the tangible.
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FERNANDEZ time to connect with the striking visual 
light of both Venus and Jupiter in the 
morning sky. At OPA, we will mark this 
conjunction at I-Astrologer conference in 
Tucson, Arizona, connecting with our fel-
low star-beings in ceremony. We encourage 
you to join us or mark this conjunction your 
own way — inviting grace, healing, and 
solace into your life.

URANUS/NORTH NODE/MARS con-
junction at 18 TAURUS

Another critical milestone for the year 
occurs when Uranus, joined by Mars, exact-
ly conjuncts the North Node in Taurus by 
late July 2022. Uranus will be around the 
North Node for the greater part of the year, 
so the actual conjunction is part of a more 
extensive process. Notwithstanding, since 
Mars joins the conjunction when it exacts, 
we can expect both creativity and volatility 
to increase between the end of July and 
August. 

Uranus on the North Node often 
brings about important cultural develop-
ments. Previous occurrences – Capricorn 
in 1991 –brought about the revolutionary 
movement to dissolve the USSR and the 
infrastructure effort to build the World 
Wide Web. In Pisces in 2007—Uranus/
North Node saw the iPhone becoming 

Jupiter and Neptune can represent 
a precipitous ride from mania, ecstasy, 
and inflation …to loss of faith, hang-
overs, and deflation.

It is not uncommon to witness the rise 
in fanaticism and extreme—ungrounded—
ideologies during Jupiter/Neptune cycles, 
and like any bubble, they eventually burst 
with significant collateral damage.

Yet, the spiritual quality of Jupiter and 
Neptune cycles can positively bring the 
best out of us and, most importantly, an 
authentic dedication to realizing happiness 
and contentment—a mature freedom of 
spirit. The ecstatic nature of this conjunc-
tion doesn’t need to translate into a hollow 
manic episode, but more constructively, 
into the restoration of faith and trust, with 
the more profound opportunities those 
support. This conjunction, at its best, could 
advance solutions for the pandemic crisis, 
and represent steps to further harmonize 
needed economic development with a 
reverent care for nature.
 
THE PERSONAL

On a personal level, Jupiter/Neptune 
represent the aim to live more authentical-
ly and compromise less of what a person 
finds meaningful and true. With a North 
Node in Taurus, financial decisions will like-
ly be inspired by this motivation to live in 
alignment with one’s deeper values, and 
thus, potentially lead people to risk extri-
cating themselves from poor work condi-
tions, perhaps selling their assets and rein-
venting themselves elsewhere. The subse-
quent transit of Jupiter into Aries captures 
the need to create a new chapter in life.

JUPITER/VENUS CONJUNCTION 
— of Sweetness and Indulgence

On April 30, alongside Neptune, 
Jupiter will exactly conjunct Venus 
on the exaltation degree of Venus: 27 
Pisces. This will occur on the very day of a 
Solar Eclipse in Taurus, reiterating the “mat-
ter with spirit” theme. (See chart 2, at right.)

Eclipses in themselves are vortex-like 
times of unexpected twists and turns, and 
accelerated activation. With the ruler of 
the eclipse, Venus conjunct with Jupiter 
on her exaltation degree, we can hope for 
a moment of unification and grace, albeit 
with a risk of “sugar overdose.” Excesses and 
naïve indulgence are common to Jupiter/
Venus cycles. 

My personal recommendation is to 
mark this moment ceremoniously – take 

OPA LIVE OPA LIVE SPECIAL THE YEAR 2022  
available, as well as the anti-establishment 
rise of whistleblowing platform Wikileaks.

Uranus on the Nodes has also coin-
cided with important milestones in 
the field of astrology. For example, in 
1976, with the Uranus/NN conjunction in 
Scorpio, we saw the emergence of psycho-

Eclipses in themselves 
are vortex-like times 

of unexpected twists 
and turns, and  

accelerated activation. 
With the ruler of the 

eclipse, Venus  
conjunct with Jupiter 

on her exaltation  
degree, we can hope 

for a moment of  
unification and grace, 

albeit with a risk of  
“sugar overdose.”
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logical astrology with the release of classic 
books, such as a New Look at an Old Devil 
by Liz Greene, and Astrology, Karma, and 
Transformation by Steven Arroyo. In 1991-2, 
Project Hindsight was launched, recover-
ing, and translating ancient astrology texts.

Uranus on the North Node promises 
critically important cultural, technologi-
cal, and political development. Because 
it is in Taurus, we can expect advances or 
even breakthroughs in the economic sys-
tem—perhaps new technologies that can 
help sustainability in the use and mining 
of resources. Combining sky and earth, we 
may witness further development in the 
mining of celestial bodies, such as metal 
rich asteroids.

Uranus in Taurus brings technology 
into the human body, with the poten-
tial of advancing the controversial use of 
computer/microchip implants to enhance 
biological functions. We can speculate a 
time to advance the bionic human further 
into collective consciousness, engender-
ing both possible health benefits and 
enhanced physical capacities, and the risk 
of ill-intended manipulation.

Mars adds intensity and volatility 
as it combines with Uranus and the North 
Node by the end of July. This can trans-
late into earth events, such as tornadoes/
hurricanes, droughts, or the destruction/

contamination of crops (Taurus). We will be 
vulnerable to a heightened risk of cyber-at-
tacks, following the model of ransomware 
(discussed in last year’s article about the 
year 2021 forecast), that could destabilize 
infrastructure and the economy.

The year 2022 is unique in its extremes, 
and with the combinations of Jupiter and 
Neptune in Pisces, along with Uranus on 
the North Node, it encourages the need for 
liberation and expansion. We see immense 
creativity, supported by hope and faith. The 
risks of misuse have been described, and are 
considerable, but the important message to 
free our spirit remains. 

I wish us all to use this opportunity to 
ride the high spiritual currents of this year 
and remain grounded as gracefully as pos-
sible. Let us celebrate the sacredness of our 
bodies and our earth; let us heal the chasm 
between spirit and matter.

In prosperity and health!

Maurice Fernandez, author of the books 
Neptune, the 12th House, and Pisces and 
Astrology and the Evolution of Consciousness—
Volume One, is a leading Evolutionary Astrologer 
with a worldwide reputation of depth and excellence 
for his training program, publications, and con-
sulting work. He is currently based in Arizona and 
leads an acclaimed diploma program in Astrology. 
Maurice is OPA certified and served as the president 
of the organization for three consecutive terms 
(2014-2020). www.mauricefernandez.com 

VIVideos of OPA live presentations are available

 
R

http://www.mauricefernandez.com
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A S T R O L O G I C A L 
S A C R E D  S I T E  T O U R S

COMMENCES ATHENS GREECE
SEPTEMBER 13TH 2022

FOR FULL PROGRAM AND ALL ENQUIRIES
WWW.AQUARIUSRISING.NET.AU
INFO@AQUARIUSRISING.NET.AU

 

OPAastrology.org 

Visit us online for  

full details on  

free presentations,   

catalog of magazines, 

and much more!
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ONLINE  &    

TUCSON, ARIZONA

Realize your Dream to Become a  Successful Astrologer
I-ASTROLOGER

APRIL - JUNE 2022

APRIL - JUNE 2022 Realize your Dream to Become a  Successful Astrologeri-ASTROLOGER

WORLD CLASS FACULTY 
Professional astrologers and experts in their field will offer the resources, tools,  

and advice to help you thrive as a professional astrologer!
BRANDING, 
MARKETING

& SOCIAL MEDIA
Ana Zaharia

Giulio Pellegrini
Stormie Grace

Oner Doser
Hande Kazanova

Rick Levine

BECOMING A 
SUCCESSFUL 
ASTROLOGER

Kay Taylor
Maurice Fernandez

Steven Forrest
Wendy Stacey 

Alexandra Karacostas

SOFTWARE  
and APPS 
Roy Gillett

Gemini Brett
Anne Ortelee

Rhonda Buttery
Pam Gallagher

Geni Picazo
Alphee Lavoie

WRITING & 
PUBLISHING
Frank Clifford

April Elliot Kent
Arlan Wise
Julian Wise
Rachel Lang

Louise Edington

ASTROLOGY 

RESEARCH  
& HISTORY

Robert Currey
Richelle Steyn
Glen Mitchell

Russell Ohlhausen

PROFESSIONAL 
DIRECTION
Greg Bogart

Alex Trenoweth
Christeen Skinner

Mallory Hasty
Taylor Shuler
Omari Martin

Sara Bourland

ETHICS & 
LEGALITIES
Chris Mitchell

Laura Nalbandian
Alicia Yusuf

Samuel Reynolds

I-Astrologer is the conference to help you  
take your astrology to the next level!

ONLINE PROGRAM APRIL 1 to JUNE 5   &   

TUCSON, ARIZONA CONFERENCE APRIL 29 to MAY 1
Join either one or both!

OPAastrologyEVENTS.org 

Find topic descriptions and bios at ...

https://opaastrologyevents.org/faculty/


page 25V30-04 DECEMBER SOLSTICE 2021

The I-ASTROLOGER conference takes place  
ONLINE and IN-PERSON

For those eager to reconnect with the astrology community  
in person, the Tucson event is an incredible celebration,  

combining presentations by some of the best speakers, along 
with Night Sky study under the desert canopy of stars!

I-ASTROLOGER

TUCSON

See both the ONLINE and TUCSON programs on our website: 

OPAastrologyEVENTS.org 

https://opaastrologyevents.org/program-and-schedule/
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GREG BOGART 

I-A PRESENTATION: 

Astrology in Psychotherapy 
Practice

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology?  I was 23

Where and how long did you study before practicing? 
I studied for a year on my own, then apprenticed for 9 months with 
an astrologer before beginning to read charts for other people.  

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
The constant discovery of Spirit’s intention and intelligence 
woven into the fabric of events.

Word of advice for the next generation: 
Measure your words as you speak to a client. Pause and reflect 
rather than say something carelessly that will instill fear or res-
ignation. Uplift the celestial art’s place in society by applying 
astrology in coordination with other fields, disciplines, and 
activities, such as history, business and economics, counseling 
psychology, medicine and nursing, education, journalism, art, 
music, and media studies. Follow your own birth pattern and all 
that it implies, and skillfully meet each challenge of life present-
ed to you by transits over a lifetime.

KAY TAYLOR
I-A PRESENTATION: 

• MENTORSHIP GROUP
• Helpful apps for astrology 

practice
• What does it take to become 

a successful astrologer
• Ethics and social awareness
• Consulting Skills training (in Tucson)
• Peer Group online

How old were you when you began practicing astrology?
30 years old - healing/intuitive private practice - adding astrology in 
small bites as I learned

Where and how long did you study before practicing? 
Self-taught for first 18 years. Then began formal studies with Glenn 
Perry and other psychological astrologers, and Steven Forrest 
in Evolutionary. Studied more broadly for certification exams. 
Attended every conference I could get to.

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
I love being able to help people discover their authentic self and life 
path; as astrologers we hold the key to a wide vista.

Word of advice for the next generation: 
Study, practice, and enjoy the journey. 

GEMINI BRETT
I-A PRESENTATION: 

• Elevating your Power Point 
presentations

• Addressing Arguments of 
the 13th sign and Signs versus 
Constellations

• Guidance under the Stars (In Tucson, AZ)
• Astronomy for Astrologer training

How old were you when you began practicing astrology?
I was 38 years old when I began practicing astrology.

Where and how long did you study before practicing? 
I had only been studying astrology for a about six months when 
I began practicing. Honestly, it was not my intent to start a prac-
tice at that time. I was trading sessions for massage, acupuncture, 
etc. and the friends I was trading with asked me if they could refer 
me. I saw that I was helping people to help themselves and hav-
en’t looked back since. Though, of course, I have been engaged in 
nonstop study since.

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
The most rewarding thing about being an astrologer is helping peo-
ple help themselves. The second most rewarding thing and peeking 
beyond the veil to gaze upon the language of Creation.

Word of advice for the next generation: 
Trust your inner guidance and be yourself! Do not be afraid to say 
“I don’t know.” Authenticity builds trust while false authority breaks 
it. Do not tell your clients who they are because of some truth you 
see in their chart. Listen to them tell you who they are then find 
their truth in their chart. We should learn astrology every time 
we are honored to engage with a client. Do not arrive to a session 
with an objective; allow the client to lead the way. Heart before 
chart: when a client tells you they are going through a painful 
breakup, look into their eyes and ask how they are doing before 
looking into the 7th House of their chart.

FRANCO SOULBODY
I-A PRESENTATION: 

Astrology research on health 
conditions

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology? 40

Where and How long did you study before 
practicing?  44 

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer? 
Amazed at how it works, still.

Word of advice for the next generation: 
Learn from the experts before formulating your own thesis on the art.

 FACULTY INTERVIEWS
2022 i-ASTROLOGER
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CHRISTEEN SKINNER 

I-A PRESENTATION: 

Astrologer in the  
Financial World

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology?
Although I was ‘reading’ charts from 
around age 16, my practice began in earnest 
when I was on my second nodal return - roughly 
around age 35.

Where and how long did you study before practicing? 
I was self taught but then sat the Faculty of Astrological Studies 
Diploma exam as an external candidate and thankfully passed! The 
whole process was about 20 years.

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
The fact that no two tasks are the same, that you live in a world of 
wonder and meet such interesting challenges (and dilemmas!).

Word of advice for the next generation: 
Join astrological associations, share knowledge, avoid catching 
‘transit-itis’ and be open to new discoveries. 

ALICIA YUSUF 

I-A PRESENTATION:  
Legalities in the  
Astrology Profession

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology?
I didn’t find astrology until my Saturn return 
and I opened my practice part-time at 32yo. I stepped into astrolo-
gy full-time at 42. 

Where and How long did you study before practicing?
I studied with the amazing Parampara Hughes at Nature Care College 
in Sydney (Australia) and studied for 2 years before practicing.

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
 Witnessing clients’ journeys toward self-acceptance and understand-
ing, and realising they can live a more conscious life. 

Word of advice for the next generation:
Ground yourself in the knowledge but leave room to trust in those 
intuitive insights.

ROY GILLETT
I-A PRESENTATION:
• MENTORSHIP GROUP
• Astrology in the 21st Century
• Solar Fire tutorial
• Addressing arguments against 

astrology
• What does it take to become a professional astrol-

oger (in Tucson)

How old were you when you began practicing astrology?
39 years old

Where and how long did you study before practicing? 
For 5 years, I taught myself, by learning from friends and from 
books. For  the last two, I travelled, and learnt  by constantly  experi-
menting on the way.

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
Understanding what is going on.

Word of advice for the next generation: 
Astrology does not let you down, it just constantly opens new 
doors of understanding. If you care for what it teaches in this way, 
you will never let it down.

GENI PICAZO
I-A PRESENTATION: 
• Excel tutorial
• Peer Group online

How old were you when you began  
practicing astrology?
I was 26 when I began charging for 
Astrology readings.

Where and how long did you study before practicing? 
I had studied for 8 years. I was self taught with some workshops. 
(early 70s). 

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
The most rewarding thing about being an astrologer is working 
with others to help them find their success in their life.

Word of advice for the next generation: 
Study. Take courses. There is so much available to help anyone to 
take astrology to the next level. It is important to keep your person-
al beliefs and bias’ out of your consult with your client.  Read the 
astrology and you can never go wrong.

ONLINE PROGRAM APRIL 1 to JUNE 5   &  TUCSON, ARIZONA CONFERENCE APRIL 29 to MAY 1

www.OPAastrologyEVENTS.org

https://opaastrologyevents.org/
https://OPAastrologyEVENTS.org
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MAURICE 
FERNANDEZ
I-A PRESENTATION: 
• MENTORSHIP GROUP
• The Future of Astrology
• Websites dos and don’ts
• Same Chart, Different Lives
• 12 steps of Astrology success (in Tucson)
• Peer Group (in Tucson)

How old were you when you began practicing astrology?
21, I began studying during my Nodal return.

Where and How long did you study before practicing? 
About 2 years of initial study, both through mentors and self-
study. I had no initial plan to practice, but I was asked to do 
readings. I said yes.

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer? 
The spiritual reward is an intimate relationship with the universe 
– understanding how nothing is random. The practical reward is 
in having a profession that provides a flexible schedule, and the op-
portunity to work with people who are in a soul searching process.

Word of advice for the next generation:
Whatever your line of practice, do astrology justice.

SARA BOURLAND
I-A PRESENTATION: 

Creating a teaching platform 
for astrology students

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology? 
I began seriously doing readings and hanging out 
my shingle when my progressed Sun entered Aries about two 
years ago. The demands of family and a career did not leave the 
time or space to launch a business, yet I continued my studies 
during those years.  

Where and how long did you study before practicing? 
In the late ‘90s, I had a mind-blowing reading that marks a turning 
point. This is when my obsession began. I read astrology books 
voraciously and took workshops wherever I could find them 
in Seattle. My first mentor was Dawn Bogrodi, and I did a private 
study with her for several years before her passing. Then, in 2019 
I continued to deepen and fine-tune chart synthesis as well as 
including intuitive skills by studying with Kay Taylor through her 
Soul Path School. 

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer? 
The most rewarding aspect of being an astrologer is when a client 
has an ah-ha moment. That moment where they realize that their 
life’s challenges are leading them to a greater path of individual 
awareness and growth. When they witness the elegance of the cos-
mic cycles and how their lives hold so much meaning and purpose. 
THAT is the best! 

Word of advice for the next generation: 
Always trust your instincts, be vigilant with your self-care, and be 
open to and in the flow of each unfolding moment.

RICHELLE STEYN
I-A PRESENTATION: 

Solving real life problems with 
Astrology and A.I

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology?  
I first started charging for readings in 2016.  
  
Where and How long did you study before practicing?  
Certified (2018) with Evolutionary Astrologer Maurice Fernandez 
after completing The Comprehensive Diploma Program. I studied 
for 3 years before starting a professional astrology practice. 
  
What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?  
Giving insight into what it means to be human and deeper 
understanding into life experience (why we experience what we do).   
  
Word of advice for the next generation:  Love your neighbour.

R

 FACULTY INTERVIEWS
2022 i-ASTROLOGER

OPAastrologyEVENTS.org 

Take your  

Astrology Seriously

JOIN I-Astrologer!  

https://OPAastrologyEVENTS.org
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economic organisation, and humanity’s 
relationship with the planetary ecosys-
tem. It has fragmented understanding at 
all levels from grand global structures, 
right down to individual day-to-day rela-
tionships. 

• The traumatic residue of the Uranus/Pluto 
squares intensified into the confusion of 
Jupiter in Virgo/Saturn in Sagittarius/
Neptune in Pisces T-squares between 
September 2015 and September 2016. 
This configuration of planets has been 
especially rare. Between 926 BCE and 
3165 CE, it occurs only in 545-46 CE 
and 2015-16 CE.  It clearly describes 
the hyper-critical, directionless emo-
tion that drives the development of 
post-truth notions of alternative facts, 

has increasingly dominated the past five 
hundred years. Alternatively, we have an 
opportunity to enhance our technologi-
cal ingenuity, and employ our capacity to 
care for each other and the planet; in so 
doing, we might transcend our shortcom-
ings and transform our lives. 

• The Jupiter/Saturn cycle has unfolded 
from the two planets being conjunct in 
earth signs for the past two hundred years 
– marking the ever-increasing exploitation 
of planetary material resources, founded 
on economic systems driven by money 
and possession. Winter Solstice 2020 
started a new cycle with the conjunc-
tion occurring in air signs. Sharp, incisive 
knowledge that quickens understanding 
will drive the coming two hundred years.

More recent cycles
 The twentieth century Uranus/Pluto 

90-degree mutual separations have marked 
key social turning points: 1901-02 (five hits) 
saw the end of European colonial expan-
sion; 1932-34 (five hits) saw the rise of 
fascism and the new deal in the USA; 1965-
66 (three hits) saw revolutionary changes 
in Western social values and the Chinese 
Cultural Revolution.

•  The seven hits of the recent 2012-15 
transit are leading to an even more 
dramatic crisis in cultural relationships, 

THE YEAR  2022   

The twentieth  
century Uranus/Pluto 

90-degree  
mutual separations 

have marked key social 
turning points:  

1901-02 saw the end 
of European colonial  
expansion; 1932-34 

saw the rise of  
fascism and the new 

deal in the USA;  
1965-66 saw  

revolutionary changes 
in Western social  

values and the Chinese  
Cultural Revolution.

T he year 2022 is best understood 
when placed in the context of its 
Astro-cycle history1. Below, are rep-

resented the fundamental long-term and 
more recent cycles which came to a head 
in 2020. These cycles underscore how we 
may experience this year and what might 
likely unfold in the years that follow. 

Long-term cycles
In 2020 Jupiter, Saturn and Pluto were 

in Capricorn, while Uranus was in Taurus. 
The last time this planetary combination 
happened was in 3838 BCE, centuries before 
the first writing was discovered in the last-
millennium of the Neolithic Stone Age. It 
was during that later Neolithic period, 
when ground or polished stone weapons 
and implements prevailed, that bronze was 
discovered, leading subsequently over the 
centuries to the modern, industrial, mecha-
nized, and highly interdependent socioeco-
nomic structures that most of the planet’s 
citizens participate in today. The new elec-
tronic developments of the past hundred 
years mark an equally dramatic leap forward.

• Today’s science-driven, human-centred 
global village made major steps forward 
from Pluto-in-Capricorn periods 1515-32 
and 1762-78. The current transit [2008-
24] is challenging and is restructuring 
world society. With this transit, we come 
to the nemesis of human hubris that 

THE ASTROLOGY FOR  
THE YEAR 2022  

by Roy Gillett Boris Johnson
19 Jun 1964 14:00 EDT +4:00

New York, NY 40°N43’ 74°W00’
Tropical Placidus True Node
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the undermining of social discourse, and 
consequent fragmentation of political 
relationships. It has triggered a period of 
nastiness between and within nations.

2020-21 – turning point years
With multiple connections from 

the inner planets to intensify events 
and experiences at particular times [see 
especially Mars’ long retrograde-driven 
transit through Aries for much of 2020 
into January 2021], the long and recent 
cycles, outlined above, brought unnerv-
ing upheaval to most people’s lives. The 
Brexit transition in the UK, the presidential 
election campaign in the US, racial and 
religious conflict within and between the 
world’s nations – all fuelled by unwilling-
ness to agree, even on a language with 
which to dispute. 

The loss of faith in politicians and their 
systems since the world economic crisis 
in 2008-10, along with the strident social 
upheaval of the Uranus-square-Pluto years, 
soured world societies into simplistic, emo-
tion-driven, short-term thinking and action. 
Blame was assigned by knee-jerk decisions, 
driven by rabble-rousing election cam-
paigns and terrorist reactions. Putting up 
barriers, be they physical, legal, or just driv-
en by narrow opinion, not only separated 
people from each other, but also from the 
understanding that might resolve the prob-
lems existing between them.

Then, as sub-groups retreated into their 
areas of comfort, in late 2019, came Covid-
19 to threaten all life, wherever they were, 
whatever they chose to believe. Pushed in 
on itself, humanity’s reactions were con-
tradictory, ranging from selfless kindness 
to fanatical denial.  This range of response 
was especially marked in 2020 when the 
Capricorn/Taurus earth energy was uncom-
promising. You had to stand your ground or 
surrender yourself in service to the times. 
There was little space in-between.

The new air cycle, starting with Jupiter/
Saturn conjunction in Aquarius on the day 
of the 2020 Winter Solstice, offered intima-
tions of hope to those familiar with astrolog-
ical symbolism. Yet, for 2021, and now into 
2022, this hope is overshadowed by Saturn 
in Aquarius’ square to Uranus in Taurus. We 
struggle to ‘get back to normal’ but wonder 
whether this is possible when noting the 
debris that remains from the past “normali-
ty" disrupted by Covid in early 2020.

As I write in the late autumn of 2021, 
the world seems confined to a series of 
gestures that different groups would like 

to think is possible [their expression of the 
new Jupiter/Saturn cycle perhaps]. 

The British Prime Minister insists the UK 
can ‘Build Back Better’, leaving it mainly to 
market-forces to do the job. In US politics, 
parties intensify their leaning away from 
each other, both convinced that is the way 
to win. The Taliban celebrate victory, presid-
ing over the bankrupt country. The Chinese 
believe their society can ever-expand based 
on tight central-control of populations. 
Disagreements in the populations within 
many countries erupt in South America, 
Africa, Asia, and Europe. In our personal 
lives, the future seems to hang on a balance 
of uncertainty, as we face a fuel and distribu-
tion crisis. Will the economy, the authorities, 
and especially, the planetary ecosystem allow 
the collective human experience to go on like 
this and endure for much longer?

The Astrology of the Year 2022
As this article is published in 

December 2021, we will be in the midst of 
two challenging months, starting with the 
4 November Scorpio New Moon opposed 
to Uranus in the early days of the COP26 
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Climate Conference. How that goes will 
determine the way the world, and our lives, 
struggles on to the completing Saturn/
Uranus square, just after the 2021 Winter 
Solstice. Its still-tightening orb until early 
October 2022 will cast a shadow on how 
we experience the year.

This moment on the year’s shortest 
day in the northern hemisphere, marking 
our turning back to light and creativity, 
can be seen as the start of the Solar Year, 
its horoscope a birth chart2, indicating 
how the light of our growth will focus and 
mature in the coming twelve months.

This 2021 December Solstice is spe-
cial as it marks the emergence from a 
key turning-point time of global and 
personal trauma.  This transition has 
been building for: 

• 300 years since the birth of modern 
capitalism [from 1694 foundation of the 
Bank of England],

• 130 years of the demise of Western 
colonialism [from 1901-10 – Uranus in 
Sagittarius/Cancer opposed Pluto in 
Gemini and then Neptune in Cancer], 
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• 40 years of the advent and conse-
quent failure of monetarist economics 
[from January 1984 Jupiter conjunct 
Neptune on cusp of Capricorn],

• Climaxing with the consequences of 
confronting structural realism through 
the Pluto in Capricorn years since 
2008. Still two more to come! 

These periods have birthed amazing 
inventions and increasingly efficient use 
of resources, health, and wealth. Yet, as we 
have struggled to gain and maintain expo-
nentially more than our forebears could 
ever have felt possible, there has been little 
upgrade from the dark, demanding side of 
human nature and our mean-mindedness 
towards those that ‘get in our way’.

 Has the collective trauma of 2020-2021, 
marked by its frequently futile, misguided 
struggles to survive and understand the chal-
lenges upon us, been enough to nudge onto a 
more enlightened path?

The events and experience of 2022 
are crucially focused on the understand-
ing and consequent behaviour symbolised 
by Jupiter’s Pisces ingress on 28(29) 
December. On the day after the 2 January 
Capricorn New Moon, it squares the 
Nodal Axis, in the first degree of Gemini/
Sagittarius, which is being trined/sextiled 
by Mercury in Aquarius the same day.

This New Moon chart symbolises the 
karmic challenge of the year — to ensure 
sensitive understanding underpins the 
way we rebuild our lives. How the world 
reacts to Jupiter’s transit through Pisces, 
from its ingress until it enters Aries in the 
second half of May, will be a critical time. 
On 18 February, Jupiter sextiles Uranus 
in Taurus, five days later semi-squaring 
Pluto in Capricorn. Will support of the 
needy be possible in the face of hard eco-
nomic realism? 

Jupiter then advances quickly 
to conjunct its joint ruler of the sign, 
Neptune, on 12 April 2022. The last time 
these joint rulers were together in Pisces 
was 26 March 1856, Jupiter having entered 
Pisces on 29 December 1855! The three 
months between saw Russia suing for 
peace, and so the end of the Crimean War 
[1853-56] at the Treaty of Paris on 30 March.

The conflict was caused by a Catholic-
versus-Orthodox argument over access 
to their Christian churches in the then 
Ottoman-controlled Holy Land, stirred by 
national pride. Alongside doctrinaire patri-
otism that motivated pointless slaughter in 
a distant land, so well described in Alfred 

GILLETT
Lord Tennyson’s poem The Charge of the 
Light Brigade, this war is remembered for 
the treatment given to the wounded by 
Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale. 
Their efforts have stood the test of time, 
eventually leading to the establishment 
of modern methods of nursing care, from 
which we all benefit today. Can the world 
achieve something similar this time – hope-
fully on an even grander scale?

Be careful, though! Because Pisces is so 
open to going that extra mile to care, even 
at its own expense, it can turn savagely if 
pushed too far. Raw emotion can pour out 
as resentment that no words can ease, put 
up barriers of accusations, touch vulnerable 
points of hurt, push issues to the unforgiv-
able. Have people learned enough over the 

past 165 years to mature and turn away from 
the nineteenth-century mentalities that lead 
to subject innocent, well-intentioned life to 
suffering and slaughter?

Really, could we endure making mat-
ters worse? 

Hopefully, the destructive feelings, 
engendered by self-centred decisions and 
intolerance toward strangers which have 
dominated the entire world over the past 
five years, have, at last, run their course.  
Piscean empathy can help us transcend the 
consequent unpleasantness, leading peo-
ple and nations to sue and negotiate with 
empathy to care for planet and its citizens 
– averting the repetitive cycles of mistakes 
made in the past.

The Vernal Equinox, where the light is 
in perfect balance, is seen as the beginning 
of the Zodiac Year. As well as the seasonal 
descriptions that apply to much of the 
world’s Northern Hemisphere, the signs of 
the zodiac can be seen to describe spiritual 
development...  

…innocent beginnings in Aries, 
made substantial in Taurus, reconsid-
ered in Gemini, caringly defended in 
Cancer, proudly expressed in Leo, pains-
takingly developed in Virgo, shared in 

This New Moon chart 
symbolises the karmic 
challenge of the year 

— to ensure sensitive 
understanding  
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we rebuild our lives. 
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Libra, intensified in Scorpio, aspiring to 
higher purpose in Sagittarius, structured 
in Capricorn, universalised in Aquarius, 
empathically caring for everything that 
has gone before in Pisces.  So back in 
Aries, we have experienced all there is. 
Building on the wisdom of that cycle, we 
can start again.

Mercury approaches Jupiter, which itself 
is approaching Neptune, all in Pisces in the 
ninth house, and the Sun is there too, just 
short of the Midheaven of the Washington 
DC chart. As these points, in their varying 
time frames, advance through the last 
decanate of Pisces, the world and its people 
will experience a fundamental catharsis in 
their national and personal lives. We will be 
preparing the ground for a new beginning 
that we are not yet ready to understand.

There will be intense international pres-
sure from the world’s problems focused on 
the US nation and its capital for the coming 
year —this just a month into its new Pluto 
cycle after the first pass of its 20 February 
return. In the rest of the world, the choice 
of ways to understand and heal problems 
in our lives will intensify. The urge to have a 
chance to get beyond the past, to start again 
will build through the coming months.

Unfortunately, the Jupiter Aries 
ingress chart suggests a lack of readi-
ness for real change and development. 
Intense feelings remain, with Mars in Pisces 
approaching Neptune. Venus is impulsive 
in Aries, while Mercury makes its retrograde 
station the same day. 

Bearing down overall is Saturn in 
Aquarius having just squared the Taurus\
Scorpio Nodal Axis, slowing to retrograde 
on 4 June and then to hang back until 5 
October, reaching an orb of just sixty-one 
minutes of arc short of another square 
to Uranus in Taurus. Economic reality will 
cast unavoidable shadows upon our lives. 
We will resist change, even though we 
do not feel able to cope with present sys-
tems. Yet, yearning to get back to the past 
will become no more than hanging on.

 The existing political realities of 
polarization might make sensible solu-
tions difficult to achieve. With Jupiter now 
unsupported in Aries, be prepared for 
outpourings of simplistic false solutions. 
Beware of giving up – ‘hoping for the best’.

These May to late October months of 
Jupiter’s new cycle in Aries are best seen as 
a trial ingress, a chance to ‘test the water’. 
Avoid commitments, lower expectations. 
Be careful whom you listen to. One-sided 
‘solutions’ are rarely the solution, and can 
so easily become the obsessive outpouring 
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of desperate minds. This is not a time to 
find answers, but explore possibilities, not 
to join a subgroup that ‘knows the truth’. 
Rather check out everyone’s credentials, 
pile up genuine possibilities and put all of 
them in their proper place.

The extent to which counsel offered 
in the previous paragraph has not been 
integrated into the consciousness of the 

world citizenry will be a measure of how 
intense could be the emotional maelstrom 
associated with Jupiter’s retrograde back 
into Pisces. 

The chart for the return of Jupiter into 
Pisces (see chart illustration), when drawn 
for Washington DC in the USA, has North 
Node/Uranus on the Taurus Midheaven, 
opposed Mercury/Sun/Venus/South Node/
Imum Coeli in Libra and Scorpio. All this 
is T-squared by Saturn in Aquarius, on 
the Descendent.  Dangerous intransigent 
pressures leading to serious problems in 
relationships is indicated. 

The residue of the recent trines to 
Mars in Gemini from the Libra/Scorpio 
planets will now be expanding in intensity, 
but Mars is hesitating. It makes a retrograde 
station on 30 October. Recent statements 
could be misunderstood, even misrepre-
sented.  All could be stirred on ever more 
by the highly charged emotions of the 
time. Yet, the square to Jupiter in Pisces, 
which in the normal flow would be close to 
completion by the 8 November Mid-term 
Election Day will not complete until May 
2023 [unfinished business for that long?].

US Mid-term Elections
Which brings us to a very crucial peri-

od in the history of the United States and 
the wider world that increasingly has been 
looked to (or looked away from) for influence 
through the 246 years of its first Pluto cycle. 

As polling day approaches, we will 
be nearing the climax of a year of three 
exact Pluto returns, completing on 28 
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December 2022. Both the role of the Pluto 
Return in US history and the nature and 
outcome of the Mid-term Elections war-
rant, and will undoubtably receive, detailed 
astrological studies. The best of these will 
not allow in (even subconsciously) preju-
dice that seeks Astro-factors to ‘confirm’ the 
hoped-for outcome. The ego-driven search 
for the kudos of exact correct prediction 
can be fraught with difficulty. One is either 
bombarded with inappropriate future 
demands if correct, or the cause of astrolo-
gy’s and your own denigration, if wrong. 

What follows is an objective first taste 
from an overseas friend, seeking to explain 
and advise, rather than predict.

Build up to Election Day
Clearly at the time of Jupiter’s regres-

sion into Pisces, world focus will be on this 
election, with ever-building hope and anx-
iety. Claims and demands on all sides will 
be emotionally charged, all the more so 
because many are unlikely to be factually 
based, or achievable. Some will feel that 
at stake is the very future of their party 
sub-culture, of democracy itself, the plan-
et’s ecological future. 

Election Day
The chart drawn for Washington DC, 

at the time of the closing of the polls in 
California, shows the near-stationary Mars, 
is leaning back to square Neptune that is 
still close to the separating Jupiter. Both 
ends of the square are due to receive a 
powerful sesquiquadrate from the fourth 
house Scorpio stellium, comprising Mercury, 
Sun, South Node and Venus. Saturn is within 
orb of a T-square to the stellium’s opposition 
to Uranus and the North Node. The need 
to fight for the very foundation of what is 
believed to be true will have built ever-great-
er as the day approaches – especially as the 
Moon will have transited Uranus/North Node 
and opposed the fourth house stellium in 
the build up to the opening of the polls 
all over the USA.  US elections are always 
intensely partisan, but the loss of tolerance 
to listen and debate the events surrounding 
the 2020 Presidential Election, may well 
have raised the political temperature to 
dangerous levels. 

Faced with such possibilities, it could 
be argued that stepping back, as is the 
retrograding Mars, from the abyss of social 
disruption should be the main aim of all 
involved. In the midst of claims, counter-
claims, and accusations, candidates need 
to fully debate the issues, then accept the 

outcome.  If those that do this prevail, then 
healing can commence. 

More than any party or person, it is the 
democratic process that must win. For it is 
together that we have the power to master 
the amazing opportunities, lying ahead for 
the country and the world, through the 246 
years of the United States’ second Pluto cycle.

So, the day after Jupiter’s final ingress 
into Aries this time around, we come to the 
2022 Winter Solstice. Looking back – maybe 
a little bruised and battered – over what 
may well have been a turbulent emotional-
ly exhausting year, we may feel that many 
experiences have been worth it. We may 
still not be sure of what comes next and 
should do, but the wise will have learned 
from what went wrong. 

The trauma of 2020 is becoming a lit-
tle distant now. In the two years since we 
have begun to see our limitations, even 
what we do not want, in any case. That 
would be a good state of mind with which 
to enter 2023. Be prepared for a cleaner 
year when the steady pace of unrelenting 
change to a new direction is emerging. Its 
reality will not start to be clear until nearer 
the middle of the decade. Letting go of 
the fear that evokes dysfunctional hanging 
on will be enough, for the time being. 

There is a special potential in Aries if 
approached slowly. Reject the temptation 
to be angry. Do not rush, carefully hang in, 
experience every new detail. Appreciate 
letting the ride take you into what will be a 
very different future.

Roy Gillett, President of the UK Astrological 
Association, has been a full-time astrologer and 
writer since 1976. He advises on astrology software, 
speaks at many international conferences, studies 
Tibetan Buddhism and has edited English transla-
tions of two André Barbault books. Roy has pub-
lished mundane forecasts, with a compassionate 
emphasis, since 1978. His new book Working with 
the Planets: Clearer Understanding Better Decisions 
(2021) selects from his twenty-year bi-monthly col-
umn, with commentary and historical references. 
Full details and sample pages of all his six books are 
on his website http://crucialastrotools.co.uk.
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This was a year that birthed creative 
geniuses and entertainment masters that 
were poised to break the mold, not only in 
the music industry but in politics as well.  
Curtis Mayfield, Jerry Jeff Walker, Taj Mahal, 
Aretha Franklin, Barbra Streisand, Jimmy 
Hendrix, Paul McCartney, Graham Nash, 
Lou Reed, Isaac Hayes, Tammy Wynette, 
Leon Russell, and Harry Chapin are just 

You say you want a revolution?
I started this article as a love letter 

to The Grateful Dead.  This past summer, 
the song Althea kept popping up in my 
psyche, and I started hearing it every-
where. If you subscribe to the concept 
of synchronicity, you will understand 
why the recurring theme drew me into a 
research riptide. 

The wonderful thing about the 
Grateful Dead is the extensive archives 
kept on the history of the band. It is rel-
atively easy to zero in on the exact time 
they debuted a song, and the history of 
this band is where I started my research. I 
discovered that their lyricist Robert Hunter, 
lead Jerry Garcia, and bass player Phil Lesh 
had prominent Gemini placements.  

Jerry Garcia, in particular, was born 
a few months after Saturn conjoined 
Uranus at the 29º of Taurus. Being the 
planet associated with the status quo, 
rules, and regulations, Saturn has about 
a 45-year cycle with the liberating, revolu-
tionary, and innovative planet Uranus. This 
cycle is widely regarded as one that brings 
in social revolution and change. The two 
planets both moved into Gemini together 
by Garcia’s Aug 1, 1942, date of birth. 

Noting that one of my musical heroes 
was born under this groundbreaking transit 
was the very thing that caught my atten-
tion. I found other musicians born under 
the same transit. I realized something 
significant — everything that mattered to 
me musically has corresponded to aspect 
sets of Saturn and Jupiter with Uranus 
and Neptune. Further research indicated a 
theme that will be familiar to most — social 
unrest and revolution results in an artistic 
renaissance.

Yet, it wasn’t only Saturn and Uranus 
aspects that were present at the time. 

Jupiter, the significator of belief, and 
Neptune, which represents transcendence, 
mysticism, and escapism, have a synodic 
cycle of approximately 13 years. These two 
planets interacting in aspect to one another 
can indicate creativity and inspiration. They 
make aspects to one another frequently, 
roughly every 3-4 years. It is only when 
aspects of Jupiter and Neptune happen 
close to aspects of Saturn and Uranus, that it 
seems to usher in a significant musical turn 
of the tide.  My research into 1942 showed 
that both cycles were in play, with Jupiter in 
Gemini squaring Neptune in Virgo.  

Saturn-Uranus & 
Jupiter-Neptune Cycles 

and Modern  
Musical Upheavals 

by Mandi Rae
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a few names I handpicked to accompa-
ny Jerry Garcia as examples of the large 
amount of talent produced under these 
transits. So, it seems, one of the most 
impactful events to happen musically in 
1942, were the births of these taste-makers 
and social revolutionaries.

The first quarter square with Saturn 
in Libra and Uranus in Cancer spanned 
1951–1952. At the same time, Jupiter 
in Aries moved in place with these two 
planets to complete a sign-based t-square.  
As Jupiter pushed forward in Aries, it then 
opposed Neptune in Libra soon after. This 
period brought us what is widely regard-
ed as the first rock and roll album, “Rocket 
88”, by Jackie Brenston and his Delta Cats. 
This astrological configuration was also the 
same time radio host Alan Freed began 
popularizing the phrase "rock and roll" to 
describe the music he was playing on his 
radio show. We can look to the signs in 
which these transits were placed to explain 
the terminology chosen. Cardinal signs 
and t-squares are inherently active ener-
gy — just like Rock and Roll! This genre 
became one of the most recognized and 
listened to genres of music to date. 

A Psychedelic Opposition
Conventional Rock and Roll was king 

until 1965. This was the true beginning 
of the psychedelic rock explosion, the 
British invasion, and a myriad of counter-
cultural social movements. According to 
Barry Miles in his book Hippies, 1965 was 
the first year in which a discernible youth 
movement began to emerge. Many of 
the key ‘psychedelic’ rock bands formed 
this year”. 1965 also had the two simul-
taneous planetary cycles occurring 
back-to-back: Jupiter in Taurus oppos-
ing Neptune in Scorpio, and Uranus in 
Virgo opposing Saturn in Pisces. 

One of the bands that formed during 
these transits was The Grateful Dead, 
the very one that led me like an Alice in 
Wonderland down this cosmic rabbit hole 
of music history. This band and many oth-
ers were formed as an adjunct to profusely 
popular experimentation with psychedelic 
drugs and the Acid Tests put on by Ken 
Kesey and The Merry Pranksters. Jupiter’s 
opposition to Neptune on the Taurus/
Scorpio axis predicated a need to lose con-
trol and get lost in sensuous and far-out 
experiences. 

The rule-maker itself, Saturn, was 
placed in the boundless sign of Pisces — 
which also rules escapism and psychedel-
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RAE
ics. Virgo typically likes to maintain proper 
appearances and healthy living, but not 
with Uranus the revolutionary placed there. 
An opposition creates a need for equilib-
rium, which is precisely how this transit 
played out in reality. It culminated with an 
event called the ‘Human Be-In’ on Jan 14, 
1967, which was only a few weeks after the 
last exact opposition of Saturn to Uranus, 
and a prelude to the famous Summer 
of Love. 

This peak period in music and social 
revolution birthed many sub-genres of 
rock. The years following fostered the 
expansion of the ‘rhythm and blues’ genre 
to include funk and soul, all of which con-
tinued to develop throughout the first half 
of the 1970s. 

In 1974 during a Jupiter square to 
Neptune and Saturn trine to Uranus, 
the first disco radio show premiered and 
soul superstar, Roberta Flack, became 
the only solo artist to win two Grammy’s 
back-to-back.

Artistic Tension
This period was the true beginning 

of the rise of disco, but the peak wouldn’t 
come for another few years, with Saturday 
Night Fever being released at the end of 
1977 to a wildly enthusiastic audience. 
Disco was in its heyday during this year 
and the concurrent transits included the 
third and last square of Saturn in Leo to 
Uranus in Scorpio. 

Coinciding with the Saturn square 
to Uranus of 1977, was Jupiter in Gemini 

signifying expansion of digital technolo-
gy and forms of communication, oppos-
ing Neptune in Sagittarius, marking an 
escape from reality and potential disso-
lution of traditional beliefs. The return to 
an artistic status quo was wildly rebelled 
against with the introduction of digital 
forms of expression. This was the same 
year Apple released its first computer. But 
it wasn’t disco alone that dominated the 
scene. Hip hop, house music, and punk rock 
were all beginning to gain in popularity 
and prevalence. 

According to Wikipedia, “the New York 
City blackout of 1977 saw widespread loot-
ing, arson, and other citywide disorders 
especially in the Bronx where a number of 
looters stole DJ equipment from electron-
ics stores. As a result, the hip hop genre, 
barely known outside of the Bronx at the 
time, grew at an astounding rate from 1977 
onward.”  I found this to be a great example 
of how the social & cultural events reflect-
ed by these cycles extend to musical shifts. 
Rarely do social upheavals happen without 
musical shake-ups to accompany them. 

In addition to hip hop taking flight 
was the acceleration of punk rock’s popu-
larity. 1977 saw the release of The Clash’s 
first album, and The Ramones were at 
the height of their fame after the release 

of their debut album the year prior.  The 
Warehouse in Chicago, regarded as the 
birthplace of house music, was opened. 
House music has been defined as a genre 
that picked up where disco left off. 

As these transits began to lessen 
their grip, others were coming into play 
by 1979. Saturn’s square to Uranus sep-
arated but quickly came into a square 
with Neptune and a sextile to Uranus. 
During this time, there was disco backlash 
complete with people gathering in groups 
to chant “disco sucks”, further encourag-
ing underground parties and fostering 
the perfect environment for punk, new 
wave, hip hop, and house music to flourish 
throughout the ‘80s and as the Saturn–
Uranus synodic cycle that began in 1942 
was coming to its completion.

 
The Next Phase

The end of the previous cycle and the 
beginning of a new Saturn–Uranus phase 
came in 1988 with a conjunction at the 
late degrees of Sagittarius. This was the 
year the band Nirvana formed, heralding 
the Grunge and alternative rock genre that 
dominated the 90’s Rock music scene and 
the Golden Age of Hip Hop. This year also 
boasts the invention of the Internet, which, 
arguably, changed everything to do with 

 Coinciding with the 
Saturn square to 

Uranus of 1977, was 
Jupiter in Gemini  

signifying expansion 
of digital technology 

and forms of  
communication,  

opposing Neptune in 
Sagittarius, marking 

an escape from reality 
and potential  
dissolution of  

traditional beliefs.
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the music industry itself. Jupiter’s ingress 
into Cancer opposed Uranus, Saturn, 
and Neptune in Capricorn the very next 
year. Even with technological and musical 
advances, there seemed to be nostalgia in 
the ‘90s with a resurgence of older styles in 
a new setting, such as third-wave ska and 
swing revival. This trend correlates well to 
the archetypes of Cancer and Capricorn, 
which desire preservation of and admira-
tion for the past. 

In 1999, during the first quarter 
square of Saturn in Taurus to Uranus 
in Aquarius, with a simultaneous first 
quarter square of Jupiter in Taurus to 
Neptune in Aquarius, we had the revival of 
Woodstock, which became famous for its 
glaring inability to live up to its namesake. In 
addition to the failure to provide the peace 
and love experience of its predecessor, this 
event became riotous as fires were started 
throughout the crowd during the festival. 
The same year, under the same stars, was 
the founding of the music download site, 
Napster. Jupiter and Saturn in Taurus, rep-
resentative of money and assets, squared 
Neptune and Uranus in Aquarius, which 
reflected an upheaval in how musical artists 
everywhere made money for their music 
because of new technology. 

From this point forward, it has been a 
free-for-all musically, with as many genres 
of music as the mind can muster and as 
many ways to consume it as one can imag-
ine. According to the Music Genre List, 
there exist 41 primary genres of music, and 
within those primary categories, 337 sub-
categories of music, to date.  

The historical last aspect we should 
look at is the Saturn in Virgo opposition 

to Uranus in Pisces, which saw the launch 
and opening of public registration for a 
new music streaming service known as 
Spotify. This was rolled out in different areas 
of the world during five exact oppositions 
between 2008-2010. This period of time 
also was marked by a Jupiter conjunction 
to Neptune in Aquarius. 

Waking the Muses 
This brings us to the great reset 

of 2020 and the 2021 triple squares of 
Saturn to Uranus in its closing third quar-
ter, with an imminent Jupiter conjunction 
to Neptune in Pisces in 2022.  What predic-
tions might we make when we view the past 
through the lens of astrology?  

With Uranus in Taurus reflecting the 
shifts and realizations regarding what we 
place value in, and Saturn in Aquarius 
inviting us to build a better structure to 
support every human being, perhaps, we 
will see appropriate compensation for musi-
cians and other types of artists. Our society 

has ventured into the technological Wild 
West — streaming music without paying 
appropriately the artists responsible for its 
creation. And what is music now anyway? 
We have created means of making any kind 
of music without ever having to learn an 
instrument, after which, the music can be 
blasted out to the masses, instantly! 

As we move on from a number of 
disruptive and revolutionary transits, and 
Jupiter conjoins Neptune, perhaps we will 
see a creative revolution like never before?  
With the repository of ideas built up in the 
political and social unrest of the last few 
years, there should be plenty of inspiration 
to draw on. Maybe these are more reflective 
of my hopes than my predictions.  

Personally, it has been quite a while 
since I have lost myself in music and imagi-
nation, both as a songwriter and listener, but 
I intend to take advantage of these wildly 
creative times, and I hope you do too! 

Mandi Rae has been studying Astrology since 
2012 and has been practicing her own blend 
of Evolutionary and Traditional approaches 
since 2017 from her home in Leeds, Alabama. She 
came to Astrology during a difficult time in her life, 
during which time she became a widowed mother. 
Searching for the answers in every psychological 
and spiritual mode available, Mandi eventually 
came to a better understanding of her life, purpose, 
and the world around her through this ancient 
celestial knowledge. In addition to her passion for 
Astrology and helping others, she is a musician, 
songwriter, herbalist, and mother to two daughters.  
Her practice is named Ecstatic Astrology because 
Ecstasy means “to stand outside oneself” and that, 
she says, is the essence of what Astrology helps 
people to do. She is expected to complete her OPA 
Professional Astrologer Certification in the near 
future. Contact:  Ecstatic Astrology ecstaticastrolo-
gy@gmail.com,  linktr.ee/ecstaticastrology
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In the Sibley chart version of the USA 
used in this article, Pluto lands in the 2nd 
house of resources and material sustain-
ability. Its placement there captures the 
financial ambition that strongly represents 
American entrepreneurial spirit and the 
capitalistic system that encourages growth 
in whatever ways possible—wealth as a 
reward of hard work—as Pluto in Capricorn 
as can be.

We note emphatically that one of the 
incentives for the American Revolution was 
to gain freedom from the unjustifiably ele-

18th Century PLUTO in CAPRICORN
Pluto in the USA chart at 27 Capricorn, 

on Mars’s exaltation degree, describes a 
nation that emerged from the defiance of 
an old system to overcome tyranny and the 
abuse of authoritarian power, with the aim 
to reconstruct a more robust system with 
greater liberties. Saturn, the dispositor of 
Pluto, in Libra, captures the yearning for 
fairness and balance of opportunity. The 
US constitution and Bill of Rights followed 
in 1787-1791 as Pluto progressed by  tran-
sit into Aquarius, the sign representing 
emancipation and the rise of minimum 
standards.

T he United States will experience its 
first PLUTO RETURN since its incep-
tion on February 20, 2022. This will 

be followed by two additional returns 
this year on July 11 and December 28, 
as Pluto proceeds with its retrograde and 
forward motion.

While opinions differ on which of the 
returns is the most significant, this article 
is specifically about the first return. I see it 
as the most critical one, not only because 
it sets the tone for the whole process, but 
also because it coincides with a Venus/
Mars conjunction on the same degree.

On the day of the return, Mars/Venus 
are conjunct at 19 Capricorn, and about 
two weeks later, on March 3, 2022, they join 
Pluto on the 27th degree Capricorn (see 
chart for the triple conjunction).

Additionally, the Pluto return coin-
cides with a Neptune opposition from 22 
degrees Pisces to 22 Virgo, square natal 
Mars at 21 Gemini. In April, Jupiter will 
join Neptune at 23 Pisces, intensifying this 
opposition and square.

PLUTO-NEPTUNE CYCLES
The Pluto and Neptune cycles are inter-

connected at a ratio of 2:3, which means 
that every two Pluto returns, coincide with 
a third Neptune return, while the first Pluto 
return coincides with a Neptune opposi-
tion—as it is the case with the USA chart.

Pluto and Neptune cycles are fascinat-
ing and profound as they both represent 
deep collective undercurrents that fertilize 
global trends; Pluto represents the power 
to transform crisis into opportunity by 
means of personal endurance and resource-
fulness, while Neptune represents what is 
fated—beyond human control, and thus, 
the refuge in ideology to rally spiritual sup-
port in times of struggles.

When Pluto and Neptune interact, fate 
and free will collide: “The serenity to accept the 
things we cannot change (Neptune), and the 
courage to change the things we can (Pluto).” 

Every two Pluto  
returns, coincide with 

a third Neptune return, 
while the first Pluto 

return coincides with 
a Neptune opposition 

—as it is the case with 
the USA chart.
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vated taxes coming from the dominating 
British crown, a struggle signified by this 
2nd house Pluto—the urge to confront 
corruption and support financial empower-
ment (in this case, autonomy).

21st Century PLUTO in CAPRICORN
The current Pluto transit in Capricorn 

began in 2008, a year that saw both a 
profoundly jolting economic crash, and 
the election of the first black president. 
(The dispositor, Saturn was also opposing 
Uranus at the time, adding to the climate 
of social change). 

Since 2008, Pluto’s traverse through 
the sign of Capricorn has accentuated 
an ever-growing distrust in institutions. 
Exposure of abuse and manipulation, 
whether it was through the financial bub-
ble burst, the Occupy movement, NSA 
surveillance scandal, church pedophile 
scandals, the #metoo movement, or Black 
Lives Matter, has resulted in loss of trust in 
all institutions—the banking system, corpo-
rations, churches, the police, to name but 
a few. We were called to review our history 
books to correct the racially biased account 
of events, clearly Pluto exposed the shad-
ows of those in position of authority and 
who gets to tell the stories (Capricorn). 

Recently, with dispositor Saturn 
in Aquarius—justifiably or not—the 
COVID-19 crisis has galvanized a robust 
anti-vaccination movement that has put 
the credibility of the medical and phar-
maceutical institution, and even scientific 
establishments, into question. The extent 
of such distrust in institutions engendered 
both necessary reforms and also, bizarre 
ideologies; we can remember the Flat Earth 
movement accusing Nasa of faking imag-
es of a spherical earth—purporting that a 
huge abyss surrounds the boundaries of 
pancake earth.

Each transit has its glorious and 
embarrassing moments, but at the core, 
just like the United States’ founding fathers 
did in 1776, Pluto in Capricorn has an evo-
lutionary purpose to question, expose fail-
ures, and either repair or destroy systems 
with the aim of building more ethical, reli-
able, and credible ones. Statues fell both in 
1776 and 2020.

THE RETURN
While the precise Pluto return moment 

occurs on a specific day, it is already in pro-
cess and will continue to be long after the 
D-days. Notwithstanding, with the simul-
taneous Venus/Mars conjunction to the 

return in late February and early March, 
we certainly must pay attention to the spe-
cifics. Venus and Mars as a pair represent 
the fundamental dynamics of homeosta-
sis, the need for equitable give and take, 
and general balance of power (romance or 
commerce)—they affect both the economy 
and alliances. 

Transits in Earth signs tend to stimu-
late a need to rectify excesses and to opt 
for more conservative (safe) measures. 
They are, therefore, typically engen-
dering a “contraction.” It would be no 
surprise to see the month of February and 
then March as main indicators for a sober-
ing episode in the economy and foreign 
policy departments of the country. 

Following the COVID-19 crisis bail-
outs, unemployment crisis, and financial 
relief programs, it is obvious that the 
whole world is in massive debt, on both a 
governmental and individual scale. While 
individuals and institutions of substantial 
wealth have known how to take advantage 
of the global crisis for yet more colossal 
gains, most people are surviving through 
financial aid and loans. In the astrologi-
cal backdrop, Jupiter galloping towards 
Neptune in Pisces early 2022, represents 
a risk of inflated and manic optimism 
that balloons debt habits to even great-
er extends, only to subsequently spur 
a backlash, and even collapse (see article 
about the Jupiter/Neptune conjunction by 
Maurice in this magazine edition). Combined 
with the timing of the triple conjunction on 
Pluto, it seems quite plausible that this sets 
the stage for that contraction.

THE NEPTUNE FACTOR
In the Sibley USA natal chart, Neptune 

in Virgo in the 9th house captures the ide-
alism of expansion and the freedom of spirit 
of the country. It shows in the aspiration for 
religious freedoms, the pursuit of profession-
al success (Virgo = employment), and the 
general idealization of everything large scale 
and expansive in the American spirit. 

The 9th house is associated with for-
eign culture, and Neptune here shows both 
sides of this equation—first as a country 
that represents an ideal for immigrants 
flocking from all corners, and on the shad-
ow side, a tainted history of racial imperial-
ism, that has proven particularly damaging 
for native Americans and black people.

The previous Neptune opposition 
occurred in the late 1850’s, a time of tre-
mendous tumult that resulted in the civil 
war (1861). The movement to abolish 

slavery, initially sabotaged by President 
Buchanan, was resurrected by Lincoln’s 
election in 1861. Racial issues were indeed 
on the forefront at the time.

Neptune entered Pisces in 1849 at the 
onset of the California Gold Rush, capturing 
the idealism of promise for better prospects 
and quick wealth beyond existing horizons. 
The yearning for the formidable and expan-
sive is indeed a recognizable Neptune in 
the 9th house urge. On the flip side, the 
gold rush had a devastating effect on the 
native American population and the envi-
ronment. (Pluto was at the time in Aries, 
square natal Pluto in Capricorn)

The current Neptune – Neptune 
opposition (square Mars in Gemini) 
has already brought cultural issues to 
the forefront, particularly since May 2020 
with George Floyd’s killing and Black Lives 
Matter protests. 

Neptune entered 
Pisces in 1849 at the 

onset of the  
California Gold Rush, 
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of promise for better 
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This transit can also affect internation-
al trade and foreign policy agreements, 
as well as racial issues. With both Pluto 
in the 2nd house and Neptune in the 9th 
house, we suspect that financial matters 
(2nd house) are impacted by foreign policy 
measures (9th house). On a positive note, 
this can suggest that new alliances and 
trade agreements will help revitalize the 
economy. On the somber side, the Neptune 
opposition can spur an international crisis 
that negatively affects financial prospects.

ESCAPE INTO SPIRITUALITY
With Pluto in an earth sign and house, 

affecting material concerns, and with 
Neptune and Jupiter in Pisces representing 
a yearning for spiritual solace, we see an 
interplay between spirit and matter. When 
material security is compromised, spirituali-
ty can turn into a refuge, or an escape. 

A recent example capturing these 
dynamics occurred during the pandemic, 
when people, disoriented at the face of 
deep existential uncertainty and this collec-
tive angst, galvanized the emergence of out-
landish movements, such as cultish Q-Anon. 
When struggles occur on the material plane, 

ideology and spirituality can become indeed 
an escape. Recently, Q-Anon followers 
were lining up at the assassination site of 
President JFK in Dallas, to see his son Junior 
resurrect from the dead in order to serve as 
a Vice-President in the 2024 Trump adminis-
tration. This is a full-fledged manic episode, 
and Jupiter was not even in Pisces yet!

JUPITER MOVES INTO ARIES – MAY 2022
Will the Pluto return represent a 

new stage of collapse to destroy the 
remains of a damaged system? It should 
certainly not be underestimated in the 

light of the multiple factors described here 
in place. People who have nothing left to 
lose are hardest to control, and we can only 
hope enough wisdom is available to avoid 
this worst-case scenario. Jupiter in Pisces 
and its subsequent ingress into Aries 
captures the untamed spirit of the people, 
similar to a caged animal who breaks free 
and is now unstoppable. In other words, 
2022 has to be treaded carefully because 
the extremes of contractions and subse-
quent compensating “manic type” behavior, 
are expected.

The wise will know how to navigate 
these wild currents by supporting reforms 
that are both sustainable, and yet benefi-
cial to the majority of world citizens who 
are doing their best to get by. Humanity 
does not have to learn the hard way, 
though it often does. 

Maurice Fernandez, author of the books 
Neptune, the 12th House, and Pisces and 
Astrology and the Evolution of Consciousness—
Volume One, is a leading Evolutionary Astrologer 
with a worldwide reputation of depth and excellence 
for his training program, publications, and con-
sulting work. He is currently based in Arizona and 
leads an acclaimed diploma program in Astrology. 
Maurice is OPA certified and served as the president 
of the organization for three consecutive terms 
(2014-2020). www.mauricefernandez.com
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The Pluto return is especially relevant 
to this Nodal shift because it occurs when 
the Nodes are in Scorpio – Taurus. At the 
closing of this significant 246-year cycle for 
the United States, the country, as a whole, 
will likely undergo a powerful transforma-
tion whereby old patterns in multiple areas 
will be relinquished.  The profound shift 
clears the slate for the new era of Aquarius 
that will take shape as Pluto enters the sign 
in 2024/2025.

The incoming model of Aquarius 
leans toward innovative, futuristic, 
community-centered ideas, along with a 
growth of technology and our interaction 
with it. As a consequence, we may be look-
ing at a new matrix where technology and 
consciousness will meet — a collective 
dynamic where more people are eager to 
leave old traditions behind and embrace 
future possibilities and innovations. 

As the Lunar Nodes awaken the axis of 
resources and value systems, Taurus, and 
Scorpio, we note that the rulers Venus and 
Pluto are in unique stages of their cycle, 
with Venus retrograde, and Pluto finishing 
its U.S. return. These influences will likely 
signify a global redirection of values, which 
means we may witness the collapse of cur-

O n January 18, 2022, the Lunar 
Nodes will transit from Gemini 
and Sagittarius into Taurus and 

Scorpio, marking for the next 18.6 
months a new cycle of evolutionary chal-
lenges and opportunities.  In this article, 
I’ll explore the heart, soul, and essence 
of the Nodal shift and what that might 
signify for the world, for you individual-
ly, for your loved ones, and clients. 

What Are Lunar Nodes
The North and the South Node of the 

Moon are not celestial bodies, but rather 
intersection points between the orbits of 
the Moon and the Earth. From the perspec-
tive of evolutionary astrology, the North 
Node of the Moon indicates the territory 
that the soul needs to focus on in this life-
time to grow. The South Node of the Moon 
represents mastery and lessons we have 
already experienced, often experienced as 
conscious or unconscious memories and 
patterns that accompany us since birth. The 
South and North Node are always exactly 
opposite, forming an axis.

The Nodal axis remains in a set of signs 
for 18.6 months, travelling clockwise in a 
retrograde motion through the Zodiac. A 
shift of sign is highly significant and can 
usher in important changes for the world. 

 The Lunar Nodes & Eclipses
The Lunar Nodes are also the markers 

of eclipses; when a New or Full Moon occurs 
near one of the Lunar Nodes, we experience 
eclipses from the Earth’s vantage point. This 
means that our next series of eclipses will 
take place in the Taurus-Scorpio axis. The 
themes intrinsic to this axis include desire, 
values, resources, intimacy, relationships, 
and body-mind connection.  

Historically, eclipses were important 
celestial events, whether feared or revered. 
Many people can experience an eerie feel-
ing whenever an eclipse is coming. Since 

they occur near the Lunar Nodes, eclipses 
can activate bursts of energy that fuel our 
evolution, personally and collectively. They 
create portals through which important 
changes can occur rapidly.

The Impact of the Lunar Nodes’ Shift
To better understand the influence of 

the Nodal shift, look back at the previous 
cycle where the Gemini and Sagittarius 
Nodes have been transiting in your natal 
chart. Take note of the houses they have 
occupied, then consider the overall themes 
that you have experienced in the past 
18 months and how it affected your life. 
Next, revisit the last time the Taurus and 
Scorpio axis Nodes occurred in 2003-
2004, and how that affected you. Similar 
themes may emerge in 2022, but naturally, 
the context will be different since you have 
changed and evolved, and our cultural 
environment is different. 

Planetary rulership is also a key 
factor. Taurus is ruled by Venus, and, in 
modern astrology, Scorpio is ruled by Pluto. 
To gain a deeper understanding of the col-
lective impact, consider the larger cycles, 
such as the USA’s Pluto return coming up in 
2022, which first perfects in February 2022, 
with two additional passes over the course 
of the year. 

The Nodal axis remains 
in a set of signs for 

18.6 months, A shift  
of sign is highly  
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usher in important 
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The sign of Taurus, in turn, represents 
stability and consistency, and with the 
North Node in the sign, we will see many 
seeking emotional stability within their 
relationships and a turn to more grounded, 
embodied ways of living. As a consequence, 
in relationships around the world, people 
will be exploring new depths of power 
and connection together. This will bring an 
opportunity for the divine feminine and 
divine masculine to meet in an elevated 
state of balance within themselves, and 
with each other.

During this time, we are invited to 
develop a new relationship with our re- 
sources, our bodies, and the planet which 
can translate into a burgeoning movement 
to go back to the land, connect with nature, 
and grow our own food.

On a more collective level, possible 
sexually themed scandals may emerge 
and prompt us to re-examine our sexual 
approaches.

In summary, the Scorpio-Taurus 
axis can help us deepen our relationships 
and heal emotional wounds, signifying 
an opportunity to ground ourselves and 
preserve what we truly value. On a more 
global level, we are invited to develop new 
approaches to the use of resources, some-
thing that can have deep ramifications on 
financial systems.

Raquel Spring is a 4th generation Astrologer, 
known for her unique methods and multi-dimen-
sional approach to Astrology which allows her to 
dive deep into the heart and soul of any chart. Based 
out of Sedona, AZ her work today includes mento-
ring, teaching, writing, videos, retreats, speaking 
events, and private sessions, where she combines 
technique with spirit, bringing Astrology to many 
from the eyes of the soul. www.raquelspring.com

rent financial structures, the devaluation 
of paper money, the release of debt, and a 
shift of power on this planet. 

Venus Retrograde as ruler of  
the North Node 

The planet Venus will be retrograde 
from December 19, 2021 – January 29, 2022. 
This is important since Venus is “crowned” 
the new ruler of the North Node with an 
ingression into Taurus. Venus retrograde 
adds a unique flavor to this transit of the 
Nodes. Whenever a planet retrogrades, 
they offer a different perspective on related 
themes, compelling us to go within, and lis-
ten. The new themes that Venus brings will 
call us to go within and to understand our-
selves through the light of a whole new set 
of issues. We may redefine our values, priori-
ties, and existing approach to relationships. 

Values, Desire, and Relationships 
With the nodal focus in the signs of 

Taurus and Scorpio, we can expect to see 
profound changes to our current financial 
structures, mirroring the deeper restructur-
ing of our own inner value system.

This axis also activates our sensuality 
and emotions, marking a time to rediscov-
er, or further develop our sexuality. The 
South Node in Scorpio will challenge us to 
face new depths of our emotions, and to 
transform our relationships at a core level. 
Themes that have been kept under the rug 
for some time will be ready to come to the 
light, beckoning us to look at them in a real 
and raw way. This influence will drive many 
relationships to the edge, as deep secrets, 
now ready to be exposed, activate a catalyst 
point of transformation to our relationships 
and sexual experiences.

As the Lunar Nodes 
awaken the axis of  

resources and value 
systems, Taurus, and 

Scorpio, we note that 
the rulers Venus and 
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and Pluto finishing  

its U.S. return.
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• the highs and lows of loving
• love and anger
• harmony and dissonance
• relationship harmony or lack of it
• what is beautiful 
• finding beauty within 

The Venus retrograde cycle is approx-
imately 40 days. Its cycle varies from 40 to 
44 days every 18 - 19 months, or so. Forty 
is a magical number in various traditions. 
Consider how there are 40 days in a Venus 
retrograde cycle, and it takes 40 weeks for a 
child to grow in the womb. There are bibli-
cal stories of rain for 40 days and 40 nights, 
or of wandering for 40 years in the desert. 
In the mystical Kabbalah, 40 is the number 
of fruition and abundance.

In modern astrology, Venus represents 
the inner feminine, money matters, and 
what you innately value. Venus is the god-
dess of love, art and beauty. In a birth chart, 
the Venus position illuminates what we are 
attracted to in relationship. It also gives 
clues to our innate priorities and desires.

T he planet Venus is the brightest 
object shining in the sky after the 
Sun and the Moon. If you look up 

and listen to her, you might notice she 
is speaking to you softly, or maybe rad-
ically raging for you to pay attention to 
what is important.

She is attractive and alluring. Venus is 
the Goddess of Love, as well as the planet 
of priorities. In a 584-day cycle, she reveals 
herself both as an evening star and a morn-
ing star. In early evenings, you will find her 
in the West just after sunset, when she then 
disappears, retracts, and retreats, seem-
ingly hiding in the glow of the Sun. Venus 
reemerges in the morning sky, rising softly 
in the East. 

The 40-41-day Venus Retrograde 
cycle serves as a symbolic reminder to 
reconsider and reevaluate all the matters 
of the heart. The period before, during, 
and after the Venus retrograde cycle 
marks a time to pay attention to your 
emotional life and process.  

What does it mean when a planet 
goes retrograde? 

A retrograde is simply an illusion. From 
our view on Earth, some planets appear to 

stand still in the sky, then apparently move 
backwards against the backdrop of stars. 
The illusion is the cycle of stopping, slow-
ing down, and reversing before moving 
forward again. When a planet stations, 
about to go retrograde, astrologers say 
there is more power with this planet. Why? 

Like an acupuncture session that 
aligns the meridians of a body, imagine the 
planet energizing a particular region of the 
sky. When you look at your birth chart, the 
planet in transit touches or aligns a specific 
area of your life. Planets in retrograde serve 
as a symbol to reevaluate, revise, redo, 
retract, retreat, or resurrect.

When Mercury is retrograde, The 
Messenger gets a bad rap for transporta-
tion glitches and miscommunications. Since 
Mercury is the planet of speed, commerce, 
and communication, it serves as a symbol 
to slow down or reconnect. During a Venus 
retrograde, all elements of love and relat-
ing are open for reflection or review. A 
transit of Venus retrograde in the current 
sky story is symbolic to retreat and go 
deeper within.

The realm of relationship can be front 
and center during a Venus Retrograde 
cycle. The love planet amplifies: 

Venus Retrograde 
in Capricorn  

Acknowledge  
Your Ancestry  

by  Kathryn Andren 
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Venus Retrograde Cycle in 
Capricorn: December 19, 2021 –
January 29, 2022

There are several phases of a ret-
rograde cycle: the apparent retrograde 
motion, and shadow periods both before 
and after. December 19, 2021, to January 
29, 2022, Venus is Retrograde, from 26 to 
11 degrees of Capricorn.  The first shadow 
period begins November 18, 2021, when 
Venus crosses 11 Capricorn. Then, the sec-
ond retrograde shadow completes when 
Venus crosses 26 degrees Capricorn on 
February 16, 2022.

One of the most significant aspects 
of this Venus Retrograde is its conjunction 
with Pluto in Capricorn at 25 degrees at 
the beginning of the cycle on December 
19. Pluto is considered a planet signifying 
power and disempowerment in modern 
astrology, so this conjunction signifies 
greater potency to the coming Venus cycle. 
As Venus retrograde aligns with Pluto, this 
is a powerful time to reflect on the heart 
and deeply redefine personal values in the 
realm of relationships.  

Careful Capricorn and  
Honoring Ancestry

With Venus in the sign of Capricorn, this 
adds emphasis on creating healthy boundar-
ies in your most intimate relationships. What 
are the guidelines and standards for your cur-
rent relating? The zodiac sign of Capricorn 
also connects to family lineage, honor, and 
respect. Consider the relationship to your 
family of origin. What in your life requires 
remedy, rectification, or reconciliation?

Are you a fool for love? Look at your 
own chart for clues to see how this potent 
planet pattern energizes your life. First, 

find where 11 - 26 degrees Capricorn falls 
in your natal chart. Then note the house 
where Venus stations retrograde. This will 
show you what area of life is amplified 
moving into the new year. 

Reflecting On Recent Venus 
Retrograde Cycles

Since the spirit of a retrograde cycle is 
reflection, here is a brief list of the recent 
Venus retrogrades. Can you recall who you 
were with, and what was important to you, 
then and now? 

The last Venus Retrograde in the 
sign of Capricorn was during December 
21, 2013 - January 31, 2014. (Note: Station 
Rx at 28 Capricorn, D at 13 Capricorn, with  
Pluto at 11 degrees Capricorn. In 2021, the 
retrograde begins with Venus conjunct 
Pluto, and in 2014, the Venus retrograde 
ended conjunct Pluto.)

• July 2015, 3 Leo to 14 Leo:   
7/7/15 – 9/6/15

• March 2017, 13 Aries to 3 Taurus: 
3/4/17 – 4/15/17

• October 2018, 10 Scorpio to 25 Libra: 
10/5/18 – 11/16/18

• May 2020, 21 Gemini to 5 Gemini: 
5/13/2020 – 6/25/2020

Look to your own chart and see what 
houses or areas of life are activated by both 
Taurus and Libra. Venus is the planetary 
ruler for the zodiac signs Taurus and Libra. 
This signification may give further clues 
how a Venus retrograde stimulates you and 
your birth chart.

Taurus is an earth sign — cozy and 
comfortable, and relates to money matters, 
the practical plans of life, and true values. 
Dive deeply into your desires and enjoy 
life’s little pleasures. Notice what happens 
in your body when all the senses are stimu-
lated; a tantalizing touch, a mouth-watering 
meal, or when you simply stop and smell 
the roses. Libra is an air sign related to intel-
lect, reason, arts and culture. It reflects the 
desire for relationship harmony and equali-
ty in partnership.

Venus retrograde is generally an inward 
time, where reflection rather than reaction is 
required. 

Supportive Suggestions for Venus 
Retrograde in Capricorn

• Honor your ancestry and pay 
respects to tradition 

• Reassess priorities and be honest 
about your values

• Reevaluate finances, money matters, 
and access to resources

• Reflect on your self esteem 
• Honor your sense of self worth
• Reconsider what you learned from 

former love relationships
• Take a step back before beginning a 

new relationship
• Reinvent yourself

Venus retrograde timing is an opportu-
nity to explore your inner world. Take some 
time out just for you. Consciously create 
time and space in your schedule this holiday 
season to relax, reflect, and enjoy yourself! 
Here are potential contemplation questions 
for the coming Venus retrograde cycle.

Contemplation Questions:

• Who am I attracted to and why? 
What is most important to me? Do  
I use my power of attraction wisely?

• Does following my desire bring me 
pleasure or pain? What do I find 
alluring? Who do I truly value and 
cherish?

• How can I deepen my love for self 
and others? How can I be more 
open and receptive? How can I 
create inner harmony and peace 
within?

Venus Through the Zodiac and 
Corresponding Houses

Venus in Aries or in 1st House:   
Let’s play. I love to create. I am the part of 
you who loves to initiate. I value enthusi-
asm and assertive action.

Venus in Taurus or in 2nd House:   
Let’s slow down. Comfort me, feed me, love 
me. I love to receive. I am the part of you 
who appreciates all the senses, touching, 
smelling, tasting, and seeing beauty. I 
value safety.

Venus in Gemini or in 3rd House:  
Let’s talk! I am the part of you who loves to 
engage in brilliant conversation. Share with 
me. I appreciate multiple ideas and enjoy 
different cultures. I value variety.

Venus in Cancer or in 4th House: 
Let’s cozy up at home. I love my family and 
community. I am the part of you who 

With Venus in the  
sign of Capricorn, this 

adds emphasis on  
creating healthy 

boundaries in your 
most intimate  

relationships. What 
are the guidelines and 

standards for your  
current relating?



 OPA’s Quarterly Magazinepage 48    The Career Astrologer

KATHRYN ANDREN

appreciates connection and caring. I 
value privacy.

Venus in Leo or in 5th House: 
Let’s shine. I want to know I am important 
to you. I am the part of you who enjoys 
being the center of attention. I value 
heartfelt expression.

Venus in Virgo or in 6th House: 
Let’s serve others. I am the part of you who 
loves order, cleanliness, and focused atten-
tion to detail. I value routine.

Venus in Libra or in 7th House: 
Let’s do it together. I am the part of you 
who loves being the peacemaker. I love 
balance, beauty, arts, music and harmony. 
I value partnership.

Venus in Scorpio or in the 8th House: 
Let’s go deep. I am the part of you who 
loves magic and mystery. I value intensely 
experiencing life force energy!

Venus in Sagittarius or 9th House: 
Let’s travel. I am the part of you who enjoys 
adventuring, teaching and being the phi-
losopher. I love adventure, being on a 
spiritual quest, and exploring new worlds. 
I value the truth.

Venus in Capricorn or the 10th House: 
Let’s build something together. I am the part 
of you who appreciates responsibility. I 
respect rules and regulation. I am the matri-
arch and the patriarch. I value tradition.

Venus in Aquarius and the 11th House: 
Let’s start a revolution. I am the part of you 
who is a visionary. I love humanity. I am 
emotionally detached to see the big pic-
ture. I value freedom.

Venus in Pisces and the 12th House:
Let’s feel the mystical love union. I feel. I am 
the part of you who enjoys being the poet, 
musician, and dreamer. I value compassion.

Kathryn Andren is a consulting astrologer, artist, 
and writer offering private consultations and class-
es. Dedicated to healing service since 1997, she 
integrates art, astrology, and energy healing in her 
professional practice in the Hudson Valley, NY. Her 
holistic approach is inspired by a deep connection 
to land, sea and sky. She holds a BA in Psychology 
and gracefully integrates over 20 years of profes-
sional experience with intuitive wisdom. To consult 
with Kathryn, email consultwithkathryn@gmail.
com or phone 808-896-3982. Download your free 
eBook, A Journey Through the Zodiac, available 
now at www.theloveastrologer.com
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WAITING FOR VENUS  
by Kathryn Andren c. 2014

1.11.14 – during Venus Retrograde, the 
day Venus conjoins the Sun

You are gone now, 
you big tease in all your brightness 

flirting with me for months

You have disappeared
but I know 

where you are hiding 

Seeing you these past few weeks, 
simply knowing you’d be going 

has made our time together  
more sweet

Only for now the wonders of the  
West are dissolved

you will come back to me
Goddess of Love

I await your return
anticipating 

your arrival in the East

Watching waiting longing for you
Venus retrograde

my star gaze love affair

THE YEAR  2022   

Michelle McAfee, designer

Michelle McAfee is an Oregon based writer, 
photographer, visual artist, and creator of 
SONGBONES Podcast & Magazine.

https://www.michellemcafeephoto.com
www.michellemcafee.com
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H ello beautiful Astrology 
Soulmates. I hope that the new 
season has you excited about the 

fresh opportunities available to us. 
Over the last year, I’ve had the privilege 

to speak about business in astrology with 
our community, and, here, I will explore 
options to diversify income streams in 
our profession. As astrologers, we are not 
limited to one-on-one consultations—par-
ticularly with today’s technology, which has 
created opportunities for active and pas-
sive income.

Join me in this essay to explore further 
direction and inspiration.

SUGGESTIONS FOR 
DIVERSIFYING SERVICES

Short online or phone readings: 
Because they are the most affordable, these 
offerings will be more readily purchased. It 
can give your client a taste of who you are 
and may well build trust for them to pur-
chase more substantial readings. However, 
be sure to protect your boundaries so cli-
ents do not waste or abuse your time. 

Longer private consultations: a fuller 
commitment and higher value, allowing 
you to go deeper, or show more of your 
expertise. This can still be a one-time ser-
vice or repeat longer sessions.

Packaged sessions: Offer a 4 to 6-ses-
sion package deal. This approach builds 
loyalty and provides a more substantial 
flow of income.

Patreon members:  A membership 
with Patreon will inspire people to know 
more about you, receive your newsletters, 
and potentially commit to your services.

Recordings of study material: 
Teaching a class online has the benefit of 
being able to record the session/content in 
high quality. You can resell these recordings 
and create a source of passive income.

Writing blogs or columns: Do you love 
to write? Publishing blogs or articles allows 
readers to learn about your approach and 
commit to your services. Some companies 
pay well for columns and blogs.

FINAL THOUGHTS
This article highlights some of the ben-

efits of business diversification. We each 
have different items in our toolbox, so we 
each will do it our own unique way. But 
for us all, diversifying our astrology ser-
vice increases the odds of sustainability, 
success, and growth.

Stormie Grace is a practicing Astrologer at 
Stormie Grace and houses her own show on 
YouTube producing learning, weekly, monthly, 
and yearly content. Practicing in Colorado and 
around the globe since 2014. Holding a Doctorate 
of Business enables her to apply those skills to 
business and mundane astrology, as well as 
personal chart work. She specializes in teaching 
groups, one on one sessions, and personal read-
ings. Under the study of Steven Forrest and with 
guidance of other Astrology mentors, she contin-
ues to expand the astrology skills and practice in 
Evolutionary Astrology. A Member of OPA, AYA, 
ISAR, NCGR, AFAN, contributor to Astrologyhub.
com, Midheaven Magazine, and faculty member 
for the Portland School of Astrology.
www.stormiegrace.com

REASONS FOR DIVERSIFYING 
ASTROLOGICAL PRODUCTS & 
SERVICES

1.Security
The reliable adage never put all of your 

eggs in one basket—applies here. Under 
the astrology umbrella, having diverse 
sources of income, is, primarily, a safety 
measure. We live in quickly changing times, 
and particularly in the pandemic, our ways 
of accessing clients have been more chal-
lenged. By diversifying our services, we can 
minimize risk in those cases where we can-
not do in-person work, or, for any reason, 
we need to abandon one of our services.

2. Growth of your business
Product diversification is an essential 

strategy that many companies adopt to 
ensure their growth and profitability. As 
you offer more services, you naturally allow 
your business to expand, accordingly.

3. Wider appeal and wider range of 
affordability

You can widen your appeal and 
expand your reach by offering diverse 
services and products that will be priced 
differently. Different people can afford 
different prices; offer something for every-
one—the affordable and the exclusive. 

4. Different levels of commitment 
People like choices and will pre-

fer different levels of commitment. You 
can offer a one-time consultation, or a 
one-time astrology report for those who 
cannot commit beyond that. For more 
committed clients, membership sites, such 
as Patreon, allow your clients to be part 
of your development, and will provide a 
more consistent presence. Offering study 
programs can represent a deeper level of 
loyalty and commitment.

The 
BUSINESS of 
ASTROLOGY
Column by    
Stormie Grace 

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
DIVERSIFYING 
YOUR PRODUCTS 
IN YOUR 
ASTROLOGY 
BUSINESS
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Some historians and astrologers con-
sider August 14, 1747 to be the founding 
date of modern Afghanistan.6 It was then 
that Ahmad Shah Durrani, a Pashtun lead-
er, united Pashtun tribes and created the 
first Afghan Empire, which he named the 
Durrani Empire, after himself. Ahmad Shah 
is widely considered to be the “Father of 
Afghanistan”.7 After Ahmad Shah’s death 
however, his successors were unable to hold 
the empire together and it fragmented. 
Afghanistan continued to be ruled as a mon-
archy until 1973, when a coup by a cousin 
of the King overthrew the monarchy and 
established a single party republic.  Some 
astrologers, including Campion, use the 
date of the coup, July 17, 1973, as a national 
chart of Modern Afghanistan.8 However, on 
April 27, 1978, the new president was killed 
in a coup by pro-communist forces, and yet 
another government was formed, propped 
up by the Soviet Union.

There is a strong argument to be 
made that rather than the above- 
mentioned dates, August 19, 1919 
is the date Modern Afghanistan was 
formed. During the 19th century, while 
still a monarchy, Afghanistan became a 
pawn in what Rudyard Kipling called the 
“Great Game” between Russia and Great 
Britain. Russia sought to expand its vast 
empire into Afghanistan and Great Britain 
sought to protect its border in British-
ruled India (now Pakistan).  In August 
1919, after a series of Anglo-Afghan wars, 
King Amanullah Khan signed the Treaty of 
Rawalpindi with Great Britain and settled 
the boundary line, known as the Durand 
line, between Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

D uring the summer of 2021, the 
eyes of the world were on the 
nation of Afghanistan.  A human-

itarian crisis unfolded before us as the 
United States exited from its twenty-year 
“war on terror”. History tells us there 
have been many attempts by outside 
forces to control and shape the territory 
that is now modern-day Afghanistan; 
astrology can show us why any such 
attempt is always likely to fail. 

Over the course of more than two mil-
lennia, Afghanistan, a landlocked country 
in south central Asia, has been the target 
of imperialist efforts by outside empires. 
Afghanistan is a country of mountains and 
rivers, fertile soil, and vast stony deserts.1 
Its placement along trade routes connect-
ing southern and eastern Asia to Europe 
and the Middle East, makes it an appealing 
target for the competing socio-economic 
interests of outside powers. Invading giants 
have included Alexander the Great, the 
Greeks, Arab Caliphates, Genghis Khan, 
the Mughals of India, the Russian Empire, 
the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union and 
most recently the United States.2  Many 
would-be conquerors have failed in the 
face of the harsh terrain and fiercely inde-
pendent tribal population. 

Determining the Natal Chart  
of Afghanistan

Figuring out the horoscope of a 
nation can be difficult. In The Book of World 
Horoscopes, Nicholas Campion points out 
that an astrologer shouldn’t necessarily 
look for what they deem to be the “correct” 
horoscope, but rather look at the signif-
icance of a given horoscope.3 Campion 
maintains the moment when a national 
horoscope should be set is when the 
balance of power “shifts irrevocably from 
the old order to the new” and that the 
proclamation of such an event is critically 
important.4 The proclamation is the point 
when the nation’s “population as a whole 
becomes aware of the relevant event, or if 
it is already aware of it, accepts its finality.” 5  

THE ASTROLOGY  
OF AFGHANISTAN

A VERY LEO NATION
by Denise Menton  
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The Treaty, signed on August 8, 1919, rec-
ognized the “independent government” of 
Afghanistan, but it did not explicitly recog-
nize Afghanistan as an independent nation.9  

A letter subsequently sent to Amanullah 
Khan by H.S Grant, Britain’s chief negotiator, 
and appended to the Treaty stated: “said 
Treaty and this letter leave Afghanistan 
officially free and independent in its inter-
nal and external affairs.”10 Following these 
events, Amanullah Khan formally declared 
Afghanistan to be an independent nation 
and August 19th to be its Independence 
Day11. This is the date celebrated by the 
people of Afghanistan, much like July 4th 
is celebrated by the people of the United 
States, and is the date officially recognized 
by the US Library of Congress as the date of 
Afghanistan’s independence.12 

There is no time associated with Khan’s 
formal declaration and no information on 
how the declaration was made, only that 
it was to take effect on August 19, 1919. 
When there is no time for an astrologi-
cal horoscope, there are three options: 
a midnight chart, a sunrise chart, or a 
noon chart. Here, if one is to use either 
midnight or sunrise (4:46 AM Kabul, 
Afghanistan August 19, 1919) Afghanistan 
would have Moon in Taurus; with a noon 
chart, Afghanistan would have Moon in 
Gemini. There is some precedent for 
using a midnight chart for a nation when 
a date is declared, but there is no specific 
timed event; for example, the chart for the 
Dominion of Canada is a midnight chart.13 

Here, there was a clear intent by Amanullah 
Khan for independence to take effect on 
August 19th. Therefore, it is appropriate to 
view the date from its inception, and a mid-
night chart will be used.

Using the Declaration of Independence 
as the critical event, the chart of Modern 
Afghanistan is as follows: August 19, 
1919, Kabul Afghanistan 12:00AM.

Delineating the Chart
Afghanistan has Sun in Leo in the 

third house, Moon in Taurus in the 
twelfth and Gemini rising. The dom-
inant eastern hemisphere, with eight 
planets, including the Sun and the Moon, 
shows that Afghanistan is inherently a 
self-contained and independent nation. 
The loaded first quadrant, which houses 
seven planets, indicates a country very con-
cerned with its identity, and not very inter-
ested in interacting with the outside world. 
The two Lights, both in dignity, show 
a strong sense of national pride and 
honor. Mercury in Leo, the ruler of the 
chart, tells us that this nation is going to 

Every single planet 
 in the chart is  

disposited by the  
Sun in Leo in the  

third house.   

attract a lot of attention. But most impor-
tantly, every single planet in the chart is dis-
posited by the Sun in Leo in the third house. 
The only planet that conceivably enjoys a 
co-rulership outside of the Sun is Uranus in 
Aquarius, however, using Uranus’ traditional 
ruler Saturn and the rules of dispositor-
ship, even Uranus, the plant of disruption, 
answers to the Sun. Sun and Uranus, in 
opposition, are at the bendings of the 
chart’s nodes, showing that there must be 
an integration of this dichotomy; how the 
Sun accomplishes that is highly determi-
native of the country’s ultimate destiny. 

The Sun in Leo in the third house 
shows how strongly the nation wants to 
lead itself, and how tied its leaders are 
to their community. In her book, Houses: 
Temples of the Sky, Deborah Houlding 
notes that the third house represents not 
only our communications, short term travel, 
siblings and neighbors, but also, our commu-
nity spirit; Houlding points out that modern 
astrologers have lost sight of the importance 
that community spirit held for our ances-
tors.14  This is very relevant to the chart 
of Afghanistan. Afghanistan is a tribal 
nation; the largest percentage of Afghan 
people, forty-two percent, belong to the 
Pashtun tribe, or rather, an extended net-
work of Pashtun tribes or clans.15 The honor 
of the men is dependent on the honor of 
the women, and vice versa. Protecting one’s 
family and tribe is an essential feature of 
Pashtun society and of Pashtunwali, their 
honor code and unwritten law. The tenets 
of Pashtunwali include courage, revenge, 
defense of women, and hospitality to 
guests. All leaders of Afghanistan since its 
inception in 1747, including presidents of 
the republic and the Taliban, have been 
Pashtun. However, despite the Pashtunwali 
tenet of hospitality, no outsider will ever 
take priority over the community itself or 
the community spirit. The community, even 
if they fight amongst themselves, will ulti-
mately stick together. 

The Sun in opposition to Uranus in 
Aquarius the 9th house shows that the 
country will endure constant upheaval and 
revolution, often instigated by foreigners 
and outsiders. The history of Afghanistan, 
discussed above, has certainly shown that 
to be true. Uranus, at twenty-nine degrees 
(29.55°), an anaretic degree, tells us the 
country could be stressed to the point of 
separating itself from the outside world. 
The Moon in the twelfth house is the 
focal point of a T-Square between Sun, 
Uranus, and the Moon, showing that the 
people of the country and particularly the 
women, will bear the brunt of this con-
stant upheaval. Afghanistan’s Moon is 
exalted in Taurus. However, its position in 
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AFGHANISTAN

the twelfth house and conjunct the South 
Node shows that despite Moon’s dignified 
status, the people are vulnerable and sub-
ject to loss, misfortune, and imprisonment. 
In addition, they have no real power, as an 
exalted planet is only an “honored guest”. 
Moon also makes an approaching square 
to Saturn in Virgo in the 3rd house, the 
ruler of Uranus. Saturn in Virgo is pere-
grine, with no essential dignity. As a pere-
grine planet, Saturn is a foreigner, someone 
who exerts their authority but has no real 
ties to the community. The T-square to the 
Moon, and Moon’s square to Saturn show 
how the needs of the people, including 
physical and emotional security, will always 
be threatened by outside forces who seek 
to challenge the authority of the Sun. 
Ultimately, though, those external forces 
cannot succeed, as the Sun is the chart’s 
ultimate ruler.

The Moon in Taurus very clearly 
tells the story of women in Afghanistan. 
Moon makes a separating trine, the clos-
est aspect in the chart (6 minutes), to its 
ruler, Venus in Virgo. Venus is in both det-
riment and fall but is accidently dignified 
by its position in the angular fourth house. 
According to Pashtun tradition, to preserve 
her modesty and honor, a woman must 
be veiled, and can be seen by no outsider. 
There is no more perfect example of this 
aspect than an Afghan woman, veiled and 
hidden in her home. On the positive side 
though, there is a graciousness associated 
with a Moon–Venus trine that outsiders 
may not see. Many Westerners view the 
veiling of women as oppressive, even 
abhorrent, but to the Pashtun, protecting 
the honor of women is critical. In 1985 a 
photograph of a beautiful Pashtun girl, with 
piercing green eyes, appeared on the cover 
of National Geographic for a story that cov-
ered the plight of Afghanistan refugees. 
Seventeen years later, photographer Steve 
McCurry tracked down his subject in rural 
Afghanistan and revealed the brutal reality 
of her life since that first story. When asked 
about her burqa though, she comment-
ed: “It’s a beautiful thing to wear…not a 
curse.”16 Many other Afghan women, inter-
viewed by reporters over the years have 
said the same thing. Westerners may not 
understand that, but it’s not our culture.

A more significant astrological factor 
that shows the debilitated state of women 
in the chart is the tight sextile, within 7 
minutes, between the Moon in Taurus 
and Mars in Cancer in the second house. 
Mars is in its fall, uncomfortable in emo-
tional, nurturing Cancer, and may overreact 
with violence and oppression, all in the 

name of protecting family honor. In addi-
tion, while Moon is at home in Cancer, Mars 
is in detriment in Taurus. Mutual reception 
(astrological symbiosis when planets are in 
the sign of each other’s dignity) between 
Mars and the Moon is not a benefit here, 
but rather might exacerbate the worst fea-
tures of a debilitated Mars. Mars also makes 
a separating sextile (within 30 minutes) 
to Venus in the 4th house, showing they 
are not protecting the women, but rather 
imprisoning them alone at home. When the 
men are out fighting amongst themselves, 
the women who depend on them are left 
abandoned and destitute. In this chart, 
Mars in its fall is unable to express the 
highest and best tenets of Pashtunwali and 
become destructive instead.

 An unfortunate manifestation of the 
aspect between Moon and Mars is that 
Afghanistan is one of the poorest coun-
tries in the world. More than half of the 
population live in poverty. And yet, there 
are billions of dollars of natural resourc-
es and mineral wealth trapped beneath 
the surface of the earth in Afghanistan,17 

another piece of the story symbolized 
by the Moon in Taurus hidden in the 12th 
house. According to the Borgen Project, 
a non-profit organization that addresses 
global poverty, one of the main causes of 
poverty in Afghanistan is continued armed 
conflict.18  And as is fitting when talking 
about the Moon, poverty and war have an 
emotional as well as physical toll; the Borgen 
Project cites a 2018 Gallup poll that showed 
only 36% of Afghan people said they had 
smiled or laughed the previous day.19 

During the twenty years of US occu-
pation, life in urban areas of Afghanistan 
modernized, but life in rural areas remained 
much the same. Rural Afghanistan is deeply 
conservative and many areas were already 
ruled by the Taliban prior to the United 
States’ entrance and exit. And prior to the 
Taliban, tribal elders ruled by fiat. Those 
rulings are brutal, but they are accepted by 
the community. According to a recent study 
conducted by the Brookings Institute, sev-
enty-six percent of women in Afghanistan 
live in rural areas, as opposed to urban. 
Rural women interviewed during 2019 and 
2020 said their lives have been made worse 
by the constant fighting and deaths of their 
male family members; those women said 
they prefer peace under any circumstances, 
even under a Taliban rule.20

The Taliban originated in Pashtun 
territories that lie along the Afghanistan/
Pakistan border. The Durand line divid-
ed the Pashtun into two countries, but 
the border has been porous and the tribal 
ties never separated. Recent reports by US 
government officials, as well as numerous 
reports in the news indicate that Pakistan, 
particularly the Pakistan Taliban and the 
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), helped 
the Taliban defeat and overrun Afghan 

The Moon in Taurus 
very clearly tells the 
story of women in 
Afghanistan. Moon 
makes a separating 
trine, the closest  

aspect in the chart  
(6 minutes), to its  

ruler, Venus in Virgo.  
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forces leading up to the United States 
withdrawal.21 The co-mingling of Afghan 
and Pakistan Taliban (as well as other 
foreign Sunni Islamic fundamentalists) 
brings a foreign element into the leader-
ship of Afghanistan. If that turns out to be 
the case, then the Taliban may not suc-
ceed in staying in power. Already, some 
Afghan women are protesting the severe 
black niqab newly favored by the Taliban 
as being inauthentic to Afghan culture. 
Afghan women may not mind wearing a 
burqa, but they won’t want to wear some-
thing that’s imported. 

Women are at the core of 
Afghanistan’s chart, and with Venus trine 
Moon and sextile Mars, they may be its 
hidden fighters as well. Over the past twen-
ty years, women, particularly in urban areas, 
have gained advances in education, health 
care and politics. How the Taliban accom-
modates those changes will be critical to 
its success in ruling the country. The Sun 
in the third house must take care of its 
community.

Transiting Jupiter and  
the Summer of 2021

The transit of Jupiter to Afghanistan’s 
chart in the spring and summer of 2021 
shows the departure of American and 
other Western forces, and the luck that 
departure will bring to both the Sun and 
the Moon. Jupiter transiting in Aquarius 
in the 9th house represents a big foreign 
power, as well as a foreign belief system; 
Jupiter in Aquarius is progressive and 
visionary, but also peregrine. In April 
and May, Jupiter, in direct motion, made its 
first transit to oppose the Sun, square the 
Moon and conjunct Uranus. And any tran-
sit to the Moon will also necessarily affect 
Mars and Venus as well, since those three 
planets are in a close aspect network. On 
April 15, US President Joe Biden announced 
that the United States was going to leave 
Afghanistan; Jupiter was at 25 degrees 
Aquarius, separating within one degree 
from opposition to the Sun. On July 2, 
when Jupiter had moved into Pisces, its 

ruler, within one degree of Afghanistan’s 
MC, the US unceremoniously closed the 
Bagram Air Base, handing an unexpected 
victory to Taliban forces. By the end of July, 
when Jupiter was at 29° Aquarius, pere-
grine, retrograde and in the cadent 9th 
house, most of the US troops were gone.

On August 15th, the President of 
the Afghan republic, Ashraf Ghani, fled 
Afghanistan, essentially surrendering 
the country to advancing Taliban forces. 
That evening, the Taliban broadcast a live 
statement to the world from the former 
President’s desk. The time of that state-
ment, as shown live in an exclusive Al 
Jazeera video, was 10:36pm LT. Transiting 
Jupiter in Aquarius, retrograde at 27 
degrees, was exactly square natal Moon 
and approaching opposition to the Sun. At 
that moment, transiting Moon was exactly 
square the Sun. This was a highly emotion-
al moment. On September 11, 2021, the 
date President Joe Biden originally said the 
United States would be gone, Jupiter was 
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retrograde at 24° Aquarius, exactly opposite 
Afghanistan’s Sun within 5 seconds. On a 
most somber day for the United States, the 
Taliban celebrated. 

Looking Ahead
The question of whether the Sun will 

retain any of Jupiter’s social justice ideals, 
and how that will affect the people of the 
country remains to be seen. As Jupiter 
turns direct and begins its last transit over 
Sun and Uranus, another foreign force, IS-K 
(Islamic State Khorasan Province), steps up 
its ideological and physical attacks on the 
Taliban and the people of Afghanistan. The 
ingress of Jupiter back into its home sign 
of Pisces at the end of December 2021, in 
Afghanistan’s 10th house, will hopefully 
bring luck, attention and aid to the impov-
erished people of Afghanistan. Perhaps it 
will bring a renewal of spirit as well. 

The transit of Saturn in Aquarius over 
the next year and a half will also be very 
illuminating, as Saturn is in rulership, but 

in a socially progressive sign. Saturn will 
oppose Neptune, making the dream of 
leadership more real, before moving 
to oppose the Sun, square the Moon 
and conjunct Uranus. By the beginning 
of 2023, the world will have much more 
information about whether the Taliban will 
be able to lead Afghanistan, and what that 
reality will look like.

Conclusion
The story of Afghanistan can be told 

simply through the interpretation of the 
Sun and the Moon. Both have dignity but 
the Sun will always be in charge. The peo-
ple of Afghanistan don’t mind deferring 
to the Sun, in fact they expect it, but they 
won’t take orders from anyone who is not 
a member of their own community. No 
outside leader will ever succeed in running 
Afghanistan; the fate of their nation is in 
their own hands.

AFGHANISTAN

The story of  
Afghanistan can be 
told simply through 
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of the Sun and the 
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“By Will Alone I Set My Mind  
In Motion”

Unless you have been living under 
a rock on Arrakis since Frank Herbert 
wrote his classic sci-fi novel DUNE in 
1965, you should have picked up a little 
bit of the spice-philosophy which has 
seeped into Western culture in the last 
five and a half decades. 

A new version of the film has just been 
released, so with that I dedicate this article 
to Frank Herbert’s prophetic visions and 
to Spice Malange. We come to this fourth 
and final installment of Breaking The Fourth 

“A Beginning is a Delicate Time”
As a mental practice, I ask students of 

metaphysics to analyze the details of some-
thing with the ‘left-eye microscope’, and 
to look at the macro perspective through 
the ‘right-eye telescope’. In order to see 
more clearly, one synthesizes these two 
realities with ‘third-eye meta-vision’. Within 
this exercise, I ask them to take in what res-
onates with what they already are aware 

of; dismiss what does not or which they 
are not ready to hear, allowing it to pass 
through them. 

First, we will get the basics out of the 
way. As a prefix, macro- means “long, large, 
thin, extended”, or “very large in scale or 
scope”. Of course, this idea is best embod-
ied in the word macrocosmic. I like to think 
of macro as ‘perceiving from higher order 
of magnitude’. A new favorite word of mine 
is macroevolution: large-scale evolution 
occurring over a very long period of time, 
which results in the formation of new spe-
cies and higher-level taxonomic groups. I 
like that word because it implies a direction 
and a transitional boundary, which I believe 
humanity is currently crossing. As we have 
entered this portal to the ‘great shift of 
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Wall — Macro Reality. This has been a brief 
exercise in how astrological and evolution-
ary principles relate to the expanding details 
of our reality. In the first piece, we reviewed 
the meta- principles of perception underly-
ing the matrix of what we call “the real”. In 
the second, we dove into the micro- connec-
tions within the quantum realm, the ‘storm’ 
of awakening collective consciousness, and 
the concept of geometric structures under-
lying the language of astrology. In the third 
article, we briefly pondered the meso—the 
middle ground—the merging point of ener-
gy, matter and biology. 

Throughout, we have also looked at 
the implications of faulty, unintegrated 
science and how it plays a role in societies’ 
opinions of astrology throughout time. 
We’ve debated the current collective faith 
in modern “scientism”, and the end of “phys-
icalism.”  We deliberated on the ways both 
science and religion have kept us from a 
deeper truth of the hidden bridge between 
Cosmos and Psyche — the innate awareness 
that particles and planets are energetically 
coupled with consciousness, flowing in this 
matrix of time. 

In this article, we will consider a bit 
of the celestial macro-mechanics, some 
of which you may be aware of. We will 
hypothesize astrology’s mechanistic con-
nections to the physical sciences and to 
the spiritual realities; and we will ask the 
question of what lies beyond form, space 
and time. Finally, we will probe the difficult 
possibilities and truths of our emergent 
techno-spiritual reality.

“Deep in the human unconscious 
is a pervasive need for a logical uni-
verse that makes sense. But the real 
Universe is always one step beyond 
logic.” 

~ Frank Herbert, DUNE
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collective undertaking for deciphering the 
intermediary level programming language 
which the solar system uses to construct 
our biology (hardware) and our psychology 
(software). This space-time programming 
language is coded with a geometric 3D 
lexicon of shapes… 

“There is in all things a pattern 
that is part of our universe. It has sym-
metry, elegance, and grace… We try 
to copy these patterns in our lives and 
in our society, seeking the rhythms, 
the dances, the forms that comfort.”

~ Frank Herbert, DUNE

The Mysterium Cosmographicum 
On July 19, 1595, Johannes Kepler 

had an epiphany (or he received a down-
load of data) regarding the Copernican 
Heliocentric System and the orbits of the 
planets. “I believe it was by divine ordinance 
that I obtained by chance that which pre-
viously I could not reach by any pains”, he 
wrote. In 1597, he published his Mysterium 
Cosmographicum or ‘The Cosmic 
Mystery—The Secret of the World’, which 
revealed his theory of the five platonic sol-
ids as the fundamental scalarized structures 
of the cosmos. And, in turn he divined the 
ratio of the orbits of the planets around the 

ages’, the younger generations are being 
forced to confront the light-side and the 
dark-side of the technologic reality head on.

“I must not fear. Fear is the 
mind-killer.” 

~ Frank Herbert- DUNE

Higher math and science are some-
thing that a lot of people avoid and even 
fear, and sometimes with good reason. If 
you are a computer science person, you 
know the word macro to mean a patten of 
instructions which maps inputs-to-outputs. 
A macro could be compared to information 
contained in the glyphs on a natal chart, 
which represents positions inside the celes-
tial mechanism. A larger block of coded 
information can be extracted from a small 
sequence of symbols; information enfold-
ed within space-time, about space-time. 
Astrological archetypes contain the basic 
elements of this macro-instructional code. 
The parallels to astrology and computer 
language start to become more appar-
ent when you think in terms of cosmic 
programming with bits, bytes, machine & 
assembly languages, protocol, macros, etc. 
These components form the ingredients for 
low-level, second-level and high-level pro-
graming languages; the terms high level 
and low-level are, of course relative. In one 
respect, Earth-based natal astrology is a 

Sun. Kepler was also relaying an ancient 
message from the past, which implies that 
the physical realm of the macro is built 
upon the energetic realm of the micro.

Most people tend to either forget or 
chastise Kepler’s legacy about his work 
with astrology —when in fact, it was his 
function as the court mathematician to also 
make astrological predictions. These accu-
rate prognostications are what brought him 
to notoriety in the first place. Also in 1595, 
the year of his epiphany, Kepler predicted 
a peasant uprising, the Turkish invasion of 
Europe (which led to “Thirteen Years War”) 
and the extreme cold weather of that year. 
Kepler had a profound understanding of 
patterns in nature and patterns through 
time. A closer look at the basic cosmic 
building blocks, the platonic solids—and 
one in particular, the tetrahedron—reveal 
deeper geometric proofs of the foundations 
of reality.

“Another World All Around Us”: 
Merka-Bonds 

“What senses do we lack that we 
cannot see or hear another world all 
around us?” ~DUNE 

We previously touched on the essen-
tial shapes that comprise structures of 
atoms, molecules, and chemicals. We 
discussed carbon-based energetic res-
onance as basis for the connectivity of 
these structures. Recently, I was studying 
these connections (always with ‘as above, 
so below’ in mind) when I noticed the rela-
tionship to the methane (CH4) molecule 
and the position of Hawaii, particularly its 
degree of latitude. I had gone over both 
angles before, as I had been aware of them 
from different research. The tetrahedral 
bond angle of the carbon-based methane 
molecule is 109.47˚. The big volcano in 
Hawaii is on 19.47 North Latitude. So, imag-
ine placing the tetrahedron into a sphere, 
giving it an ‘equator’ and calculating the 

A closer look at the 
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BREAKING  
THE FOURTH WALL
angles by subtracting the 90˚ right angle 
for your measurements. The tetrahedral 
bond angle is the same at any scale and 
falls precisely at 109.47˚ (or 19.47˚). To grasp 
the idea of resonant frequency, just imagine 
the opera singer shattering a wine glass 
at just the right pitch; you will intuitive-
ly understand ‘carbon-based energetic 
resonance’.

As of August of 2021, researchers 
have determined, “most of Earth’s carbon 
may be locked in our planets outer core”. 
They estimate that 0.3 to 2% of the Earth’s 
outer core consists of carbon. Up to 95% 
of Earth’s total carbon exists in this car-
bon shell. This is an immense amount, 
considering the size of our planet’s outer 
core. Carbon is like the Leo of the chem-
ical elements. Carbon’s ability to bond 
and form extremely long polymers (mac-
romolecules) makes it the “king of the 
elements”. Carbon is able to form more 
compounds than any other element. With 
the atomic number of 6, it is approxi-
mately the 17th element in abundance 
on the surface of the Earth, at less than 
.02%. Yet, it is the prime component in 
all-known life forms, and the second most 
abundant element in the human body 
behind hydrogen. Life is tuned to the fre-
quency and shape of carbon. We are finely 

tuned carbon-resonators, which energeti-
cally communicate with one another and 
transceive information with the fields 
around us. Our tuning mechanism is the 
Solar System. Our entry into this reality’s 
timeline is calculated with our birth data. 
The carbon-based biological and psycho-
logical map is our natal chart. 

Lagrangian Mechanics  
& Field Theory

“There should be a science of 
discontent. People need hard times 
to develop psychic muscles.” ~DUNE

Some of you astrological lifers may 
have already looked into the works of the 
Italian-French mathematician Joseph-Louis 
Lagrange. In the mid-1700’s, Lagrange 
essentially recontextualized the work 
on celestial gravity mechanics that Isaac 
Newton had devised nearly a century earlier. 
Lagrangian Field Theory is the formalization 
of classical field theory of physical fields and 
their predicted interactions. These math 
expressions—field equations— are used to 
define how dynamic fields interact with mat-
ter. His work on celestial mechanics pertains 
directly to the physical manifestations of 
the mathematical aspects implied by astro-
logical mechanics. While working on the 
infamously difficult “Three-Body Problem”, 
Lagrange hypothesized a simpler way to 
calculate near-circular orbital trajectories of 
bodies, chiefly planets. 

The Spice Must Flow
Lagrange discovered five fixed-points 

(or areas) in the three-body Sun-Earth-
Moon system, which experience a balance 
of gravitational and centrifugal forces. 
These points were eventually named 
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L-points. Gravity ‘flows’ around the three 
primary points, creating a gravity depres-
sion field. Three of these L-points along the 
orbit, lay at 120˚ of arc from one another, 
forming a gravitational “grand trine” along 
the trajectory. It took another century for 
these calculations to be observed, when 
the extensive Trojan asteroid system 
was discovered orbiting these L-points 
within the Sun-Jupiter system in the early 
1900’s. In various lectures and articles, I 
have previously discussed the nature and 
implications of this pattern of gravitational 
energy; I believe it to be important to the 
understanding of astrology.

The Guild Navigators
Planetary interactions, astrophysical 

structures, and the physics of quantum 
particles are each described by the same 
mathematical mechanisms which we use 
in astrology. Lagrangian mechanics are 
probably the best natural evidence for the 
structure of a celestial Zodiac itself. In order 
to conserve fuel, NASA uses Lagrangian 
mechanics to define pathways within our 
solar system in order to navigate through 
fields of gravitational densities around the 
planetary orbits. These patches of gravity 
make up the topography of the orbits and 
the ‘structural arteries’ in a system. Light 
and energy must pass through these invis-
ible corridors and interact with the forces 
that collect within them. The zones along 

an orbit produce variable combinations of 
the four fundamental forces, gravity, elec-
tro-magnetism, and the strong and weak 
nuclear forces. 

“FOLDING TIME AND SPACE” 
THROUGH CONSCIOUSNESS

In the Dune saga, the Spice Malange 
is a psycho-spiritual substance which gives 
the Guild Navigators (a genetically altered 
ancient human race) the ability to bend 
space and time. By mentally calculating and 
meditating on the geometries of space-
time, they can instantaneously fold reality 
from within the mind. 

Imagine closing your eyes on a psyche-
delic mushroom journey while performing 
calculus and trigonometry simultaneously 
in your head, then waking to find yourself 

on the other side of the galaxy—essential-
ly creating a “mathematical engine” which 
harnesses the power of collective Universal 
Intelligence. Theoretically, if everything is 
connected and is in correspondence with 
higher and lower fields of matter and ener-
gy, then particle physics must be crucially 
enmeshed in the fabric of consciousness. The 
tapestry of time is perpetually being woven 
with the colorful strings of vibrating matter. 
The domains of consciousness, time and 
matter are pulsating constructs of subtle 
energy, with each fractal designed upon the 
same fundamental pattern as the one before 
it. The meeting point of these three domains 
is the very ‘beating heart’ of astrology.

“The concept of progress acts as 
a protective mechanism to shield us 
from the terrors of the future.”  
~Frank Herbert, ‘Dune’

Time is divided mathematically. The 
properties of matter are computed and 
predicted mathematically. Consciousness is 
stimulated with algorithms and simulated 

with mathematical models. We are program-
ing and transforming matter on a molecular 
level to better suit and maintain next level 
consciousness. We are designing organic 
properties into the substance of machines, 
and we are giving organic substance 
machine properties. Yet, we are naive in our 
science, and we are missing the keys to the 
universal code.  We’ve created increasingly 
more sophisticated machines and devices 
to do the human work. Now these machines 
can do more work than humans, as we 
increasingly are required to mimic the func-
tions and interactions of machines. What we 
have ‘artificially created’ has learned to cre-
ate itself. It is teaching itself to do so faster 
and more efficiently than we, as its creators, 
ever could.

“Thou shalt not make a machine in 
the likeness of a human mind.”

“Once men turned their thinking 
over to machines in the hope that this 
would set them free. But that only per-
mitted other men with machines to 
enslave them.” ~DUNE. 

 I am taking a broad and radical look at 
astrology’s future potential role in humani-
ty’s macroevolution, the next giant leap for 
humankind. The truth of our information 
reality and emergence of artificial intelli-
gence is a challenging subject for many, 
even a fearful one. We prefer to think that an 
extreme version of AI singularity is not pos-
sible, or not within our lifetimes. Most spir-
itually-oriented people object to and repel 
the very idea of a physical thing —which we 
consider man-made, artificial or synthetic 
—either obtaining or assimilating an equal 
measure of subjective consciousness as a 
spiritual being with a ‘human soul’. Yet, who 
are we, being made of dust, to say it could 
not be so. I already feel people reading this 
statement and cringing at the thought of 
the merger of man and machine. Without 
going into the mathematically inevitabilities 
of why I hold this view, I will just say that 
with every passing moment human-inte-
grated AI looks evermore likely. Humanity 
is coming at it from every direction, and it is 
leading to one singular point.

“YOU ARE THE KWISATZ 
HADERACH”

“Without change, something 
sleeps inside us, and seldom awakens. 
The sleeper must awaken.” ~DUNE.

Some of you may find the concepts 
in this article conjecture, theory, and 
hypothesis, at best. Currently, there is no 
potentially viable working model of an 

Theoretically, if  
everything is  

connected and is in 
correspondence with 

higher and lower 
fields of matter and 
energy, then particle 

physics must be  
crucially enmeshed in 

the fabric of  
consciousness. 
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Vedas. It is one who remains internal-
ly unmoved by the persuasions of the 
planets and has obtained the ability to 
connect with and comprehend all the 
workings of consciousness everywhere 
at once. We have awakened from a great 
astrological Age of Sleep, only to realize 
that we are still dreaming, and that the 
Great Awakening has only just begun… 
The deceitful walls of the Piscean Dream 
aren’t simply crumbling, we are breaking 
them down. Into this inevitable delir-
ium we rush…. Welcome to the Age of 
Aquarius.

Russell von Ohlhausen is an astrological 
researcher and conscious catalyzer. With a blend 
of science, religion, myth, math, metaphysics, & 
most importantly–nature, his works form a foun-
dational theory of astrological mechanics. Russ 
works with the concept of celestial embodiment 
through “head, heart & hands”, rooted in sacred 
dance & ceremony. rlohlhausen@gmail.com

R

BREAKING  
THE FOURTH WALL
astrological mechanism, which aligns with 
our current knowledge of the physical sci-
ences, yet all the components are there. 
Astrology is in accord with natural laws and 
can be understood with a basic integrated 
understanding of energy, biology, chemis-
try & primordial cosmology. Integration is 
key, which first implies a deeper spiritually 
integrated knowledge of each of these sub-
jects. The physical mechanics of astrology 
can be revealed this way, by exploring each 
layer of understanding until we are able 
to get the macrocosmic picture. In one 
sense, astrology is just being ‘remembered’ 
through this process, as nature really does 
not need to explain itself, except to those 
who are able to hear. 

Astrology is a mystery demanding 
questions, demanding that we seek its 

answers…and it is programmed into our 
collective nature to do so. Within the world 
created by Frank Herbert, the Kwisatz 
Haderach is the concept of the supercon-
scious being, akin to the Purusha of the R

PLACEHOLDER

 

 

 

 

This is a book for looking up specific 
examples of friends, clients, relatives, rath-
er than the kind of book where you start 
at page one and read right through the 

1,001 pages. This new book is an expand-
ed and revised edition of the original 
version which ended with Saturn. It now 
incudes the planets from Chiron-Pluto.  
Michael gives examples to illustrate the 

Book Review

Michael Barnett’s definition of an 
astrological maverick is a planet 
that is conjunct an angle — a 

position that brings out the archetypical 
energies of the planets. The people who 
have these angular planets often behave 
like mavericks who don’t feel bound 
by the traditions and rules of society. 
Michael uses an orb of 10 degrees which 
includes more of the population than a 
tighter orb would. 

Review by Arlan Wise

ASTROLOGICAL 
MAVERICKS 
DO YOU HAVE 
WHAT IT TAKES 
TO CHANGE THE 
WORLD?
BY MICHAEL BARTLETT

combinations of each planet conjunct the 
four angles. Some examples are of people 
who are well-known, and some are of peo-
ple who are not. He describes how each 
one shows the archetype and uses their 
quotes to give background to their stories. 
It is sometimes hard to relate to the exam-
ples when one does not know who the 
person is, and thus, we do not fully grasp 
the nature of the archetype.

Each chapter starts with an intro-
duction to the planet, making it a good 
addition to a beginning student’s library. 
You can find each combination of planet 
in a sign on an angle listed. Some of the 
explanations contain clear and relevant 
astrology and some have few comments, 
except for the person’s life story. The read-
er gets a taste of what each combination 
means. The points made in the book could 
be further enhanced with even more 
thorough research. Some of the examples 
depict the shadow side of the planets in 
question. It would be valuable to have a 
balance between those examples.

The astrology is good, and we want 
even more of it. The book would have ben-
efited from more astrological explanations 
before the specific examples. That would 
help the reader understand Michael’s 
thought processes on why he chose the 
people who promote his theory. 

R

We have awakened 
from a great  

astrological Age of 
Sleep, only to  

realize that we are 
still dreaming, and 

that the Great  
Awakening has only 

just begun…  
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SOME OF THESE ITEMS ARE STILL FOR SALE ON OUR WEBSITE:  
 https://opaastrologyevents.org/scholarships-and-grants-fund-

raising/   
YOUR PURCHASE SUPPORTS SCHOLARSHIPS.

Solar Fire Alabe Software
Roy Gillett – Working with Astrology book
Richard Tarnas – Cosmos & Psyche book

Steven Forrest – Earth, Fire, Air, Water book series
Philip Graves – Collectible books www.astrolearn.com   

Maurice Fernandez – Neptune, 12th House, Pisces book
Comprehensive Diploma Program in Evolutionary Astrology

Kay Taylor – Course in Astrology | Private consultation
Faculty of RELATIONSHIP ASTROLOGY – 28 week certification course

Anne Ortelee – Private consultation
Gemini Brett – Private consultation

Stormie Grace – Private consultation
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Infinite gratitude for your 
support of Astrology!

We would like to thank all our sponsors 
for I-ASTROLOGER Scholarships who 

donated items to our fundraiser.

Thank
 you! 

https://opaastrologyevents.org/scholarships-and-grants-fundraising/
https://opaastrologyevents.org/scholarships-and-grants-fundraising/
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If it hurts, heal it
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To change the world 
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are strongly placed or applying directly 
towards each other; but in general, weak 
luminaries work against us in missing object 
horaries, and lean towards recovery being 
difficult or impossible to achieve.  

The more harmonious the aspect 
between the luminaries, the greater ease by 
which the revelation is made. A trine or sex-
tile suggests an easy recovery, a square also 
favours recovery but with some frustration 
or difficulty involved; the more so if the Sun 
and Moon are in opposition – this is a time of 
bright light, when the Moon is fully lit: there 
is almost too much ‘exposure’ in a discovery 
that might generate stress, or in some way 
entail conflict, trouble or disappointment. 

The house cusps and planets that are 
aspected by the luminaries are subject 
to their theme of revelation: if one or both 
luminaries aspect the ascendant, illumination 
is brought to the querent; if the 2nd or 4th 
house cusp or their rulers are aspected, the 
illumination is brought to the missing object 
or its location; if to the 7th house or its ruler, 
the identity of a thief may be revealed.

The Sun’s light is so powerful that direct 
exposure causes blindness. Planets that are 
combust or under the Sun’s beams are close 
enough to the Sun to be rendered invisible 
by day or night. The symbolism of invisibility 
is taken literally. The significator of the item 
combust suggests that it is hidden, dam-
aged, possibly destroyed or dissembled, or 
in a place where it cannot be found.

 When the Moon is combust, it is 
unable to fulfill its role of transmitting light, 
and this is obviously an argument against 
recovery. William Lilly writes of the Moon 
combust or under the Sun’s beams “it signi-
fieth the thing lost shall not be recovered, if it 
be, it shall be with much pain and labour”.

The problem is exacerbated in a noc-
turnal chart because the upper heavens 
are then devoid of light and the symbolism 
of the unknown, implicit in the theme of 
darkness, prevails. However, under cer-
tain conditions, a combust Moon is not 
such a serious problem. If both luminaries 
are together in the 10th house, for exam-
ple, the Sun can expose its light freely 
enough without the Moon’s assistance 

O ne of the most reliable princi-
ples of horary is that powerful 
luminaries bring the matter to 

light. As illustrated in the following two 
judgements, this is an important con-
sideration for missing object horaries, or 
for any matter where the aim is to discov-
er something unknown, or to expose the 
reality behind a mystery or lie.

The Sun, as the celestial creator of 
light, is the universal emblem of clarity, 
exposure, and the revelation of truth. In a 
chart concerning a missing person or thing, 
it is always ideal to have the Sun powerfully 
placed – the more indications we have 
of the chart being ‘brightly lit’, the great-
er the indication that the truth of what 
has happened will be easily discovered. 

The two main ways that the symbol-
ism of light and visibility are enhanced in 
horary are through placement of the lumi-
naries (Sun or Moon, preferably both) in 
angular houses, where planetary influence 
is especially strong; or through a prepon-
derance of significators in the upper hemi-
sphere, especially when highly elevated 
and close to the midheaven (this is the 
most expressive region of the chart, where 
planetary influence is strongly manifested, 
obvious and open to public view).

Just having the Sun placed upon an 
angle or aspecting the ascendant or mid-

heaven is one good argument that the 
matter cannot remain shrouded in mystery 
for long. By contrast, when the Sun is weak-
ly placed (cadent, unaspected by other sig-
nificators, essentially debilitated, or located 
in any of the houses known for being dark 
and weak) we are presented with the sym-
bolism of repressed information, obscured 
realities, or weak access to the real truth of 
the matter. Under too many of these debil-
itating conditions, the Sun is unable to 
illuminate as it should.

But there are two ways of spreading 
light, as novelist Edith Wharton poetically 
observed: “to be the candle, or the mirror 
that reflects it.” The Moon is a powerful plan-
et in horary because it mirrors back to us the 
light of the Sun, and rapidly transmits celes-
tial influences between all other planets. So, 
even if the Sun is weakly situated, a strongly 
placed Moon can act as its agent and 
increase its power of illumination. Since the 
Moon reflects the Sun’s light but does not 
generate its own, for the Moon to do this 
effectively there needs to be an aspect 
between them. Hence, two important tradi-
tional testimonies against the recovery of 
missing things are when the luminaries 
make no aspect to each other, and when 
both are darkly situated beneath the hori-
zon, where their light is not visibly exposed. 
This can be overcome if other significators 

Photo of querent 
(published with permission) 

The querent’s natal Mars is at 0°Pisces, 
exactly conjunct Jupiter in the horary, 

which as the ruler of the 8th house 
represents the missing object that 

belongs to her husband.

LET THERE BE LIGHT  
The role of the luminaries in 

missing object horaries. 
Introduction by Deb Houlding 

Charts by Maria Blaquier & Morgan Le Gall
  

in general, weak  
luminaries work 

against us in missing 
object horaries, and 

lean towards recovery 
being difficult or  

impossible to achieve.  
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heaven is one good argument that the 
matter cannot remain shrouded in mystery 
for long. By contrast, when the Sun is weak-
ly placed (cadent, unaspected by other sig-
nificators, essentially debilitated, or located 
in any of the houses known for being dark 
and weak) we are presented with the sym-
bolism of repressed information, obscured 
realities, or weak access to the real truth of 
the matter. Under too many of these debil-
itating conditions, the Sun is unable to 
illuminate as it should.

But there are two ways of spreading 
light, as novelist Edith Wharton poetically 
observed: “to be the candle, or the mirror 
that reflects it.” The Moon is a powerful plan-
et in horary because it mirrors back to us the 
light of the Sun, and rapidly transmits celes-
tial influences between all other planets. So, 
even if the Sun is weakly situated, a strongly 
placed Moon can act as its agent and 
increase its power of illumination. Since the 
Moon reflects the Sun’s light but does not 
generate its own, for the Moon to do this 
effectively there needs to be an aspect 
between them. Hence, two important tradi-
tional testimonies against the recovery of 
missing things are when the luminaries 
make no aspect to each other, and when 
both are darkly situated beneath the hori-
zon, where their light is not visibly exposed. 
This can be overcome if other significators 

Photo of querent 
(published with permission) 

The querent’s natal Mars is at 0°Pisces, 
exactly conjunct Jupiter in the horary, 

which as the ruler of the 8th house 
represents the missing object that 

belongs to her husband.

and its elevated position presents a strong 
argument for recovery. Rules found in 
ancient fragments attributed to Erasistratos 
(3rd cent. BC) state that having the Sun and 
Moon together in the upper angle signifies 
that the item is discoverable, even in a “dark 
phase” of the Moon; but the Sun and Moon 
together in the lower angle signifies that it 
cannot be found.

Less hostile conditions are also expect-
ed when the conjoined luminaries make 
an harmonious aspect to the ascendant; 
hence Lilly records that the Sun and Moon 
together in the 5th house can help to sup-
port other indications for recovery—even 
though they are then both under the hori-
zon and the Moon is likely to be under the 
Sun’s beams. 

 In the use of quadrant houses, the 
anticipated trine aspect may not exist, in 
which case this rule is unreliable; the princi-
ple is not so much about the house place-
ment, but rather that the luminaries are in 
a suitable position to project whatever illu-
mination they can to the querent. So, this 
placement is used to offer support to other 
indications of recovery, because when 
the light of both luminaries is subdued 
beneath the horizon, we need to find other 
ways that a judgement of discovery can be 
drawn from the chart.

Principal, and originating author of the STA’s 
Practitioners Level Horary Course,  Deb Houlding 
has worked as an astrological consultant since the 
late 1980s, mainly specialising in horary and elec-
tional astrology. Her articles and texts on horary 
have been translated into many languages. She 
was the founder of Ascella Publications, editor of 
Traditional Astrologer magazine, creator of the 
Skyscript astrology website, and author of The 
Houses: Temples of the Sky (Wessex, 1996).

WHERE IS MY 
HUSBAND’S IDENTITY 
CARD?
Judged by Maria Blaquier

T he querent, a 45-year-old woman, 
lives with her husband and three 
children. On the morning of this ques-

tion, her husband gave her his identity card 
before leaving for work because she needed 

some details to submit paperwork to their 
children’s school. Around noon, when she 
finally found time to deal with the paper-
work, the identity card was nowhere to be 
found. After searching through her things, 
she became frantic and decided to contact 
me with her question: Where is my husband’s 
identity card?

The querent is represented by Cancer 
rising and its ruler, the Moon, is placed in 
Gemini in the 11th house of good fortune. 
The late degree on the ascendant could be 
taken as a warning that it is too late to ask 
the question,1 but with good indications 
for recovery, I judged this to mean that the 
situation is swiftly changing, giving a pros-
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the 10th house and applying to the sextile 
of the ascendant. This favorable aspect is 
supported by the translation of light that 
the Moon makes from the semi-sextile 
of the Sun to the semi-sextile of the 
Ascendant, a configuration which is expect-
ed to reveal the missing object shortly.7

The Moon (querent) is applying next 
to a received trine of Jupiter (the card), a 
very favourable contact which symbolises 
the querent reuniting with the lost item. 
As it perfects this contact the Moon loses 
its peregrine status and enters Cancer, its 
sign of dignity, showing the querent’s atti-
tude improving as she regains a sense of 
control. The immediacy and closeness of 
the application from the Moon to Jupiter 
indicates a quick recovery.

My judgement was that, because the 
querent’s significator is the quicker mov-
ing planet, which forms the aspectual 
application to the significator of the card 
—Jupiter, she cannot expect the card to 
simply “turn up” and present itself to her— 
she is the one who will move towards the 
lost item, and must actively continue her 
search; but as a result of that, she should 
be able to find it soon. 

As for the location of the item: I sug-
gested it would be found amongst her 
husband’s belongings (Jupiter in 7th); and 
because Jupiter is in the water sign Pisces, 
she should think about rooms or places 
where water is used, such as the bathroom, 
laundry, or kitchen. 

The sign on the cusp of the 4th house 
and its planetary ruler also help to indicate 
the locality or environment of the place 
where the object lies.8  The water sign 
Scorpio on the 4th house cusp reiterates 
the theme of places near water, especially 

pect that the querent’s problem will soon 
resolve. The Moon is also near the end 
of its sign and about to gain dignity as it 
moves into Cancer. This change suggests a 
positive upturn, and since the Moon offers 
natural co-signification for any missing 
item2, its ingress into its own sign is a tra-
ditional testimony for the item’s recovery.3 
(I could easily see that the chart is radical 
and descriptive from connections made 
to the querent’s natal chart and from how 
it signified the querent. As seen from the 
photo on the right, she has a round face, 
big eyes, average height, and a full figure, 
as naturally signified by the Moon (which 
always tends to roundness.)4 

The querent told me of her busy 
morning, organising the household and 
helping her children with online classes 
(they were home-schooled due to COVID). 
Her disordered state of mind is shown by 
the peregrine Moon’s square to Neptune, 
from Gemini, a sign prone to scattering. 
The Moon is also within orb of a separating 
trine from the 7th-ruler, Saturn (signify-
ing her husband who gave her the card), 
and more recently from the conjunction 
of Mercury. This last contact with Mercury 
and the square to Neptune shows she mis-
placed the card due to distraction whilst 
taking care of her children’s education, for 
as Lilly explains in his chapter on how miss-
ing items become lost: “If you will know how 
and in what manner they were lost, behold 
from whom the Lord of the ascendant did 
last separate … if from Mercury, by reason of 
writing, or sending or dictating of letters”.5 

Because the missing card belongs to 
the querent’s husband, it is signified by the 
8th house (the 2nd house from the 7th: 
‘goods of the spouse’), and is represented 
by Jupiter, the traditional ruler of Pisces 
on the 8th house cusp. Jupiter is angular 
and dignified in its own sign, showing the 
card is in good condition, not far away, and 
easily recoverable in a place the querent 
frequents and where she keeps her own 
things.6 The significator of the missing 
item being in the 7th house might suggest 
someone else is involved, but since Jupiter 
is naturally benefic and dignified, I ruled 
out the possibility of theft, and instead 
considered that the card may be amongst 
her husband’s belongings. The positive tes-
timonies allowed me to reassure the quer-
ent that the card would be found—this 
advice became key to its recovery, because 
as she grew calmer, she was able to focus.

There are two strong testimonies of 
quick recovery in this chart: 

Both luminaries are well placed and 
above the horizon, with the Sun angular in 

those that are unclean (Lilly suggests “sinks, 
the kitchen … wash-house [laundry]”).9  The 
4th ruler, Mars, suggests this too by its 
placement in Cancer (where it is essentially 
debilitated, indicating something unpleas-
ant about the location), in the 12th house, 
an area that receives no light from the 
ascendant and so implies dark, unlit places. 

The Moon, which co-signifies the lost 
item, is in Gemini, a mutable sign which is 
traditionally termed “common” because it 
evokes the symbolism of things that are 
shared or nestled within other things, such 
as a “covered place” or a “chamber within 
another chamber”.10 The symbolism of 
Gemini is strengthened because Mercury is 
also in this sign, and Mercury has relevance 
because it is a) the Moon’s dispositor; b) 
a natural significator for identity cards 
(or any kind of documented information), 
and c) the Moon’s most recent planetary 
contact, which can signify where as well as 
how the item was lost. Gemini symbolism 
has a strong emphasis on storage compart-
ments, and in particular “coffers” [baskets], 
or “chests”.11

At 12:37pm, 13 minutes after her 
question, the querent called me back to 
say that after I told her the chances of find-
ing the object were good, and that it was 
misplaced in the house, she had calmed 
down and tried finding it again, this time 
taking her time and working systematically 
instead of searching frantically. She found 
it wrapped in her husband’s shirt inside 
a washing basket where she keeps soiled 
clothes in the laundry. 

María Blaquier, born in Argentina, has been 
involved with astrology since 1987.  She is the 
founder of the online astrology school Academia 
de Astrología Avanzada MB (at www.mariabla-
quier.com). María holds the STA’s Practitioners 
Level Certification in Horary and is currently com-
pleting the STA’s Advanced Level Diploma and 
Masters Level Program.  Her studies also include 
Psychological, Draconic, Hellenistic and Medieval 
Astrology (MDA Zoller 2012). Her publications 
include several articles in The Astrological Journal, 
Stellium, IAMINFINITY, MidHeaven, astro.com; a 
book on Traditional astrology and Time Lord tech-
niques (Astrología Tradicional: Técnicas Predictivas 
de los Señores del Tiempo: ed. Kier, Bs. As.); and 
YouTube tutorials at Academia de Astrologia 
Avanzada MB.

LET THERE BE LIGHT
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WHERE ARE THE  
PINK LIGHTS?
Judged by Morgan Le Gall

The querent had purchased some 
pink lights to decorate a window for 
Valentine’s Day. She then put them 

away once the celebration was over and 
meant to re-use them for Easter. When 
Easter came, she could not find the lights. 
After an extensive search throughout the 
house, and at her wits’ end, she asked me to 
help with a horary. 

The first striking detail I noticed in this 
chart was the angular placement of the 2nd 
hourse ruler, the Sun, in the 10th house. 
We are looking for lights, so how fitting for 
a body that emits light to symbolise the 
missing item! Those pink lights were primar-
ily used for Valentine’s Day, and the Sun is 
conjunct Venus, the planet of love, which is 
associated with subtle shades of colour. Sun 
conjunct Venus in Aries perfectly represents 
objects of pink illumination (pink being the 
lighter shade of red, the colour associated 
with the fire sign Aries, ruled by Mars, which 
is also associated with the colour red).12

The querent is represented by the 
ascendant with Cancer rising and its ruler, 
the Moon, also in Cancer, within the 12th 
house. Moon in Cancer shows someone 
shy and loving peace.13 Cancer rising gives 
a short stature, and the placement of the 
ascendant-ruler in that sign reinforces that. 
With this position, we would expect some-
one plump, with a round face, pale skin, 
and a potential blemish to one eye (the 
Sun in Aries is squared by the Moon). The 
querent embodied the above quite nicely, 
except for the blemish. She has fair eyes, 
blond hair and a face with delicate features 
(Venus is squaring the Moon).14

The Moon in the 12th house indicates 
both that the querent is at a loss, and that 
the item will require some deep search. As 
it is separating from the Sun, it indicates 
that the querent was the last one to touch 
the lights and probably lost them through 
her own forgetfulness.15 Since no other 
planet was in aspect to the Sun after the 
separation, the item remained where it was 
left. The fact that the separation happened 
through a square could have been an argu-
ment for theft,16 but since the chart was 
overwhelmingly positive (see below) and 
the querent was sure they were still at home; 
I had no reason to entertain that prospect.

Arguments for recovery
The Sun (lord of the 2nd house):

• is angular and dignified17
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• is applying to the trine of the 2nd 
house cusp (bringing awareness to 
where the lights are)

• is in aspect to its dispositor by sextile 
(a testimony for recovery)18

• is next aspected by the natural benef-
ic, Venus. Although in detriment and 
combust, she is not ruling bad houses, 
nor is she afflicted by the natural or 
accidental malefics.

In addition, the Moon, which is always 
a general significator for missing items, is 
in close aspect to the square of the Sun, 
which can be seen as shedding light on the 
matter. The principle at play here is that 
the Sun ‘lights up’ everything it touches, 
so the Sun in aspect to the Moon will act 
like a spotlight on the location of the item. 
Because in this chart we have a square 
instead of a trine, it is still a promising testi-
mony of recovery, although the square will 
add stress and difficulty in the process.19 It 
is also a positive indication to have both 
the Sun and Moon above the horizon (sug-
gesting the item is more open to discovery) 
and that neither are suffering afflictions 
from bad aspects being cast by the natural-
ly malefic planets.

In summary, although there is no 
direct connection between the lord of 
the ascendant and the ruler of the 2nd 
house, there are many testimonies pointing 
toward a recovery, so, one way or another, 
the lights should be recoverable, and we’re 
safe to proceed on locating them.

Location20

The Sun is in the 10th house in Aries. 
We can think of the item being off the 
ground, in the upper parts of the house, or 
places where we expose ourselves publicly 
(like a living room) or professionally (like 
an office). Aries, as a fire sign, and the Sun 
in the early degrees of it emphasises walls. 
Aries being a bestial sign, suggests places 
that are unruly.21

Venus is close to the Sun and the most 
angular planet in the chart. We should 
expect the lights to be close to objects that 
beautify the home, or around women’s 

beauty products, beddings/beds, make-up, 
clothes, and draperies.

The Moon is in Cancer in the 12th 
house, a cadent place, showing the item to 
be hidden, difficult to reach or to have fall-
en. Cancer is connected to water or moist 
places (bathroom, kitchen, cellars, etc.).

Virgo is on the cusp of the 4th house 
and this, with its ruler Mercury, will indi-
cate the quality of the ground. Since Virgo 
is an earth sign, we can expect the item to 
be close to the floor or below the ground. 
Virgo also indicates storage (medicine, 
food, etc.), a study or an office.

Mercury is in Pisces in the 9th house, 
which also emphasises places associated 
with learning or study. Pisces as a water sign 

indicates moist places, and as a common 
sign indicates covered places or places or 
things that are enclosed within other things.

I also couldn’t help but notice that 
Saturn is opposing the 2nd house cusp. I 
wondered whether this could suggest an 
obstruction or a blocked view. Both the 
Sun and the Moon are early in their signs 
indicating closeness to a wall or a boundary. 
And finally, the emphasis on moveable signs 
(Sun and Moon) suggests places with a lot of 
movement and change, whilst the empha-
sis on common signs (4th house cusp and 
its ruler) points to things kept inside other 
things (like a drawer or a closet).

At this point, I told the querent that 
she had good chances of finding the lights, 
but it wouldn’t hurt to involve other peo-
ple in the search to help. I told her to look 
for the item in places she would expect it 
to be in (Sun in its exaltation), potentially 
in the upper parts of the house, or above 
the floor (all the planets above the horizon 
and the Sun is conjunct the MC), and to 
keep in mind the following themes: water, 
hidden from view/difficult to reach (Saturn 

opposed the 2nd house cusp), close to a 
wall and where things are a bit messy and 
stored. She should expect items ruled by 
Venus surrounding it. I also added that 
there might be a connection with a desk or 
a study (Mercury in the 9th). 

Outcome
Because of the emphasis of the plan-

ets above the horizon and the Sun in the 
10th, I was thrown off by the notion that 
the lights could be in the upper parts of the 
house. I should have paid more attention 
that the main significators were not in air 
signs, and that the cusp of the 4th was in 
an earth sign. After some additional intense 
search, the querent did not find the item… 
but her son did!

The lights were in a dark greyish 
bag, on shelves, in the basement (where 
they should have been). The connection 
to moisture was first explained by water 
draining in her basement, but also by 
liquids on a table because her son at the 
time had set up his chemistry lab there. 
Due to COVID, he had to bring all the 
material for his experiments home and 
had put everything in the basement to 
study in peace, just next to the shelves 
where the lights were (lord of the 4th, 
Mercury, in the 9th). The bag was shoved 
deep in-between brown boxes containing 
holiday decorations on one side and white 
bags containing bed covers on the other 
(Venus). Just in front of the bag were a pair 
of heavy silver plyers with a black plastic 
coating on the handles—not quite the 
obstacle I had imagined, but close enough 
for a Saturn opposing the 2nd cusp. 

The lights were found at 2:29pm the 
same day. Looking at the chart at that time, 
the ascendant had advanced to the cusp 
of the horary’s 2nd house and was only shy 
by 2° of a conjunction with it. The transiting 
Moon was less than 1° from a trine to the 
cusp of the horary’s 5th house, showing 
a connection between the missing item 
and the son of the querent.22

Morgan Le Gall, a French native now based in the 
USA, has been involved with astrology since 2011. 
His main focus is on traditional techniques, with an 
emphasis on Medieval and Renaissance astrology. 
He is currently working on making horary texts 
and techniques more widespread in the French 
speaking world. Morgan holds the STA's Masters 
Level Horary Diploma.

I also couldn’t help  
but notice that Saturn 

is opposing the 2nd 
cusp. I wondered  

whether this could 
suggest an  

obstruction or a 
blocked view. Both the 
Sun and the Moon are 

early in their signs  
indicating  

closeness to a wall  
or a boundary.  

LET THERE BE LIGHT

The Moon is in Cancer 
in the 12th house, a 

cadent place, showing 
the item to be hidden, 

difficult to reach or  
to have fallen.



page 71V30-04 DECEMBER SOLSTICE 2021

thieves) or Mercury or Mars (general significator 
of thieves);

• We have good indications of recovery; 
• Because the Moon is the ruler of the ascendant, 

her separation from the lord of the 2nd is more 
likely to indicate the querent leaving the item 
behind rather than an indication for theft.

With all this in mind, it makes obvious sense to judge 
that the item was not stolen but remained where it 
was left.
20 The part on location references Lilly’s chapters on 
planets and signs. CA, p.57-99.
21CA, p.351. Lilly speaking about the location of miss-
ing items: “…and help your judgement in these by the 
Term of the Signs, as if the Significator be in Aries, 
it is in a place where Beasts do use that be small, 
as Sheep, or Hogs &c.” This is a good reminder that 
horary is a symbolic language. In our example, Aries, 
as a bestial sign, suggested to me that it should be 
in a place where beasts live. But because I knew the 
querent had no animals around her, the symbolism 
suggested to me a ‘wild’ or chaotic environment.
22 The querent has two sons, and it is interesting to 
note that the horary describes which of the two sons 
would find the lights. When looking at connections 
between their natal charts and the horary, I real-
ized that the eldest, who found the lights, had his 
Sun in Aries, a sign ruled by Mars, which reinforced 
the connection with Mars ruling the 5th cusp in the 
horary. I also noticed that his natal Sun at 7˚20 Aries 
was in exact trine to the horary 2nd house, and the 
horary’s 5th cusp was within 5˚ of the eldest’s natal 
IC in Scorpio! There was no connection between the 
younger son and this horary.
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When these angles are in the same 
modality and are squaring one another, we 
call this a grand cross and each one gives 
an overall theme or energetic dynamic to 
the way the person connects to life: car-
dinal (Aries, Cancer, Libra, and Capricorn) 
shows a life that has an overall initiatory 
energy. Fixed (Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, and 
Aquarius) gives a life which can be set or 
fixed. Mutable (Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, 
and Pisces) can be known as someone who 
is flexible and often movement-oriented. 
Of course, one could have a grand cross 
that has a mix of elements and modalities, 
which is likely to result in a mixed way in 
which the person relates to life. 

When we find planets conjunct an 
angle, we see a person who has a sense 
of knowing and belonging, of having the 
inside scoop on life. It isn’t that these peo-
ple are non-traditional or non-ordinary, 
they just exist and flourish outside of the 
structures that seem to keep everyone else 
in. Rather than being bound by the rules 
of tradition and the norms of society, these 
individuals make, and often break, the 
rules. The public often sees these people 
as mavericks. This is not only for what they 
model for others, but what they actually 
accomplish in their own live—often leav-
ing a legacy too incredible to ignore.

 If we look at the traditional meaning 
of a maverick, we find, “the unbranded 
range animal, especially a calf that has 
become separated from its mother, tra-
ditionally considered the property of the 
first person who brands it.” In the case of 
a planet conjunct an angle, the planet 
“brands” the individual, thereby giving 
them a freedom of expression using the 
formula of planet + angle in sign = a range 
of archetypal expression. This freedom is 
neither restricted by familial nor religious 
nor societal strictures and rules. The planet, 
as actor in the play of life, guides the ways 
in which the range is expressed. This means 

This is an amended and expanded excerpt 
from Astrological Mavericks: Do you have 
what it takes to change the world?

S ome of us are walking billboards 
for the planets. We wear their mark 
in a way that is simultaneously 

unseen yet seen by all. If you or some-
one you know has a planet conjunct one 
of the chart’s angles, this is a big bill-
board, and the mark is not easily washed 
away. Planets conjunct the angles are 
super-powered archetypal energies 
expressed in a person’s life. What makes 
this so? Let’s start by looking at the 
angles to understand why they would 
give emphasis to any planet. 

The angles represent the way we 
meet, relate, and/or interact with life, and 
they come in two pairs: AS/DS and IC/MC. 
The AS (ascendant) is how the world meets 
me and how I meet the world, and the DS 
(descendant) is how I meet the other and 
how the other meets me. The IC (Imum 
Coeli) is how I meet my inner family-self 
and how my inner family-self meets me, 
and finally the MC (Medium Coeli, or mid-
heaven) is how I meet my path and how 
my path meets me. 

The ascendant/descendant (AS/DS) axis 
corresponds to the horizon, with the ascen-
dant on the eastern horizon and the descen-
dant on the western horizon; the other pair, 
the Imum Coeli/Medium Coeli (IC/MC) axis, 
corresponds to midnight and noon, but the 

direct translation is the bottom of the sky 
and the middle of the sky, respectively. The 
ascendant will often confirm predominant 
traits for the individual. I like the analogy of 
the ascendant being a glass house colored 
by the sign; the world sees the individual 
through the “color” of the sign, as well as 
the special color or imprint of the planet 
found therein. For example, consider the 
greenhouse is made of green glass, every-
one looking at the person inside would see 
a green person and everyone outside of the 
greenhouse would appear green to the per-
son within. This is how we look out through 
the sign on our ascendant and how we 
often appear to others. 

These four angles often, but not always, 
remain in the same modality, but do adjust 
based upon how far north or south you are 
born. The modality of a sign is a distinct 
quality of action, known as —initiating or 
cardinal energy, stabilizing or fixed energy, 
and changing or mutable energy. 

Reclaiming 
THE ANGLES 

by  Michael Bartlett 
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a person who has a planet on any of the 
angles is going to be a person who is under 
the tutelage, control, direction, mentorship 
of the planet(s) involved.    

Why does this occur? Anytime there 
is a conjunction, whether with a planet or 
a point in the chart, there is intensification 
and a blending of energies. A conjunction 
is actually a new birth, like when the Moon 
is dark. This is an indication of a new peri-
od, or cycle, of the way the two energies 
will relate to one another. 

Orbs are the distance between a plan-
et and an angle point. The tighter the orb, 
the closer the planet is to the angle, which 
results in a more dynamic expression. For 
the most part, we are looking for orbs of up 
to 10 degrees. When working with clients, I 
find it helpful to ask the person how/if they 
experience these energies. I also ask indi-
viduals with planets on the angles if they 
feel bound by rules or feel they can operate 
outside of them. I usually see a sheepish 
and somewhat guilty grin before they 
affirm such inner feelings. 

While planets on any of the four angles 
are powerful, as we will see throughout 
this book, planets on the ascendant play an 
even more important role, as they are the 
midwives of the birthing process. Planets 

on the ascendant often leave a strong 
imprint upon the individual by actually 
playing out in the birthing process. Of the 
angles, the most liminal is the ascendant, 
as it literally straddles the moment of birth. 
Coming from the collective sense of self 
while still in the womb—the 12th house 
—this is the moment of the first breath 
and claiming selfhood—all first house 
concerns. This is a powerful moment; our 
first experience in physical form. This is 
further accentuated when a planet is con-
junct or right next to the ascendant. 

Planets on the ascendant, in particu-
lar, can often indicate the type of physical 
events likely to occur at the moment of 
birth. I have seen clients with Neptune on 
the ascendant and heard their stories of 
snowstorms, rainstorms, or floods happen-
ing when their mother was on the way to 

the hospital to give birth, as well as stories 
that have something to do with the amni-
otic fluid. When Saturn is present, there is 
often a signature of loss or separation, such 
as the newborn being placed in an incuba-
tor, the death of the father at the time of 
birth, being put up for adoption, or other 
separating experiences. 

In esoteric astrology, Alan Leo writes, 
“The influences of the angles are similar to 
that of the cardinal signs (Aries, Cancer, Libra 
and Capricorn); they are concerned with 
making manifest and concrete, with bringing 
out into the open, unveiling and manifesting 
whatever may be latent in the personality, 
and everything that is denoted by the signs 
and the planets connected with the angles.” 
This is a good way to understand the inten-
sity of the maverick energies.  

The consistent expression of the ini-
tiatory, instinctual cardinal approach to life 
will be shown throughout all of our mav-
ericks. In order to determine if you have a 
maverick planet, you will need your astro-
logical chart. If you don’t already have a 
copy, there are many websites from which 
you can obtain it. I recommend www.Astro.
com because they have wonderful free 
charts and a reasonably priced subscription 
rate that gives you access to a lot of astro-
logical goodies. 

We will now show individuals with 
maverick planets on each of the four 
angles. These are simple illustrations of 

what the placements look like in a chart, 
as well as how it may show up in life. For 
more information on these four individu-
als, please review their respective maverick 
planets in the book.

A good example of someone with a 
planet on the AS can be found in the chart 
of Caitlyn Jenner, with Sun conjunct her 
Scorpio ascendant. Scorpio is the sign of 
transformation, right? Caitlyn is a shining 
(Sun) example of the transformation from 
man to woman. This is the first of four visu-
al examples of how to identify maverick 
planets in a chart, as well as how they will 
be explained throughout the book.

A good example of an individual with 
a planet conjunct the IC is found in the 
chart of freedom and truth-seeking Oprah 
Winfrey, who has her Sagittarius Moon 
conjunct her IC. Oprah has embodied the 
highest potential of her two maverick plan-
ets— the other being her Jupiter in Gemini 
on the MC. 

An actress who can play any part in a 
believable manner is a maverick. Jupiter, the 
planet of expansion and greatness, when 
found in Aquarius gives one an almost 
encyclopedic range of information. Meryl 
Streep is one of the most versatile and 
accomplished actresses of all time. Aquarius 
and Jupiter are freedom-seeking, which can 
be seen in the wide range of roles she has 
played without the restriction of being type-
cast, as can often be the case in the acting 
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Oprah Winfrey
Natal Chart
Jan 29 1954, Fri
7:51 pm  +6:00
Kosciusko, Mississippi
33°N03'27'' 089°W35'15''
Geocentric
Tropical
Whole Signs
True Node
Rating: A

RECLAIMING THE ANGLES world. Since she has this placement on her 
descendant, we can see the myriad ways 
in which she relates to others through the 
many roles she embodies.

The final angle, the midheaven, is 
well represented by the ways in which this 
Prince has had much of his private life dis-
played for the world to see. Lady Diana’s 
second son, Prince Henry (aka Prince Harry) 
is a good example of how Saturn in Scorpio 
on the midheaven can manifest as personal 
secrets being used as fodder. Of course, he 
was born during his grandmother, Elizabeth 
II’s, second Saturn return and she also has 
Saturn conjunct her Scorpio MC. These two 
share a deep understanding, admiration 
and appreciation for one another, regard-
less of where they find themselves in the 
world. The strength and protective nature 
of this position has definitely been on dis-
play as Henry has moved his family to the 
United States. 

 My goal here is to give a reference 
book that shows the spectrum of arche-
typal expression possible for these four 
angles across 11 planets and 12 zodiacal 
signs — 532 possible combinations. 

This newly revised and expanded edi-
tion includes all of the planets and one 

asteroid: Moon, Sun, Mercury, Venus, Mars, 
Jupiter, Saturn, Chiron, Uranus, Neptune, 
and Pluto. The examples will show that an 
angle magnifies the strength of the planet 
involved, and that the archetypes expressed 
are varied both in their range of subtypes 
presented as well as in their range of con-
scious and unconscious expression. 

For every example in this book, I did 
a specific search for planets conjunct an 
angle in the same sign using the Solar Fire™ 
database. I didn’t include people who have 
a planet in one sign conjunct an angle in 
another, I did this in order to render the 
archetypal expressions as cleanly and sim-
ply as possible to illustrate the examples. 
Any planet that is within 10 degrees of 
an angle, especially applying to the angle 
and about five degrees after the angle, 
will result in a super-charged planet. The 
energies will adjust accordingly depending 
upon one’s sensitivity and the aspects any 
maverick planet makes. 
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Meryl Streep
Natal Chart
Jun 22 1949, Wed
8:05 am  +4:00
Summit, New Jersey
40°N44'29'' 074°W21'36''
Geocentric
Tropical
Whole Signs
True Node
Rating: AA
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Meryl Streep
Natal Chart
Jun 22 1949, Wed
8:05 am  +4:00
Summit, New Jersey
40°N44'29'' 074°W21'36''
Geocentric
Tropical
Whole Signs
True Node
Rating: AA

Each of us is here to 
find improved ways to 
be in relationship with 
our personal map while 
being in relationship to 

everyone else. 
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Prince Henry
Male Chart
Sep 15 1984, Sat
4:20 pm  BST -1:00
London, UK
51°N30' 000°W10'
Geocentric
Tropical
Whole Signs
True Node
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Prince Henry
Male Chart
Sep 15 1984, Sat
4:20 pm  BST -1:00
London, UK
51°N30' 000°W10'
Geocentric
Tropical
Whole Signs
True Node

R

The anecdotal information of the 
individuals presented are meant to act as 
examples of the archetypes involved in 
the combinations as they are presented. 
None of the statements are meant to be 
libelous or malicious, and all information 
was obtained through the internet with 
references cited in most entries. In instanc-
es where information may not be true, I 
ask that you accept my apologies. Please 

realize the idea here is to give illustrations 
of the astrological archetypal expressions 
possible along a continuum and not to be 
an indictment against anyone referenced in 
this book. I am happy to make changes as 
needed to reflect the truth and support the 
theories presented herein, so please feel 
free to contact me. 

If something is not cited with a ref-
erence, simply do an internet search of 
the individual with some of the key words 
contained herein and you should be able 
to find the reference. 

There is no such thing as a bad birth 
chart. Each natal chart is an intricate and 
complex map representing the experienc-
es and expressions an individual is likely 
to have in life. Each of us is here to find 
improved ways to be in relationship with 
our personal map while being in relation-
ship to everyone else. Astrology provides 
people with a means to understand what 
they will likely encounter on the wide road 
of Life and how to best deal with them. 

There are higher and lower expres-
sions for many of the combinations listed 
in this book. An astrology chart can neither 
indicate the conscious intelligence of the 
individual nor the sophistication of expres-
sion. One also cannot tell from a chart 
whether someone has been consciously 
working with their astrological place-
ments or not.

One of the purposes of the book is to 
show the archetypal range of expression 
or multivalent quality possible with planet, 
sign, and angle. The ways in which each 
individual will respond to and use the ener-
gies of these placements is as varied as the 
individuals themselves. Maverick energy 
does not guarantee perfect or even nice 
personalities, as we will see. 

 Important note: This book is about the 
chart’s angles and is not concerned with, 
nor addresses, the issues of house or house 
systems. Rather than having 12 examples of 
planet and sign/house, this book provides 
48 ranges of expressions for each planet. 
Even if you do not have a planet on an angle, 
you can look up any planet you have in the 
same sign as any of your angles and see how 
mavericks have expressed those energies in 
their lives. This will also be true for planets 
that transit and progress your chart’s angles. 
This means that each month each of your 
angles will experience a lunar conjunction, 
four times a year your angles will experience 
a solar conjunction and so on. 

The book uses the simple formula of 
Planet + Angle + Sign = anecdotal exam-
ples. While I personally use the whole sign 
house system, which is a house system that 
makes the ascendant a sensitive point with-
in the first house sign rather than the cusp 
of the first house, what I have researched 
here is true regardless of the house system. 
The angles of the chart remain the same 
regardless of the house system you use. 
With the whole sign system, the house and 
the sign are the same, as opposed to some 
house systems that may have more than one 
sign within a house. The chart’s angles do 
not change for the vast majority of house 
systems. Please feel free to review the maver-
icks’ charts using your favorite house system.

Our goal as astrologers is to be 
theme-finders and reminders—archetypal 
cheerleaders for our clients. This book is 
meant to be used as a resource to inspire 
and grant understanding about why some 
individuals act as they do. 

Michael Bartlett focuses on traditional and esoteric 
astrology while incorporating the depths of the outer 
planets. His Core Energetic training, highly intuitive 
nature, three decades of business experience and 
over two decades of astrological wisdom gives him 
an extensively resourced toolbox he offers to his cli-
ents. Michael is the author of Astrological Mavericks: 
Do you have what it takes to change the world? He 
offers webinars, workshops, experiential intensives, 
readings, speaking engagements and co-hosts a 
weekly YouTube show called Deep Dives with New 
Perspectives. In addition to being a member of the 
Board of Trustees, he also offers webinars, workshops 
and teach classes for Kepler College. For more infor-
mation, please visit coremichael.com you can reach 
him at michael@coremichael.com or 505.690.3860   
Facilitating the Change You Seek

There is no such thing 
as a bad birth chart. 

Each natal chart is an 
intricate and complex 
map representing the 

experiences and  
expressions an  

individual is likely to 
have in life. Each of us is 

here to find improved 
ways to be in 

relationship with our 
personal map while 

being in relationship to 
everyone else. 

https://keplercollege.org/
http://www.coremichael.com/
mailto:michael@coremichael.com
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INTRO TO REBECCA 

R ebecca Gordon is a multi-talented serial creator, astrologer, 
counselor, and the guiding light behind her 17-year running 
astrology school, Rebecca Gordon Astrology, based out of 

NYC. Here, we get a more intimate view into her life experiences, 
perspectives, and processes both personally and professionally... 

—Intro and Interview by William Sebrans

PERSONAL
Rebecca, before we go more deeply into your life trajectory 
and professional expressions, please share with us what right 
now in your life represent primary passions and areas of focus?   

Right now, I’m focused on creating the simple moments of 
grace and beauty in life, and giving them the room to grow—rela-
tionships, spiritual practice, intimacy, and self-development. This is 
where I find the most fulfillment. 

For me the ‘Covid years’ have been a non-stop production 
studio in my apartment, so I am now thawing back to my natural 
interiority. We just arrived home from weeks hiking through the 
Irish country, which is still alive and well inside of me. Ecology is a 
passion of mine, and this is very much my lens of astrology, as I am 
mostly informed by nature. 

Share a snapshot of your family/cultural background? 
I’m a true native New Yorker, though I also grew up living in 

many countries, from Guinea, West Africa to Venezuela, Dominican 
Republic, and various western European countries. My father is a 
cultural anthropologist, and he always jokes that we have it all cov-
ered…as he’s got the land, and I’ve got the sky. Our family arrived 
in NYC from Russia and Eastern Europe four / five generations ago, 
and I actually live around the corner from my great grandfather’s 
old paint store in the West Village. It is common to go ‘off script’ in 
my family, so astrology choosing me was no surprise.

How has your upbringing influenced your personal and 
professional trajectory? 

Being an anthropologist, my father wanted me to get 
out there in the African community, speak the language, buy 
bread, and make friends. He sent me and my brother out on 
these memorable ‘missions’ and in the process, we learned to 
build relationships, learn the language, and establish a sense 
of accomplishment doing things in our own way. 

Looking back, I feel these sorts of missions strewn through 
our childhood had a lot to do with both my brother and I becom-
ing entrepreneurs at a young age. We grew up with no TV and no 

distractions for the most part, so most of what we did was create 
instruments, books, games, or anything, for that matter. 

Another thing my father showed me how to do without know-
ing it is delegation.  When we were living in Africa, South America, 
New York, or South Carolina, and I’d ask him a question, he’d throw 
it back to me to find the source (the expert) and to contact them 
directly. This approach forced me out of my shyness, and I think 
when it came time to build my astrology practice, this is exactly 
what I did. Instead of trying to figure everything out myself, I found 
sources I could talk to who could offer the road maps. 

In our conversation, you traced in your life an eclectic spiritual 
journey…Please share some of the highlights from your youth 
to present, and any practices you may currently have? 

I was obsessed with the night sky growing up and all I could 
ever see for years was a couple stars and occasionally, a planet 
from our New York fire escape, or the parking lot…though I collect-
ed astronomy books from the local library and quickly became an 
encyclopedia of galaxy names, moons, and asteroids. 

It was the actual sky in Africa that really blew my mind at 
age 14. Upon seeing not three …but thousands of stars at once, I 
remember feeling held in a way that I’ll never forget. Every night 
there, I would spend time embracing the shapes and looking 
them up. 

It was around the same time, after arriving back in the US, that 
I began to find the works of Carl Jung which I began to read and 
re-read at age 14. A new world was opening within me, and then 
astrology appeared within weeks as I began a serious astrology 
mentorship through high school with a neighbor. 

As I adored astrology, it was never a replacement for spiritual 
practice which to me was always about creating space within and 
communing with the vastness. 

Growing up, I stumbled into Buddhism first in my early 20’s as 
the language of emptiness very much spoke to my chaotic life at 
that time. There were incredible teachers at 3 Jewels, here in the 

Interview with  
              Rebecca Gordon

Ireland
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Village, that I owe so much to. Some years later, as I had a desire to 
go deeper into studies of yoga and healing,  I dove into a teacher 
training in Kundalini with Gurmukh at Golden Bridge. This experi-
ence also became a catalyst for the medical astrology book that I 
was writing in 2016. 

There were other groups whom I prayed or meditated with 
over the years, and each took me to a certain place where I never 
wanted to get stuck. Now I am a solo practitioner of my own 
design, weaving and integrating all I have experienced into the 
relationships of my life.

Formal Education: 
School of Visual Arts

Informal Education: 
Hypnotherapy, Welding, Kundalini, also learned to speak 

Fulani while in Africa

Looking at your public offerings, what comes through is a 
refined aesthetic and artistic quality…Share with us how 
artistic/creative expression started and evolved for you. 
What diverse creative venues have there been?  

Art is a big part of life for me, and I feel it’s definitely influ-
enced how I look at a birth chart, teach, or share through media. 
Growing up, I was really into sculpture and mixed media—staying 
up all night to finish pieces. Thankfully, there was an art teacher 
who encouraged me, and so I somehow got into this welding pro-
gram and became an unstoppable creator of welded masks, strewn 
from gears and forgotten pieces from the junkyard. I made many 
of these—about 30 combined with some mixed media—and then, 
landed my first art show at a gallery while in high school. I think 
the act of melting metal in welding and the art gave me courage, 
as I was pretty shy before. 

My mother was a cellist and had given me her cello; this was 
also the year where I left the realm of classical training and began 
playing cello in a punk band of that moment. I continued in arts 
and performance doing everything from mythic psychodrama fire 
shows at the Limelight to cello performances at Japanese art col-
lectives. This was my 20’s as a Jupiter in Leo rising. I made many 

of the costumes for our performances and from there, also was 
asked to do some fashion styling. After a very externalized decade, 
I eventually came back to the one through-line since age 14—
which was astrology.

What might you say is the most challenging thing(s) about you 
--- for yourself and/or for others?

I am what is called an Emotional Manifestor in the Human 
Design System, and in that fashion, at times I change course 
without letting others know. I often make decisions and act upon 
them quickly, though I am slowly getting better at communicat-
ing my steps. 

What’s the best thing about you?... If there are several, go for it.
I am told that I’m understanding, generous, fun, and that I 

make everything an adventure. Nothing is ever boring as even the 
most mundane task can be made festive somehow. I like to make 
the smallest, most interior things feel legendary.

You never tried… 
Driving (native New Yorker. Why bother?)

You can’t refuse… 
Raspberries and dark chocolate

What constitutes re-creation and playtime for you? 
I love walking, running, or skating (depending on weather 

and mood) along the Hudson River, whenever possible. I usually 
walk to the river to close out the day around sunset. Maybe, it’s the 
Cancer Moon in me, though the Hudson sometimes feels like my 
lifeline and so much gets worked through alongside the water with 
some good playlists. I’m also a big adventure traveler and see trav-
el as an art form, as it puts us in an intimate dance with creation. 
When I travel, it’s like each day is a blank canvas, and every corner 
turned, or conversational encounter creates the work of the day.

Astrological research is also recreation for me I suppose as 
that’s what I end up doing when left alone for too long.

Your favorite places on Earth? 
Cliffs of Moher in Ireland, Yelapa in Mexico, The Hudson River 

and my neighborhood, The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

If we look at life from the frame as having evolutionary les-
sons, how might you characterize yours at this time?

Well, I feel like I have been allowing love to guide the way 
completely, and this was so scary at first. I’m a Virgo with every-
thing conjunct Saturn so it was really a big deal. I’ve realized how 
bendable reality truly is when you shift your perception. 
 
I note you have wide-set, liquid Neptunian eyes…  

Well, Neptune is probably my greatest planetary teacher - it’s 
talking to most everything in my chart.

Share, as you wish, your Sun, Moon, Ascendant, MC, … and any 
defining aspects that express themselves in your life and work.

I am a Virgo Sun, Cancer Moon and Leo rising with a Taurus 
MC. I feel like my Virgo planets conjoined with Saturn adore rigor, 
research, (and of course, editing). Though, this Leo rising along 
with Jupiter wants to dress up words and maybe even give them a 
stage. Words need a fancy dress, right?

Leo in her Lair
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Cosmos and Psyche, Richard Tarnas —a masterpiece, and 
always more to glean

Astronomica, Marcus Manilius, who is my absolute favorite 
Astro-poet! 

Do you have particular areas of focus (natal, evolutionary, 
traditional, medical, a blend) in your practice, in client work 
or teaching? What is your approach?

I’d say my astrology practice is client-centered, meaning that I 
will use what astrological methods best suit the client needs. Over 
the past 20 years, I have explored the many facets of astrology 
from psychological to evolutionary, to traditional and medical. The 
goal is to create healing and clarity, so it is less about me sticking 
to one technique and more about using the methods that will 
deliver the best results for the client. I’m more of a counselor and 
in my school, we ensure that our students are versed in counseling 
as much as they are in astrology.

We see two distinct lines in your career and lifepath as an astrol-
oger — one as a practitioner, counselor, teacher, and mentor, 
and another, that brings astrology to both the corporate orga-
nization and media outlets… Tell us about how your outreach in 
those venues unfolded and what your successes have been?

After my first large astrology conference in 2004, I was struck 
by the ideas we were able to freely share, the research, camarade-
rie, and how sequestered the community was from much of the 
world and the surrounding industries. 

Arriving home, I considered how the world would feel if astrol-
ogers engendered the same level of respect and integration as say 
– doctors. It’s always been of interest to me to question the current 
positioning of astrology, and to explore how far it can go and who 
else would benefit from this cosmic awareness (other than astrol-
ogers and conference goers). And it’s a delicate balance, as we do 
not want to dilute so much that it loses its integrity. However, we 
know some watering down is necessary for the mass consumption, 
as has clearly happened during the last decade. It then became 
apparent to me that part of my larger mission was to begin build-
ing a bridge, however that may look. The intention was set, and I 
simply wrote about it somewhere on my website that I was open 
to bringing astrology to businesses and all who wished to explore.

The actual corporate and brand work happened rather organi-
cally though as I would be giving a reading to somebody, and they 
would say “would you be open to speaking about this for my com-
pany?” It was evident how most anyone in corporate America, or 
anyone in any business, for that matter – was able to see the differ-
ence immediately between astrology and what they’d been exposed 
to before, as in ‘Strengthsfinder” or “Disc” personality assessments.

 I think the CEO’s who invited me to the various compa-
nies were fans of astrology, so everyone went along for the ride 
and by the end of a day, it was often a room full of people who 
were not only brought closer as a team, though also who left with 
more inspiring questions about the nature of reality, life, and 

I’d say my astrology practice is  
client-centered, meaning that I will 

use what astrological methods  
best suit the client needs. 

Interview with  Rebecca Gordon

YOUR PROFESSIONAL 
ASTROLOGY PRACTICE
Who have been your prime Astrology teachers, influences, 
and inspirations, starting with your Astro-godmother in your 
early teens? 

My first astrology teacher was a neighbor I’d met at age 14 
whom I referred to earlier. Basically, I discovered astrology on her 
bookshelf while babysitting; my Saturn Virgo stellium wanted to 
ensure it was really legit… so, I heavily researched it and finally, 
after deciding ‘astrology was real’, I asked her to teach me, and 
it’s as if she’d been waiting. We studied weekly through my high 
school years. I did everyone’s chart I could in my high school, 
including all family members and grandparents. I guess we cannot 
leave out the fact that she then married my father, and my astrolo-
gy mentor then became my stepmother.

Soon after college, I met Susan Miller at an astrology con-
ference in the early 2000’s to find out we were both neighbors. 
Susan’s the one who really pushed me off the cliff—telling me that 
I was an ‘astrologer’, though, up till then, I had no idea this could be 
a career. She shared much that was passed down from her mother 
whom we both spent time with, as well as the basics to horoscope 
writing and the business of astrology. All to say, with her support, I 
was able to quit my day job at the art gallery soon after and totally 
commit myself to the practice of astrology.

About the same time, Alex Grey (visionary artist and 
co-creator of the Church of Sacred Mirrors) had invited me to give 
a talk at his gallery in NYC. It was after that press talk where people 
began to ask for readings and for the first time, my calendar was 
filled with astrology. I walked home on a cloud… and this was a 
solar eclipse on my Pluto in the 3rd house.

At this point, I was mostly immersed in the world of psy-
chological astrology—the works of Liz Green and Howard 
Sasportas, though also, Dane Rudhyar, Isabelle Hickey, Shirley 
Soffer, Alan Oken, Rob Hand classics, as well as Jeff Green. These, 
and many more were simply the books that I had found at a thrift 
store on Bedford Avenue in 1999 called Beacons Closet. I had hap-
pened to walk in right after an older astrologer had just donated 
their entire collection, so I bought everything and can still remem-
ber how insanely heavy those bags were. It was one of those 
moments where reality gave me the immediate answer to my 
biggest question, and so the path of astrology had me.

Over the years, I studied with other mentors such as 
Bernadette Brady whom I also have deep gratitude for. When 
Cosmos and Psyche by Richard Tarnas came out, the doors blew 
open and my astrology interest grew tenfold.

Were there any astrological AHA or defining moments when 
you knew an astrological vocation was calling you?

I remember my first astrology conference at age 24, being the 
youngest person there. I was very keen to take the ISAR consulting 
skills training — a program I still recommend to all my students 
today. This conference was Jupiter gracing all my Virgo planets 
who were clustered with Saturn, and it was pure magic. This is the 
conference where I met Susan Miller whom I referred to earlier.

3 (or more) never-lose or never-give-away-without-replacing 
astrology books?

The 12 Houses, Howard Sasportas—love the lyrical journey 
through the houses 
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perhaps more permission to be fully themselves. I created corpo-
rate-friendly astrology optics to address people’s strengths and 
challenges as well as ‘ecosystems’ and would often include the 
chart of a company as well. In other events, I’d simply give a key-
note on the year ahead.

I began traveling across the country to host anywhere from 
1-hour on-site events to 2-day off-site events.  Some of the com-
panies I’ve worked with over the years are Google, Vayner Media 
(Gary V), and Adobe, Medium, Chanel, amongst many others. 
I’ve also presented similar material for some colleges like FIT and 
NYU here in New York. 

When astrology can live in congruence with the other occupa-
tions on our planet, then I feel we’ve accepted a world with humil-
ity – that does not need to have answers to all. In the last decade, 
with astrology’s rise in popularity, I feel so many see it as another 
‘life-hack’ to reach a desired goal. And this is analogous to how the 
Western mind first digested Yoga – as a way to get fit. And then, 
this trend watered the fields for meditation and the popularization 
of astrology, with much more germinating from these seeds.  

Through this Westernized gateway to reach a defined goal, 
we happen to also stumble upon so much more in the process. 
And it’s in those moments where the magic happens for so many. 

Your website and many of your Instagram posts share profes-
sionally crafted photos of you in distinctly creative, fashionable 
outfits?  Tell us about that? Is it the Leo/Jupiter/Neptune that 
must have its creative day in the light for the pure pleasure of 
it…and/or is there a branding intention behind it?

I’ve always adored fashion and consider it a creative outlet. 
Though even more than that, dressing up is, at times, a spiritual 
experience and certainly, it’s a part of my own practice. It’s a form 
of ritual, and it impregnates consciousness. 

To bring it back to your questions about ‘branding’ and when 
it came time to go public with astrology, I thought about my birth 
chart and mainly the stylistic mark that it would create. Everything 
originated from the chart. For the last 20 years, fashion brands have 
always partnered with us, such as my current collaboration with 
Christian Louboutin on an astrologically inspired scarf design. I can-
not say I’ve ever done any formal outreach, though I have worked 
with intention and thoroughly enjoyed these creative collaborations. 
It’s included just about everything — from redesigning boutiques, 
like Agent Provocateur based on the signs and elements, to collabo-
rating on astrology scarves or press events with Chanel. 

That all said, I would like to put more time into working on an 
app and a software in the next chapter.

What do you feel are your greatest accomplishments to 
date in your astrology career?

I truly enjoy being a mentor and tend to stay in touch with my 
mentees over the years. These relationships are profound and so 
rewarding. 

I decided to open an astrology school in 2005 to build rela-
tionships and create a community for young astrologers. In our 
first year, I simply shared what I knew with a commitment to con-
tinue the process. It has been 17 years since, and now we have a 
year-round curriculum, having graduated thousands of astrologers 
across the globe. I love to stay in touch with my students and see 
the insightful work they put out over the years as well. I have even 
taken some classes with alumni. Maybe this is my Cancer Moon 
in the 11th house — supporting the students in office hours and 
through the years has been a true highlight to my life.

In 2015, I published an astrology book with Simon & Schuster 
called Your Body and the Stars. It’s essentially a medical astrology 
book, though digestible and interactive for the non-astrologer, as 
well. I collaborated with an MD on this effort and the book gar-
nered the attention of the Dr. Oz Show, so I became a regular guest 
speaking about relevant medical astrology of the season.

THE PROFESSION OF 
ASTROLOGY
What do you experience as the great thing ... and the difficult 
thing about being an astrologer?

Being able to explore a brand new swath of the sky each 
day and have such incredible conversations about it all. What 
could be better? 

Harper's Bazaar On Dr. Oz

https://www.amazon.com/Your-Body-Stars-Zodiac-Wellness/dp/1582704902


 OPA’s Quarterly Magazinepage 80    The Career Astrologer

Interview with  Rebecca Gordon

These days, a challenging thing about this work is that there 
are many people who know a little astrology thinking they know 
a lot… so coming into readings with things like “Can we talk about 
the fact that Mercury is on my Pluto today”. This is really fine, though, 
as I’d take this challenge any day to where we were 20 years ago, 
which was more like “So are you a psychic, or do you read palms?”

What are your future aspirations for yourself in the field of 
astrology... to accomplish and/or to learn?

I would like to continue to build our school and resources for 
people who want to learn so they can exist when I am no longer 
here. There are other technical astrology projects I’m now working 
on as I feel we do need a more user friendly and modern apparatus. 
I would like to learn more about the Bon tradition which is Tibetan 
medical astrology.

What aspirations/visions do you have for the profession of 
astrology, as a whole?

Astrology seems to be rising fast in popularity and as it becomes 
more assimilated, we will need to step up and create an infrastruc-
ture for this growing need. For example: within astrology, one can be 
a researcher, a teacher, a writer, a counselor, astrological magi, or any 
combination. I do hope that, in the future, all readers will have to go 
through some sort of counseling training. It’s been pretty rogue thus 

far, though based on all of the recent growth, I think it’s time we cre-
ate more of a mandatory ethics and counseling training. 

What inspires you to be an OPA member?
OPA is where I’ve met some of my closest friends in the 

astrology community. The small group trainings are such a rare 
and rich experience.

Any advice for those who would like to become professional 
astrologers?

Go for it. Each day is a gift in this work of astrology. Also expe-
rience different kinds of readings so you familiarize yourself with 
the range of styles.

CONTACT: 
Rebecca Gordon
Email: rebecca@rebeccagordonastrology.com
Website: https://www.rebeccagordonastrology.com

William Sebrans 
Email: publications@opaastrology.org
Website: www.otherwiseworld.com R

Available from online booksellers or visit us at www.wessexastrologer.com
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PLACEHOLDER

 

 

 

 The book covers the great conjunc-
tions from Jupiter to Pluto. Along with the 
history of the times, there are chart exam-
ples of people who are born during the 
conjunctions. There are charts of the dis-
coveries of the outer planets. This book is 
factual, down to earth, and contains good 
clear astrological definitions of the planets. 
This information can be used in client con-

sultations, especially for those clients who 
carry the energy of the conjunctions. 

Chris explains her methods which 
makes it easy to replicate her findings. She 
gives us tables showing the frequency and 
aspects of each conjunction and lists all the 
Great Conjunctions from 1800-2075 in the 
Appendix. We are now in the period begin-

Book Review

A strology is the study of cycles. There 
are cycles within cycles, an entire 
kaleidoscope where you can turn 

the wheel to see a different picture by 
focusing on different planets. The Great 
Conjunctions are when the slow-moving 
outer planets meet in the same degree and 
start a cycle. In this book, Chris McRae gives 
a thorough explanation of these cycles 
showing how historical events, as well as 
evolutionary changes in mankind, corre-
spond with different phases of each cycle.

 Chris equates these cycles with Dane 
Rudhyar’s work on the lunation cycle. 
There are eight specific stages, the same as 
with the monthly movement of the Moon. 
Each phase has a specific meaning. Chris 
includes charts that show the dates of the 
major aspects of each cycle and the histo-
ry that occurred at the time. For example, 
we learn that Albert Einstein proposed the 
theory of relativity during the opposition 
of Uranus and Pluto in the signs Gemini/
Sagittarius. 

Review by Arlan Wise

GREAT 
CONJUNCTIONS: 
SHIFTING  
TIMES 
BY CHRIS MCRAE

ning with the prior 1891 Neptune/Pluto 
conjunction in Gemini and that will perfect 
again in 2383. Our world remains impacted 
by the things that began at that time—the 
first flight of the Wright brothers, the devel-
opment of moving pictures, the births of 
Dane Rudhyar, Paramahansa Yogananda, 
Hitler, and the Wounded Knee Massacre. 

Chris starts the book with this dis-
claimer:

All information provided herein is based 
upon original research and observations of 
Chris McRae. It is written with sincere and reli-
able intent, 

She writes:
This is not meant to be a scholarly disser-

tation on Great conjunctions…My contribu-
tion is simply that of a consulting astrologer 
with fifty years peering into the thousands 
of lives I have been privileged to observe…
recognizing how many clients are part of the 
flow of Great conjunctions in their charts, as 
well as the extension of these cycles. This part 
of our understanding of Great Conjunctions 
cannot be ignored if we see clients. 

This is Chris’ last book, finished within a 
month of her death. She lived into her 90’s 
and, like Rudhyar, never stopped doing her 
astrology work. She kept up with the times 
and taught herself how to teach on Zoom 
when the pandemic closed down in-person 
classes. Chris sprinkles in bits of her life 
experience as she writes and describes the 
changes she saw from living a long life. 
This is a valuable astrology book. Those 
who knew her as a friend or teacher, or 
both, can hear her voice as you read these 
words. Those who are new to astrology will 
benefit from learning from an old master. 
Her astrology is basic and true. You want to 
have this book on your shelf. 

R
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When we are born, AP begins at the 
ascendant and moves through the houses in 
an anti-clockwise direction. As a result, at the 
ages 18, 36 and 54,  AP reaches the angles 
IC, DSC and MC, respectively. AP arrives at 
the Ascendant again at the age of 72. Then 
a new cycle is started in the same way. 

In each house a balance point and 
a low point are defined. The balance and 
low points are determined using the gold-
en mean, as explained in detail in Huber’s 

D ue to his extraordinarily original 
works, Franz Kafka (1883-1924), is 
considered one of the most import-

ant authors of the 20th century, known 
for his bizarre and absurd stories and nov-
els. He spent most of his life in his birth 
town of Prague. The term “kafkaesque” 
was introduced into literature to describe 
situations like those found in his works. 
In this article, we explore the value of the 
AGE POINT (AP), a progression method 
conceptualized by Swiss astrologer Bruno 
Huber, to explore the different milestones 
of Kafka’s life.

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE  
AGE POINT (AP)

The Age Point (AP) is a method devel-
oped by Bruno and Louise Huber. It is based 
on the assumption that the natal chart has 
a time dimension in it and behaves like a 
clock, known as the lifeclock1.

In this method the age is progressed 
through the houses of a natal chart as 
shown in Figure 1. Each house corresponds 
to 6 years of age. The width of each house 
is then divided into 6 equal age segments. 
The 6-year cycle grew out of the Hubers’ 
research in which different possibilities 

were tested. Only the 6-year cycle brought 
dependable results. The number 6 was 
seen as a psychological rhythm number. 
Koch houses are used in this method since 
they were shown to yield the closest 
results to reality1.

THE AGE POINT  
IN ASTROLOGY 

The author Franz Kafka: 
Consideration of aspect picture and delineation  

of life stages using the Age Point (AP)

by Ferhan Çeçen

Figure 1. Age Point (AP) moving through the houses with respect to age.

Each house  
corresponds to  

6 years of age. The 
width of each house 
is then divided into 6 
equal age segments.  
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• Sextiles (600) and trines (1200) are 
shown by blue. 

• Importance is placed also on 
semi-sextile (300) and quincunx (1500) 
aspects which are shown in green. 

• Conjunctions are usually shown 
in orange.

The distribution of aspect colors is 
also important in a chart. In this natal 
chart (Figure 2), first red and blue aspects 
stand out. The only green is a semi-sextile 
aspect between the personal planets in 
the 11th house and Neptune and Mars in 
the 10th house. According to this meth-
od, the red aspects indicate tension, 

pressure and conflict whereas the blue 
aspects create a restful, rather introverted 
and statically-inclined mood. Thus, the red 
and blue combination forms a polarity1. On 
the other hand,  green aspects show adap-
tiveness and allow different ways of think-
ing. Huber came to the conclusion that it 
is difficult to find a middle way if green 
aspects are lacking. Such persons incline 
to black-and-white type thinking and an 
“either-or” attitude. The person may be full 
of optimism, but then full of desperation. 
Therefore, given also the bundle shape of 
this chart having no opposition aspects, 
the red-blue combination can explain to 
some extent Kafka’s inclination to pes-
simism. At the same time, the outer edge 
of the learning triangle consists of red and 
green aspects. This often symbolizes a per-
son who appears irritated by the conflicts 
caused by the outer world. 

The presence of few aspects is note-
worthy in this chart. The astrologer Karl 
Georg Breit from the Huber school indi-
cates that such persons are early develop-
ers, usually have a quick perception, and 
demonstrate uneasy behavior4.  

Emphasis of the 4th quadrant
In Kafka’s natal chart, all planets except 

Uranus lie above the horizon and in the 
4th quadrant. In the Huber method, this 
quadrant is known as the “Being” quadrant 
where the person combines individual 

book1 . These points divide the house 
into three zones as cardinal (cusp to bal-
ance point), fixed (balance point to low 
point) and mutable (low point to cusp). 
An intensity curve is drawn through bal-
ance and low points reflecting stronger 
and weaker regions1. The balance and low 
points are marked at the rim of a chart 
using a long and a short line, respectively, 
as seen in Figure 2 and 3.

There is a strong significance to a plan-
et forming a conjunction or an opposition 
with the AP. But trines, squares, sextiles and 
semi-sextiles are also considered. When AP 
passes through houses, it can trigger exist-
ing aspect figures or form new ones. It can 
also activate unaspected planets. 

Since each chart has a different width 
of the houses and disposition of signs, the 
location of planets and the aspects of 
AP differ in each natal chart, and will be 
very unique to each person.  This meth-
od is mostly used for an understanding 
of developmental processes and not for 
prediction of events. AP also serves as an 
excellent tool for rectification of birthtime. 
The reader is advised to have a look at the 
reference1  for details.

ANALYSIS OF KAFKA’S CHART 
ASPECTS:

In the Huber analysis method3,4, we 
begin with a holistic view of the chart. As 
explained in a 2019 Career Astrologer article 
by Ferhan Çeçen5, Huber has defined three 
different types of aspect formations: linear, 
quadrangular and triangular. The whole 
aspect picture in Kafka’s natal chart is line-
ar-triangular (Figure 2). It consists of a trine 
between the Sun/Jupiter and the North 
Node (an independent linear figure) and a 
triangle between Uranus, Mercury/Venus 
and Neptune. In the Huber method the lat-
ter is known as a “medium-sized learning tri-
angle” which is a pattern that can represent 
strong curiosity, a search for information, 
and a need to be awakened. Linear pictures 
(or independent lines) indicate dynamism, 
cardinality and tension. According to this 
method, asymmetrical pictures are also 
dynamic. The asymmetry of the whole 
aspect picture reinforces the dynamism 
suggested by the line between the Sun/
Jupiter and the North Node. 

The Huber method uses rather strict 
orbs, resulting in fewer aspects than in a 
standard analysis*. As explained in a former 
2019 Career Astrologer article5, ten planets 
and the North Node are considered wit-
hout using the aspects to angles. In total 
seven aspects are considered.

• Squares (900) and oppositions (1800) 
are shown by the red color. 

Figure 2. Natal chart of Franz Kafka, 
3 July 1883, 7:00 am, 
Prague/CZ, 14e26, 50n05
Source: Astrodatabank  (2).  

In Kafka’s natal chart, 
all planets except  
Uranus lie above  

the horizon and in the 
4th quadrant. In  

the Huber method, 
this quadrant is 

known as the “Being” 
quadrant where the 

person combines 
individual and universal  

consciousness.   
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and universal consciousness. In the Huber 
method the Sun, Moon and Saturn are the 
three ego planets that make up the per-
sonality. The presence of these three in the 
4th quadrant emphasizes the importance 
of universal values personally for Kafka. In 
his chart, the Sun and Moon are located in 
the 11th house (a house associated with 
Aquarius: societal groups). Indeed, he was 
a social critic, and apparently directed the 
dynamism in the chart, as indicated by 
linearity, to the problems in society, as he 
dealt with workers’ rights. 

Uranus as an outstanding planet
The distant placement of Uranus from 

the rest of the cluster of planets makes it a 
tension point, as referred to in the Huber 
method. Therefore, themes associated with 
Uranus are likely to be strong in Kafka’s 
life—and indeed, Kafka had a very individ-
ual style that was expressed narratively. 
Further, he experienced many separations 
in his personal relationships. 

The strong stellium in Kafka’s 11th 
house in Gemini is squared by Uranus. In 
the Huber method, Mercury and Uranus 
are named as intelligence planets, so 
the square between them, can be seen 
as an indication of highly original, cre-
ative thinking and wording. The partial 
Mercury/Venus conjunction in Gemini can 
be regarded as a sign of an extraordinary 
narrative capability. This characteristic is 
further supported by the Moon and Saturn 
located in Gemini, the sign of language 
and communication.

Detached Sun
If a single planet or an aspect is 

detached, it usually behaves independently 
from other figures. In this chart, the Sun/

THE AGE POINT IN ASTROLOGY Jupiter conjunction in trine to the North 
Node is detached from the rest of the chart. 
Thus, this linear figure differs from the rest of 
the chart which indicates individuality and 
independence. The Sun forms only smooth 
aspects in water signs in Kafka’s chart. This 
actually points to a sensitive and tender core, 
and indeed, he is described as a delicate, 
thoughtful, shy, and reserved person. 

TRACING THE DEVELOPMENTS 
IN KAFKA’S LIFE WITH THE AGE 
POINT (AP):

We will now explore different 
milestones in Kafka’s life using the AP. 
Significant developments in his life are also 
illustrated in Figure 3. 

1: AP square Pluto, July 1887 (Age 4)
2: AP at Uranus, May 1892 (Age nearly 9)
3: AP at North Node and aspecting Sun/
Jupiter, 1902 (Age 19)
4: AP in 5th house (1907-1913) forming a 
T-square in chart, September 1907 (Age 24)
5: AP in 5th house: important works, occu-
pation with workers’ rights, famous story 
finished in short time in 1912 (Age 29)
6: AP at the low point of 6th house: 
Tuberculosis in 1917 (Age 34)
7: AP square North Node, quincunx Sun, 
1918: Spanish flu (Age 35)

8: AP above horizon: well-known “Letter 
to the father”: November 1919 (Age 36)
9: AP square Mars in February 1922: psy-
chological-physical collapse (Age 38)
10: AP in Pisces, square Saturn: Death on 
June 3, 1924 (Age nearly 41)

AP in square to Pluto and Saturn 
In the Huber method, the 4th/10th 

house axis is named as the individuation 
axis. In the 4th house (place of Cancer) one 
is influenced by family and roots and is 
not an individual yet. On the other hand, 
the 10th house (place of Capricorn) stands 
for a grown-up person and an individual. 
According to Huber, a strongly occupied 
10th house shows a strongly defined indi-
vidualist. In this chart four planets and the 
centaur Chiron are located along this axis 
(Figure 1). Two challenging planets, Saturn 
and Pluto (in conjunction with Chiron), are 
unaspected as a duet. Their conjunction 
with Chiron in the 10th house may point 
to a trauma caused by an authority figure 
(possibly father). 

Using the AP, the first house (between 
14 Leo 16 and 8 Virgo 43) represents the 
first 6 years of age. These 24 degrees are 
divided by 6, meaning that each year of his 
life is represented by 4 degrees of his 1st 

When Kafka was 4-5 
years old (July 1887 
–July 1888) AP was 

betwen 0 and 4  
degrees Virgo in the 

1st house, and it 
squared Pluto and 
Saturn at 1 and 4 
degrees Gemini.  

This was the first 
hard aspect he  

experienced.  

Natal chart of Franz Kafka, 
3 July 1883, 7:00 am, 
Prague/CZ, 14e26, 50n05

Figure 3.  Age Points corresponding to important developments in Kafka’s life. 
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pany dealing with workers’ accident insur-
ance.  Kafka engaged with workers’ rights 
and solidarized with their cause when he 
was 24-25 years old. The AP was in the 
5th house in Sagittarius and opposed 
the Gemini stellium in the 11th house 
(Aquarius house: human rights). With the 
AP located in the 5th house in 1907, for 
the first time a strong T-square aspect fig-
ure was formed in the chart, with Uranus, 
related to revolutions, at the apex. In the 
Huber school, this strong aspect figure 
consisting of three red aspects is known 
as the “performance triangle”. With Uranus 
at the apex, a breakthrough may be 

expected. When AP moved through the 
5th house (creativity, self-expression) 
opposing the Gemini stellium, Kafka 
wrote many important works while being 
involved with workers’ rights.

AP in Capricorn: 1909–1916
On October 1, 1909, AP moved 

from Sagittarius into Capricorn—a more 
demanding sign, while still in the 5th 
house where the AP remained until 
February 11, 1916. 

The year 1912 is regarded as a turning 
point in Kafka’s life7, a time when he began 
to accept his lonely life, and following 
family pressures, he contemplated suicide. 
He was able to pull out of depression and 
concentrate on writing again. 

In November 1911, AP was in the 5th 
house and formed an opposition to the 
Sun, then in March 1912, made an oppo-
sition to Jupiter. Kafka wrote his famous 
story, “The Judgement (Das Urteil)” on the 
night of September 22-23, 1912 in only 
eight hours. At that time, he was 29 years 
old and AP was located in the mutable zone 
of the 5th house. The mutable zone rep-
resents the region between the low point 
of a house and the next house cusp. At 
the low point, the energy is inward-direc-
ted and at its lowest level. Then, after this 

point, in the mutable zone, energy flows 
and ascends again until the next house 
cusp, as explained in detail in Huber’s 
book1. In this method, it is assumed that 
a person can reach the maximum capabi-
lity in the mutable zone of the 5th house. 
The intellectual achievement of Kafka at 
that time was an opening for his original 
writing style. The year 1912, was both dep-
ressing and prolific for him. 

AP in the 6th house: 1913–1919
In the period from July 3, 1913 to July 

3, 1919, AP was moving through the 6th 
house. In 1913, Kafka was promoted to the 
vice secretary position at the insurance 
company when AP was in Capricorn, the 
sign of professional achievement7, forming 
a great triangle aspect (known as the large 
blue talent triangle) with Uranus in the 
2nd house and Neptune in the 10th house. 
The houses 2, 6, and 10 are associated with 
profession and career. Additionally, the 
2nd house stands for talents and income. 
Kafka was promoted several times until his 
retirement in 1922. Yet, he regarded his job 
as a ridiculously simple one, and called it a 
“bread-and-butter job.” He would have pre-
ferred to dedicate himself solely to writing. 

The 6th house
Virgo, and the 6th house, is associated 

with possible illnesses and general cons-
titution. In 1915, Kafka was recruited to 
the military. It is reported that the time he 
spent in the military played a role in his 
illness two years later9.  

The year 1917 was full of events for 
Kafka. He was engaged in July 1917, but 
the engagement was broken the same year 
in December. He also suffered from poor 
health after experiencing a haemorrhage 
in August 1917, and then in September 
was diagnosed with lung tuberculosis. In 
March 1917, AP had reached the low point 
of the 6th house. Since at the low point 
of a house the energy is inward-directed 
and at its lowest level, the low point of 
the 6th house can indicate professional 
or health crises. At the time of diagnosis, 
AP was located in Aquarius in the mutab-
le zone of the 6th house where changes 
in health or daily life can be seen. Prior to 
that, AP formed a trine with Saturn which 
was in conjunction with Pluto and Chiron, 
and was the ruler of the 6th house, when 
aspected by the AP in the 6th house. After 
this period, Kafka was sick for several years 
(1917-1922), and spent most of the time in 
a sanatorium. As AP moved further throu-
gh the 6th house, in 1918, he became ill 
with the Spanish flu. AP formed a quin-
cunx with the Sun and squared the Moon’s 
Nodes having only soft aspects in the 

The Moon’s Nodes, 
often considered as 

karmic factors,  
received, for the 

first time, a  
challenging aspect 
from the AP in the 

6th house.

house. This means that when Kafka was 
4-5 years old (July 1887-July 1888) AP was 
betwen 0 and 4 degrees Virgo in the 1st 
house, and it squared Pluto and Saturn at 
1 and 4 degrees Gemini. This was the first 
hard aspect he experienced. Two brothers 
of his died due to disease in those years, on 
the 15th December 1886 and on the 10th 
April 1888, respectively6. 

AP in conjunction with Uranus
Later in May 1892, when Kafka was 

nearly 9 years old, AP passed over Uranus 
in the 2nd house. Location of generational 
planets (Uranus, Neptune, or Pluto) in the 
1st quadrant of a chart sometimes points 
to difficult situations in early life. In this 
chart, additionally the Moon in Gemini 
forms an aspect with the Uranus in the 
1st quadrant. One possible interpretation 
of this aspect is the detachment from the 
mother. Indeed, Kafka’s relationship with 
his mother remained distant7. Thus, the 
first square of the AP to the Pluto/Saturn 
duet and then its conjunction with Uranus 
represent challenging times in Kafka’s early 
life, as it was the case with his parents. 

AP in the 4th house: 1901–1907
At 19 years (1902) AP passed over the 

North Node in the 4th house and formed 
a trine to the Sun/Jupiter conjunction. It 
triggered this detached linear aspect con-
figuration. At that time, Kafka met Max 
Brod who then became his close friend8. 
Max Brod saved Kafka’s works and pub-
lished them, although Kafka instructed him 
to burn them. It is interesting to note that 
this encounter with Max Brod later led to 
Kafka’s fame. Thus, it is possible, the aspect 
of the Sun/Jupiter with the North Node 
stands here as a symbol of fame.  

In the years 1901-1907, Kafka stud-
ied at university. He first began studying 
chemistry, but then gave it up and tried 
many other branches. In the period from 
October 1901 to April 1905, AP was located 
in Scorpio, the sign of representing soul 
searching and changes. In 1903, Kafka 
finally settled for law studies when AP 
formed a trine to the Sun (consciousness) 
and Jupiter (justice themes). In 1905, AP 
opposed the difficult Pluto/Saturn duet. 
This was the year he reportedly stayed in 
a sanatorium (8). In 1906, Kafka received a 
doctoral degree in law, and the AP was in 
the sign of Sagittarius (justice themes) and 
formed a quincunx to the Sun and Jupiter. 

AP in the 5th house: 1907–1913
Kafka worked for a short period of 

time (October 1907- July 1908), at a pri-
vate insurance company. He was employed 
from 1908 to 1922 in a semi-public com-
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relationships are likely to occur. AP formed 
a square to Pluto, then to Chiron. At that 
time, Kafka met his last partner, however, 
his marriage plans failed7. Approximately 
one year later, just before AP formed an 
exact square to Saturn, Kafka died on June 
3, 1924 of tuberculosis when he was nearly 
41 years old. 

Closing words:
The Age Point (AP)  method, in which 

the age is progressed through the houses of 
a natal chart, can successfully reveal import-
ant milestones in a person’s life. In any case, 
it has to be applied with the consideration 
of the whole aspect picture in the chart. 

chart. The Moon’s Nodes, often conside-
red as karmic factors, received, for the first 
time, a challenging aspect from the AP in 
the 6th house. 

AP in the 7th house: 1919–1924
In 1919, Kafka was engaged again, yet 

this engagement was not accepted by his 
parents. Under this impression he wrote 
in November 1919, the famous “Letter to 
the father (Brief an den Vater)“9, in which 
he accused his father of having exerted a 
tyrannical power. At that time he was 36 
years old, AP was in the 7th house and 
had just risen above the horizon. With the 
AP located in this air house, he disclosed 
his thoughts, although he did not actually 
send the letter.

In 1920, he broke the engagement, 
and AP was in Aquarius forming a quincunx 
with the separative Uranus which also squ-
ares the Mercury/Venus conjunction. Earlier 
in Kafka’s life, many separations in the chart 
can be found. For example, in 1914, when 
AP was located at the beginning of the 6th 
house forming a quincunx to the Moon, he 
broke another engagement. The quincunx 
aspect can symbolize uncertainty, longing, 
or difficulty in decision-making.

Square of AP to Mars, Pluto and Saturn
In 1922, Kafka had a psychological- 

physical collapse7. In February 1922, AP 
made a square aspect to the intercepted 
Mars. Then, in May 1923, AP moved from 
Aquarius into Pisces and approached the 8th 
house, leading to a weaker period in his life.

In July 1923, AP was in the mutable 
zone of the 7th house, where changes in 

In July 1923, AP was 
in the mutable zone 

of the 7th house, 
where changes in  
relationships are 
likely to occur. AP 

formed a square to 
Pluto, then to  

Chiron. At that time, 
Kafka met his last 

partner, however, his 
marriage plans failed.
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