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Dear OPA Members,

R

A s we arrive at the September Equinox, the Saturn/Uranus square 
of 2021 is giving us just a bit of breathing room, only to come 

into exactness one more time in December. With this reprieve, and 
the prior month’s Virgo emphasis, I hope you’re finding the most per-
fect creative solutions to any challenges you might be facing.

We’re all in this together.

This can be so much more than the words we hear as we face 
escalating crises. True connection to the earth and to each other can 
be a powerful healing force, or at least a coping strategy.

I remember growing up in Canada with harsh winter storms. In 
the morning, everyone capable of shoveling snow would go outside 
and start digging out the driveways for everyone who needed to get 
to work. When the factories were on strike, we knew who was out of 
work, and they were invited casually to backyard barbecues. If you’ve 
lived in that kind of environment where community support was a 
necessity, you can be surprised to live in a place like California where 
the sun shines daily and neighbors hardly speak.

On some days, it now seems the whole planet lives in harshness, 
— the threat of climate events or tricky viruses ever present.

We hope the OPA community is one place where you can find 
strength and solace, and that as we assess life through the lens of our 
beloved astrology, we are inspired and uplifted. 

As a professional astrologer, you are likely supporting many indi-
viduals in transition, or find yourself as the go-to person for friends and 
family. We at OPA are here to fully support you, in kind.

I am excited to let you know this issue includes the details for the 
I-Astrologer Conference in 2022, which will give you all the tools you 
need to begin or expand a professional practice, so that you may be 
of greater support to your community—and also find a sustainable 
career. Check out p. 30 for details. Many of the lectures of this dynam-
ic conference will be virtual, plus there will be a three day in person 
event in Tucson, safety permitting. We are in the days of hybrid!

I am delighted to announce that Magali Morales is joining the 
OPA Board as Director of Ethics to replace Alexandra Karacostas who 
is stepping aside to focus on her current personal transitions. Happily, 
Alexandra will still be with us as faculty and a Career Astrologer editor.

Stay safe. The world needs all of us to be healthy and conscious.

We deeply appreciate your support and membership.

In gratitude,
Kay
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Welcome to Our  
September 2021 Equinox Issue

by William Sebrans

“Let me not to the marriage of true minds 
Admit impediments. Love is not love| 
Which alters when it alteration finds, 
Or bends with the remover to remove.”  
— Shakespeare, Sonnet 116

Astrology, I might propose somewhat 
baldly, is the study of gravity.

What are we daily looking at but the 
interconnected pull and push of planetary bod-
ies on each other — at our Sun on the planets, 
the planets and the stars on us — everything 
spinning according to a mysterious force no 
scientific theory has yet been able to ade-
quately explain?

Love, and relationships of humbler 
consequence —  whether physical, emotion-
al, intimate, familial, and civic, or whether 
noble or crude —  I further propose seem to 
operate as a force something akin to gravity, 
pulling sentient creatures into interactive 
plays on which the heavenly bodies do make 
constant comment.

Not all relationships are inspired by or are 
about deep and abiding love; some are devot-
ed to the purposes of work, others to healing, 
others to shared play, and many to learning, 
official and unofficial.

In any, and all cases, connection is at the 
core, and the lack of it spells dis-aster (at odds 
with the stars) for those involved and the pur-
poses they aspire to.

The Mystics, such as Rumi, remind and 
even implore us to realize that we are ulti-
mately seekers – whether distracted, closeted, 
or dedicated – of the union which transcends 
the personal, and in which the separate “I” in 
the “We” is merged or dissolved.

“Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing 
and right-doing there is a field 
I’ll meet you there.

When the soul lies down in that grass 
the world is too full to talk about. 

Ideas, language, even the phrase ‘each other| 
doesn’t make any sense.”

Now, where does an astrology journal 
issue devoted to relationship, and the asso-
ciated quintessential Libran theme of “the 
other”,  go with that profound invitation?

Well… we go back to school and to work 
(which is what the Earth plane seems to be 
primarily about) where we approach the 
divine angle by embracing at ground level the 
daily demands, rewards, turmoil, and sur-
prises that arise in the relationship field.

We have seen far too often how the spir-
itual aspirant, and even the exalted teacher, 
has failed to grok the simple lessons of relat-
ing authentically and well, with lamentable 
results for all involved.

Ramana Maharshi, who is revered by 
many as one who transcended earthly identi-
fications and as abiding in Love, speaks to the 
matter:

Seeker: How do we treat others? 
Ramana: There are no others. 

OK. This is big. Too big, perhaps, for the 
workaday mind and battered heart. 

Ramana (who, it turns out, had a Libra 
Ascendant, in tropical astrology) is inviting the 
seeker to see the undifferentiated Self connect-
ing through all selves, free of egoic mind.

Still, too big? 
Ram Dass expresses it in more accessible 
street language:

 

This issue of the Career Astrologer 
explores the relationship terrain from a 
variety of perspectives and case studies so 
that we might be better relating astrologers, 
as well as working with those who have rela-
tionship objectives, of any kind.

Whether or not it’s stated overtly, what 
people, at their core, seem to be seeking 
are more fulfilling connections and relation-
ships with others — the lover to the beloved, 
the writer to the audience, the worker to the 
employer, the friend to friend, and even, the 
confronted to the adversary.

Maybe, it’s fair to say that what we are 
looking for in our earthly sojourn is the opti-
mal kind of gravity — the forces that pull us 
up, rather than drag us down, yes?

 A second theme of the journal is 
Planetary Condition — the relative strength 
or weakness of a planet and the force it carries, 
treated by our contributors from both tradi-
tional and modern astrological perspectives.  

The two themes of this issue are inter-
twined – as with the conversations between 
planets, how we relate to each other depends 
on our condition, doesn’t it?

• In this issue, we are pleased to offer an 
informed and excellent panel of consulting 
astrologers who explore different angles 
on the relationship theme:  April Elliott 
Kent, Yvonne Smith Tarnas, Nathan 
(Theodore) Naicker, Margaret Gray 

• For further relationship ruminations, we 
offer articles from:  Marcia Ferreira, Greg 
Bogart, Andrea Conlon, Dorothy Oja

• Exploring Planetary Condition, we share 
articles from:  Shu Yap, Charlie Obert, 
Christine Chase

• For inspired astrology in the arts and sci-
ences, we hear from:  Sonia Guidici on art, 
and Michaela Meiser, on Astro-Polarity, 
and Julian Venables on the Grateful Dead

• Our columnists continue from last time:  
Anne Redlich, Russell von Olhausen, 
Stormie Daniels, Brenda Smith, and 
Anne Sundell

• And for our Interviewee, we are pleased 
to present new OPA member, Astro-scholar 
and publisher, Jenn Zarht.

Take your time and savor the goods 
in this highly relatable Equinox issue of 
The Career Astrologer.

R
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Transits Transits 
of the of the 
SeasonSeason

Libra Equinox – Restoring the bal-
ance (September 22)

We welcome the Libra Equinox! As the 
Sun travels into this Air sign on the 22nd 
of September, we are now officially in the 
last quarter of the year. The Equinox sig-
nifies that the day equals the night as the 
Sun crosses the celestial equator. Where 
I live in Scandinavia, the Libra Equinox is 
the beginning of autumn, the beginning 
of darkness. We will see less and less light 
each day, leading up to the depth of the 
winter Solstice. 

In medieval astrology, Libra was asso-
ciated with trading and business, and this 
sign is known as the master of negotia-
tion. The ruler of Libra, Venus will be in 
the sign of Scorpio, opposing Uranus in 
Taurus. We can expect a need to elevate 
our value and currency. This may be a time 
to renegotiate our relationships because of 
a need for MORE!

Five planets are transiting the Air signs 
during the course of October, so there 

Mercury retrograding in Libra  
and squaring Pluto (September 27 
– October 18) 
Sharp tongue diplomacy

Mercury in Libra becomes stationary 
on the 27 of September, preparing for its 
retrograde cycle. When the messenger ret-
rogrades in this Air sign, we learn about new 
ways of relating. Because there are five more 
retrograding planets (and Chiron) at the 
same time, it may give the impression that 
we need to reflect on our lives, our choices, 
before moving forward. We may bite our 
tongue more than usual. Decision making 
is not the easiest thing to accomplish at 
this time, and it might be best to put aside 
important decisions for later. Particularly 
with the air signs, there´s a need to consid-
er all the different perspectives on issues 
before making final decisions. 

Simultaneously, Mercury will be 
squaring Pluto while he stations to turn 
direct (October 7). This aspect describes 
a very sharp and perhaps confrontational 
manner of expressing our thoughts. With 

September 22 
to December 20, 

2021

BY ANNE SUNDELL

might be a lot of mental activity and inner 
dialogue taking place, the birth of ideas 
that have not yet manifested. As AIR brings 
a need for more objectivity and consid-
eration of other people, we might find 
ourselves more interested in rebalancing 
our social life.  

New Moon in Libra conjunct Mars 
– 13 degrees Libra (October 6) 

The New Moon in Libra on the 6th of 
October will conjoin energetic and defiant 
Mars at 13 degrees Libra. Strong feel-
ings may accompany this New Moon, but 
these feelings may also be more difficult to 
express in a direct or clear manner. 

We may feel emotionally-charged —
whether passionate or upset — yet because 
Mars in its detriment in Libra is compro-
mised and potentially more passive, we may 
suppress anger or overt affection, which can 
then lead to miscommunication and mis-
understandings. It´s recommended to try to 
direct the New Moon energy by examining 
these emotions and finding balance. 

The degree of this New Moon is 13°24 
Libra and the  Sabian Symbol is “Children 
Blowing Soap Bubbles” —a creative ener-
gy visualizing what´s to come. With a New 
Moon, we have the opportunity to start 
fresh and set new goals. What would we like 
to further achieve in our close relationships? 

The Sun/Mars conjunction will 
later be joined by Mercury Retrograde 
at 16 Libra (Oct 9). These are impactful 
moments where we need to strategize and 
make decisions that can alter our course.

In medieval astrology, 
Libra was associated 

with trading and  
business, and this sign 

is known as the master 
of negotiation
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Sagittarius, amplifying strong emotions. 
This triple conjunction can make us prone 
to compulsive actions relating to Venusian 
themes. Planets on the South Node may 
bring some karmic themes to surface – is 
there an unfinished business with past rela-
tionships? 

Venus in Sagittarius invites us to 
better understand the meanings for our 
relationships. We seek growth and devel-
opment through relationships and this 
dynamic can compel us to ask deeper ques-
tions. We may also meet friends or new 
partners from different cultures, expanding 
our horizons.

At 13 Sagittarius, Venus will reach its 
maximum distance (elongation) from the 
Sun (47 degrees distance) on October 19 
– You can see her during this whole time as 
an incredibly bright light setting after the 
Sun early evening.

New Moon in Scorpio oppos-
ing Uranus – 12 Scorpio/Taurus 
(November 4) 

This New Moon will likely prompt us to 
examine our deepest feelings. Uranus (rules 
the higher mind) contrasted with the New 
Moon in Scorpio (deep emotional intro-
spection) can reflect a need to evolve our 
emotions, and learn better ways to manage 
our pains and passions. This may be a time 
when we have deep realizations and under-
standing about our relationships – learn-
ing to detach (Uranus) and re-attach in a 
healthier way (New Moon in Scorpio).

Since 2018 Uranus has been transit-
ing the Taurus, representing sustainability, 
resources, and the need for stability, we 
have witnessed a need for progress and 
development in these areas; for example, 
the rise of crypto currencies and new eco-
nomic systems,  and the need to change 
the way we use resources as a whole.

The Sabian symbol for this New Moon 
at 12°40 Scorpio, is “An inventor performs 
a laboratory experiment.” This is  a 
good time to set sail for new destinations, 
discovering new solutions to old problems. 
With Scorpio we need to go deep into 

the power of the word at our disposal at 
this transit point, let’s use it wisely. With the 
outer planets , the retrograde cycles last lon-
ger (5 months for Pluto);  therefore, during 
the time of the retrograding phase, change 
in direction can activate issues that have 
been latent. Pluto initially turned retrograde 
at the end of April 2021. Examine if themes 
from that period are resurfacing now.

Venus moving into Sagittarius 
(October 7 – November 5)
Freedom IN Relationships

On the October 7, Venus will ingress 
into the freedom-loving sign Sagittarius. 
Our need for affection may be combined 
with some need for adventure. Can we do 
that? By October 9, Venus will conjunct 
both South Node and the Moon early in 

Uranus (rules the  
higher mind)  

contrasted with the 
New Moon in Scorpio 

(deep emotional  
introspection) can  
reflect a need to 

evolve our emotions.
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Transits of the SeasonTransits of the Season
the root of issues, but Uranus challenges 
us to think out of the box. Listen  to your 
intuition! 

Partial Lunar Eclipse at 27 Taurus 
(November 19)
Saros Cycle 126
Seeking stability 

This is the first eclipse during this peri-
od, shifting from the Sagittarius/Gemini 
axis to Taurus/Scorpio. 

Nodal placements are the indicators 
of eclipses. They have an 18 years and 7 
months cycle. So, eclipses will also have an 
18- to 19-year recurrence. 19 years ago, 
the same eclipse degree occurred on 
November 19, 2002. Can you recall if there 
is any theme related to that time that may 
resurface now?

Last time the nodal axis was in Taurus 
and Scorpio were the years 2002-2004. 
During that time, we had the SARS outbreak 
(November 2002) and the economy was still 
affected by the crisis of 9/11.  

In January 2022, the Nodal Axis will 
shift to Taurus (North Node) Scorpio (South 
Node), and all eclipses will for the next 18 
months take place on this axis. These signs 
are teaching us about restoring balance after 
a period of turmoil. Astrology author Martin 
Schulman thought that these nodes repre-
sent some of the most challenging karmic 
lessons, teaching us how to move forward, 
and not look back, as we reach for the stabil-
ity and harmony Taurus has to offer

Total Solar Eclipse at 12 
Sagittarius (December 4)
The last eclipse on the Sagittarius/
Gemini axis. 
Saros Cycle 152

Eclipses of the Sun may bring more 
concrete external changes than lunar ones. 
Historically, they were commonly viewed as 
frightening omens, but today we see that 
these alignments can astrologically work 
as portals highlighting parts of the chart 
that are important for our development. 
See in which house this eclipse will be in 
your birth chart, and reflect on the themes 
that began during the 2020 eclipses in 
Gemini/Sagittarius. This last eclipse con-
cludes issues that you started to work on 
back then. With Sagittarius, we may expect 
events that affect religious affairs, travel, 
and international relations.

Venus retrograding in Capricorn 
(December 20th) 
The Power of Commitment in 
Relationships

Just ahead of the new year,  Venus turns 
retrograde at 26 degrees Capricorn, right 
next to Pluto. The last time she was retro-
grade in the sign of Capricorn was in 2013. 
Each retrograde occurs every 18 months, 
and each a whole Venus cycle takes 8 years.

When Venus is retrograde, we have 
the opportunity to dive deeper and reflect 
on our values, priorities, and relationships. 
Capricorn is often seen as a  materialistic 
sign, — strategic and collectively-oriented. 
This period can help us direct our focus on 
balancing our need for affection and love 
with a sense of duty, commitment, and 
professional development. Assess if there is 
something that needs realignment between 
love and career. These might not always be 
the most comfortable questions, but this 
transit is an excellent time to work on these 
issues. It is helpful to notice in which house 
the retrograding Venus is in your chart. 

During the retrograde period, we may 
also stumble over previous acquaintances or 
ex-lovers. About eight percent of the world’s 
population have Venus retrograding in their 
natal chart, making that an even smaller per-
centage than with Venus in Capricorn. 

On Christmas eve, December 24, 
she will make an exact conjunction with 
Pluto. Venus connections to Pluto are 
often seen as power struggles, especially 
around love and money issues. We will fur-
ther explore this dynamic in the upcoming 
December Solstice edition of the magazine. 
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A
s we head into the Libra/
Scorpio months of the year, 
our hearts and minds may 

turn to the topic of relationships, 
where astrology can be our truest, 
soul centered guide. In our OPA 
Live panel for the Fall Equinox, four 
expert astrologers share their rela-
tionship astrology wisdom with 
you, illuminating soul connection, 

Introduction  
to  

OPA LIVE 
  by Kay Taylor

OPA LIVE OPA LIVE SPECIAL

the path of personal growth, lunar 
influences and the role of Venus. Far 
beyond the simplicity of Sun sign 
compatibility, you learn more about 
how our own inner needs, strengths 
and challenges ultimately tell our 
relationship story. Love and intima-
cy begin within.

R

   

FOUR ASTROLOGERS DISCUSS 

BEYOND THE SUN 
LOVE & INTIMACY
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OPA LIVE OPA LIVE SPECIAL

APRIL ELLIOTT KENT        
MARGARET GRAY     
YVONNE SMITH TARNAS   
NĀTHAN NAICKER  
 STORMIE GRACE               PHILIP GRAVES                 KAY TAYLOR            LAURA NALBANDIAN                  

met my mother at the Last Quarter Moon, 
and that’s a moment in each monthly lunar 
cycle when you’re like a pregnant woman 
in the throes of labor. You’re faced with 
something scary and painful, and you don’t 
want to go through with it, but you also 
don’t want to be pregnant for the rest of 
your life. Starting life in a phase like that 
says you don’t necessarily expect life or 
relationships to be easy. But you think that 
if at least you show up quickly and don’t 
cause a lot of fuss, the story can still have a 
happy ending.

We all have a birth story, and part 
of it, I believe, can be found in the lunar 
phase at your birth. In many ways, it’s the 
first love story of your life. The relationship 
between the Sun and Moon at your birth 
— the lunar phase — tells us how you are 
wired for the give and take of human rela-
tionships. I believe it gives a sense of your 
expectations in relationships, and about 
the sorts of people you’re happiest hanging 
around with.

And which people are those? In this 
article, we’ll look at the four lunar phase 
quadrants and what they have to say about 
compatibility. 

Now, you may wonder how any 
self-respecting astrologer could even think 
of discussing relationships while essentially 
ignoring Venus and Mars. Aren’t those two 
where all the action is? 

Well, I mean — of course they’re 
important, but they’re not where ALL the 
action is. Venus and Mars tell a story of 
passion and desire. They tell us what you 
want and how you get it. In a romantic 
relationship, they’re the ecstasy of sexual 
attraction, the narcotic effect of hormones 
leaping to attention in another’s presence. 
They are nature’s way of getting us inter-
ested in and involved with others. One is 
tempted to say they represent nature’s way 
of perpetuating the species, but of course, 
that’s not their only role; it’s evolution-
arily valuable for humans to be sociable 
and form networks of mutual interest 
– a good role for Venus; we like people 
because they make us feel good. And it’s 
useful, too, to be able to work together, 

I was born with the Sun in Leo and the 
Moon in Gemini, so naturally, I’ve got to 
start out by telling you a story. 

It begins on a hot, sweaty Saturday 
afternoon in August 1961. Dee was 8 ½ 
months pregnant. At the age of 27, she’d 
already had three children and hadn’t 
wanted another; after this one was born, 
she told her friend Helen, she was defi-
nitely going on the Pill. Just a couple more 
weeks of waddling around in this swampy 
Southern Indiana summer, and that would 
be it for her, pregnancy-wise. 

But there were some things they 
needed for the coming baby, so she and 
her husband went into town to do some 
errands. A little after 1:00, as she stood 
there looking at receiving blankets in the 
middle of Tressler’s five and dime on Main 
Street, her water broke. “Bud!” she cried, 
and her husband tore himself away from 
a display of motor oil and hustled her out 
to the car. They tore off toward the nearest 
hospital at high speed, bumping along 
12 miles of gravel road while she hollered 
at him to slow down and he hollered 
back that he knew what he was doing, 
thank you, and did she want to have this 
baby right there in the front seat of an 
Oldsmobile? 

Well, they barely made it to St. Mary’s 
hospital and got Dee into a hospital gown 
before the baby was coming. “You’re lucky 
you’ve done this before,” a nurse told her, 
but lucky was the least of what Dee felt at 
that moment. She felt like she’d rather be 
anywhere else on earth, doing anything 

else, than here, having this damn baby. 
One last push and she heard the cry, and 
the doctor told her that it was a girl – and 
somehow, she thought to look at the clock 
on the wall. It read 3:01. A little nun whose 
name Dee didn’t catch bundled up the 
wriggling infant and handed it to her. And 
as Dee would later say to an interested 
party, “I hadn’t wanted another baby, but I 
fell in the love the minute I saw you.”

And that, kids, is how I met my mother.
Your relationship with the woman who 

gave birth to you was the first relationship 
you ever had. It set up your expectations 
about every interaction going forward. I 

The Natal Lunar 
Phase and 

Compatibility
by April Elliott Kent

The relationship  
between the Sun and 
Moon at your birth — 
the lunar phase — tells 
us how you are wired 
for the give and take  

of human relationships. 
 I believe it gives  
a sense of your  
expectations in  

relationships, and 
about the sorts of 

people you’re happiest 
hanging around with.

BEYOND THE SUN 
LOVE & INTIMACY
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VIVideos of OPA live presentations are available

to build a society and to protect it, which is 
at least part of the story of Mars. 

But to say Venus and Mars are the 
entire story of a relationship will bring a 
smile to the face of anyone who’s sustained 
a partnership over many years. Because 
after, say, 25 years with someone, you will 
hopefully still find them attractive and fun 
to spend time with. But you’re not going to 
faint with desire every time they walk into 
the room. 

And that’s where the Sun and Moon 
come in. When the hormonal tidal wave 
of Venus and Mars recedes, the Sun and 
Moon are the relationship that’s left on 
the shore. And that, I believe, has every-
thing to do with where you started out 
and your relationship with Mom and Dad, 
the dazzling luminaries of your tiny world, 
and the relationship they modeled for you. 
These early relationships provide context 
to understanding your basic orientation 
toward the world, yourself, and others. 

The lunar cycle shows a relationship 
between the Sun and Moon. In real time, it 
spans 29.5 days. Every 3.5 days, it enters a 
new phase. 

The first half of the lunar month, 
between New and Full moons, is the 
waxing hemicycle, as the Moon is grad-
ually increasing in light in the night sky. 

(Remember it this way: when you wax some-
thing, it gets brighter.) The phases during 
this part of the cycle are New Moon, waxing 
Crescent, First Quarter, and Gibbous. 

The second half of the lunar month, 
between the Full Moon and the next New 
Moon, is the waning hemicycle – this is 
when the Moon is gradually decreasing 
in light. The phases during this hemicycle 
are the Full Moon, the Waning Gibbous or 
Disseminating Moon, the Last Quarter, and 
the Waning Crescent or Balsamic Moon.

We can interpret the waxing Moon 
as a symbol of moving from subjectivi-
ty toward greater consciousness and 
objectivity.  In the waxing hemicycle, the 
emphasis is on action – learning by doing 
– as it is in the first half of life, from birth to 
middle age. 

In the waning phases, as in the second 
half of life, the emphasis is on learning from 
past experience and gaining understand-
ing through reflection and life experience. 
In these phases, there’s a keener than usual 
awareness of the temporal nature of life.

Now, it’s not quite as cut and dried 
as that. Obviously, folks born during the 
waxing period can be reflective, too. But by 
nature, they tend to be doers. And waning 
cycle folks can by-God get stuff done, for 
sure; but they like to examine why they’re 
doing it.

The Natal Lunar Phase and  
the Zombie Apocalypse

A cousin of mine with a bit of a dour 
spirit and a pessimistic view of my charac-
ter once compared me unfavorably to my 
sister, who was born at a waxing phase, 
while I was born at a waning phase. He 
reckoned that in the event of a nuclear 
attack or a zombie apocalypse, my sister 
would survive just fine, while I would be 
eaten by survivors. And while it wasn’t 
entirely kind of him to put it that way, I sus-
pect he was right. If you look at pictures of 
us when we were kids, my sister is always 
staring straight at the camera with a big 
smile, totally present in the moment. On 
the other hand, I’m invariably staring up 
into space as though waiting for the moth-
er ship to land. I’m focusing on the last 
moment, or the next moment. And while I 
do, the zombies are gaining on me!

It’s a basic orientation toward the 
world that’s the difference, really, between 
waxing and waning folks. I have friends 
and family in both camps. But when I go 
through the charts of the people with 
whom I’m very close – who felt like my kin 
from the moment we met – they are over-
whelmingly from my own, waning, lunar 
hemicycle tribe. 

If you go to my New Moon sister’s 
house for a gathering, you’ll find people 
playing cards or pool or video games. They 
are engaged in activities together. In fact, 
this is what happens for most of us in the 
first half of life —we make friends through 
shared activities.

But if you come to my house, what 
you’ll see is a bunch of people sitting 
around the fire and telling stories, or jokes, 

Obviously, folks born 
during the waxing  

period can be  
reflective, too. But 

by nature, they tend 
to be doers. And 

waning cycle folks 
can by-God get stuff 

done, for sure; but 
they like to examine 

why they’re doing it.
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making music, and eating food and drink-
ing wine. We are reminiscing about the 
past or imagining the future. We are mak-
ing sense of the world.

And so, we’re at home with those who 
share our waxing or waning orientation. 
But they’re not our only tribe.

Darkness and Light
The waxing and waning of the Moon 

are analogous to the halves of the horo-
scope that lie above and below the 
horizon, in the northern and southern 
hemispheres of the chart. When we first 
waded into beginning astrology, we learned 
that a planetary emphasis in one of these 
hemispheres indicates an inward, private, 
subjective focus as opposed to an objective 
and external focus. 

We also learned that there was a dif-
ference between having more planets on 
the eastern or left side of the chart vs. the 
western or right side. That one was always 
a little harder for me to understand.

It was reading Steven Forrest’s excel-
lent Book of the Moon (Seven Paws Press, 
2013) that helped bring this into focus 
for me. The hemisphere between Last 
Quarter and First Quarter, like the eastern 
side of the chart, has its reference point in 
darkness; we’re either moving into the dark 
(New Moon) or away from it, but darkness 
is the reference point. And the hemisphere 
between First Quarter and Last Quarter, 
like the right side of the chart, has bright-
ness (Full Moon) as its reference point. 

If you’re born between the Last 
Quarter and the New Moon, you’re in 
a phase where the nighttime Moon is 
moving away from full light and toward 
maximum darkness. You are attuned to the 
solitary, contemplative journey of a soldier 
returning home from battle. And if you’re 
born between the New Moon and the 
First Quarter, moving away from the dark, 
you are the soldier leaving for battle in the 
hour before dawn, as the sky grows slowly, 
almost imperceptibly lighter.

 If you’re born in the hemicycle from 
First Quarter to Full Moon, you’re moving 
toward maximum light. From Full Moon to 
Last Quarter, the full light is behind you, 
but your path is still fully illuminated. In 
both of these quadrants, you are attuned to 
engagement with the world. 

Just as you have kinship with those 
who share your waxing or waning orien-
tation, so, too, you are drawn to those 

who share this orientation toward dark 
or light. Last Quarter and Balsamic peo-
ple are of the same tribe with fellow wan-
ing Full and Disseminating people – but 
they also kind of understand where New 
Moon and Crescent folks are coming from.  
Because the four of them share a certain 
love of solitude that Full and Disseminating 
folks may not.

First Quarter and Gibbous do have an 
ease with fellow, waxing, New and Crescent 
folks, but they also have something in com-
mon with Full and Disseminating brethren: 
an interest in observing others and an 
intrinsically other-oriented disposition. Even 
if other features in their birth charts point 
to a more solitary nature, that quality of 
other-orientation will manifest itself. One 
of my best Disseminating Moon friends, as 
well as my Full Moon husband, have the 
Sun in the 4th house of their charts; they are 
just this side of being hermits. But my friend 
is a writer with a rare flare for communicat-
ing with others so that they feel like she is 
their best friend. And my Full Moon-born 
husband loves to have people around; he 
plans parties and then sits off in the corner 
to observe, a Full Moon peeking out of his 
little 4th house cave!

Birds of a feather
And that brings us, rather belatedly, to 

an important point: that the lunar phase is 
only a part of a complex whole. There are 

lots and lots of features in your birth chart 
that describe who you are and what you 
want from other people. In relationship, 
this means that some of us are drawn to 
friends or partners who challenge us. And 
some of us are happier when we spend 
time with people who see the world pretty 
much as we do.

But in general, birds of a waxing or 
waning feather, or of a bright and dark 
feather, tend to flock together. We share a 
basic orientation toward the world. We are 
comfortable with one another. We feel these 
people “get” us. This means you have a tribal 
kinship with those born under all but two 
lunar phases — those in the quadrant oppo-
site your own. Those phases do not share 
either hemicycle in common with you. 

The phases of the First Quadrant, the 
New and Crescent Moon, are coming from a 
different place than the Third Quadrant — 
Full and Disseminating. They share neither 
hemicycle in common.

You have a tribal  
kinship with those 
born under all but  

two lunar phases — 
those in the quadrant 

opposite your own.

OPA LIVE OPA LIVE SPECIAL BEYOND THE SUN LOVE & INTIMACY
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Without these relationships, we 
wouldn’t exist. Your parents, their parents 
and grandparents, and all the way back for 
hundreds of years. Look back far enough 
and we’re all connected, sitting around a 
giant campfire together. 

The lunar phase at your birth is like a 
torch lit from that campfire, from a very old 
flame. It puts out just enough light to show 
your path. It might burn as bright as a Full 
Moon, or smolder just hot enough to keep 
it burning, but not so much that it obscures 
your view of the stars. And however it burns, 
it’s a beacon that lights the path to your 
door, so that precisely the right friends and 
partners find their way to you. Keep the light 
burning, and trust that love is on its way.

This is abridged from a lecture I present-
ed at UAC 2018, “How I Met My Mother: The 
Natal Lunar Phase in Relationship.”

April Elliott Kent has practiced astrology pro-
fessionally since 1990. She’s the author of three 
books, including Astrological Transits and The 
Essential Guide to Practical Astrology, which has 
been named to best-of lists by Oprah Magazine, 
New York Magazine, and Business Insider. April 
served on the AFAN Steering committee, is past 
president of the San Diego Astrological Society, 
and is a member of ISAR, OPA, and NCGR. She’s a 
popular lecturer at conferences and for local astrol-
ogy groups. April lives with her husband and two 
rowdy cats in San Diego. You can learn more about 
her work at https://www.bigskyastrology.com 
and subscribe to her weekly Big Sky Astrology pod-
cast wherever you listen to podcasts.

Likewise, for the Fourth Quadrant, 
Last Quarter and Balsamic,  the Second 
Quadrant folks — First Quarter and 
Gibbous — are hard to grasp.

Don’t take this to mean that you won’t 
or can’t have relationships with people 
born during these phases. You will almost 
certainly find yourself thrown amongst 
them in your family or at work, especially, 
where we have a lot less say over who we 
spend time with. You may be incredibly 
close to them. You may also be compet-
itors, rivals; this is especially true of the 
phase opposite yours: New vs. Full Moon, 
Crescent vs. Disseminating, First and Last 
Quarters, Gibbous vs. Balsamic. Like peo-
ple born with the Sun Sign opposite yours, 
relationships with those born under the 
opposite lunar phase can be some of the 
most magnetic, intense, and occasionally 
fractious relationships of your life. You see 
each other clearly — and that has its pluses 
and minuses.

So, in summary:
Venus and Mars speak of passion, 

interest, pleasure, and the excitement that 
keeps us interested in another. But the Sun 
and Moon represent something deeper, 
more fundamental about our needs and 
expectations, and how that impacts our 
interactions with other.

Generally, you share sympathetic 
understanding with those born in the same 
hemi-cycle that you were — either a wax-
ing or waning, or light or dark oriented.

Those born in the phase opposite 
yours are like an opposite Sun sign – you 
are either very close or mortal enemies, 
with little in-between.

Relationship astrology is a field that’s 
rich and infinitely vast. After three decades 
in practice, I’m finding myself attracted 
these days to the most basic of tools. 
Nothing is more fundamental than the 
lunar phases - astrology that you can easily 
view from your back stoop each evening.

But I do find that whenever I wade 
into the lunar phases, I get a little lost. The 
Moon represents something so deep and 
unconscious that it can be hard to put 
into words. In that way, it’s like the bond 
between a mother and her child — word-
less, profound, and connecting us to an 
entire lineage of relationships. R

Those born in the  
phase opposite yours 

are like an opposite Sun 
sign — you are either 
very close or mortal  
enemies, with little 

in-between.
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9. Mars and Aspects – Sexual energy 
and Conflict Resolution 

10. The Nodes 
11. Transits and Progressions

 
1. Missing Elements

We are naturally inclined to find ways 
to balance out low or missing elements in 
our chart; being attracted to individuals 
who fill in the gaps of our elemental bal-
ance is a common way of actualizing the 
balance. Ideally, we learn how to inhabit 
the missing element through our relation-
ship with them, rather than expecting them 
to live the element out for us. Sometimes 
the composite chart of the relationship 
provides an element that is missing in 
both individual charts, or the couple cre-
ate it through sharing children or projects 
together. Note that the chart of Ben Affleck 
only has Mars in Earth, so he is likely to 
seek a relationship that offers this earth 
grounding function in some capacity, or 
where the composite chart brings earth 
into his life.

2. Mercury – communication
The old cliché that ‘my partner doesn’t 

hear me or listen to me’ is one of the most 
common issues that brings couples to 
relationship readings and couples therapy. 
The more each individual understands the 
needs of their own natal Mercury by sign 
and aspect, including ways they expe-
rienced natal Mercury in their growing 
years, the easier it is to let their loved ones 
know what their communication style is. 
This helps both individuals realize that they 
may have a very different way of communi-
cating, which is the first step to creating a 
bridge between them. 

The only aspect to Ben Affleck’s 
Mercury in Leo in the 2nd, is a square to 
natal Moon in Scorpio in the 5th. I would 
love to know how connected he is with his 
deeper emotions, as this could help him 
communicate in profound and heartfelt 
ways with people he trusts. His intuitive 
ability is likely to be very perceptive in a 
relationship, and in turn requires honesty 
to build a trusting connection. I’d also like 
to know whether he felt heard by the key 
adults in his life in his early years. 

3. The Moon – emotions and  
attachment issues

Not feeling emotionally understood is 
one of the deepest challenges in relation-
ships and a fundamental one to address. 
With little education in emotional well-

O ne of the most common questions 
clients ask us as astrologers is ‘who 
is my ideal partner’. This question 

inherently moves the focus away from the 
self, onto another person, and the task 
becomes all about finding that other per-
son. It resonates with the Hollywood fantasy 
that there is someone out there we need to 
find, who is perfect for each of us and who 
will somehow complete us. By moving our 
attention to something and someone out-
side of ourselves, it also leaves us more open 
later to losing ourselves in relationships, as 
the focus was external, rather than internal. 

This question rarely includes any 
mention of love, although for many this 
is the key issue. Yet, unless we address it 
as astrologers, it can often remain hidden. 
It’s almost as if it is embarrassing to want to 
experience love. We seem to fear that it may 
point to some lack within us, because it’s 
based on the assumption that love is some-
thing outside of us that we have to earn, 
rather than something within us that we 
can easily ignite and grow, with or without 
an intimate relationship. 

When asked the above question, my 
first task, as a relationship astrologer and 
psychotherapist, is to bring the focus back 
to the client themselves and to their indi-

vidual chart, as this underpins everything, 
including relationships. One of the many 
beautiful things about our chart is that it 
clearly informs us of what we are likely to 
seek in relationships and why. Chart read-
ings often remind me of rubbing a pencil 
on tracing paper over a coin as a child. 
Gradually, as if by magic the picture of the 
coin emerges! 

The client, of course, is always the 
expert on themselves, and our explorations 
together about their chart and their life can 
inform us of areas of their chart that may 
yet be unconscious, unclear, repressed or 
suppressed — often because of experienc-
es in their early life. Adult relationships are 
often the learning arena for these parts of 
the chart. What we are really helping them 
explore is what their experience of love 
has been and how this might have affected 
their ability and willingness to be open to 
love within themselves right now. 

So, let’s look at some of the key con-
siderations in a client’s chart to help them 
get a clearer understanding of what they 
need to experience a loving relationship, 
using the chart of actor Ben Affleck as an 
example.  

1. Missing Elements 
2. Mercury – Communication
3. The Moon – Emotions and 

Attachment issues
4. The Sun – Separation and 

Individuation 
5. Descendant and the 7th house – 

Planets and Rulers
6. 8th House – Less accessible plane-

tary energies 
7. Saturn and Chiron – Complexes, 

Fears and Wounds 
8. Venus and Aspects – What we Value 

and find Attractive 

What – Rather than Who!   
Exploring your needs  

in Intimate  
Love Relationships 

by Margaret Gray, MSW. 
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being in school and growing up, it’s not 
surprising that many don’t have a full grasp 
of their emotional needs and challenges. 
Helping clients understand the meaning of 
their natal Moon by sign, house and aspect, 
invites a deeper understanding of their 
emotional needs and wants, as well as the 
challenges they faced early in life. 

Progressions to the natal Moon, includ-
ing converse progressions, help to build a 
picture of the individual’s early emotional 
experiences of attachment, which inevita-
bly get recreated in adult relationships in 
the hope of healing childhood hurts. The 
more awareness the client has of their lunar 
emotional needs, the easier it is for them to 

Ben’s journey to find 
himself is tied to a 

need to be of  
service (Sun in Leo in 

the 3rd conjunct Mars 
in Virgo) and is likely to 
be expressed through 

work that involves 
learning and travel. 
(Sun trine Jupiter in 

Sag. in the 6th).  

VIVideos of OPA live presentations are available

self-soothe and nurture themselves, as well 
as express their lunar needs in relationships. 
It also makes it more likely that they will 
choose to be in a relationship with some-
one whose Moon reverberates with their 
Moon. Moons in Fire and Air, and Moons 
in Earth and Water tend to get on more 
easily, as the elements have some similar 
qualities and needs. 

Ben’s Moon in Scorpio in the 5th 
describes a deep emotional sensitivity and 
an intense connection with his primary 
caretaker. The trine to Venus in Cancer on 
the Ascendant suggests a creative nature 
that enjoys the nurturing aspects of rela-
tionships, as well as requiring passion, 
depth, and emotional empathy. Loyalty is 
likely to be very important for him to devel-
op and maintain trust in relationships. 

4. The Sun – separation and  
individuation 

Much of Carl Jung’s work was focused 
on our lifelong task of separating and indi-
viduating from our family of origin in order 
to fully inhabit and expand the light of the 
Sun in our chart. An unwillingness or inabil-
ity to individuate traps us in the infantilized 
role of dependent child seeking a parental 
figure, rather than as an equal partner in 
adult relationships. Focusing on the position 
and aspect of the individual’s Sun in their 
chart, we can help clients connect with their 

inner sense of self, so that their choice of 
partner is based on mutual sharing, rather 
than seeking to fill a narcissistic gap. 

Ben’s journey to find himself is tied to 
a need to be of service (Sun in Leo in the 
3rd conjunct Mars in Virgo), and is likely to 
be expressed through work that involves 
learning and travel (Sun trine Jupiter in Sag. 
in the 6th). Ultimately, it’s also the jour-
ney of a healer (trine Chiron in Aries in the 
10th), which inevitably involves self-heal-
ing. In exploring Ben’s chart with him, I 
would ask about his relationship with the 
parental figures in his life – did he experi-
ence one or more of them as wounded? If 
so, has this early conditioning impacted his 
choice of relationships? Does he struggle 
with his own sense of inner power at times? 
Does he feel that his vulnerabilities are 
exposed through his public persona, mak-
ing the limelight challenging? 

5. Descendant, and the 7th house 
The sign on the Descendant, as well 

as the ruler and planets in the 7th house, 
describe the qualities clients seek to have 
mirrored back to them in close relationships. 
It also describes the flavor of their prior 
experiences of relationships growing up

Looking at Ben’s chart, the Capricorn 
Descendant mirror describes a need for 
structure, boundaries, and strong foun-
dations in relationships. This dynamic is 
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reinforced by the North Node in Capricorn 
in the 7th. The ruler, Saturn in Gemini in the 
12th, suggests that he may struggle to feel 
understood or heard in relationships, and 
that these issues go back into his ancestry. 
The more we work with Saturn, the more 
skilled we become, although it may never 
feel easy! 

6. 8th house – less accessible plane-
tary energies 

The sign on the cusp and ruler, as well 
as the planets in the 8th house describe 
energies that are likely to surface uncon-
sciously in intimate relationships if we 
are not aware of them. They often repre-
sent issues in our family of origin that we 
choose to reclaim in a new way. The more 
we can help clients become consciously 
aware of these energies, the less likely they 
are to experience them in an unhelpful way 
in their relationships. 

With Saturn being the ruler of the 8th 
house in Ben’s chart, the 7th House issues 
mentioned above apply to the realm of 
sexual intimacy. 

7. Saturn and Chiron – complexes, 
fears, and wounds 

Unknowingly, we often seek Saturn and 
Chiron synastry intra aspects, particularly 
to natal Sun, Moon, and Venus. With Saturn 
being the holder of our internal complexes 
and inadequacies, it’s not surprising that 
relationships can offer an opportunity to 
work on these inner blocks and fears. The 
more conscious clients are of what these 
energies represent in their chart, the easier 
it is to work on them and avoid projecting 
them onto the people in their lives, blaming 
them for their discomfort and pain. 

Chiron represents stuck and somewhat 
hurt energies that can feel like a wound 
that never quite fully heals. Someone else’s 
Moon, Mercury, or Venus landing on this 
sore spot can feel like a soothing balm if 
the owner of these planets expresses them 
in an emotionally empathic manner.

Ben’s Saturn and Chiron sextile each 
other, describing an intrinsic connection 
between his potential role as a healer in 
the world and his Saturnian complexes. 
Both of these are tied to parental and 
ancestral issues to do with being heard and 
courageously expressing his individuality. 
(Saturn in Gemini trines Uranus and is sex-
tile Chiron in Aries; Chiron trines natal Sun 
and opposes Uranus). They are vulnerable 

parts of his chart, which important rela-
tionships are likely to trigger.  

8. Venus and aspects – what we 
value and find attractive

It’s easy to underestimate the impor-
tance of knowing what we find attractive 
in someone else and how this is connected 
to our values, including our self-valuation. 
Understanding Venus in their chart enables 
clients to draw in more of what and 
who they value, as well as people who 
value them. 

Ben’s Venus in Cancer is conjunct his 
Ascendant and trines Moon in Scorpio. His 
concept of beauty is strongly connected to 
creativity, nurturing, and family. As it’s 1° 
from his Ascendant, there is likely to be a 

strong need to express his values in life, and 
in his relationships. I would ask him about 
his relationship with his mother and wheth-
er he ever felt placed in the role of emotion-
al support in place of her husband?

9. Mars and aspects – sexual energy 
and conflict resolution  

Being aware of the degree of connec-
tion, or not, to the Mars energy in their 
chart, informs clients of how open they are 
to sexual connection within themselves 
and with others. It also describes what this 
might look like, as well as how they are 
most likely to deal with conflict. 

Ben’s Mars in Virgo conjunct his Sun, 
suggests a need to be of service through 
self-expression. The square from Neptune 
suggests a spiritual component to his 
drive, and the trine to Jupiter describes 
the importance of his desire for freedom, 
travel, and learning in his work! He most 
probably needs time to process conflict, 
and truth is likely to be key in his ability to 
connect with others.  

10. The Nodes 
Much as we are often drawn to indi-

viduals who feel familiar and comfortable 
through a connection to our South Node, 
these connections do not provide the same 
growth as people who pull us into our 
North Node, through synastry contacts. 

Ben’s Nodes in Cancer/Capricorn 
1st/7th House, encourage him to move 
from a past life where emotions and being 
nurtured took priority, to one where facts 
matter, and where he is invited to own his 
sense of inner authority in relationships. 
With a quincunx to the Sun from his North 
Node, his sense of identity is tied in with his 
ability to set clear foundations and bound-
aries in relationships. The sextile/trine from 
Pluto describes the need for equality in rela-
tionships and to integrate power issues in a 
different way than he probably experienced 
growing up.  

11. Transits and Progressions
Never underestimate the importance 

of transits and progressions in affecting 
what clients are seeking in relationships, 
particularly when they land on their 5, 7th 
or 8th houses of relationship. Although 
both are essentially internal changes 
occurring within the individual, some 
transits, particularly from the transper-
sonal planets, feel too powerful to not be 
expressed externally, changing the lenses 
through which the individual seeks and 
experiences relationships. 

Progressions create a temporary inner 
change that often attract an external mirror 
– particularly through relationships. This can 
often be seen when the Sun or Moon prog-
ress into a new sign, or into a relationship 
house. Intra-synastry aspects with some-
one whose planets overlap with the other 
person’s progressed planets often lock into 
place. This is a temporary planetary connec-
tion however, unless there are other strong 
intra-aspects between the charts. 

It appears from the media that Ben 
Affleck and Jennifer Lopez reconnected in 
early May 2021. His most prominent transit 
at the time was Neptune transiting his MC, 
and quincunx natal Sun. This most likely 
describes his sense of identity going through 
a process of dissolution, where fantasy and 
reality may not be easy to separate. It’s often 
a time of heightened creativity and spirituali-
ty. It can be somewhat challenging for addic-
tions in the absence of a spiritual component 
to the individual’s life. 

Tr. Chiron trines natal Mercury sug-
gesting the potential to heal childhood 

Ben’s Venus in Cancer 
 is conjunct his 

Ascendant and trines 
Moon in Scorpio.  

His concept of beauty 
is strongly connected 

to creativity,  
nurturing, and family.
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VIVideos of OPA live presentations are available

unresolved issues around communication 
and siblings. However, the initial stage may 
involve old wounds surfacing. 

Natal Mercury is also caught in the Tr. 
Uranus/Saturn square that is prevalent in 
2021. This transit activity marks a likely chal-
lenge to his thinking patterns and can spur 
him on to create new ways of communicat-
ing. However, it may initially be somewhat 
anxiety-provoking. Tr. Uranus has just 
completed a trine to natal Descendant 
and sextile to natal Ascendant/Venus. This 
Uranian influence indicates changes in val-
ues along with new ways of  approaching 
life and being in relationships. Note also 
that Tr. Pluto has just moved past a con-
junction with his North Node, aligning him 
with the callings of the Capricorn North 
Node and nudging him to integrate the les-
sons of the Cancer South Node. 

Interestingly, his Prog. Sun squared his 
Ascendant/Descendant axis within a few 
degrees when the couple are alleged to 
have reconnected. 

In closing, clients often come to us in 
search of someone to love. An important 
part of our role is to help them refocus 
their attention back to their chart and their 
immense capacity for love in their own 
unique way, as described by their individ-
ual chart and awakened by their transits 
and progressions. By helping clients con-
sider the multiple moving pieces of their 
chart and what is going on in the sky, we 
can help them clarify and remember who 
they are, and what they are most seeking 
in their relationships with others in the cur-
rent phase of their lives. 

Many thanks to Solar Fire ASTROLABE: 
Astrology Software, Reports, Books and 
Services (alabe.com) for the birth chart 
images. 

Margaret Gray, MSW, B.A. Counselling and 
Psychotherapy, Diploma Psychological Astrology 
(CPA). Margaret is a consulting and teaching 
astrologer based in Dublin. She offers birth chart 
readings to clients all over the world, as well as 
teaching courses, webinars and presentations 
at international conferences. Margaret’s work 
is grounded in a Jungian based psychological 
approach. She is particularly interested in the 
astrology of relationships and is the co-founder of 
‘Relationships and Astrology’. Margaret set up and 
co-runs Astrology Ireland. She is also a psychother-
apist and works extensively with couples.
www.psychologicalastrology.com
www.relationshipsandastrology.com 
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FREE WEBINAR

FAMILY GHOSTS
ILLUMINATE YOUR LINEAGE WITH ASTROLOGY

HOSTED BY:
CHRISTINA CAUDILL
& FERN VUCHINICH

REGISTER AT RADIANTASTROLOGY.COM

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20
4 PM PACIFIC / 7 PM EASTERN

EXPLORE FAMILY LINEAGE
DISCOVER ANCESTRAL PATTERNS

& A RITUAL TO EMBRACE ANCESTORS
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been at the core of timeless love stories. 
Songs throughout history have described 
the ineffable experience of lovers finding 
one another. The common experience of 
uncertainty in a first meeting can conjure 
a mutual charge that may open one up to 
hope, excitement, and potential. And while 
the romantic relationship may be promi-
nent in this inquiry, it turns out that chance 
encounters, and even therapeutic engage-
ments — all are about a meeting with the 
unknown that can invite a potential for 
new awareness and self-development. 

Our relationships invite us into an 
encounter that can grow our awareness 
about ourselves. While this prospect sounds 
exciting, it is rarely easy, as the new con-
nection is destined to awaken in us what 
was previously unconscious. An initial 
meeting puts us at the edge of a thresh-
old where something fresh can enter into 
our awareness. A chart of this first meet-
ing can illustrate the archetypal energies 
that define the crossroads we are about to 
enter. At the beginning of a new relation-
ship, anything can happen evoking feelings 
of idealization and hope for the future that 
assist the budding partnership in unfold-
ing. We may wonder, how will this person 
enhance my life, how will I be tested. Can I 
meet the challenge? The calling for each 
partner becomes that of expanding one’s 
sense of self and paying attention to what 
one feels compelled to label as “other.” 

The following examples of couples’ 
astrology include their individual charts 
and their synastry, compared to the chart 
of their first meeting. These charts reveal 
the concept of mutuality from both an 
astrological and Jungian perspective, often 
with extraordinary parallels occurring on 
many levels. In these cases, the multiple 
threads of connection include synchronic-
ities, astrological parallels, and a deeper 
sense of meaning.

When synchronistic forces bring us 
together, whether in therapy or falling in 
love, the fledgling relationship can help 
heal personal and relational stuck places. 
However, this is rarely a cakewalk as relation-
ships – romantic or therapeutic – will often 
challenge some of our deepest wounds and 
defenses. We find that the many inter-con-
necting astrological factors will vary from 
couple to couple, but generally, we see the 
presence of similar or identical natal aspects, 
mutual connections between their natal 
planets, and correlating relevant transits 
between the two individuals marked in the 
chart of the first meeting. 

There is a crack, a crack in everything
That’s how the light gets in.

—Leonard Cohen

T he relationships in our lives play a 
vital role in both ensuring our surviv-
al and in developing a sovereign self 

from which we can live most abundantly. 
If, in our early development, there was a 
problem with our experience of love and 
connection, the wound of loss will echo 
throughout our relational lives. This replay-
ing of past trauma is actually our psyche’s 
best effort to heal our primary relationship 
patterns and resolve our sense of selfhood 
and lovability. And for most of us, this will 
be a lifelong process. The very wound we 
have within us is like the Leonard Cohen 
song — the crack through which the light 
of new awareness can radiate.

This deeper need within all of us — to 
be seen, understood, and loved — impels 
us into relationships that are often guid-
ed by an unknown quality that some call 
fate. Fortunately for us astrologers, we are 
able to see the archetypal mapping of our 
relationships and make appreciable sense 
of our love trajectories. Through the study 
of the individual natal and synastry charts, 
along with the chart of the first meeting, 
we can discern the primary principles of a 
new relationship. 

Relationships, in all their expres-
sions, are key to our becoming the self 
we are meant to be. Understanding our 
relationships can set us on a path of dis-
covery. Often the very difficult qualities 
we experience resulting from our earliest 
relationships represent the very area that is 
ripe for self-transformation and that can ulti-
mately give us access to a deeper love.

In my years as an astrologer, I had 
noted that groupings of friends, family, and 

particularly, couples — all tend to share 
astrological patterns. However, I had not 
anticipated that the same factors might 
also come into play when I became a ther-
apist within the profession of psychother-
apy. As an intern therapist, one of my tasks 
was the tracking of our insurance patients. 
This included the patient’s birth data and 
the name of the assigned intern therapist. 
This information for a therapist could be 
interesting in itself; for me as an astrologer, 
however, it was even more compelling, 
for, although the patients were assigned 
to therapists randomly and distributed 
evenly, the patterns that emerged relative 
to the birth data were remarkable. The cor-
respondences included frequent matching 
biographical parallels between the patient 
and therapist.

First meetings of a romantic quality are 
often experienced as a destined encounter. 
The mystery of attraction and the sense of 
fate associated with these meetings have 

Destined Meetings and 
the Healing Force of 

Relationships   
by Yvonne Smith Tarnas, MFT., Ph.D.
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TARNAS

A.  
Susan-Inner

Angela-Outer

Jungian psychology values the phe-
nomenon of synchronicity, believing that 
such coincidences carry with them a sacred 
significance holding notable potential in 
the relationships for psychological and 
spiritual transformation (1952/1973, CW 8). 
The experience of the synchronicity is also 
an indication of the underlying unity of 
all reality — an unexpected orchestration 
of both psyche and nature towards a new 
consciousness. 

For therapeutic relationships, the sym-
bolic field of the first meeting contains 
many of the same astrological themes that 
are most relevant in the charts of both indi-
viduals. It appears that the astrological chart 
of the first session — the tableau for the 
future relationship — symbolizes what is to 
unfold and will inform the process of mutual 
growth and transformation. The planetary 
alignments seem to correlate meaningfully 
with the patterns of what will unfold.

Let us begin with a vignette that illus-
trates the powerful nature of a synchro-
nistic first meeting. All of the following 
individuals have consented to the use of 
their stories and charts, though the name, 
locations, and specific details have been 
changed for the sake of confidentiality; 
accordingly, the astrological charts will 
have no data noted, for that reason
 
Susan and Angela 

Susan’s patient Angela chose Susan 
for therapy based on the photo on her 
professional website. Angela explained 
that Susan looked like her mother, which 
felt right but could also be bad. Taking 
this in, Susan noted that Angela’s feelings 
toward her related to her own sense of 
being strongly pulled into their connection, 
which Susan perceived as a mother trans-
ference. What surprised Susan, however, 
was Angela’s ethical dilemma: whether she 
could remain married to a man she did 
not love. This was the reason she wanted 
therapy, to work out this concern. As it 
happened, this dilemma had been one that 
Susan had been struggling to avoid in her 
own life. In Susan’s words, “My work with 
Angela began to work on me in that very first 
session. I had to wake up to what was hap-
pening in my life to be there for her.” 

The repeating themes in Susan and 
Angela’s narrative are those of love, 
the mother, the daughter, and connection. 
Astrologically representing these themes 
are Venus, symbolizing love, beauty, and 
the daughter, and the Moon, symbolizing 

B.
Angela & Susan

First Hour
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mother, family, attachment, and childhood. 
(Image A)

In this synastry, the therapist Susan’s 
chart is displayed in the inner wheel and 
the patient Angela’s chart is displayed in the 
outer wheel. Angela and Susan have unusu-
ally strong Moon-Venus connections: 
quite remarkably, Angela’s Moon conjoins 
Susan’s Venus, and Susan’s Moon conjoins 
Angela’s Venus.

A common theme of Moon-Venus 
aspects is “motherly love” (Ebertin 
1940/1972, 48) — love of the mother, the 
mother’s love of the children, the moth-
er-daughter bond, and, in some cases, a 
split in the libido between home/family 
and erotic love.

In the first hour for Angela and Susan, 
we see again the repeating theme of the 
Venus-Moon conjunction with Neptune 
adding a transcendent influence (Image 
B). This astrological mirroring of archetypal 
themes between the first session and their 
mutual relationship expresses a symbolical-
ly rich synchronicity. For Susan and Angela, 
the first session’s focus on issues of the 
mother-daughter relationship and of love 
and marriage was perfectly reflected in 
the first session’s Moon-Venus conjunction, 
which, in turn, was the precise planetary 
conjunction that connected the two indi-
viduals’ charts, in both directions.                         

Applying this same concept in the 
study of love relationships, we see a similar 
dynamic playing out as it appears that the 
astrological chart of the first meeting sym-
bolizes the energetic dynamics of attraction 
and connection — both of what is conscious 
and what might be unconscious, as well as 
what is to unfold. The themes that connect 
the romantic pair and inform the develop-
ment of the relationship often reveal their 
potential challenges and strengths. 

Following is a relationship example 
that demonstrates several correlations 
involving the first meeting that were felt to 
be deeply meaningful to the romantic pair. 

Julie and Robert
Julie had been divorced for over two 

years when she met Robert, sitting outside 
her favorite coffee shop. Robert was gor-
geous and so tall his legs stretched out into 
the sidewalk. He was hard to miss, and on 
her way out, she stopped to chat. The con-
versation was so engaging that they decid-
ed to meet up a later. From that first date, 
they both felt there was a special connec-
tion, sparkling with joy and a sense of com-
mitment. They married seven months later.

Julie felt that Robert calmed her, pro-
viding a sense of security by his easy-going 
manner. Julie’s early family life experience 
was one of barely scraping by financial-
ly. This insecurity motivated Julie to be 
self-sufficient. And while Julie loved to 
enjoy life, good food, and good friends, she 
also worried whether she was keeping up 
financially. When her anxieties took over, 
Julie felt emotionally caught by her com-
petitive nature, isolated, feeling insecure 
and self-critical.

Robert was almost everything Julie 
hoped for in a partner. Creative and suc-
cessful, Robert had an ease and confidence 
that everything works out. An only child in 
his very large extended family, Robert had 
an optimistic sense that almost any situa-
tion would improve. This soothed Julie. And 
while he could be irritated by Julie’s anxi-
ety, his relaxed attitude tended to create an 
equilibrium for the couple.

Julie’s themes of periodic insecurity, 
related to her early family life, can be seen 

C.
Julie

D.
Robert
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in her Moon in sensitive Pisces. (Image C) 
Like the Moon, the IC relates to our early 
childhood experiences and our ability to 
trust, feel safe, and be vulnerable. It also 
describes the ability to regulate our needs 
and feelings. Notably, Julie’s Saturn-Uranus 
square at the IC accentuates the larger 
sense of instability. Here the structures of 
one’s life can feel unstable and uncertain 
— often requiring heroic measures from 
that opposing Chiron-Jupiter. 

These same planetary points in 
Robert’s chart (Image D) carry different 
qualities of expression. A generally happy 
childhood, his Moon conjoins Pluto, and 
sextiles Jupiter. Jupiter also trines and 
sextiles Robert’s MC/IC. Again, as with 
the Moon, the Jupiter-IC reflects his 
sense of personal roots and grounding, 
assisting his formation with generous, 
strong family stability. When combined 
with the strong Libran energy, particularly 
the Sun-Venus-Mercury on the Descendant, 
Robert possesses a special social ease and 
power. He grew up supported and empow-
ered by his family, with a general sense of 
internal security that is part of his nature. 
Also in his chart is a Saturn sextile Uranus, 
which can make it easier to let things fall 
into place, not getting overly anxious with 
expectations. However, we cannot dismiss 
the Mars squaring into that Moon-Pluto 
complex. This formation manifested as his 
formidable mother who he keeps at a 
great geographical distance. 

For their synastry, I would like to first 
mention their major positives (Image E). 
We can see that Robert’s Jupiter conjoins 
Julie’s Sun-Venus, a buoyant expansion 
of shining love energy between them. 
The attraction was immediate for Julie 
and Robert. This dynamic was further 
emphasized with his Sun-Venus trine her 
Mars, conjoining her Pluto. The Venus-
Mars suggests an ideal erotic interplay, 
with the Mars-Pluto intensifying the 

We can see that  
Robert’s Jupiter  

conjoins Julie’s  
Sun-Venus, a buoyant 

expansion of shining love 
energy between them. 
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sexual attraction and connection. Adding 
to the synastry mix further, Robert’s 
Moon-Pluto conjoins Julie’s Uranus and 
opposes her Jupiter, marking a highly 
playful and electric energy. Their many 
powerful connecting chart points suggest 
a very strong synastry, full of loving erotic 
play, and a reliable caring friendship.

Let us now note some of the areas 
where there will be some challenges for 
this pair before we look at the first meeting 
chart. In their synastry (Image F) we see 
that Robert’s Saturn opposes her Moon, 
while her Saturn squares his Moon. They 
thus have this aspect going both ways and 
can each feel limited and criticized by the 
other. One can act as the parent to the oth-
er’s more child-like behavior. And at times, 
they each can feel as though the other 
is not reflecting their emotional needs. 
Fortunately, through their dedicated emo-
tional work, each has become more aware 
of the other’s needs, developing a more 
mature emotionality for their relationship.

First Meeting Chart
The attraction was immediate for Julie 

and Robert at their first meeting. (Image 
G) Right away, we can see transiting Moon 
lights up Robert’s Jupiter as it conjoins 
Julie’s Sun-Venus, which can really lift the 
romantic and emotional field. Transiting 
Jupiter conjoins Robert’s Venus-Mercury 
and Julie’s Pluto which can deepen the 
erotic attraction. The Saturn-Venus at the 
first meeting also conjoins Robert’s  
Neptune, squaring into his Saturn, calling 
Robert to reckon with potential challenges 
of disillusionment. 

For Julie, the first meeting Moon 
trines into her Sun-Venus suggesting 
romantic feelings, and potentially she 
could borrow from Robert his easy-going 
attitude, while he received from Julie a 
sense of home to anchor himself and from 
which to develop his art career. 

But most interesting amid all this spar-
kle is an important karmic point. We can 
see, indicated by the red circles, that in the 
first meeting, transiting Saturn connects 
to Julie’s Moon by square, and as well to 
Robert’s Saturn by square.  

This example vividly underscores a 
challenge for growth in the couple’s syn-
astry, highlighting the primary thesis of 
this paper; the chart of their meeting rep-
resents a destined connection obvious and 
yet subtle, and shows that underlying the 
evident pizazz and sparkle, there exists a 

REFERENCES

Ebertin, R. (1972). Combination of stellar influences. 
Tempe, AZ: American Federation of Astrologers. 
(Original work published 1940).

Jung, C. G. (1973). Synchronicity: An acausal con-
necting principle. (R. F. C. Hull, Trans.), The collected 
works of C. G. Jung (Vol. 8, pp. 417-504).  Princeton, 
NJ: Princeton University Press. (Original work pub-
lished 1952)

Yvonne Smith Tarnas MFT, Ph.D., is a practic-
ing astrologer, therapist, and Jungian analyst 
of the C.G. Jung Institute of San Francisco. Her 
doctoral dissertation titled ”Destined Meetings: 
Synchronicity, Intentionality, and Archetypal 
Meaning in the Initial Therapy Session,”an integra-
tion of psychotherapy and astrology, has helped 
forward clinical receptivity for astrology. Yvonne 
has both an astrological and therapy practice in 
San Francisco, Marin, and online. She also is a 
training and teaching analyst for the C.G. Jung 
Institute of San Francisco, part of the Relationship 
and Astrology team with Margaret Gray, and has 
presented at the California Institute of Integral 
Studies, the International Scientific Astrological 
Research conference, the North South Jung con-
ference, and at the Synchronicity: Matter and 
Psyche symposium in Joshua Tree, and the British 
Astrological Association conference. http://arche-
typalpsych.com/

karmic intention, thus reflecting the synas-
try and dynamics of each individual in this 
partnership. 

Through these astrological alignments, 
and synchronistic parallels, we can note 
the sense of a greater telos — the ultimate 
purpose informing the relational field. In 
Jungian theory, this telos reflects the Self, 
the organizing principle of life. Astrology 
can reveal to us the cosmic support for 
healing the mind, emotions, and soul 
through our relationships. The many pat-
terns of connection that we have been dis-
cussing here all point toward a larger inten-
tionality supporting and influencing both 
couples through a constellated loving field. 

This study suggests that a larger, living 
matrix of meaning and purpose encom-
passes and supports the evolution of sep-
arate individuals as they heal and grow 
through their relationships. With every per-
son we encounter, we potentially generate 
a field of creative healing potential that can 
be realized through our heartful effort to 
connect and authentically relate.

R
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Venus and Mars can both indicate 
managerial roles, with Venus playing the 
more supervisory role, and Mars playing 
the taskmaster, or enforcer role. So, while 
they may not always sit together, their 
functions in the office space are neces-
sary. The exaltation sign of Venus (Pisces) 
indicates the bountiful rains necessary for 
waters on earth to be replenished, and 
heat (Mars) is a necessary function of the 
Sun in achieving that objective i.e., the 
evaporation of water from the oceans. The 
operation of Mars as heat is what distin-
guish the salty oceanic waters of the Moon 
from the potable waters of Venus. So, while 
water and fire do not happily co-exist, the 
replenishment of the Venusian waters of 
life tolerates the Martian heat. 

In relationships, it is important to not 
only understand the similarities, but to also 
understand the differences and vulnera-
bilities which can be sources of conflict. 
Mars is a strongly celibate and disciplined 
planet in Vedic astrology, so the impulse of 
the Venusian flow is tempered in his signs. 

V edāñga Jyotish (commonly known 
as Vedic Astrology) is one of the six 
limbs or añga of the Veda. Specifically, 

it is the cakṣuḥ or eyes of the Veda Puruṣa, 
the personified Vedas. It is termed Vedic 
Astrology because the fundamental philo-
sophical and cosmological ideas underpin-
ning it come from the Vedic corpus. 

In traditional Vedic Astrology, the graha 
Śukra (planet Venus) is the “guru for worldly 
life”, because fruitful and meaningful rela-
tionships can be a great help in making the 
journey through life a smoother and more 
enjoyable one. Venus is therefore referred 
to as iha loka sukha or “the happiness in this 
world”. Venus also represents the waters of 
life, and in Vedic mythology is conceived of 
as a tantric expert having the ability to bring 
things back to life. 

In this article, I will be exploring the 
mundane and metaphysical aspects of 
Venus in Vedic astrology through the signs, 
with 3 chart examples to follow. 

The natural seventh sign of the zodi-
ac is Libra and indicates the reproductive 
instruments of the body, thereby indicating 
the joining or union principle. Therefore, 
Libra is designated as the mūlatrikoṇa (work-
ing) sign of Venus, and Venus becomes the 
natural significator of the seventh house. 

Therefore, there are two fundamen-
tal principles in understanding Venus in a 
chart: the sign where Venus is, and the sign 
opposite it (i.e., the seventh). 

We will use the assessment of Venus in 
the signs as given by the Indian saint-phi-
losopher Rāmānujā (1017-1137 CE), who 
established the Viśiṣṭādvaita (qualified 
non-dualism) branch of Vedānta and 
the main proponent of the Śrī Vaiṣṇava 
Saṁpradāya tradition in India. Śrī signifies 
the Divine potency activating Providence, 
Abundance, and Sustainable Growth, so we 
take his view of the relationship between 
the planets and the signs to understand 
their operation within a more “fruitful” 

context. Other texts describe other types 
of saṁbandha (relationships between the 
planets) which are used for other purposes.      

In Chapter 14 verses 20-23 of his book 
Bhāvārtha Ratnākara (translated by Dr BV 
Raman, 1947) we find: 

“For Śukra (Venus), Meṣa (Aries) is neu-
tral, Vṛṣabha (Taurus) is Svakṣetra (home 
sign), Mithuna (Gemini) is neutral, and Karka 
(Cancer) is inimical. Siṁha (Leo) is inimical, 
Kanyā (Virgo) is friendly and the place of 
debilitation, and Tulā (Libra) is Mūlatrikoṇa 
(office sign). Vṛścika (Scorpio) is neutral, 
Dhanu (Sagittarius) is inimical, and Makara 
(Capricorn) and Kumbha (Aquarius) are 
friendly. Mīna (Pisces) is the sign of exalta-
tion and is also inimical. So have the learned 
in astrology said about Śukra (Venus) rela-
tionship to the rāśis (signs)”.    

I will now elaborate on these concepts 
in the following paragraphs. Bear in mind, 
that the signs and planets often have differ-
ent interpretations in Vedic astrology relative 
to their Western astrology counterparts. 

Venus in  
Vedic Astrology

by Nathan Naicker

The exaltation sign  
of Venus (Pisces)  
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bountiful rains  
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on earth to be  
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Aries Venus can see many “touch and go” 
situations in relationships perpetuating. 
While Scorpio Venus may experience the 
resurrection of past loves in current ones 
until they can psychically learn to separate 
them. So, for these reasons, Venus is con-
sidered neutral in the signs of Mars, Aries 
and Scorpio. 

Taurus is the svakṣetra, or home sign 
of Venus, whereas Libra is the mūlatrikoṇa 
or working sign of Venus. The second house 
in Vedic Astrology shows the family we are 
born into, whereas the fourth house indi-
cates the family we create ourselves. The 
natural second sign in the zodiac is Taurus, 
so the themes of closeness, sharing of food 
and resources, and financial and physical 
security are (normally) first encountered in 
the home environment of the family one is 
born into. So, while Libra may be the public 
agenda of Venus (meeting and uniting with 
people), Taurus indicates the more personal 
agenda of Venus. It is the love or union of 
the parents that has created the birth fam-
ily home (Taurus) in which the nurturing, 
provident, and harmony aspirations of the 
Moon find their exaltation.    

The Moon indicates the source of 
water (the oceans, for example) that 
become the potable waters of Venus (as 
rain). The Moon therefore exerts a push and 
pull influence on Venus, which is emotion-
al control.  Venus wishes to flow where it 
pleases in love matters, but marriage and 
love brings childhood and familial condi-
tioning and circumstances to bear upon it 
– consciously or subconsciously. The work 
of the Moon is in maintaining families and 
communities and brings these criteria to 
bear upon matters of relationship: what 
is their lineage, what is their background, 
will they be a good mother/father as well 
as a good spouse, can I create a home with 
them, can we share what we have with 
each other, and other concerns. While these 
matters do come up during most relation-
ships, for Venus in Cancer, they are present 
at the forefront and in the beginning, and 
not as an afterthought. It becomes inimical 
for Venus because of this conditional con-
trol on the natural flow of relating.    

The eleventh house in Vedic astrology 
can indicate the terms and conditions of 
endings. Leo being the eleventh sign from 
the working sign of Venus (Libra), can indi-
cate the natural conclusion or sudden end 
of relationships due to the operation of self-
ishness or ego-driven dynamics. The impulse 
of Venus in Leo is to self-actualize through 
love and social connection, but the nature 

of Leo doesn’t align with the compromise 
necessary for equal partnership. The nature 
of Leo is harsh with very firm boundaries, 
because the sense of self requires it in order 
to be functional individually. If not, one can 
lose oneself in relationships and the sense of 
self becomes scattered or damaged. Hence 
the Sun is naturally debilitated in the sign 
of Libra. The work of Venus in the seventh 
house is so that we can learn to see people 
as they are, not as we want them or force 
them to be. So, while it can be a powerful 
placement for Venus, it can be a tricky sign 
for equality in relationship matters. The 
Sun ultimately governs resource control in 
Vedic Astrology and the sign of Leo can indi-
cate too much focus on material/financial 
concerns that become mixed with consider-
ations of relationship.

Venus in Vedic astrology symbolizes 
the waters of life, and therefore, the water 
cycle is a helpful tool in understanding the 
flow of Venus in the signs. The exaltation of 
Venus in Pisces is the taking up of waters 
into the sky from the oceans that is neces-
sary for the water cycle on earth. Scorpio 
representing the groundwaters of the earth, 
Virgo being in the eleventh therefrom 
indicates the taking up of the groundwa-
ters into the roots of various plants and 
thereby facilitating the natural organic 
food chain. The exaltation of Venus is the 
creation of new potable waters, and the 
debilitation of Venus is the consumption of 
the same by the plants via the roots. Venus 
is happy with the process of Virgo because it 
is supporting life on earth. Therefore, Venus 
in exaltation in Pisces is experiencing enmity 
due to the immense heat of the evaporation 
processes (which happens mostly on the 
open oceans). 

Venus in Virgo sees the reductionist 
operation on relating due to the precise 
selectivity of Virgo (just as the roots of plants 
have various precise selective functions). 
Venus in Virgo is relationship on a need-to-

have or functional basis and can suffer from 
too much of a transactional approach to 
love and relating. Venus in Pisces is on the 
other extreme – there can be so much ideal-
ism in it that it becomes difficult to find such 
a perfect relationship in the common world. 
On this axis, relationships are challenged by 
functionality/materialism (Virgo) or ideal-
ism/spiritualism (Pisces). 

While the waters evaporating from 
the oceans are unbound in Pisces (exalt-
ed), the earthly experience of this Venus is 
still largely undefined or intangible which 
makes it inimical. While its freedom to flow 
underground is restricted in Virgo and 
therefore debilitated, the cool and self-con-
tained earth is a happier environment for 
the waters of life (and therefore friendly). 
The human experience of this Venus can 
be hyper-selective in matters of love due to 
material concerns. However, since Venus in 
Vedic astrology symbolizes the proverbial 
waters of life, the strong boundaries of Virgo 
help maintain its purity. Both placements 
present challenges in relationships but can 
more easily be expressed in spiritual (Pisces) 
and service (Virgo) dimensions of life.

Venus is neutral in the child-like sign of 
Gemini, where curiosity and experimenta-
tion can be wonderful aids to engagement 
or can cause instability and dissatisfaction. 
This sign is therefore neutral. 

The loving relating principle of Venus 
experiences constriction in the sign of 
Sagittarius, where rules and various laws 
(secular or religious) or social standards or 
convention curtail the free expression in a 
relationship. The ideas of what it “should” 
be stand in the way of what it is or can be 
or wants to be. This is different from the 
Sagittarius in Western astrology, which is 
more about personal freedoms and less 
about strict adherence to laws and standards.  

The signs of Capricorn and Aquarius 
are friendly to Venus because the expe-
rience of hardship and isolation in these 
signs drives the need for love and rela-
tionship in a very strong way. It indicates 
people that may be coming to love and 
relationship after some time of emotional 
maturity is achieved by going through 
challenging experiences in life. Venus, as 
the guru for mundane life, is happy to pro-
vide succor to the masses who support the 
foundation of societal structures. 

The natural humility of the vibration 
of Saturn assists people in appreciating 
and seeking equality in relationships. This 
is one reason for the exaltation of Saturn 
in Libra. The lesson of the Sun in Libra, 
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where it is debilitated, is that we should not 
look down on anyone if we are seeking an 
equal partnership. The lesson of Saturn in 
Libra, where it is exalted, is that we should 
not look up at anyone if we are seeking an 
equal partnership (being a servant in a rela-
tionship isn’t an equal one). 

When Venus is in a neutral sign (Aries, 
Gemini, and Scorpio), we look at the 
placement of the ruler of the sign to assess 
the state of Venus. The rulership of the 
signs used in the tradition in which I am 
versed is: Mars for Aries and Scorpio, Ketu 
for Scorpio and Pisces, Venus for Taurus 
and Libra, the Moon for Taurus and Cancer, 
the Sun for Leo, Mercury for Gemini and 
Virgo, Rāhu for Virgo and Aquarius, Jupiter 
for Sagittarius and Pisces, and Saturn for 
Capricorn and Aquarius.   

When it comes to interpreting Venus 
in the chart, this knowledge of Venus in the 
signs becomes important. While the sign 
of Venus may indicate our criteria of love 
and relating and our conditioning of these 
topics personally, what we experience in an 
actual relationship or rather what becomes 
active when in a relationship is shown by 
the sign opposite Venus in the chart. So, 
when interpreting Venus in the chart, it 
is the only planet that is to be read on its 
axis. It is not enough to know simply what 
Venus is, we must also know how such a 
Venus will behave or what it will encounter 
in relationship. Both sides are important to 
understanding the overall interpretation. 
Let us explore this with a few illustrative 
examples.

MacKenzie Scott
Here we see a forthright approach to 

relationship matters, with Venus in Aries. 
The seventh sign from Venus is Libra, the 
marketplace of the world, indicating that 
exchange dynamics (financially or oth-
erwise) can dominate the experience of 
relationships for this person. With the ninth 
house ruler Jupiter in Libra, this can show 
big money and since Jupiter rules the Sun, 
fame thereof as well. 

“MacKenzie Scott is an American busi-
nesswoman, novelist, and philanthropist. 
As of May 2021, she has a net worth of 
US$57.0 billion, owing to a 4% stake in 
Amazon, after her divorce from Amazon 
founder and former chief executive Jeff 
Bezos. As such, Scott is the third-wealth-
iest woman in the United States, and the 

NAICKER 21st-wealthiest individual in the world” – 
Wikipedia.

Whitney Houston
Venus is in the sixth house and is con-

joined the seventh house ruler the Sun in 
the inimical sign Cancer and is flanked by 
the “bad company” combination of Rāhu 
and Mercury. This is quite a harsh signa-
ture for Venus, characterized by emotional 
control issues and related dynamics. The 
emotional pressure on this Venus finds 
a release through singing and the voice 
(dispositor Moon in the second house with 
Jupiter, promising financial gain thereof ). 
The emotional intensity and flow of her 
singing voice is somewhat of a universal 
experience. The artistic side of this Cancer 
Venus came from the strong influence of 

CHART KEY
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performances and weight loss led to rumors 
about Houston using drugs with her husband. 
Houston’s death was caused by drowning 
and the “effects of atherosclerotic heart dis-
ease and cocaine use”. The office stated the 
amount of cocaine found in Houston’s body 
indicated that she used the substance shortly 
before her death. The manner of death was 
listed as an “accident” – Wikipedia. 

Ginnifer Goodwin
Venus is in curious and experimental 

Gemini in this chart in the tenth house but 
is strongly supported and stabilized by 
the presence of Jupiter the seventh house 
ruler of the chart as well as the seventh 
house ruler from Venus itself! Venus is in 
a neutral sign and its ruler Mercury is also 
in a neutral sign so there is no strong pull 

her mother and religious community grow-
ing up (Moon-Jupiter in second house of 
birth family environment).

What is the experience of this con-
strained Venus in relationship? The opposite 
sign is Capricorn, containing the ascendant 
ruler Saturn in the twelfth house and in 
opposition to the seventh house ruler the 
Sun. This shows that the experience of rela-
tionship can drive them into isolation and 
other limiting behaviors. If the sixth house 
Venus in this chart gets too heavy, they can 
feel “drowned” by the emotional pressure.  

“With sales of over 200 million records 
worldwide, Whitney Houston was one of the 
best-selling music artists of all time. Though 
Houston was seen as a “good girl” with a 
perfect image in the 1980s-early1990s, her 
behavior had changed by 1999-2000. Missed 

either way here so that the strongest influ-
ence on Venus will dominate. Jupiter is the 
strongest influence on the Venus here, and 
she did have an issue with religion and 
figuring out her path in her Jewish reli-
gion. Venus here is also the dispositor of 
the Sun and can show an important path 
of self-actualization through career. The 
association of Venus and Mercury in this 
chart (Venus in sign of Mercury) lends itself 
very well to acting and speaking roles. The 
playful Gemini comes through in seeing 
her become established as a fairy tale char-
acter (Snow White) for eight years. This also 
activated her relationship good fortune 
with the presence of Jupiter as mentioned 
previously. 

I hope this article gives a good intro-
duction to the interpretation of Venus 
in love and relationship matters in Vedic 
Astrology. 

Lokaḥ Samastaḥ Sukhino Bhavantu 
May all beings experience auspi-

cious fulfilment and happiness.       

Nāthan Theo Naicker has a background as a 
petroleum engineer and has practiced astrology 
professionally since 2014. He began with psycho-
logical astrology (2010), then moved to traditional 
western astrology qualifications in natal, horary, 
mundane, locational, and medical branches. He 
has a Diploma in Medieval Astrology (2012) and a 
Diploma in Astrological Studies (2014). Since 2016, 
he began intensive studies in Vedic Astrology com-
bining astrological, scriptural, tantric, yogic, and 
omenology in the Vedic tradition. His specialized 
consultations consider factors from both Western 
and Vedic astrology. Nāthan Theo runs retreats in 
South Africa, and hosts webinars, workshops, and 
private tuition online and around the world. You 
can find out more about Nāthan’s background, 
qualifications, and events at https://www.spicast-
rology.com/about-nathan/  

R

VIVideos of OPA live presentations are available
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ONLINE  &    

TUCSON, ARIZONA

Realize your Dream to Become a  Successful Astrologer
i-ASTROLOGER

APRIL - JUNE 2022

APRIL - JUNE 2022 Realize your Dream to Become a  Successful Astrologeri-ASTROLOGER

WORLD CLASS FACULTY 
Professional astrologers and experts in their field will offer the resources, tools,  

and advice to help you thrive as a professional astrologer!
BRANDING, 
MARKETING

& SOCIAL MEDIA
Ana Zaharia

Giulio Pellegrini
Stormie Grace

Oner Doser
Hande Kazanova

Rick Levine

BECOMING A 
SUCCESSFUL 
ASTROLOGER

Kay Taylor
Maurice Fernandez

Steven Forrest
Wendy Stacey 

Alexandra Karacostas

SOFTWARE  
and APPS 
Roy Gillett

Gemini Brett
Anne Ortelee

Rhonda Buttery
Pam Gallagher

Geni Picazo
Alphee Lavoie

WRITING & 
PUBLISHING
Frank Clifford

April Elliot Kent
Arlan Wise
Julian Wise
Rachel Lang

Louise Edington

ASTROLOGY 

RESEARCH  
& HISTORY

Robert Currey
Richelle Steyn
Glen Mitchell

Russell Ohlhausen

PROFESSIONAL 
DIRECTION
Greg Bogart

Alex Trenoweth
Christeen Skinner

Mallory Hasty
Taylor Shuler
Omari Martin

Sara Bourland

ETHICS & 
LEGALITIES
Chris Mitchell

Laura Nalbandian
Alicia Yusuf

Samuel Reynolds

I-Astrologer is the conference to help you  
take your astrology to the next level!

ONLINE PROGRAM APRIL 1 to JUNE 5   &   

TUCSON, ARIZONA CONFERENCE APRIL 29 to MAY 1

Join either one or both!

OPAastrologyEVENTS.org 

Click here for topic descriptions and bios

https://opaastrologyevents.org/faculty/
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APRIL - JUNE 2022 Realize your Dream to Become a  Successful Astrologeri-ASTROLOGER

GRANTS

Showcase your vision, expertise,  
creativity, and motivation

• A 15 min. presentation on an astrology  
topic of choice

• A thought-provoking astrology article
• A cutting edge website for your  

astrology practice
• A video astrology blog
• Creative tools for astrologers
• Anything else to showcase you are  

among the most promising astrologers

Applicants should not have more than  
5 years of astrology practice.

THE 4 MOST  
PROMISING ASTROLOGERS

$10,000   
Including invitations to speak at 
 leading astrology conferences

RESEARCH IN ASTROLOGY 
$2000   

Including publishing your  
research in the prestigious  

Correlation Publication for Research

• Submit your description and intent  
for your research.

• Must include the preliminary 
results of your research.

• Showcase your methods.

ASTROLOGY ART
$2000

• Fine arts
• Music
• Poetry
• Installations
• Design the September and  

December 2022 cover of OPA’s 
magazine.

• Any other artistic medium  
welcomed

Show your stellar creation  
to the world

Click here for all details

APRIL - JUNE 2022 Realize your Dream to Become a  Successful Astrologeri-ASTROLOGER

THE TUCSON EVENT, ARIZONA

The I-ASTROLOGER Event in Tucson is a continuation of the conference  
intensive — an opportunity to meet your peers again and learn from  
the best in person.
• NIGHT SKY ASTRONOMY CLASS – Let’s learn and explore the clear desert sky 

together and meet Jupiter, Venus, Neptune and Mars!
• 10 ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS to support your practice
• PITCH YOUR Most Promising Astrologer PRESENTATION – and get your chance  

to win a huge cash prize.
• SELECTION OF GRANT WINNERS: Most promising Astrologers, and Astrology and Art
• CONSULTING SKILLS AND PEER GROUPS in person (Part II)

Protective health measures implemented, according to AZ and CDC guidelines.

APRIL 29 – MAY 1, 2022 (Part I)   MAY 2 – 4, 2022 (Part II)

Under JUPITER and VENUS rising the brightest

TAURUS  
SOLAR  

ECLIPSE 
CEREMONY

OPAastrologyEVENTS.org 

OPAastrologyEVENTS.org 

OPAastrologyEVENTS.org 

Click here for more info ...

https://opaastrologyevents.org/grants/
https://opaastrologyevents.org/program-and-schedule/
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LAURA NALBANDIAN 

I-A PRESENTATION: 

Guidance for Public Speaking
Ethics in Astrology practice

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology?
Between 27 & 28. Started working 
psychic fairs before I started a full-time 
practice when I was about 29 or 30.

Where and how long did you study before practicing? 
I took classes with Jeffrey Green, at Astrology et al bookstore for 
4 years.

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
Helping clients understand their soul patterns and purpose. 

Word of advice for the next generation: 
Study with an established teacher or school.

ARLAN WISE
I-A PRESENTATION: 

Writing Workshop for 
Astrologers

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology?
I was 33 when I started reading charts for strang-
ers and taking money for the consultations. 

Where and how long did you study before practicing? 
I am self-taught. I read everything I could find and looked at charts. 
I used my chart, my husband’s, kids’, and friends’ as text books. I did 
this for about 5-6 years before that first professional reading.

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
My reward comes from helping people. It is magical to see someone 
open up from hearing who they are, who they really know they are , 
but no one has validated that feeling. I speak to them soul to soul. 

Word of advice for the next generation: 
My advice is to work hard, look at charts, think astrology, talk astrol-
ogy with friends, be humble, and be patient. Learn to listen to the 
planets as they talk to and through your clients.  
It’s important to have a spiritual practice.

CHRIS MITCHELL
I-A PRESENTATION: 

Astrology and Academia, 
Ethics for Traditional Approach, 
History of Astrology

How old were you when you began  
practicing astrology?
I was 42 when I started earning money from astrology back in 2002 - 
both seeing clients, and technical stuff (I produced an ephemeris and 
table of houses for a magazine publishing company)

Where and how long did you study before practicing? 
I’d been dabbling in astrology since my 20s in the 1980s, but decid-
ed to start doing it seriously and did a four-year diploma course in 
the UK in 1997, and started practising after I got my diploma.

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
It sounds so obvious now, but I used to have a tendency to assume 
that people would react to things the same way that I did - and 
be puzzled when they didn’t. Well, of course they didn’t - being an 
astrologer means you understand that different people have differ-
ent makeups and respond to situations in different ways; and know-
ing astrology helps you understand why that is. It’s also a great way 
of connecting with like-minded people all over the world.

Word of advice for the next generation: 
For the next generation: thank you for keeping astrology alive and 
now being part of its amazing revival! Share your knowledge and 
use astrology to help make the world a better place.

ANNE ORTELEE
I-A PRESENTATION: 

MENTOR 
Payment Apps for the 
Astrologer 
Peer Group
How old were you when you began practicing astrology?
Started practicing astrology in the Fall of 1995 (age 41), after I 
passed my first level NCGR certification exam. Full time practice Sept 
11, 2001.

Where and How long did you study before practicing?   
My first astrology teacher, John Marchesella cautioned me say-
ing “You are practicing brain surgery on your friends.”  It should 
be noted my father was a neurologist and my teacher’s Saturn in 
Sagittarius was on my Midheaven.   

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer? 
Helping people understand the cycles in their lives and how to 
work with them consciously.  I am a Virgo!   

Word of advice for the next generation: 
It’s a sacred art. Trust the chart.  

 FACULTY INTERVIEWS
2022 i-ASTROLOGER

Take your Astrology Seriously

JOIN i-Astrologer!  

https://OPAastrologyEVENTS.org
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Word of advice for the next generation: 
I think I’d like to urge each new generation of astrologers to take 
your time and enjoy your astrological infancy. There’s a lot of 
pressure today to monetize everything we do, but you have your 
whole lives to practice professionally, so try to savor the sheer joy 
of learning and exploring astrology for awhile before jumping in to 
get paid for it!

ALPHEE LAVOIE 

I-A PRESENTATION: 

AIR Astrology Software  
Tutorial

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology?
I went into being a full-time astrologer in 1965 I was 31 years old

Where and how long did you study before practicing? 
I began studying astrology in 1952. I was playing hockey and I had a 
bad accident and opponents skate hit my knee and pulled my knee-
cap right out. Back in 1952 with no penicillin I had a bad infection 
my whole leg was all swelled up. They wanted to amputate it. I 
was very depressed.   A nurse brought me a book and she told me 
this will change your whole life. The book name was “How to Cast 
Your Horoscope", by Alan Leo. That did it for me.

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
The most rewarding thing for me is the ability to help people that 
need help. And can’t get it anywhere. With my knowledge of as-
trology I can help them get their life back and put them right in the 
middle-of-the-road of their life with a good roadmap. I always tell 
my client if you know where the potholes are and you slow down 
for them you will have a safer trip. 

Word of advice for the next generation: 
Study everything in astrology. And before you start using your 
techniques with clients make sure that what you use really works. 
You have to remember that your clients put a lot of trust into what 
you tell them. If you use techniques that you have tested and know 
work, then you end up helping your clients not hurting them.

ONER DOSER 

I-A PRESENTATION:  
Using SOCIAL MEDIA to  
Your Advantage

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology?
I was 37 years old when I began practicing 
astrology and earned money from it. 

Where and How long did you study before practicing?
I studied with Hakan Kirkoglu for two years and one year with 
Robert Zoller.

ALEX TRENOWETH
I-A PRESENTATION:  

Astrology practice in the field 
of Education

How old were you when you began prac-
ticing astrology?
I was in my early 30s when I began earning money from astrology. 

Where and how long did you study before practicing? 
I self-taught for about 7 years then began studying with the Faculty 
of Astrological Studies formally in 1998, gaining the diploma in 
2015. I also gained an MA in Cultural Astronomy and astrology in 
2007 from Bath Spa University. 

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
Because my area of expertise is supporting parents and teachers 
with astrology, I particularly find it rewarding to know I have helped 
a young person because they were better understood by the peo-
ple who care for them. 

Word of advice for the next generation: 
As astrologers, I think it is important that we avoid thinking one 
school of astrology constitutes a complete education. I think it is 
also important to look outside of astrology for training opportu-
nities so we can gain a better perspective of how other fields use 
skills such as teaching, counselling, bereavement support, trauma 
training for victims of violence or abuse and/or many other skills to 
ensure we are supporting our clients the best we can. Astrologers 
have a wide range of clients so it is important that we keep learning 
and developing our skills. 

APRIL ELLIOT KENT
I-A PRESENTATION: 

Writing Workshop for 
Astrologers

How old were you when you began  
practicing astrology?
I was 28 years old when I gave my first professional 
astrology reading. I left my corporate job 3 days before my 30th 
birthday to be a professional astrologer – and I had no idea how 
challenging it was going to be! I had a couple of part-time jobs and 
designed websites alongside my astrology practice in the late 90’s 
and early 00’s, but since about 2008 this has been my full-time job.

Where and how long did you study before practicing? 
After studying on my own since my first Jupiter return, I met my 
teacher, the late Diane Ronngren, in Los Angeles in 1988. I think I 
studied in her class for just under two years before I gave my first 
paid reading. I always considered her class my “finishing school.”

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
For me, the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer is offer
ing people a sense of connection to something vast and meaningful.

ONLINE PROGRAM APRIL 1 to JUNE 5   &  TUCSON, ARIZONA CONFERENCE APRIL 29 to MAY 1

www.OPAastrologyEVENTS.org

https://opaastrologyevents.org/
https://OPAastrologyEVENTS.org
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GLENN MITCHELL
I-A PRESENTATION:  
How to Perform Research  
in Astrology

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology?
My first client was in 1985, age 25.

Where and How long did you study before practicing? I started 
studying astrology seriously in 1982 at age 22. That makes approx. 
39 years. I have studied with Noel Tyl, Kathy Rose, Faculty of Astro-
logical Studies, and most recently with David Cochrane.

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer? 
I like being able to help people sort out life issues and make life de-
cisions. Most of my clients come because they are facing important 
issues or life decisions.

Word of advice for the next generation:
My advice is to study broadly. This has never been easier with so 
many books, ebooks, online resources, and online schools.

ROBERT CURREY
I-A PRESENTATION: 

Research in Astrology
Addressing Arguments 
against Astrology

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology?
I went full time as a professional astrologer at 26 years old in 1981. 

Where and How long did you study before practicing?
3 years. 

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
Making a positive difference in a person’s life through consultation. 
Research helps to change our collective consciousness. 

Word of advice for the next generation:
Listen to your clients very carefully. (Plus many more words of advice 
… ) 

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?
The most rewarding thing was teaching others and training students. 

Word of advice for the next generation:
Make more research, collect more data for the future of astrology. 
Learn the history, because they who do not know their past do not 
know their future

SAMUEL REYNOLDS
I-A PRESENTATION: 

MENTOR
Are you Woke Enough?

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology? 
30-31 years old I began accepting dona-
tions.

Where and how long did you study before practicing? 
I had been studying for 8 years at that point.

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer? 
Helping people understand themselves and their life path.

Word of advice for the next generation: 
Realize that astrology has many paths and acquaint yourself with 
as many as possible. Then proceed to learn one path well enough 
to practice while continuing to keep with the other paths, like 
medieval, hellenistic, evolutionary astrology and others.

FRANK CLIFFORD
I-A PRESENTATION: 

Writing workshop
Self-Publishing guidance

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology?  
21 
  
Where and How long did you study before practicing?  
I began teaching myself from books and lectures from the age of 16 
and haven’t stopped (32 years later). 
  
What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer?  
Answering questionnaires. No, seriously – as a consultant: helping 
people (re)discover who they were born to be; as a teacher: helping 
students connect the dots in a positive, inspiring way 
  
Word of advice for the next generation: Find your niche and be 
the astrologer suggested by your chart.

 FACULTY INTERVIEWS
2022 i-ASTROLOGER
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STEVEN FORREST
I-A PRESENTATION:  
Guidance to Become a 
Successful Astrologer

How old were you when you began 
practicing astrology? 
I did my first paid reading when I was 24 years 
old. I quit my day job and went full-time as an astrologer when I 
was 28. 
  
Where and How long did you study before practicing? 
I’m self-taught purely from voracious reading. I did a great many 
readings for free, starting around age 18 or so. I learned a lot from 
those experiences – mostly that people were changing and grow-
ing a lot more than the “delineation” books I was reading gave them 
credit for. 
  
What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer? 
Easy – I never, ever have to wonder if my life has meaning. 
  
Word of advice for the next generation: 
Never put anyone in a box – people grow and change. Reject the 
idea of “bad” configurations – every chart is perfect. Only lazy 
people like hearing that they are doomed by their charts – don’t 
collude with them.

WENDY STACEY
I-A PRESENTATION:  
Astrology and Education
Research about Cesarian Births 
(Tucson)

How old were you when you began practic-
ing astrology?
Started at 19, start practicing properly at 22.

Where and How long did you study before practicing? 
3 years intensively – went to night school, read over 80 books in 
the first year, starting shadowing teacher at aged 21. Was given first 
class at 22 (but not without a fight J)

What is the most rewarding thing about being an astrologer? 
Helping others, educating others… there are loads of things…

Word of advice for the next generation: 
Learn as much astrology as you can but ensure you filter what is 
quality education.

APRIL - JUNE 2022 Realize your Dream to Become a  Successful Astrologeri-ASTROLOGER

CHOOSE YOUR MENTOR
Do you need guidance, support, and expertise to enhance your practice?

 Wendy Stacey, Maurice Fernandez, Anne Ortelee, Samuel Reynolds, Roy Gillett, Kay Taylor, Rachel Lang

Choose a mentor to help you further professionalize your delivery.

• Groups of 7 max
• 5 monthly meetings
• Leading Astrologers, experts in our field

R

OPAastrologyEVENTS.org 

Click here for details about each mentorship group

ONLINE PROGRAM APRIL 1 to JUNE 5   &  TUCSON, ARIZONA CONFERENCE APRIL 29 to MAY 1

www.OPAastrologyEVENTS.org

https://opaastrologyevents.org/program-and-schedule/
https://opaastrologyevents.org/
https://OPAastrologyEVENTS.org
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ASTROLOGY and 

           RELATIONSHIP   

In my astrological practice, much of 
my energy goes into helping clients 
understand a range of challenges they 

experience in their relationship with spous-
es, friends, parents, and children. In this 
article I’ll describe six examples of how 
astrological work can aid our understand-
ing of our human relationships and evoke 
emotionally healing insights.

Vignette 1: Tina
Tina, age 69, showed me her chart, 

and the first thing I noticed was that tran-
siting Pluto and Saturn were both squaring 
natal Mars in Aries in the 5th house, and 
solar arc Pluto had just two months earlier 
been exactly opposite natal Mars, from the 
11th house. I asked if she was experiencing 
stress, conflicts, anger, and discord with a 
child, and she said she’d been estranged 
from her son John (age 50) for several 
months. He was angry at Tina for returning 
to school and felt his mother didn’t give 
him enough attention. Apparently, John’s 
wife, Dorie, Tina’s daughter-in-law, had 
been sending her hate-filled and vulgar, 
unpleasant emails and had screamed at 
Tina that she was crazy. 

By derived house analysis, the 11th 
house is the 7th house from the child 5th 
house, and thus rules the child’s marriage, 
the child’s spouse. The combined energy 
of transiting Saturn and Pluto square Mars 
and solar arc Pluto opposite Mars evoked 

much negativity and discord. She herself 
became enraged and screamed at John 
on several occasions. There was plenty of 
anger and hurt feelings to process. 

Simultaneously, in June-July 2020, 
her solar arc Saturn was exactly square 
her natal Moon in Pisces, so she felt alone, 
rejected, emotionally fragile, and a bit sad. 
It was a difficult time of motherhood. It 
validated her experience to name these 
feelings in our session. But, I said, with 
Saturn square the Moon she could show 
emotional strength and maturity in seeing 

ASTROLOGICAL  
RELATIONSHIP COUNSELING:  

SIX VIGNETTES
by Greg Bogart

her son’s behavior for what it was. She said, 
“He’s acting like a two-year-old.” 

A month after our initial meeting, Tina 
told me she’d felt so much relief since our 
conversation, knowing that this big blow-
out was synced to these aspects involving 
Mars. She’d started working to develop 
her own Mars energy, her own vitality, 
by exercising and dancing. She also sud-
denly started getting attention from a 
man named Fred, after being solitary and 
unattached for the past 16 years; she felt 
a buzz of sexual energy and actually took 
the risk of signaling interest, and received 
an immediate response from Fred. She real-
ized she’d grown emotionally dependent 
on John since her husband died and that 
this Pluto transit to natal Mars in Cancer in 
her 5th house represented a cutting of the 
emotional umbilicus. “I’ll bet he was always 
a cranky boy,” I said. “You got that right,” 
she said. “Now he’s Dorie’s problem!” We 
had a good laugh at that. Her relationship 
with her son remained frayed for the time 
being, but she was able to detach from him 
and rediscover her own exuberance and 
aliveness. I was struck by how she experi-
enced the contacts to Mars externally as 
discordant relations with the raging, tem-
peramental John and his wife, but she was 
also able to experience Mars internally to 
exercise her will to change—and to play.
 
Vignette 2: Alice

Alice has natal Moon in Cancer at 
the Midheaven and is very involved in 
her role as a nurturing mother of two 
boys, both of whom have severe learning 
disabilities (Mars in Pisces in 5th house). 
Alice was raised within a spiritual com-
munity and movement based in India, 
and devotional yoga was the core of the 
practice (Venus-Neptune conjunction). 
With Mercury, Venus, and Jupiter con-
junct Neptune she is deeply spiritual, with 
expansive philosophical, mystical interests. 
And since childhood, Alice has sponta-

Tina told me she’d felt 
so much relief since 

our conversation, 
knowing that this big 
blowout was synced 

to these aspects 
involving Mars. She’d 
started working to 

develop her own  
Mars energy, her own  
vitality, by exercising 

and dancing.
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Tina
Reference Chart

Natal Chart
Monday, April 2, 1951
11:33:00 PM PST

Arcata, California

Tina
2nd Chart

Solar Arc Direction
Tuesday, October 27, 2020

12:00:00 PM GMT
Arcata, California

Created by
Greg Bogart

1681 Visalia Avenue
Berkeley CA 94707
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neously written poetry (Mercury-Neptune 
conjunction). “It comes out of nowhere,” 
she says. But this Sagittarius stellium in her 
2nd house also shows practical, materi-
al interests, and she informed me she is 
the chief financial officer of a corporation. 
The four Sagittarius planets oppose 
Saturn in the 8th house of business and 
shared finances; she manages a lot of 
other people’s money and has answered 
to investors and a board of directors. She 
negotiated financial agreements between 
organizations. (Saturn in the 8th house of 
agreements and disagreements.) I said, 
“This synthesis of the mystical and the 
financial is part of who you are. You don’t 
have to pick one side or the other. These 
polar opposites are united in you.” 

I was interested in the fact that transit-
ing Jupiter, Saturn, and Pluto had recently 
crossed her IC and were transiting her 4th 
house. She said that in March 2020, a few 
months earlier, she and her husband had 

purchased a house after renting for the 
past ten years, and over the summer they 
were quite involved with renovations and 
garden projects, all 4th house activities. 
But it struck me that there must be more 
to this transit of Saturn and Pluto in her 
4th house and so I paused over it with her 
for a moment and asked if there’d been 
any recent revelations or disclosures relat-
ed to the family, or any unpleasantness or 
resentment emerging with the family sys-
tem. While she was establishing a stronger, 
more permanent base for her own nuclear 
family, it occurred to me that there might 
be something important surfacing within 
the larger clan. I mentioned that Pluto 
sometimes manifests in encounters with 
toxic emotions or people carrying a lot of 
negativity, resentments, or hostility toward 
others. I also wondered if this Saturn-Pluto 
transit in the 4th house might relate to 
some family adversity or bereavement. 
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Alice replied, “My mom’s second husband 
died recently, and mom came back into my 
life after a long estrangement. My mother 
was somewhat physically abusive when 
I was a child, I recently called her out on 
it and we had a big blowup. This always 
needed to happen; it happened, and we 
survived it, the two of us. Then I became 
interested in our genealogy, so we did a 
DNA test, and we discovered some bur-
ied secrets. It turns out my great grand-
father abandoned his wife and kids and 
married another woman, had the same 
number of children with her, and gave all 
of them the exact same names as the first 
set of children—which seems weird and 
creepy. But in the process, we discovered 
a whole new group of relatives I’m getting 
to know. Finding out these unsavory facts 
was unsettling, but it allowed me to under-
stand the secrecy I’d always sensed around 
my family history and the feeling that there 
were things that we don’t discuss. There’d 
always been a sense of ancestral shame.” 
And amazingly, Alice and her mother 
laughed and cried together at the tragedy 
and absurdity of her great grandfather’s 
situation, and they bonded with each other 
in coming to terms with this buried family 
history. She said, “Talking about this now, 
I realize I’ve never in my life felt closer to 
my mother.” 

All of this came to light through our 
discussion of transiting Saturn and Pluto in 
her 4th house, a time that was transforming 
her connection to family. 
 
Vignette 3: Amy

In the next example, we’ll see devel-
opment of a new level of consciousness in 
response to secondary progressed aspects. 

Amy, age 35, recently separated from 
her husband in 2018 at the time of a pro-
gressed Full Moon, featuring a progressed 
Sun-Venus conjunction. The progressed 
Sun-Venus conjunction is often a significant 
indicator of love and marriage, and this 
could be regarded as its ultimate evolu-
tionary goal. But in this case, the Full Moon 
closely squared her natal Mars and Pluto 
in Scorpio, and Amy was rudely awakened 
when she discovered her husband’s sexu-
al infidelity. She expressed fierce anger as 
she exposed his deceit, but this ended up 
being a huge evolutionary step forward for 
her. She got fed up with his lies and excus-
es, hired a lawyer, and served him papers. 
She told me, “I kicked him to the curb in a 
major way.” 

BOGART
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She has a natal Sun-Neptune conjunc-
tion, with Venus nearby suggesting she’s 
a notably idealistic, mystical, and magical 
person. Marked by the Neptune influence, 
she has repeatedly been a somewhat inno-
cent victim in relationships, being trusting, 
gullible, and compliant, and several times 
deceived and disillusioned. This Full Moon 
squaring Mars and Pluto signified the emer-
gent power and assertiveness to confront 
someone who hurt her; it brought a full 
venting of resentments between them 
and the realization of an irrevocable end-
ing (progressed Sun and Moon square 
Pluto). The betrayed wife became the brave 

heroine who acted to rescue herself and 
become the commander of her own fate. 

Around this time, Uranus transited 
into her 7th house, which showed change, 
liberation, freedom, creating distance, dif-
ferentiation from her husband; she was 
done being a victim. Transiting Uranus 
also opposed natal Mars and Pluto, fur-
ther activating these planets. And when 
she left her husband, she immediately got 
involved with a younger man, an I.T. genius, 
someone she considered to be exception-
al. This relationship happened really fast. 
All  her friends were shocked and couldn’t 
believe she left her husband and then, 
immediately shacked up with somebody 
new. Her first husband was devastated 
and said what she’d done was ruthless, 
that she was deliberately sticking it to him 
(Mars in Scorpio), and she couldn’t deny it. 
Mars in the 1st house means sometimes 
that we need to act in a way that benefits 

Amy has a natal 
Sun-Neptune  

conjunction, with  
Venus nearby  

suggesting she’s a  
notably idealistic, 

mystical, and  
magical person.

ASTROLOGYand RELATIONSHIP   
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When I spoke to her, transiting Mars-
Uranus had just reached conjunction in 
her 7th house, and the big shock in her 
marriage was that her husband Jake was 
recently diagnosed with terminal cancer. 
Since Uranus crossed her descendant two 
years earlier, she’d lost some friends and 
gained some new ones; she’d felt like she 
and Jake were growing apart and perhaps 
had outgrown each other, and she contem-
plated divorce. She had a sense that they 
were individuating from each other, but 
now that was playing out in a different way 
than expected, with Jake not expected to 
be alive much longer. 

Also, Neptune rules her 5th house and 
was transiting her 5th house in Pisces. I 
learned that for ten years her son Allan was 
a heroin addict, now a year in recovery. He 
was a lost soul but had recently undergone 
a spiritual awakening and gone into treat-
ment. This was a huge blessing for her as 
she devoted so much of her financial and 
feeling resources to his wellbeing. With natal 
Jupiter-Pluto in Virgo, she had a strong inter-
est in energy medicine and herbology and 
she was trying to teach her son how to draw 
energy from the earth and from food. 

At the time of our consultation, five 
planets were transiting Aquarius in Mary’s 
4th house and the whole family was pulling 
together around the crisis in Jake’s health, 
especially Allan, of whom she said, “He’s 
really there for us.” Mary was also experi-
encing the support of an extended friend 
family and clan group. Transiting Jupiter 
was coming into conjunction with her 
natal Moon, square Neptune. Her path for 
this year is to be a compassionate caregiv-
er, to feed and nurture Jake, to attend to 
him with devotion and selfless service, to 
soothe and comfort him. This was a choice-
less choice, born of necessity. She kept 
nearby an image of Kuan Yin, bodhisattva 
of compassion, and thought about her 
often, striving to be her instrument. 

During this 5-planet transit in her 4th 
house she reported that she’d been creat-
ing space outside for woodworking and she 
rearranged her art studio. Transiting Pluto 
was square Mercury-Saturn at her descen-
dant, and she found herself having frank 
and honest discussions with Jake about his 
condition, and his wishes. I mentioned that 
Pluto square Saturn can symbolize the feel-
ing of losing the elder who is the rock and 
stabilizing force of one’s life and the need 
to become, definitively, one’s own father, in 
charge of oneself and one’s destiny. Mary 
said, “Jake is actually 16 years older than me, 
and his imminent passing is like losing my 
father.” Mary also said that he’s very pragmat-
ic and straightforward, a practicing Buddhist, 
and that he’s been moving through this 
terminal diagnosis gracefully, to a place of 
acceptance, and without dramatizing it. 
Taking the situation more or less in stride, 
he’s exhibiting a high degree of maturi-
ty, and is an incredible teacher for Mary, 

 I mentioned that  
Pluto square Saturn 
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our best interests. And that’s what she did. 
This new couple recently set their mar-
riage date for this July, during the upcom-
ing August 2021 Venus-Mars conjunction 
in Leo. A Venus-Mars conjunction can 
be one of those beautiful moments when 
people are more likely to meet, connect, 
and pursue attractions. These conjunctions 
often mark a time for the birth of new 
relationships, and in Leo, potentially a 
time for celebrations. We’re blessed that 
through this knowledge we can anticipate 
such a joyous time. But the real value of 
astrology is that it illuminates not only the 
birth of love but also the many tests and 
challenges through which love is sustained 
over time. 

Vignette 4: Mary
Now, look at the chart of Mary, who 

has Sun-Venus conjunction and owns her 
own business as a hair designer. 
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who strives to match his level-headedness. 
Knowing this information about transit-
ing Pluto approaching the square to natal 
Saturn allows her to anticipate her next 
stage of development and maturation. She 
has begun to consider what the universe 
intends and calls forth from her in the face 
of adversity and death itself.

Less obvious is the fact that Mary’s 
natal Jupiter in the 11th house at 28 Virgo 
32 is about to be aspected by this year’s 
Saturn–Uranus square at 13 degrees of 
Aquarius and Taurus—both aspecting 
Jupiter by sesquiquadrate, which I said 
could deepen her interest in broader social 
and environmental issues regarding health 
(Jupiter in Virgo), particularly in trying to 
understand why do people develop cancer 
(Jupiter conjunct Pluto). She said this was 
already a primary focus and a cutting edge 
of her learning. 

It also occurred to me that she was 
experiencing transiting Pluto square Sun, 
Mercury, and Saturn in her 6th house, 
which is the 12th house from the husband 
7th house. She was witnessing her hus-
banding perfecting his own spirituality 
by letting go, surrendering control, and 
seeking peace and enlightenment and 
awareness of his true identity transcending 
the physical body, the mind, memory, and 
imagination. 

Note that I’m not focused on predict-
ing when Mary’s husband Jake will die. I am 
there with her in the moment, in the center 
of the spectrum of emotions we experience 
when we, or our loved ones, are facing 
existential threats. 

Vignette 5: Ellen
Look at the chart of Ellen, age 48, a 

divorced mother of two. With Sun sextile 
Jupiter in the 9th house of education, she 
has an administrative role in management 
of a large university. Her divorce occurred 
in the aftermath of a long transit of Pluto 
square her natal Mars-Uranus in Libra, the 
sign of marriage, which had unleashed 
much fury between Ellen and her husband 
Brian and a mutual desire for freedom and 
emancipation. As I further contemplated 
her chart, I noticed that many years ear-
lier she’d had a progressed Venus-Mars 
conjunction, during the early days of 
the marriage, so, I said this must have 
truly been a big love for her, a passionate 
romance. She and Brian truly loved each 
other. A transiting or progressed conjunc-
tion of Venus and Mars can be a wonderful 

time to find a loving and passionate union, 
but now she was on the other side of this. 

In relation to her recent divorce, I 
noted two relevant progressed aspects. 
Recently, in 2017–18, secondary pro-
gressed Mars was conjunct her descen-
dant. This corresponded to a time of 
constant arguing with Brian and the dis-
cordant conclusion of the marriage as they 
definitively separated. She said he had a 
drinking problem and was always angry. 
It was powerful for her to realize how the 
atmosphere of the marriage had shifted 
so radically under the heat of progressed 
Mars on the descendant.  Also, from 2015–

2019, Ellen had experienced progressed 
Sun opposite natal and progressed Saturn 
in the 2nd house. This span encompassed 
the period of alienation, separation, and 
divorce, when she had to get her financial 
house in order. I told her, “You kept the ship 
on course, created financial stability, did 
what you had to do; you held your univer-
sity job, maintained a good home for your 
sons, and that was a great accomplish-
ment.” She teared up, feeling validated by 
this comment, and said it was a great relief 
to hear this. Now that progressed Mars had 
moved away from her Descendant, she 
and Brian weren’t so angry with each other 
anymore and were becoming friends again. 
But she wasn’t interested in returning to 
him or finding another relationship, not 
now at least. She’d had that experience and 
now it was over. We observed that the pro-
gressed Sun would square Venus in 2024, 
three years hence, so maybe then she’d 
feel ready to meet someone and start over, Ellen
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It was powerful for 
Ellen to realize how 
the atmosphere of 

the marriage had 
shifted so radically 
under the heat of  

progressed Mars on 
the descendant. 

BOGART
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resuming a more relational focus. But that 
time was not now, and in this moment, she 
had other tasks and other interests. 

With progressed Moon in the last 
degrees of Pisces she’s experiencing lone-
liness and feeling her solitude intensely, 
as her teenage sons are increasingly 
self-sufficient and she’s wondering how 
to redirect energy from parenting. She’s 
devoting time to volunteerism, pitching in 
to help homeless people and local families 
in need. She feels drawn to solitude and 
spirituality with progressed Moon mov-
ing into her 12th house. And progressed 
Mercury is approaching conjunction with 
natal and progressed Neptune in her 7th 
house; she is seeking spiritual and intel-
lectual friendships and has been studying 
books on metaphysics, mysticism, and 
astrology with her best girlfriend, whom 
she views as her teacher. In this way, she’s 
following the path indicated by her planets 
to evolve herself through a new quality and 

focus of human relationship, less about 
passion and romanticism and more about 
spiritual companionship and development 
of the higher mind (Mercury-Neptune). 

Vignette 6: Louis
My next example is Louis, who was 

until recently a senior Vice President of a 
high-end fashion retail department store-
His natal Venus, dispositor of the Taurus 
Sun, is semi-square the Sun, square Saturn, 
square Moon and Mars, sextile Pluto and 
could even be viewed as widely conjunct 
Jupiter. He is a fashion expert and vision-
ary extraordinaire. From 2010–13 he had 
progressed Sun square Saturn in Aries in 
the 2nd house, and he moved into an exec-
utive position with huge responsibilities 
and a prodigious salary. He felt physically 
crushed by the long hours and the pres-
sure to meet corporate expectations of 
huge profits. 

A few years later, in 2016, he had pro-
gressed Sun square Mars in the 8th house 
of business and shared finances, credit 
and debt. He and his husband Randall 
became financially overextended, own-
ing two homes and paying mortgages on 

both properties. “We were spending tons of 
money.” He said Randall spent way too free-
ly on extravagant clothes, furnishings, and 
lavish catered parties. 

All of this was before Covid hit. Then 
unexpectedly, the company was sold in a 
corporate buyout and taken over by new 
management with whom Louis immedi-
ately clashed, and he decided to leave the 
company. Transiting Jupiter, Saturn, and 
Pluto were conjunct in Capricorn in his 
11th house, which represents the team, the 
organization, the corporation. He felt an 
immediate change in the company atmo-
sphere and management style (Saturn and 
Pluto in Capricorn), and he no longer saw a 
place for himself in the new hierarchy. The 
problem was, he and Randall were holding 
all this debt, which was a major stressor, 
something he needed to take action to 
address. And they were arguing constantly, 
especially when they drank a couple of bot-
tles of wine, which they did frequently. 

Transiting Mars went retrograde in 
Aries for several months, near natal Saturn 
at the 2nd house cusp, and opposite Moon 
and Mars in the 8th house. This was a con-
tentious time when some large credit card 
debts accumulated, and everyone was 
getting a little snippy. They considered 
breaking up. The progressed moon in Virgo 
was in his 7th house, and they were both 
expressing dissatisfaction with each other, 
and Randall suffered from severe digestive 
problems (progressed Moon in 7th house, 
conjunct Uranus and Pluto in Virgo). He’d 
undergone extensive diagnostic testing, 
which was so far inconclusive. I asked an 
innocent question, whether the digestive 
problems might be related to their intake 
of wine. Louis had Randall ask his physician 
about this. He reported back to me that 
they both decided to take a break from 
drinking for a while, changing their lifestyle 
(Virgo); they did it together (7th house) and 
within a few weeks Randall was starting to 
feel better. 

Then, prepped about the upcoming 
Jupiter-Saturn conjunction in December 
2020, which would oppose Louis’s natal 
Jupiter, ruler of his 10th house, making this 
a possibly auspicious moment, Louis car-
ried out a plan to return to the company 
headquarters and he successfully pitched 
a bold product line and marketing strate-
gy and was in the process of being rehired 
as a part-time consultant. Contemplating 
transiting Jupiter and Saturn entering his 
12th house in Aquarius, I told Louis, “My 
vision for you is that you launch a fashion 
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BOGART
line that blazes a fresh trail in the industry, 
you sell this idea, then you step back into 
the background (12th house), let other 
people execute the plan, and you collect 
residuals in perpetuity.” He laughed and 
said, “That’s precisely what I plan to do, 
that’s the exact course of action I’m pursu-
ing.” As transiting Uranus turned stationary 
direct conjunct natal north node in Taurus, 
money started to flow again, right when 
he really needed it. This series of events 
strengthened his inner faith and trust in 
the universe, which is one of the great les-
sons of the 12th house. 

This article described several examples 
of how an astrologer works to understand 
the dynamics of human interactions, 
encompassing spousal, parent-child, 
sibling, and employer-employee relation-
ships. Rather than emphasizing synastry 
(chart comparison) and composite charts, 

I’ve focused on delineating the individual 
charts and the challenges and tasks each 
person is facing as a means to heal and 
harmonize relationships. These exam-
ples illustrate the power astrology has to 
transform consciousness and behavior in 
the relational sphere, enhancing our lives 
in the home and workplace.

Greg Bogart PhD is a Bay Area astrologer 
and licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, 
whose practice focuses on holistic treatment 
of depression. Greg teaches at Sonoma State 
University, offering courses on myth, dreams, 
depth psychology, and yoga psychology. His book 
Therapeutic Astrology: Using the Birth Chart 
in Psychotherapy and Spiritual Counseling was 
expanded and republished as Planets in Therapy: 
Predictive Technique and the Art of Counseling. 
He’s also the author of Astrology’s Higher 
Octaves; Astrology and Spiritual Awakening; 
and Astrology and Meditation: The Fearless 
Contemplation of Change. www.dawnmoun-
tain.com. gbogart7@sbcglobal.net.
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Next, we see a Libra Moon at the MC. 
The symbolism of the counselor shines 
forth! Therapists need to have strong con-
necting, relational aspects in their charts, 
and a Libran Moon exemplifies these qual-
ities. Through his work, his lunar instincts 
have found a natural expression in nurtur-
ing the relational lives of others. This is his 
worldly mission and gift to the community. 
This Sun/Moon blend finds quite a literal 
expression in sex therapy. 

Sex therapy is intrinsically radical and 
did not exist before the work of Masters 
and Johnson. Again, we find resonance in 
Ian’s chart. He was born in the middle 60s, 
and so the cultural and sexual revolution 
of that era is also a piece of his soul.  His 
chart contains an almost perfect conjunc-
tion of Uranus/Pluto in the ninth house in 
trine to Sun/Mars/Ceres in the fifth. This is 
an earthy and radical soul. These configura-

M uch has been made of the seven- 
year transit of Uranus in Taurus 
regarding its potential for shake 

ups in the financial markets. But what about 
the other side of this transit, that of Eros and 
our relationship with the body? I think it 
deserves at least as much consideration. 

In the divine mind of the zodiac, Taurus 
is the earthy embodied aspect of Eros itself! 
Ruled by Venus, Taurus represents the most 
purely earthy and sensual expression of 
Venus, the Goddess of Love. Our capacity 
for sexual pleasure is our birthright as 
embodied humans. Let’s be inspired by the 
potentials of Uranus in Taurus to be awak-
ened into the sacred physical.  

In this article, I’d like to explore the 
birth chart of sex therapist Dr Ian Kerner, 
whose Sun sign, not so coincidentally, is 
Taurus. Dr. Kerner works with all flavors of 
sexual relationships and is known for his 
groundbreaking work She Comes First, and 
more recently, for So Tell Me About the Last 
Time You Had Sex. His focus is on empow-
ering all couples to open to this potent 
energy in our lives. As he says, quoting 
from the Upanishads, “We are told that the 
energy that supports all creation manifests as 
the warmth that arises when we are touched”. 
What a beautiful statement, and how 
essentially Taurean in spirit.

 From the perspective of his cultural 
contribution in the area of sexuality, his 
chart contains a wealth of resonant symbol-
ism. First, we see a powerful conjunction of 
Sun/Mars/Ceres in Taurus in the fifth house.  
This indicates that embodied sensual plea-
sure is at the core of his identity; a naturally 
bold and sensual eroticism. 

As the Sun’s natural house, the fifth is 
the house of self-expression, love affairs, 
children, play and pleasures of all kinds. 
But Steven Forrest has perhaps the most 
profound understanding of the fifth house 
from an evolutionary perspective. He 

notes that life experiences can harden us 
and shut us down. Existence on planet 
Earth has always contained a great deal of 
struggle and adversity, with its history of 
violence and cruelty. Forrest asserts that 
to come into this life with a powerful fifth 
house means that pleasure is restorative to 
the soul, and a necessary method of heal-
ing. The importance of pleasure should not 
be trivialized. And while all aspects of sexu-
ality are sensationalized in our culture, it is 
ironically also trivialized. We do not live in a 
sex positive world, and those who dare to 
speak and write about it are trafficking in 
taboo areas. 

Eros Rising,  
Sex Therapy and 
Uranus in Taurus

by Andrea Conlon 
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 From the perspective 
of Kerner's cultural  
contribution in the 

area of sexuality, 
his chart contains a 
wealth of resonant 

symbolism.
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tions indicate an innate harmony and flow 
between the philosophy of the sexual rev-
olution and his fifth house inner process. 
Uranus and Pluto are of course in Virgo, so 
there is a strongly service oriented dimen-
sion to Ian’s life as well. 

Ian has endeared himself to men and 
women with his first book She Comes First, a 
manual on cunnilingus but more generally 
promotes the importance of women’s sex-
ual pleasure and discusses how a woman’s 
partner can participate more intimately in 
it. In that book, he reveals himself as a fem-
inist man who cares about women’s sexual 
pleasure and ‘the orgasm gap’ between 
men and women. Published in 2004, the 
book continues to sell to young and old 
alike. ‘Cliteracy’, and more accurately ‘ill 
cliteracy’, a term Ian coined, are important 
concepts in the field of sexuality today. His 
new book, So Tell Me About the Last Time 
You Had Sex, represents his mature work as 
a sex therapist, and offers helpful practices 
for couples.

 There is a pleasure prohibition in our 
culture. While sex appears everywhere in 
media, entertainment, and advertising, the 
deeper reality is that we don’t talk about 
it, but rather treat it as abnormal. This is a 
natural outgrowth of growing up in fami-
lies where sex seemed not to exist or was 
actively shamed. To understand the origin 
of our society’s sexual suppression, we 
need look no further than religion’s long 

history of shaming the body. In Liz Greene’s 
essay on Mars titled ‘Thugs and Warriors’ 
she writes, “Christianity has a lot to answer 
for in terms of distorting the expression of 
Mars, although the church itself has a long 
history of violent Martial behavior.” But this 
is pervasive in most other cultures and reli-
gions as well.

Both Ian’s Sun and Moon are ruled by 
Venus, which carries enormous importance. 
It is a particularly complex Venus indeed 
—in Pisces conjunct Saturn and Chiron! This 
is the signature of a wounded healer, which 
could manifest in various ways. Ian has been 
open about his own history of sexual issues 

which led him into the field. One could 
also speculate that the parental marriage 
was fraught with difficulty and had a deep 
impact on him. Ironically, it almost seems a 
prerequisite for a relationship therapist to 
have complex and difficult aspects to Venus. 

The Virgo/ Pisces axis is one of service. 
On the high end, Venus in Pisces has innate 
qualities of compassion and devotion. The 
added complexity of Venus conjunct Saturn 
and Chiron symbolize the need to wres-
tle with the relational pain in our human 
condition, and the pain of wounded trust.  
For this kind of person, the suffering in 
the human collective cannot be ignored. 
The Saturn/Chiron conjunction in Pisces 
symbolizes a profound spiritual wound to 
humankind. Indeed, is not the shaming and 
debasement of our sexuality one of the most 
egregious wounds we all carry? It is a spiritu-
al service to help people with their sex lives 
because sex is a sacred energy. 

The Venus/Saturn/Chiron conjunc-
tion falls in the third house of learning, 
speaking, writing, and teaching, which Ian 
embodies as a sex educator and writer, as 
well as a psychotherapist. He compassion-
ately engages with others to dispel sexual 
ignorance and repair damaged love lives. 
His unique voice brings humor and playful-
ness to the serious topic of our sexual anx-
ieties. You might find yourself laughing out 
loud reading his work. 

Sagittarius is the Ascendant in this 
chart, which promotes his bold and confi-
dent outreach into the world. Sagittarius’s 
ruling planet, Jupiter, describes how we seek 
higher meaning. Here Jupiter in Gemini in 
the seventh house of relationships symboliz-
es an engaged and questing spirit, a quality 
that is readily seen in Ian’s work. He thrives 
on dialogue with a diversity of people. In 
particular, he is comfortable with and sup-
portive of sexual diversity. Therapists are 
taught to ‘be curious’ about their clients and 
their patterns, and with Ian this quality of 
curiosity comes as second nature.  

The last piece of Ian’s chart I’d like to 
focus on are the Nodes of the Moon. In a 
broad sense, the Nodes of the Moon rep-
resent our path of destiny (Rudhyar). One 
of my wise mentors said that the entire 
chart funnels into the nodes! Who were you 
before you were in this body? The South 
Node reveals traces brought over from the 
karmic past. It is the royal road to under-
standing anyone’s unresolved karma, and 
the wounding experiences that seek resolu-
tion (Forrest).  

There is a pleasure  
prohibition in our  
culture. While sex  

appears everywhere in 
media, entertainment, 

and advertising, the 
deeper reality is that 

we don’t talk about it, 
but rather treat  

it as abnormal.
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In Ian’s chart, the South Node lies 
in Scorpio, the sign of sex in the twelfth 
house, conjunct Neptune and in trine to 
the stellium in Pisces. Again, we see such 
powerful archetypal symbolism for a sex 
therapist. Scorpio is the sign that traffics 
with the taboo, the extreme, the edgy – 
unlike Taurus’ need for grounded simplicity. 
It seems spot on with work involving the 
taboo topic of sex. Ian identifies with being 
a sexual detective, sleuthing out the deeper 
underlying issues in the sex lives of the peo-
ple he works with. Thus we see both sides of 
the Taurus/Scorpio axis in Ian’s chart and life. 

One of the hallmarks of Ian’s work is 
‘psychogenic arousal’, or the role that fanta-
sy can play in sexual arousal. With Neptune, 
the planet of imagination, in the passion-
ate sign of Scorpio and in trine to Venus in 
Pisces, it would be hard to come up with 
an astrological signature more suited to 
sexual fantasy. One senses a frustration in 
him and his writings that this area does 
not come easily to his patients. If I were his 
astrologer, I’d counsel him to be patient 
with those of us who don’t have this natu-
ral imaginative capacity.  

This configuration in Ian’s chart sug-
gests an interesting idea; in addition to the 
unabashed sensuality reflected there, a 
deep sensitivity and soulfulness come out 
in his work with his Neptune trine Venus/
Saturn/Chiron in Pisces. The Neptune in 
Scorpio cohort naturally links trance states 

and sexual passion. But here, Neptune is 
connected to a South Node in the twelfth 
house, which suggests some kind of pro-
found loss of self. Perhaps it symbolizes a 
past life where someone of a passionate 
nature was in a setting where the sacrifice 
of sexuality was required - like a monastery. 
The Pluto rulership of the South Node in the 
ninth house of religion, in Virgo, is also con-
sistent with this possibility. Of course, any 
planetary placement can be read on many 
levels, almost like a dream. This is the case 
with Pluto in the ninth house. It represents 
both Ian’s current philosophical lens, and the 
wounding from his karmic past.

Continuing with this idea of Kerner’s 
life path and soul work, we can bring in 
other threads. Although the surface of 
the chart and identity is the Sun sign of 
Taurus, underneath in the deep river of soul 
is Scorpio, the sign that is known for its 
passion and intensity. Scorpio’s intensity is 
driven by the need to bond deeply, and for 
emotional truth. As a sex therapist, we can 
see Ian as the shaman who guides others 
in retrieving a piece of their sexual soul. 
The Taurus/Scorpio axis is such a rich part 
of this chart, and integrating this axis is his 
evolutionary path.  

Two final points about the South 
Node… That it is conjunct Neptune in 
Scorpio indicates mystical and occult experi-
ence and being in the twelfth house, shows 
a wisdom that is born of loss. With this in 
mind, I would say that Ian is healing an old 
karmic wound around sexuality, while tak-
ing us all with him on the healing journey of 
reclaiming our own capacity for sexual plea-
sure. He advocates for all of us. While many 
might be satisfied with only psychological 
or scientific explanations for sexual dysfunc-
tion, we perhaps shouldn’t be so quick to 
ignore the karmic and past life traumas that 

are key factors a person is working through 
in this life. The nodal axis provides the psy-
chic fuel for who we are today. 

Then there is the North Node, which 
symbolizes our most important and press-
ing focus for soul growth. Ian’s North Node 
lies in Taurus in the sixth house of service 
and mentoring. At the conclusion of his 
recently published book, Ian writes that he 
hopes to be a sexual mentor to others as 
he had hoped for a sexual mentor when 
he needed one as a younger man. Ian has 
stated in interviews that one of the great-
est compliments he can receive is getting 
emails from parents that they bought She 
Comes First for a son or daughter. He is liv-
ing his dharma, which is to be in practical 
service to others through the sixth house 
north node in Taurus. 

These are some of the core themes 
in Dr Kerner’s chart. He is a respected 
authority in the field of sexuality. Many will 
appreciate the naturalness with which he 
writes and speaks about sex, as well as his 
regard for the sexual pleasure of women. 
It’s not that he has discovered sex, but that 
he has remembered it - which too many of 
us have forgotten or neglected. His work is 
a significant contribution to the collective 
shift toward a more open and healthy rela-
tionship to our sexuality which lies at the 
very core of our humanity. 

In conclusion, Ian’s life and chart are a 
beautiful example of the embodiment of 
transiting Uranus in Taurus. Uranus excites, 
awakens, and liberates, while also disrupting 
old forms. This is the part of Uranian ener-
gy most of us resist, and which can be so 
fearsome. The transit through Taurus, one of 
the key zodiacal signs of Eros, potentiates a 
renewed relationship with love, desire, and 
pleasure. As Ian has said, there are many 
paths to pleasure. Perhaps we can find 
some new ones with the passage of Uranus 
through Taurus. With Ian and others pointing 
the way, it could even be a lot of fun. 

“With life as short as a half-taken breath, 
don’t plant anything but love”

— Rumi

Andrea Conlon LICSW is an astrologer and psy-
chotherapist in private practice in Port Townsend, 
WA. She holds a master’s degree in social work 
from Arizona State University and has studied with 
Steven Forrest in his Apprenticeship Program since 
2001. She studied Jungian psychology at the North 
Pacific Institute of Analytical Psychology.  She offers 
astrologically informed therapy and consultation, 
and considers the integration of these to be her 
life’s work. Website: www.andreaconlon.com   
Email: andreaconlon@msn.com
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These core beliefs are like “intrapsy-
chic stories” which one totally believes in, 
becoming a self-fulfilling prophecy for the 
reason that what one believes to be true 
inside ends up being true in the outside 
world. The intrapsychic story becomes real-
ity. This continuous repetition of patterns 
leads to a lack of renovation and conse-
quent psychic impoverishment.

Thus, complexes are groups of uncon-
scious ideas associated with events or 
particular experiences and loaded with 

emotional charge. The more intense a 
complex, the greater the emotion and ten-
dency to action.

Such “Autonomous Centers” or “Core 
Beliefs” are reinforced by environmental 
events and happen through our interaction 
with others. 

Complexes result from the “clash 
between a demand for adaptation and the 
special and inappropriate constitution of the 
individual to meet this requirement.” ( Jung )

“Complexes, like planetary fate, are 
negotiable, in their level of expression if 
not in their essence”   
   C. G. JUNG

Introduction
In this article, I will explore the idea 

and power of “complexes” proposed by 
Swiss psychiatrist and psychoanalyst, Carl 
Gustav Jung (1875-1961), and relate them 
to astrological factors that can be observed 
in the birth chart.  

Astrology and Jung’s Analytical 
Psychology are intertwined more than 
one might think and possible correlations 
between them give us an in-depth analysis 
that enriches our understanding of both 
bodies of knowledge. 

Jung created some of the best known 
and widely employed psychological 
concepts that inform our current under-
standing of the field of psychology includ-
ing synchronicity, archetypal phenomena, 
the collective unconscious, individuation, 
anima and animus, Self, persona, shad-
ow, extraversion and introversion, and the 
psychological complexes that will be our 
focus in this article.

Psychological Complexes
We will begin exploring key elements 

in Jung’s theory of complexes to bring 
more light to the astrological chart analysis 
that follows.

According to Jung, “When an inner 
situation is not made conscious, it appears 
outside as fate”.  Our unconscious inner 
compulsions form the complexes that can 
be marked in the natal horoscope.

He realized there are disturbances in 
consciousness that appear regardless of 
one’s rational understanding and came to 
understand that the psyche is composed of 
many centers, which he called “Autonomous 
Centers of Complexes”. These centers are highly 
charged, possessing a strong energy of their 
own and creating their own core beliefs. 

The healthy  
expession of the Self 
should be “the boss” 

 in our lives.

The healthy expession of the Self 
should be “the boss” in our lives.

Unfortunately, what we often see in 
chart readings is the opposite: we see 
complexes taking over and “vampirizing” 
the charts.

Projections
A complex, when unconscious and 

in disagreement with the Ego, tends to be 
projected upon the outside world on the 
relationships. 

As something not integrated, a com-
plex is easily projected onto another person 
and thereby, one develops a relationship 
with the projected complex, and not with 
the real person, in a way that these process-
es can go on continuously and indefinitely.

The resolution would be to bring these 
unconscious contents into consciousness, 
not in a  strictly rational way, but at the emo-
tional level,  or by acccesing the comprehen-
sion of their meaning, then allowing all the 
unconscious connections to be activated 
along with the corresponding emotion. 

If we achieve this challenging task, 
bringing the shadow to the light of con-
sciousness, then they can become an enrich-
ing source of creative energy for our process 
of individuation, allowing personal growth. 

Integrating complexes means to bring 
these impulses back inside, realizing they 
belong to one’s Self and not to somebody 
else in the outside world.

Relationships
Relationships of all kinds are frequent-

ly mixed with projections in a way that one 
does not know what belongs to him/her or 
to the other one.

In psychoanalytical circles, much has 
been said about “otherness” or “alterity”. Much 
more than a concept, alterity refers to a prac-
tice consisting basically in putting yourself in 
someone’s shoes, trying to understand the 

Endnotes

Jung’s Complexes 
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other one’s underlying pain and suffering; but 
more than that,  it means especially refraining 
from projecting and being able to see the 
other one as he/she really is.

Alterity refers not only to according 
individual respect but also to recognizing 
that different cultures or ways of living exist 
and deserve respect. Examples of alterity 
include respect for political, religious and 
sexual ideologies; harmonious interaction 
in the work environment with people of 
different nationalities (tolerance); healthy 
discussion to resolve a given conflict.

This more conscious mode of interact-
ing is easier said than done because projec-
tions can readily obscure the picture. That 
means that one’s possible feelings in the 
shadow — like anger, jealousy, and compet-
itiveness — are usually projected in a way 
that the other ones are seen as depreciat-
ed, or as flawed somethings that should be 
rejected. Our own “bad” feelings are expelled 
and the other, different one becomes the 
unconscious chosen receptacle.

Sometimes, the projections are posi-
tive ones where we disown positive aspects 
of ourselves and invest others as holding 
them, then creating those others as invalu-
able reflections of what we are not owning 
in ourselves.

Astrology
In a chart, we can also see the pres-

ence of the complexes as described by Jung 
through the chart networking, or in other 
words, through the relationship among all 
the planets, asteroids and other points.

The symbols of our archetypal 
processes are interconnected forming 
complexes in a given chart, but we can find 
them more usually in some of the following 
astrological configurations:

• Stelliums
•  Yods and/or Yod focal planets
•  T-Squares and/or T-Square focal 

planets
• Planets receiving several hard 

aspects 
• Unaspected Planets
• Retrograde Planets
• Planets in 4th, 8th and 12th 

houses

When we have any of these particular 
configurations mentioned above, we can 
presume we will find an unconscious 
complex there, if one did not take any 

steps towards self-knowledge or towards 
bringing light to such a conflict.

As we saw earlier, these complexes are 
groups of unconscious ideas associated 
with events or particular experiences, 
reinforced by environmental events, and 
are solidified through our interaction 
with others. 

So, when an astrologer is analyzing a 
client’s chart and finds one or more of the 
configurations mentioned above, if he/she 
has in mind the theory of the complexes, 
he may have an in-depth comprehension 
of what is going on inside the client’s psy-
che. An underlying networking functioning 
as core beliefs and possibly vampirizing the 
whole chart.

The same applies to planets in the 
houses: 4th, 7th, 8th and 12th. The 7th 
house is about what we unconsciously 
project in close relationships with our 
partners and spouses, so the  perfect envi-
ronment for projections.

Chart Example — client
In this chart we can see that:
“Whenever a complex is in disagreement 

with the Ego, it tends to be projected upon 
the outside world on the relationships, result-

ing in projective and introjective intercon-
nection processes and forming self-fulfilling 
prophecies.”: 

FEMALE CHART, AA
This is the chart of one of my clients, 

a woman in her early fifities - tall, blonde, 
elegant and thin, working in the medical 
profession. 

Her case was very unusual and it was a 
challenging consultation, but it is an excellent 
and vivid example of a complex being pro-
jected in relationships marked by a T-Square 
being activated and then projected.

Her main complaint was that she felt 
very lonely and that all her previous rela-
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tionships in life had failed, but she could not 
understand why since she always tried to be 
a good person. She could not see any con-
nections with unconscious parts of herself.

For the purpose of this analysis, we 
will focus only on the T-Square involving 
the opposition of Mars to Moon/Saturn 
conjunction plus the T-Square focal plan-
ets Sun/Neptune squaring both - a strong 
complex existing there. 

So, how can a person deal with such a 
T-Square/Complex? 

A usual projective mechanism in 
T-Squares is to keep one of its sides in 
consciousness, in one’s Ego, and project 
the other — the rejected and unnacept-
able side — onto the outside world as 
something not belonging to oneself. 

So, in this case, let's see how she 
expelled one of her sides.

She came to see me twice. In the first 
session, when I was beginning to explore 
her Moon/Saturn conjunction, after some 
time she ended up saying that in her 
childhood she had gotten beaten up by her 
mother every single day, with no excep-
tions. If for some reason, on a particular 
day, she had not gotten beaten up, she had 
the feeling that something was wrong!

She had been married but was now 
divorced, and had given birth to three 
children in this marriage, all young 
adults now — but all of them currently 
with mental issues.

She described her ex-husband as a 
truculent man who used to beat her up 
frequently for no apparent reason. She had 
a recent ex-boyfriend and, guess what, he 
suddenly began to become very rude, also 
for no apparent reason, which led her to 
break up with him.

She seemed to me a very sweet and 
tender person. 

What alerted my attention was how 
she described this horror show very calm-
ly without showing pain — apparently with 
no connection to the underlying emotion. 
That seemed to me more like a denial or an 
unhealthy emotional detachment. 

When she mentioned that she had 
gotten beaten up by her mother, she even 
laughed and said she could totally forgive 
her and that she could understand all her 
mom’s issues, which she mentioned only 
because I was asking questions trying to 
understand that Moon/Saturn dynamic. 
She could forgive not only her mother’s 
issues, but that she was also able to forgive 
anything or anybody. 

She only managed to separate from her 
violent husband after her father’s interfer-
ence, because in a discussion her husband 
had pointed a gun to her father!

She was also deeply involved with 
spirituality, following Osho’s sect at that 
time. Spirituality itself is good and nec-
essary, of course, but the problem here 
is the use she was making of it, using the 
spiritual conceptualization to bypass her 
emotional issues.

After I had inquired about different 
areas of her life, it seemed to me that she 
was absolutely ignoring her children’s men-
tal problems and was also very negligent 
with her profession.

So, this is how it was in the first time: 
she talked and explained to me all these 
horror show facts of her life in this calm and 
detached way, like a semi-goddess who is 
above all human issues. 

She talked incessantly, her Mercury 
functioning in a primitive, impulse dis-
charge kind of way, and it was difficult for 
me to get her to listen. 

At a certain point, I stopped her to 
make her listen to me for a while.

Well, it does not take long for us to 
conclude that she was projecting her Mars 
onto the outside world and not integrating 
it in her consciousness. It was as if planet 
Mars simply did not belong to that chart. 

Her mother lived that Mars for her in 
the first place, then her husband, and then 
the recent boyfriend. 

The only side belonging to her was 
the radiant, sweet, spiritual Sun/Neptune 
conjunction! The Moon/Saturn frustrations 
she could feel either. 

Ego-Self Axis and the Sun
The goal of the Ego is to make possible 

the accomplishment of the Id’s impulses 
(unconscious) onto the external world. 

The Ego is a mediator between the out-
side and the inner world, trying to maintain 
a harmonic balance between the two sides.

The Ego may also act to block irrational, 
immoral or unacceptable actions of the Id, 
what Freud called anti-cathexis or counter- 
cathexis, suppressing them in a “disguised” 
way  through the defense mechanisms. 

The Ego is governed by the Reality 
Principle. According to Freud, this Reality 
Principle is absolutely important to provide 
a delay of impulse satisfaction by taking 
into account the outside world reality, seek-
ing therefore a maximum of inner pleasure 
and a minimum of negative consequences 
in one’s actions in the reality.

To succeed in this endeavor, the Ego 
needs to have a compromise with both 
sides all the time, developing fundamental 
psychic functions, such as:

• planning
• reasoning
• waiting
• attention
• memory
• voluntary control of actions

The Ego always acts under pressure 
from the Id on one hand, and from the 
Superego on the other hand, being respon-
sible for the balance between the desires 
released by the Id, which seek only for a 
discharge and the limitations released by 
the Superego, the reality. 

It is what regulates actions and reac-
tions making life in society possible for an 
individual.

In our astrological language, the 
Ego-Self is what corresponds, to the func-
tions of the Sun. 

So, the Sun/Ego-Self is what may give 
strength to a personality by being able to 
mediate the Id’s impulses and adapt them 
to reality, even if they do not make any 
aspects to the Sun in a given chart.

The Sun in a chart should be able to 
develop the following functions of:

• planning
• reasoning
• waiting
• attention
• memory
• voluntary control of actions

The Reality Principle  
provides a delay  

of impulse  
satisfaction by  

taking into account 
the outside world  

reality, seeking  
therefore a maximum 
of inner pleasure and 

a minimum of negative 
consequences in one’s 
actions in the reality.
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And also, to mediate the Id’s impulses.
In our example chart, the Sun makes a 

conjunction with Neptune and both are the 
focal planets of a T-Square, receiving all the 
tension from both sides. 

If the energies of a focal planet are not 
integrated in one’s mind, there are usually  
three unresourceful ways out.

• projection
• repression of the energy (since 

it’s overwhelming for the 
individual)

• no control of the energy (prim-
itive functioning = discharge 
of energy) 

So, let’s explore more closely some 
possible outcomes of this T-Square/Complex 
in the chart example:

Sun/Neptune conjunction:
• No assertiveness
• Self-idealization: unconditional 

forgiveness, never ever having bad 
feelings towards her mother or any-
one else; she was above human low 

impulses, although always suffering 
the consequences

• The victmization was another expres-
sion of this Sun/Neptune conjunction, 
so she was always in a situation of 
being hurt and emotionally abused, as 
if she deserved that treatment

• The need for a deep merge in the 
relationships with no boundaries or 
discrimination; no capacity of a distant 
perspective

• Defense mechanisms such as evasion, 
reactive formation, projection, regression, 
denial, all these taking control of the 
psyche to disguise the painful reality 

• Neptune took over her Sun and her 
capacity of discrimination (no Ego 
function), leading to escapisms and 
to other dimensions through spiritual 
searchings and no grounding

Mars projection:
• She was totally deprived of her assertive 

impulses and energy since they were not 
integrated in her conscious Ego

• Defense mechanism denying her 
aggressive impulses (Mars), made 
them not disappear as magic, but 

instead were projected and the outside 
world played them in her place 

Moon Saturn conjunction:
• Self-depreciation and low self-esteem; 

she felt as if she deserved to be treat-
ed that way

• Self-injury taking the place of all the 
aggressions she suffered

• Aquarius Moon manifesting as 
the defense mechanism known as 
detachment 

Complexes or Intrapsychic 
Unconscious “Stories” 

We saw above that these “Core 
Beliefs” are like “Intrapsychic Stories” in 
which one totally believes, and which 
become self-fulfilling prophecies that man-
ifest in the outside world — as in these 
examples with her:

“I’ll try to play Mrs. Perfect or to be like ’a 
saint’ in order to make Mom love me and not 
get beaten up anymore.” (Moon/Neptune)

“Mom beats me because she doesn’t like 
me.” (Moon/Saturn)

“Deep inside I have a feeling it’s all my 
fault.” (Sun/Neptune, Moon/Saturn) 
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“Mom has her reasons to act this way, 
she herself has suffered a lot in her own life.” 
(Moon/Neptune)

“Life is all about suffering.” (Sun/Neptune)
“I can forgive it all because deep inside 

I know I am a superior human being.” (Sun/
Neptune, Mars projection — self-idealization)

The discussion here is not about 
forgiveness or about spirituality, because 
intrinsically, these are good and healthy 
functions, and true forgiveness is the ulti-
mate resolution. However, in this case, 
she skipped steps towards the resolution 
and individuation process by jumping into 
defensive mechanisms and escapisms. 

Some of these core beliefs above were 
actually mentioned by her in the astrological 
session, but with pathological detachment 
and little awareness of their significance; 
what we can see is that they ended up 
becoming true facts causing so many prob-
lems and maladaptations.

Her Mars was clearly and repeatedly 
projected onto the outside world. Even with 
all her kindness, it is incredible to see that 
she triggered violent situations and seemed 
to have no awareness or control over them. 
In her opinion, they just happened!

Resolution or Possible Integration:
We also saw above that the resolution 

for such a conflict (complex) is not to avoid 

Some of her 
 core beliefs above 

were actually  
mentioned by her in 

the astrological  
session, but with  

pathological  
detachment and 

little awareness of 
their significance; 

what we can see is 
that they ended up 

becoming true facts 
causing so many  

problems and  
maladaptations.

or deny the negative impulses, but instead 
to incorporate and integrate these uncon-
scious contents into consciousness, not in 
a cerebral way, but at the emotional level, 
accepting the difficult task of facing them.

Through this process of accepting 
such rejected forces, one can feel the deep 
inherent pain, but finally face them,  and 
THEN as a last step in the psychological 
process, reach the final forgiveness and 
transcend it all. 

Skipping parts of the process definite-
ly is not the way out. 

So, part of the resolution process 
could be some change in the intrapsychic 
“stories” such as: 

“What they are doing to me hurts and 
makes me very angry” (Mars integration)

“I realize I have to face this difficult situa-
tion and express my feelings to make it stop.”  
(Mars integration)

“I understand my mother has her own 
problems, but I also understand it has noth-
ing to do with me and being born was not 
my fault, in the first place” (Sun/Neptune, 
Moon/Saturn) 

Our second session was much better. 
It happened one year after the first one. I 
could notice she was different, she was not 
talking so much anymore, with so much 
anxiety, only as a discharge as it happened 
in the first one.

 She was under a psychotherapy pro-
cess and was much more receptive to an 
in-depth analysis and said that the chart 
reading had had a strong impact on her.

She was listening more closely to all 
that was being said and was participative, 
taking an active role in the session. She was 
definitely not that same detached person 
of the previous year. 

We had the chance to explore all 
these issues more deeply, particularly this 

projected and denied Mars, and how the 
outside world was representing all her 
repressed anger.

It seemed to me she was beginning to 
have deep insights of what was going on 
inside of her, that the violence had much 
to do with her. It was almost like waking up 
from a dream.

In our talk, she was able realize the 
patterns in her, not blaming herself in an 
accusative way, but with much care and 
attention from a vulnerable part of herself. 
 
Conclusion 

For the purpose of this article, I high-
lighted only the analysis of a particular 
T-Square in order to show the correlations 
with the concept of Jung’s complexes, but, 
of course, there is a far more to be said 
about the totality of the chart.

This was a special client, with intense 
and violent events happening throughout 
her life that were holding her life like a 
drifting boat.

We were able approach this strong com-
plex in an effective way, with the recognition 
of what was going on in a way they should 
cease in her life, especially the Mars energies 
being projected in her relationships.

This is a clear example of how a chart 
reading can bring insights and help people 
through the activation of unconscious pat-
terns – complexes — never touched before. 

The real benefit of an astrological 
session lies in facilitating this connection 
of our clients’ complexes into their con-
sciousness. Because it is possible, as Jung 
wrote, to turn an “unconscious complex into 
an enriching source of creative energy for the 
achievement of the process of individuation 
and personal growth.” 
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7th house ruling planet means that there is 
a connection. Of course, the quality of the 
connection needs be determined. Ideally, 
you want this connection to work both 
ways, that is, Person B’s planet connects 
with Person A’s seventh house ruling planet 
as well. Essentially, these aspects mean that 
on some level, oftentimes unconscious, 
there is a sympathetic response to what 
the other person is seeking or needing 
in partnership situations. One might feel 
curiosity, annoyance, affection, or at least 
an interest in engaging or exploring the 
relationship further.

Once we thoroughly assess the qual-
ity of the contact, that will give us further 
information as to whether the contact 
will be more harmonious or challenging. 
When I use the word challenging, I am also 
referring to the stimulation to perceive 
something new about ourselves, the other, 
or the ways in which we engage with each 
other. Essentially, stimulating aspects such 
as conjunctions, oppositions, or squares are 
not necessarily “bad.” These contacts, espe-
cially in the aspect I’m describing, can be 
exciting, inviting us to grow in perception 
and understanding.

Note as well, that I’m discussing one 
point in a larger analysis of many synastry 
connections between two people in rela-
tionship. A full delineation between two 
charts includes many interlocking connec-
tions. Eventually, one needs to weigh the 
aspects that promote harmony and those 
that denote conflict or challenge to arrive 
at an astrological conclusion as to the 
potential success of the relationship. Add 
to that another point about successful 
relationships — one person’s success is 

nections between two individual charts in a 
variety of types of relationships.

To be clear, today’s discussion focuses 
only on the planet ruling the sign on the 
House 7 cusp of the individual chart and 
how another individual’s planet(s) connect 
to that House 7 ruler. Setting the parame-
ters, let me first say that any aspect from 
person A’s planet to the ruler of person B’s 

S ynastry (definition: Syn – with, astry - 
the stars) is the astrological term for 
comparing one individual’s chart with 

that of another. I am referring here to any 
type of relationship for analysis and delin-
eation, not simply romantic ones – parents 
and children, siblings, employer/employee, 
co-workers, etc. In fact, clients often 
request a synastry analysis with a pet.

As you might know (or not know) 
there are many ways that any two individ-
ual charts connect with one another and 
synastry is one of the most exciting and 
popular studies in astrology. Clients most 
frequently want astrological understanding 
of their key relationships. As a human race, 
we are all interested in understanding the 
nature of our relationships; it’s an ongoing 
and inevitable activity or obsession! 

If you’ve been studying astrology for 
any length of time, you’ve already heard 
of some of the typical ways that individ-
uals connect via their astrological charts. 
For instance, some of the most popular 
connections are Person A’s Sun is conjunct 
person B’s Moon. Or person A’s Mars is con-
junct person B’s Venus. These are examples 
of some of the more well-known aspects 
between two charts. These aspects are 
most often cited in relationship books, 
courses, and lectures as potent, vibrant. 
and important ones. It’s true these ener-
gies can register very strongly between 
two people. And yet, there are many more 
connections, some much more subtle, that 
draw two people together, and both peo-
ple in the relationships will feel the pulse of 
the energy radiating between them. How 
and why, we might connect with another 
human being is as complex as the astrology 
will tell us. How individuals will make use 
of the energies between them is of course 
another matter, and yet another mystery!

For this article on synastry tips, let me 
discuss with you the Seventh House rulers 
and the role they play in analyzing the con-

Let me first say  
that any aspect from 
person A’s planet to 

the ruler of person B’s 
7th house ruling planet 
means that there is a 
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another’s failure. So much of relationship suc-
cess depends on the consciousness, maturity, 
and willingness of the individuals involved. 

A first step in any synastry work begins 
with the individual’s disposition and needs 
for relationship as seen in their natal chart. 
But I digress…for today, let’s get back to 
the House 7 rulers, using examples.

Shown here are charts of a sister and 
brother, used with permission, A rated, 
from birth certificate.

The sister’s House 7 cusp is Sagittarius, 
ruled by Jupiter and her Jupiter is strong in 
domicile at 10 Sagittarius in House 7. Her 
brother’s Nodal axis 10 Virgo/Pisces squares 
this Jupiter exactly. Those of you who 
look closely at Nodal connections between 
charts would more than likely agree that this 
could be a karmic relationship. Although 
exact and very important, it’s not the only 
contact from the brother’s planets to the 
sister's. Brother’s Moon at 11 Aries makes 
a trine to his sister’s Jupiter at 10 Sag, fol-
lowed in mathematical order by his Sun 
at 12 Aquarius making a sextile to Jupiter 
at 10 Sag, followed by Pluto at 7 Sag con-
junct Jupiter at 10 Sag, followed by Mars 
at 5 Pisces square Jupiter at 10 Sag. Lastly, 
the brother’s Saturn at 15 Aries trines his sis-
ter’s Jupiter at 10 Sag. As you look at these 
charts, you can clearly see how very interest-
ing this relationship is in many other ways. 
However, we will stick to the point and focus 
on the topic of the ruler of House 7. 

With regard to the Nodal connection, 
the sister’s strong Jupiter provides an outlet 
and protection for the brother’s sensitivity 
indicated in one way by the Virgo/Pisces 
Nodal axis. The sister was/is the more verbal 
of the two and she is also very perceptive 
about relationship dynamics with a gener-
ous, lively, funny, engaging attitude. Note 
that her Jupiter, in domicile, is also in the 
natural House 7 of Venus (a subtlety but 
doubly blessed, a sympathetic connection 
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OJA
to both Jupiter and Venus, the two benefics 
of the Zodiac)! 

Furthermore, the bond between the 
siblings shows intensity with his Pluto on 
her Jupiter, (the two planets which are 
already conjunct in her chart, although 
wide!) This contact brings the sister’s Pluto 
closer to her own Jupiter (his Pluto translates 
what is potentially there) and expresses their 
mutual need to understand key survival 
and power dynamics together. The broth-
er’s Mars/Pisces squaring his sister’s Jupiter/
Sag speaks to their differences in expressing 
their personalities, with the brother being 
the silent, quiet one, and his sister being 
the more visible and verbal one. And yet, 
they receive benefit from the contrast and 
play off each other’s cues. The exact Nodal 
aspect and the Pluto/Sag and Mars/Pisces 
aspects are more dynamic because of the 
hard angles. The sextile and trine aspects are 
more mutually supportive, providing sup-
port for the challenges to resolve.

Now let’s look at the brother’s House 
7 cusp which is Leo, ruled by the Sun at 12 
Aquarius in House 12. The Sun is in its fall 
and working behind the scenes in House 
12. His sister’s strong Jupiter at 10 Sag sex-
tiles his Sun at 12 Aquarius, providing an 
outlet and support for communication, 
wisdom and risk-taking should that be 
desired. His sister’s Sun/Mercury conjunc-
tion at 14 Aquarius conjuncts his Sun at 
12 Aquarius continuing the theme of open 
communications between them, if desired. 
Lastly, his sister’s Nodal axis at 9 Scorpio/
Taurus squares his Sun at 12 Aquarius. 

Let’s look at the dynamic aspects first. 
Since they are both Aquarians born just a 
few days apart (different years, of course), 

their Suns are conjunct, and this reinforces 
that their life force/consciousness is col-
ored by the quality of self-awareness they 
are willing and able to achieve. The shocks 
and surprises that life provided demanded 
the need to position themselves creatively 
into the larger scope of life. It pushed them 
beyond the limits, and each adapted in 
their unique way. They support each other 
by observing each of their unique ways to 
manage the unpredictable moments and 
events of their lives. We could also say that 
the conjunction of the two Sun’s places 
emphasis on their relationship to the father 
and stepfather they had. They are meant 
to help each other in expressing their vital 
life force from an environment that lacked 
strong paternal guidance or foundation.

As we look further at the brother’s 
chart, his House 7 ruler in relation to her 
planets, we observe that there is anoth-
er Nodal connection. His Uranus at 8 
Aquarius (Sun close by at 12 Aquarius) 
squares his sister’s Nodes at 9 Scorpio/
Taurus. So, a strong Nodal connection both 
ways. We can delineate this aspect as add-
ing to the theme of struggle, survival and 
understanding various power dynamics, 

often in shocking, abrupt, and disorient-
ing ways. 

We’ve kept our discussion exclusive-
ly to the House 7 rulers and simply from 
analyzing them we’ve gathered powerful 
information, including an understanding 
of how these mutual aspects form bonds 
between individuals because there is an 
awareness of benefit and a need met. 
Ideally, we’d also want to discuss how house 
positions of the House 7 rulers contribute to 
the analysis. The sister’s House 7 ruler being 
in House 7 contributes to her overall desire 

As with the planets, 
the Moon needs  

essential dignity by the 
sign she is in. She needs 

to be waxing, and she 
needs to apply by  

beneficial aspect to 
the other significators 

we are trying to  
bring together. 
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and willingness to understand and experi-
ence a range of relationships. We could elab-
orate on this, of course. The brother’s House 
7 ruler being in House 12 contributes to a 
strong inner life and we’ve already noted 
is a person who prefers to be behind the 
scenes rather than out front or confront-
ing life directly.

Now, for some background to help 
you further understand and draw your own 
conclusions as to the dynamics operating 
in these siblings’ charts: Their parents were 
divorced when the sister was 10 and the 
brother was 7. It was a nasty divorce and 
they lost contact with their father, seeing 
him seldom and sporadically over the years. 
The mother remarried a man without chil-
dren, who was jealous of the children taking 
up so much of his new wife’s time and 
attention. The new husband was especially 
competitive with the young son. The mar-
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riage was filled with contention, screaming, 
and fighting (where would you see that in 
the chart?) often sending the children to 
their rooms and hiding under the bed. The 
new husband demanded respect from the 
children but did not know how to forge a 

relationship with them or engage in activi-
ties with them. Being the more verbal one, 
the sister received most of the confrontation 
and criticism from her mother and stepfa-
ther, as the brother observed this scenario 
and kept quiet, avoiding direct confronta-
tion as much as possible and spending the 
majority of time in his room.

Conclusion
In these example charts, we can 

clearly see how important it is to evaluate 
the mutual aspects to House 7 rulers and 
how much information they can provide 
to delineate the connection and bonds 
between those in key relationships. If you 
have not used this technique before I hope 
you will test it with other charts, because, 
as you can tell, it yields fascinating results.

I discussed this technique many times 
in lectures and included it in the comput-
er reports I wrote in 2020, Compatibility 
& Conflict for Romantic Relationships & 
Compatibility & Conflict for Friendship & 
Business available through Cosmic Patterns 
software.

Dorothy Oja, certified astrologer, 40+ years, with an 
international clientele, lecturing, writing and teach-
ing. Specialties: Elections for Surgery, Relationship 
Compatibility (Davison Chart), Children’s Profiles. 
Faculty for International Academy of Astrology, www.
astrocollege.org.  Founder of The Relationship 
Club hosting astrologers lecturing on relationship 
astrology. Author: Planetary Resonance: Everything 
Leaves a Trace and computer reports: Compatibility 
& Conflict for Romantic Relationships and 
Friendship and Business, (Cosmic Patterns 
Software). Dorothy publishes a monthly news-
magazine, PlanetWeather. www.facebook.com/
PlanetWeatherNews. DOja07@gmail.com
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Stephen Arroyo, one of the best-
known astrologers, who also works with 
polarity therapy, sums it up in his book 
Psychology and the Four Elements:

“Polarity Therapy works with the funda-
mental energies of life and aims at bringing 
the elements into balance by mobilising and 
integrating them into a functional whole. 
Astrology as a language of energy provides a 
diagram of all the various energies operating 
in the human organism”.

In the practical and physical art 
of Polarity Therapy, working with and 
unblocking the subtler energy fields as 
they travel through the body, is the basic 
principle to ensure health.

Health means free energy flow – in 
our body and in inter-connection with our 
immediate and extended environment – 
however far we are able to reach or extend 
(transcend) our earthly shells and fields. 

So how is this possible and how does 
energy move?

THE POLARITY PRINCIPLE 
movement of energy

Essentially, we are all batteries in an 
electromagnetic universe. And what is 
more, we are each our own WIFI system. 

It is astounding and fascinating how 
our modern technology is now starting 
to catch up with ancient knowledge and 
wisdom. We will always marvel about such 
intrinsic old wisdom and ask ourselves, how 
they could possibly know?

Perhaps, we have created so much 
debris through our disconnection that we 
have lost sight of a simple truth: finding 
our way back to our roots is the challenge 
of the current turning point. We cannot 
expand or grow any further. We have 
reached a limit and can only go “back.” And 
here we are at the very core of the polarity 
principle, stating that: 

 “Essentially energy, or vital life force 
flows in pulsating waves from a neutral cen-
tre into polarising opposites of positive and 
negative poles and back again to the source.”

These waves expand outward from 
the source through a positive centrifugal 
force until they reach a limit, called the 
involutionary phase of energy; this phase 

ASTROLOGY & POLARITY THERAPY  
by DR RANDOLPH STONE

© Michaela Meiser 
www.astro-polarity.at

“L IFE IS A SONG... It has its own 
rhythm and harmony. It is a sym-
phony of all things which exist 

in major and minor keys of POLARITY.  It 
blends the discords, by opposition, into 
harmony which unites the whole into a 
grand symphony of life. To learn through 
experience in this life, to appreciate the 
symphony and lessons of life, and to blend 
with the whole, is the object of being here.”

Intro Quote of Dr Stone in Franklyn 
Sills book

“The Polarity Process – Energy as a 
Healing Art” 

In the search for the one underlying 
principle of all life, in all ancient schools 
of wisdom, movement and energy 
have been established as the common 
denominator, irrespective of culture, time, 
or belief. We have mantled this simple truth 
in many cloaks — some so dense, that we 
have lost the connection to the all-prevail-
ing rhythm of life. 

One of the most inspiring pioneers 
in this field is Austrian born Dr. Randolph 
Stone, founder of Polarity Therapy. By 
investigating the principle of life and 
studying all the ancient healing systems, 
he came up with exactly this conclusion. 
In his book “The Polarity Process – Energy 
as a Healing Art”, Franklyn Sills distills the 
essence of Dr. Stone’s profound and vision-
ary work. 

By ensuring that energy can flow freely 
in our bodies, we keep up the connection 
to the universe. How we are each connect-
ed in our individual “form” to the larger 
circle of life unfolding in space, is symbol-
ized through the language of astrology, 
depicting our personal blueprint, roadmap, 
and game plan of possible participation to 
all that is.

ASTRO-POLARITY
THE POWER OF THREE &  

THE MOVEMENT OF ENERGY
An exploration of Astrology  

elements and qualities 
by Michaela Meiser

Essentially, we are  
all batteries in an 
electromagnetic 

universe. And what is 
more, we are each our 

own WIFI system. 

http://www.astro-polarity.at
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represents the process of creation and 
manifestation, spiralling and pushing out, 
expressed through the positive (male) 
elements of Air and Fire.  They then con-
tract inward from the periphery back to 
the source through a negative centripetal 
force, called the evolutionary phase of ener-
gy, enfolding and pulling back, expressed 
through the negative (female) elements of 
Water and Earth. This completes the circle, 
returning to source and allowing for the 
feedback process of integration.  

This process of dynamic relationships 
is called the Polarity Principle and is the 
way vital life force (energy) moves. We can 
easily observe this movement in nature 
through the opening and closing of a flow-
er or the way a jelly fish moves.

The threefold process of an integrative 
centre, with an outer and inner rhythm is 
described in different ways in all philoso-
phies and traditions and is the underlying 
base of all expression of life.  

In Chinese Tradition this centre is 
called Tao, the flowing life force Chi and 
the polarising opposites are Yin (inward 
phase) & Yang (outward phase)

In Ayurvedic Tradition this force is 
called Prana, and the 3 Gunas describe 
the neutral, positive and negative currents 
of energy movement finding expression 
through the chakras.

Dr. Stone based his work on the 
Ayurvedic traditions and especially worked 
with the Three Gunas as the common 
denominator between the Eastern and 
Western traditions. 

The Gunas can be related to the 
Modalities used in Astrology, cardinal, 
mutable, and fixed. They are the threefold 
energy movement, finding their expres-
sion through the four elements of Air, Fire, 
Water and Earth, which in combination 
make up our 12 astrological signs. These 
components form the basis for astrolo-
gy as an energy language. In this sense, 
astrology is a language of the develop-
ment of life itself, a system based on the 
many wisdom traditions and philosophies  
throughout history. In this sense, astrology 
is also a philosophical system, aiming to 
understand life symbolically. 

Coming back to the three energy 
movements, let’s look at them in more 
detail, how they express themselves and 
how they relate to each other:

 
THE THREE GUNAS
“the power of 3”

SATTVAS    RAJAS    TAMAS

SATTVAS / is the neutral ground 
from which energy moves. It is the neutral 
field or space that allows movement, the 
“still centre of the moving world”, the eye 
of the storm or the source of all things. It 
represents unconditional neutrality, con-

The threefold  
process of an  

integrative centre, 
with an outer and 

inner rhythm is  
described in different 

ways in all  
philosophies and tra-

ditions and is the 
underlying base of all 

expression of life.  

tains the blueprint for all life and ultimately 
enfolds all possibilities, lived and unlived. It 
stands for uncompromising truth, balance, 
harmony and integration. It is related to the 
Air Principle and expressed in the MUTABLE 
Modality in all elements both signs and 
houses. (Gemini/Sagittarius – Virgo/Pisces 
and 3/9 – 6/12)

KEYWORDS: NEUTRALITY, STILLNESS, 
INTEGRATION & THE LEARNING AXIS

RAJAS + is the positive expansive 
phase of energy movement. It is the driving 
aspect of energy, the male, creative and sun 
phase of the energy system. This principle 
of radiating energy through space enables 
the blueprint to be enforced and for life to 
unfold through its centrifugal propelling 
action from source to periphery. It is related 
to the Fire principle and expressed through 
the CARDINAL Modality in both signs and 
houses (Aries/Libra – Cancer/Capricorn and 
1/7 – 4/10)

KEYWORDS: ACTION, INITIATION, 
DISTRIBUTION & THE MANIFESTATION AXIS

TAMAS - is the negative contractive 
phase of completion. It is the principle of 
reception and attraction pulling the energy 
back to source through its centripetal motion, 
thereby completing creation, expressing 
the female, moon phase of energy crystal-
lising into form.  It sets in where energy has 
reached its point of exhaustion and surface 
tension is formed. It is related to the Water 
and Earth principles and expressed through 
the FIXED Modality in both signs and hous-
es (Taurus/Scorpio – Leo/Aquarius and 2/8 
– 5/11)

KEYWORDS: RECEPTION, 
CONSOLIDATION, COMPLETION & THE 
SOLIDIFICATION AXIS
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ASTRO-POLARITY

When we look at the chart of a person, 
simply looking at the modalities already 
tells us a lot about a person’s energy house-
hold and in which areas of life (houses) they 
are predominantly played out. 

A cardinal (rajas) emphasis will 
describe an outgoing person, seeking 
initiation and action in their specific ele-
ment; significant fixed (tamas) energy 
gives strength and holding power as well 
as much power of attraction; a person 
with a mutable (sattvas) energy empha-

sis will seek to integrate and understand, 
enjoying flexibility and adaptability. Before 
looking further into the details of the ele-
mental spreads and how they distribute 
through the body in particular, here is a 
brief overview of the energy currents relat-
ing to the Gunas and their most import-
ant correspondences in our body, as it is 
conceptualised in Polarity Therapy of Dr. 
Randolph Stone, described and depicted 
in Franklin Sills book. 

THE FIFTH ELEMENT
In Astrology and most of the mod-

ern and Western world, the fifth element 
has somehow gone missing. It is so 
all-encompassing and subtle that it cannot 
be subjected to the triad split of the accept-
ed four elements Air – Fire – Water – Earth 
and is therefore not tangible or measurable 
in the same way.  

The Eastern world has not abandoned 
this greater truth from its daily life, and 
it is for that reason, that many frustrat-

SATTVAS                     RAJAS                     TAMAS
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ed seekers of truth, spirituality, and the 
inter-connectedness of all life have turned 
to Eastern Philosophies to find answers.

Ether, the subtle energy field connect-
ing us to the rest of the universe has been 
likened by Dr. Stone to the “river from which 
the four elements arise”.

Ether is the ultimate facilitator and 
communicator, allowing for movement of 
the 4 elements to unfold, like the conduc-
tor of an orchestra, holding it all together 
and leading to the point of transition where 
above and below meet – our divine con-
nection to the rest of the universe. 

The centre of the Ether element is 
considered to be situated in our throat 
chakra, the seat of our voice, allowing 
for the creation of sound.

Sound needs a body to travel in; it can-
not express itself in an endless vacuum. 

The tone of the voice is a clear indi-
cation of the state of our body and little 
touches us more deeply than a beautiful 
singing voice or the inspirational sound of 
an instrument. 

The first time I came across the polarity 
teachings in 2001, it struck me that the sym-
bol of music, the violin key or treble clef, is 
the combination of the symbols of the three 
Gunas. The study of Cosmic Harmony or the 
Harmony of the Spheres and how it relates 
to our musical system, keys and notes was 
one of the foremost studies in ancient times 
and brought into our Western culture by 
Pythagoras and Kepler. 

THE WIRELESS ANATOMY  
OF MAN  “the step-down process: 
elements & chakras”

The following gives a short overview 
on how the elements function within our 
system, according to Dr. Stone’s Polarity 
Therapy, and how the healing arts and 
astrology are intrinsically connected. 

In this “step-down process” through 
the chakras as energy centres of the various 
elements, the vibration becomes denser, 
slowing down the movement to allow for 
manifestations on different levels, creating 
our physical “dynamo”. Life is a dynamic 
interaction of all its forces, a masterpiece of 
interconnected processes.

      
BROW CENTRE
The first step down is into the Brow 

Centre or 3rd eye chakra – here, consid-
ered as the seat of the soul, or wisdom. This 
is the first chakra or energy centre of the 
“wireless anatomy” system and acts like a 
pivot point between the subtler realms of 
energy and physical form and a place of 
transition, where we have access to culti-
vate more consciousness to enable us to 
evolve back to source.

ETHER CENTRE
The second step down is into the Ether 

Centre – the seat of EGO in the throat chakra 
from which the further step down happens 
into the active 4 elemental chakras. As men-
tioned before, Dr Stone calls this the one 
river from which the other four rivers arise. 
It is a neutral field with the basic qualities of 
stillness, harmony, and balance and has no 
moving element and thus no triad function 
but is the field that allows for movement of 
the active 4 elements. 

In this paradigm, Ether governs emo-
tions in general, and in combination with 
each of the elements Air – Fire – Water 
– Earth allows for the expression of the 
emotion specific to each element. Ether, 
itself, governs the emotion of grief, and is 
also the point of communication to higher 
realms, governing the polarity between 
ego pride and humility towards a greater 
order or power.

As a long line current leading through 
the body, it is allocated to the central line 
of our spine, extending to the thumbs and 
big toes and rules our sense of hearing, our 
sensitivity to sound. We know that we are 
balanced and in our Ether Element when 
we feel at peace and have a sense of spa-
ciousness.

HEART CENTRE & THE AIR TRIAD:  
GEMINI – LIBRA – AQUARIUS

1ST POSITIVE POLARITY ELEMENT
The first active element in the step-

down process is that of Air. The so-called 
Triads express the threefold polarity rela-
tionship between the positive, negative, and 
neutral quality of each element and are the 
foundation of Dr. Stone’s therapeutic work. 
The entire body can be seen as a live battery 
system; the upper portion of the body, and 
especially the head, make up the positive 
pole; the centre of the body is the neutral 
area; and the lower part of the body with the 
feet represents the negative pole. Body parts 
situated in the respective areas are allocated 
to either the positive, neutral, or negative 
polarity region of the body.

Air governs movement, in general, and 
combines with other elements to create 
various qualities of movement. Speed and 
Motion are its domain, and a lack of move-
ment brings everything else to a halt. When 
out of balance, it can result in rigidity in both 
the mental and physical body, and when 
overexpressed or caught up in the mental 
process of thoughts and ideas, it can lead 
to a complete physical standstill. Many ail-
ments or consequential illnesses stem from a 
blockage or imbalance in the air element or 
in its combination with the other elements, 
making both a balance of Air and with all 
the elements of vital importance.

Looking to nature, we can see the 
effects of air, from no wind to gale force 
storms; it’s the gentle breeze that’s neither 
too little nor too strong that’s needed to 
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ensure cleansing and transportation. If it 
weren’t for air as breath, with rare exception, 
no life could have possibly developed on our 
planet. Breath is our primal life carrier.

The heart chakra is the energetic centre 
of the Air element and rules desire, fluc-
tuating between the push-pull action of 
attraction and rejection. When in balance, 
true compassion is possible. A closing of 
the energies of the heart centre will result 
in physical holding patterns and conges-
tions around the shoulder and chest region. 

In the body, Gemini rules the arms, 
shoulders, and lungs (positive pole); Libra, 
the kidneys, and in addition, air in this 

area rules the movement part of the colon 
(neutral centre); and Aquarius, the ankles 
and calves (negative pole), irrespective 
of their individual modality. The longline 
related to the air element runs next to the 
ether line extending through the index 
fingers and toes. 

SOLAR PLEXUS CENTRE & THE FIRE 
TRIAD:  ARIES – LEO – SAGITTARIUS

2ND POSITIVE POLARITY ELEMENT
Next in line is the element of Fire. It 

governs the direction of movement and 
is the main rajasic impulse and driving 
force behind all bodily functions. This is 
our vital force and what we generally refer 
to as energy and drive. It springs from the 
umbilical centre, the solar plexus chakra, 
and spirals outward distributing energy 
throughout our body. In true “rajas” fashion 
it expands as far as it can possibly go to the 
boundaries of our body. The spiral move-
ment travels via our joints. It also rules the 
digestive system and organs. 

Enthusiasm for life and the ability 
to focus energy into activity are its main 
expressions. 

When Fire is not able to express itself 
in a balanced way, we experience anger, 
resentment, insecurity, manipulation, 
and violence as well as hurtful speech 
and action. We rely on the function of the 
fire element to keep our body at a good 
running temperature, and it plays a para-
mount role in the ability to heal. Like the 
sun, it radiates warmth and sustains life. It 
is the motor and fuel of our system, direct-
ing its energies where they are needed.

Acute illnesses stand a chance to 
heal faster with enough Fire energy and 
raised temperatures are a way of the body 
to combat infections. If we consider the 
permanent fighting underway within our 
blood stream and cells to keep us alive, we 
realise that there is a universe inside each 
of us, and it takes a fever to burn away the 
debris or get rid of an invasion. 

The status of our vitality is particular-
ly visible through the eyes, situated in the 
positive pole area of fire (Aries rules the 
head). The central area — the solar plex-
us chakra — is the seat of our willpower 

and is Leo’s domain. The physical pumping 
action of the heart, along with the hip 
joints and thighs allocated to Sagittarius at 
the onset of the negative pole, symbolise 
our ability to stand up and walk on two 
legs, enabling us to reach higher in our 
development. The allocated longline trav-
elling through the body extends into our 
middle fingers and toes.

ASTRO-POLARITY
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THE FOETAL CHART of Dr Randolph Stone’s book on Polarity 
Therapy, combining the 3 Gunas and 4 Elements of the astrological 

twelve-fold energy cycle and its relationship to the human body.
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As we become increasingly aware of 
energy as the underlying basis of all life, 
the step-down process and wireless anat-
omy theory of man, intrinsically linked to 
astrology, will provide a comprehensive 
model that can be applied to all healing 
modalities. Vibration and sound are the 
medicine of the future. Facilitating a 
loving space where discordant energies 
can re-balance themselves is vital to any 
healing experience. 

In sum — it’s not only what you say, 
but how you say it. Or, as a German proverb 
says: ”Der Ton macht die Musik.”

Michaela P.E. Meiser - Austria/South Africa
Born on 9 October 1966 in Linz, Austria, Michaela 
emigrated to South Africa in her early 20’s, begin-
ning astrological and polarity-therapy training in 
Cape Town, in 2000. A deep interest in music, lan-
guages, healing, metaphysics, and nature keeps her 
engaged in ongoing studies. As a member of the 
Cape Astrology Association (CAA), she has given 
a range of talks on Astro-Polarity and Black Moon 
Lilith and has run retreat workshops in both coun-
tries. Her latest project was the translation of an old 
German script, “The Critique of Pure Music”, recently 
published. Michaela is available for consultations, 
talks, workshops and translations in both English 
and German. Contact: www.astro-polarity.at 

over nurturing our system; Scorpio is 
allocated to our sexual organs, ruling 
regeneration; Pisces, ruling the lymph sys-
tem, is situated at the feet —  the negative 
pole of our body — which explains why 
reflexology, in its ability to reach the entire 
body,  is such an effective healing meth-
od in releasing stuck energies. The water 
longlines running through the body are 
extended to the ring fingers and toes.

ROOT CENTRE & THE EARTH TRIAD: 
CAPRICORN – TAURUS – VIRGO
2ND NEGATIVE POLARITY ELEMENT

This is the final step down into Earth, 
the realm of solidification in the physical 
world. Here, energies become crystallised 
into form, and all our thoughts and emo-
tions are grounded in physical reality. It 
is the realm of practicality, perseverance, 
and structure. 

All solid parts of the body, such as 
bones, skin, physical tubes, or linings that 
define the body belong to this element. 
Energetically, we run the risk of getting 
stuck here and of becoming immobile 
or inflexible, in both mental and physical 
ways. Being grounded too much in tradi-
tion and routine can make it difficult to 
allow for change or new inspiration. A lack 
of the Earth element can indicate a lack of 
grounding and a feeling of not belonging. 

Situated in the root or base chakra, it 
enables us to be in touch with our sens-
es and be grounded in our earthly world, 
enabling us to sense its rhythms and tim-
ings. Earth provides the support we need 
and the ground we tread on, giving us a 
sense of security and belonging. Taurus 
rules the neck in the positive pole of the 
body; Virgo, the intestines in the central 
neutral part, acting like a filter and break-
ing down foods into their components so 
that they can be used to sustain the body; 
Capricorn, the knees in the negative pole 
of the body – also ruling the skeleton and 
skin, giving us structure and boundaries.

This is the pivotal point, the furthest 
from source where we feel separated and 
where inertia sets in. It is also the greatest 
potential point of returning to our subtler 
sources; if we look at the foetal chart, previ-
ous page, we can see Earth, being energy’s 
densest form, situated at the back of our 
most subtle element centre, thus closing 
the circle, and bringing us back to source. 
Taurus, fixed earth, is the important bridge 
where all elements run through the ridge 
of the back of the head into the body — 
located behind the ether centre, the throat 
area. Like petals of a flower feeding back 
to the river, it enables us to bridge the gap 
between earth and heaven. 

SACRAL CENTRE & THE WATER TRIAD: 
CANCER – SCORPIO – PISCES

1ST NEGATIVE POLARITY ELEMENT
Water is the first of the tamasic ele-

ments and energy undergoes an important 
change, seeking final manifestation in form. 
The negative polarities are also where chron-
ic illnesses move to or manifest themselves 
if not dealt with in the beginning stages. 
Water governs the unconscious emotions 
and deep feelings; it stems from the pelvic 
centre where our sexual organs are posi-
tioned, known as the sacral chakra. The 
base of the pelvis is also called the “irra-
tional pole.”

As in nature, Water allows for life to 
manifest itself, giving it a substance to 
be nurtured in and to grow, playing an 
important role in temperature control. It is 
truly a fascinating element, the only one 
able to transform itself into three physical 
states —  steam, water and ice —  pro-
viding a cooling and nurturing cycle and 
allowing for the continuation of the circle 
of life. Through its binding quality it plays 
an important role in the transportation of 
substances.

Imbalances of the Water element are 
experienced through issues of attachments, 
control, deep needs, and fears. The qualities 
of receptivity and acceptance are import-
ant steps in the process of letting go. Water 
seeks the path of least resistance and if not 
able to flow, can get caught up in depres-
sion and despair. Its cleansing quality is the 
healing aspect when it flows clear and freely. 
It is also important to note that it needs a 
container to flow in its liquid state. 

Cancer, at the positive pole, rules the 
breast and stomach and holds the domain 
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“THE OBSOLETE MAN”
“There is a fifth dimension beyond 

that which is known to man. It is a dimen-
sion as vast as space and as timeless as 
infinity. It is the middle ground between 
light and shadow, between science and 
superstition, and it lies between the pit 
of man’s fears and the summit of his 
knowledge. This is the dimension of ima-
gination. It is an area which we call… the 
Twilight Zone.”

—opening narration from the 1959 
season of the television series The Twilight 
Zone…

finding lead researchers to take a look at 
past landmark areas of research in order to 
estimate the severity of the problem with 
The Reproducibility Project.

The (Ir)Reproducibility Crisis 
It has now become quite apparent, 

even to most scientists, that the overall 
‘research methods’  are not as sound as 
they may seem. In the last few years, the 
failure to replicate past studies has led 
to the reproducibility crises in scientific 
research. One facet of the Reproducibility 
Project replicated 53 ‘major landmark stud-
ies’ in cancer research. Working closely with 
the original research authors, they were 
only able to reproduce 6 of the studies with 
any p-value significance. (Now, 47 of those 
‘landmark cancer studies’ are considered 
irrelevant, yet, since the professional scien-
tific and medical journals do not generally 
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We astrologers were suggesting sev-
eral years ago that a major world change 
was on the way. For most of us it has felt a 
bit surreal over the last year and a half, with 
all the national and global events of this 
time period. So, I chose to use the original 
Twilight Zone series as a backdrop to write 
part 3, focused on the ‘meso’ or middle, of 
this four-part column regarding the meta, 
micro, meso and macro realties. 

We live in a time when one world 
age is ending, and another is beginning. 
This is a middle ground between a reality 
we’ve known, and the next one we are dis-
covering — a place in space-time where 
unchecked raw information has replaced 
real knowledge, and genuine truth is rid-
iculed for containing any hint of ancient 
natural wisdom. Since this is a short article, 
I will say that all is not what it seems in the 
world of hierarchical modern science — as 
so-called pseudo-scientific astrologers, we 
should already know this all too well. And 
that is where we will begin…

A Scientific Case Against the 
Scientificness of Science

Despite what one may think about 
academic rigor and the scientific method, 
the contemporary ‘institution of science’ 
is egoically impaired and counter-factu-
al at the foundational level. When you 
build your house of knowledge on sand, 
it will eventually erode and collapse. In a 
2005 published paper entitled Why Most 
Published Research Findings Are False, by 
John Ioannidis, physician-scientist and pro-
fessor at Stanford University, it was shown 
that just short of one-third of ALL published 
research is wrong, even with the system 
working optimally, and that the problem 
only gets worse from there. In 2011, this 
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biology. In his talk, Bohr posed the same 
question about the equation of life, which 
I and other astrologers have been ponder-
ing for decades, even centuries, “…whether 
some fundamental traits are still missing in 
the analysis of natural phenomena, before we 
reach an understanding of life on the basis 
of physical experience.” And to clarify that in 
the context of his lecture, he is referring to 
a scientifically overlooked primary compo-
nent that is affecting the processes of phys-
ics, from quantum physics to biophysics to 
astrophysics, a hidden variable for life. 

In the audience that day, was another 
theoretical physicist, Max Delbrück, who 
shortly afterwards deduced that one type of 
‘trait’, which Bohr was hypothesizing, could 
be understood by studying the molecular 
and chemical characteristics and behaviors 
of what was then known about genetics. 
Delbrück’s work on the replication of bac-
terio-viruses, which won him the Nobel 
Prize, established genetics purely as an infor-
mation science. The processes functioning 
between molecules, chemicals, and genes 
are all about transmitting parcels of informa-
tion — bits and bytes of the codes of light tran-
scribed into matter to create life. This is where 
astrology’s applied wisdom and knowledge 
can help guide one through this realm 
where light becomes life. 

“TO SERVE MAN”
In 1944, Erwin Schrödinger published 

his book, “What is Life: The Physical Aspect 
of Living Cells”. In it, he posed the question 
of how a particle transaction at the atom-
ic level — being seemingly directed by 
the laws of quantum mechanics — could 
alter the molecular structure of a gene, 
and ultimately cause a mutation in a 
living organism. Schrödinger postulated 
that genes were comparable to ‘aperiodic 
crystals’ — specific non-randomized atomic 
arrangements without a regular repeating 
structure, unlike that of periodic crystal-
line solids. You can picture this in your 
head with the double helix and its twisting 
genes, composed of complex information 
sequences, A, C, G, T, and also, U — the five 
nucleobases (which correspond closely to 

publish replicated studies and rarely publish 
negative results, the public misinformation 
remains as ‘fact’.  

Out of 100 important psychology stud-
ies which were repeated in the project, 63 
failed to produce the original conclusions; 
and of the 36 that did, the strength of the 
results was less than half of what was orig-
inally reported. 

The project then gave twenty-nine 
different research groups identical data 
for analysis and interpretation of results. 
Using the same information, some of the 
independent research faculties found that 
there were no significant results to con-
sider, while others found that the results 
concluded were three times the amount 
of what was mathematically expected by 
chance. The interpretation of identical data 
varied widely according to each research 
group. It is clear now that controversies in 
mainstream science are mounting. What 
seems to be missing are the key ingredients 
for life and the codes that unlock the many 
gateways from the inorganic to the organic 
realms — the philosopher’s stone of mate-
rial existence.  

Open Your Mind
“If you think you understand quantum 

mechanics, you don’t understand quan-
tum mechanics.”, Richard Feynman once 
quipped. He was not simply referring to the 
workings of quantum physics but what it 
ultimately means to us individually and as 
collective humanity. We are limited by our 
ability to accept this next level of informa-
tion, the true depth of this knowledge, and 
how it pertains to life patterns and process-
es. I believe that a richer understanding 
of quantum field theory itself, eventually 
will require science to accept, “as above, so 
below” as a fundamental truth on all levels. 
A legitimate understanding of quantum 
biomechanics will mathematically demand 
a theory of planetary and galactic corre-
spondences, as well. Full comprehension of 
this fact will imply a direct energetic connec-
tion to human behavior through patterns. 
This cosmic study-craft is what we call astrol-
ogy today.

“The controls of life are structured as 
forms and nuclear arrangements, 

in a relation with the motions of the 
Universe” 

– Louis Pasteur, Pioneer of 
Pasteurization

“THE PRIME MOVER(S)”
On the 15th of August 1932, physicist 

Neils Bohr gave a talk in Copenhagen enti-
tled Light & Life, in which he proposed new 
concepts about quantum mechanics and 

the four classical elements and the æther); 
these bases comprise DNA & RNA (which 
roughly correspond to intertwined opposing 
domains). This quantum structuring ques-
tion from Delbrück’s informational school of 
genetics soon merged with the structural 
school of crystallography in order to under-
stand the shape of DNA, proteins and the 
structures of molecules, which affect life. 

“THE MIND AND THE MATTER”
‘We know that a dream can be real, 

but who ever thought that reality could be 
a dream? We exist, of course, but how, in 
what way? As we believe, as flesh-and-blood 
human beings, or are we simply parts of 
someone’s feverish, complicated nightmare?’ 
—The Twilight Zone

As living structures of carbon-based 
forms, we are composed of the essential 
12-fold energetic template. This pattern is, 
in essence, energy encircling all particles, 
nuclei, unit cells, molecules, living cells, con-
scious beings, and celestial bodies at vary-
ing scales of magnitude in correspondence 
with each other. We are the bio-astrological 
unit cells of the complex human matrix, 
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the physical gears in the cosmic 3D cuck-
oo-clock ticking in 4D time. A unit cell is a 
repeating component formed by the vector 
points of an energy lattice. These are all 
defined in the areas of mathematics, geom-
etry, mineralogy, optics, chemistry, molecular 
biology, cellular biology —also the shape 
of space and time. This concept is used in 
describing the nodal points of complex 
matrices, structures, and forms in two and 
three dimensions. You are a human unit cell 
of bioenergy connected to and reflecting 
the planets and the particles in this divine 
lattice, this Jeweled Net of Indra. 

“PERCHANCE TO A DREAM”
When atoms of the same element bond 

together differently they are called allo-
tropes. Taking carbon as an example, it has 
two pure forms which exist differently in 
different dimensionally latticed structures; 
graphite is hexagonal - 2D and a diamond 
crystal is tetrahedral - 3D; this general angle 
of 120˚ can be thought of as functioning 
like a trine in one’s chart. The stronger the 
bond angle, the more energy and infor-
mation is transmitted between particles 
(or people, for that matter). I suggest that 
the means by which particles ‘communi-
cate’ information is by channeled energy, 
through different bonds and angles, as a 
means, or part of, this information language 
itself. This is reflected from one energy level 
to the next as the inorganic-to-organic 
processes, habits, and archetypal patterning 
of nature, which one might describe as the 
astrology of particles – atomic astrology. It 
is not just the message being transmitted 
but also the means and manner in which 
it is communicated, which contributes to 
the effects on matter. By comparison, one 
might consider the distinction between 
astrological sign energy and house energy, 
and the subtle differences in aspects and 

transits, which we interpret in a chart as 
behaviors and circumstances of a person.

The grammar, syntax, and local dialect 
of this language may be simpler in one 
dimension, and highly complex in another 
but the vibratory tones in the song of the 
cosmos are fundamentally the same every-
where. We are a part of this biological ver-
nacular of the language of life, “transceive-
ing” the higher dimensional living words of 
cosmic mind through the lower dimensional 

matrix of matter. As a reminder, you are 
a ‘person of sound’; per- meaning ‘of ’, and 
-son(a) meaning ‘sound’. We, as astrologers, 
are the direct transcribers of the verses and 
chapters of a wondrous sonic canticle of 
quantum biological weirdness, inherent to 
the organic existence which we are waking 
to find ourselves in. 

“They say a dream takes only a sec-
ond or so, and yet in that second a man 
can live a lifetime. He can suffer and die, 
and who’s to say which is the greater reali-
ty: the one we know or the one in dreams, 
between heaven, the sky, the earth - in 
the Twilight Zone.”

“NUMBER 12 LOOKS JUST 
 LIKE YOU”

For those newer astrologers, or any 
seasoned astrologers, who may not have 
encountered astrological physiognomy, I 
just want to give it a brief mention here. 
There is a small field of astrological research 
which deals with facial and physical trait 
similarities among planetary placements 
and aspects. This is not a new idea and its 
roots in the West are actually older than 
horoscopic astrology. I have hypothesized 
that the zodiacal bio-cell salts contribute 
to the fetal development and chemical 

relevant thought, from the closing narra-
tion of an episode of the Twilight Zone — 

“The tools of conquest do not neces-
sarily come with bombs and explosions 
and fallout. There are weapons that are 
simply thoughts, attitudes, prejudices...to 
be found only in the minds of men. For the 
record, prejudices can kill...and suspicion 
can destroy...and a thoughtless, fright-
ened search for a scapegoat has a fallout 
all of its own—for the children and the 
children yet unborn. And the pity of it is, 
that these things cannot be confined… to 
the Twilight Zone.” —Rod Serling. 

Russell von Ohlhausen is an astrological 
researcher and conscious catalyzer. With a blend of 
science, religion, myth, math, metaphysics, & most 
importantly–nature, his works form a foundation-
al theory of astrological mechanics. Russ works 
with the concept of celestial embodiment through 
“head, heart & hands”, rooted in sacred dance & 
ceremony. rlohlhausen@gmail.com
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bioavailability in early childhood; another 
link to the astro-biomineral domains. I’ve 
previously written an introductory article 
for OPA on this subject entitled “Zodiac 
Faces” in the Fall 2018 edition, page 54, 
which you are warmly invited to check out.

“I SING THE BODY ELECTRIC”  
(thanks, Walt)

It is time to put scientific-thinking 
back into our astrological practices and 
take the next steps towards reintroducing 
astrological-thinking back into ‘real science’. 
Astrology is not just of the mind, it is of 
the body, — it is the song of the planets 
and the cells. We are each the sacred sing-
er-songwriter of our own part in this song. 
The tempo is increasing, the ancient chords 
unite with the new in a requiem for truth. 
Deep Saturnine tones echo in these last 
steps of Pluto in Capricorn; let the sound 
of your busy feet be the thunder and your 
next breath be part of the Wind of the 
coming Aquarian storm. Soon will follow 
the crack of Uranian lightening deep into 
the swift Gemini Mind, as our meso-reality 
begins to take on the qualities of 5th dimen-
sional cosmic mind, matter and music…

Epilogue: In these divisive times, 
please remember compassion for every-
one’s experience. I leave you with this final 

relevant thought, from the closing narra-
tion of an episode of the Twilight Zone — 
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be found only in the minds of men. For the 
record, prejudices can kill...and suspicion 
can destroy...and a thoughtless, fright-
ened search for a scapegoat has a fallout 
all of its own—for the children and the 
children yet unborn. And the pity of it is, 
that these things cannot be confined… to 
the Twilight Zone.” —Rod Serling. 

Russell von Ohlhausen is an astrological 
researcher and conscious catalyzer. With a blend of 
science, religion, myth, math, metaphysics, & most 
importantly–nature, his works form a foundation-
al theory of astrological mechanics. Russ works 
with the concept of celestial embodiment through 
“head, heart & hands”, rooted in sacred dance & 
ceremony. rlohlhausen@gmail.com
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Hello, my absolutely beautiful 
Astrology Star-mates! 

As Uranus and Saturn sojourn 
across the sky in a pressurized square, we 
are called to challenge the old and innovate 
the new. We are put under pressure like 
raw charcoal transforming into diamonds. 
The question of continuing education, its 
benefits, and its importance for us in the 
astrological field goes deeper than just our 
professional concerns. 

Take a moment to close your eyes and 
visualize where your life is at right now. 
Connect with where you are satisfied, and 
where there is room for continuing educa-
tion. After you visualize, please take in the 
messages from this article at whatever level 
suits you. 

which means I could charge more and 
improve my circumstances. 

WHERE TO ACCESS  
CONTINUING EDUCATION?

Continuing Education goes beyond 
taking webinars and seminars for the inspi-
ration and new ideas they may provide; 
it is an opportunity to continue feeding 
our souls. 

Today, more than ever, the availability 
and accessibility of study programs pro-
vide us with a wide array of choices. From 
programs offered by organizations such as 
OPA, Kepler College, or extensive diploma 
programs available from your astrology 
teacher of choice, to lighter commitments 
such as the multitude of YouTube offerings, 
podcasts, or blogs, — we are  blessed with 
no shortage of opportunities to learn in the 
astrology profession. 

Many of us may struggle financially, 
whether because of pandemic circumstanc-
es, or other reasons. We, in the astrology 
community, are excited to see more organi-
zations being able to offer scholarships and 
support astrology education. Those of us 
who are able are encouraged to contribute 
financially and thereby, invest in the ongo-
ing upgrade in our community’s potential.

CONCLUSION
In my previous column, I’ve written 

about the importance of a business plan. 
Be sure to include investment in continued 
education in your business plan. Consider 
it to be an integral component of your 
growth as a professional.

The arrival of the equinox marks a 
change of pace and focus. I hope that each 
of you will consider the ideas here today as 
not only informative, but also will experi-
ence them as a flare, lighting you up with 
a sense of excitement and curiosity as to 
what is available in your continuing educa-
tion lineup. I’m sending you many blessings 
for your harvest and the abundance it is 
bringing to your life. 

Stormie Grace is a practicing Astrologer at 
Stormie Grace and houses her own show on 
YouTube producing learning, weekly, monthly, 
and yearly content. Practicing in Colorado and 
around the globe since 2014. Holding a Doctorate 
of Business enables her to apply those skills to 
business and mundane astrology, as well as 
personal chart work. She specializes in teaching 
groups, one on one sessions, and personal read-
ings. Under the study of Steven Forrest and with 
guidance of other Astrology mentors, she contin-
ues to expand the astrology skills and practice in 
Evolutionary Astrology. A Member of OPA, AYA, 
ISAR, NCGR, AFAN, contributor to Astrologyhub.
com, Midheaven Magazine, and faculty member 
for the Portland School of Astrology.
www.stormiegrace.com

In astrology, we study many ancient 
texts, yet we are in a profession that is con-
stantly changing and expanding. To stay 
current with this evolution while growing 
the skills we initially developed, continuing 
education is a critical component of our 
professional responsibility. In our profes-
sion, since there are no requirements to 
renew our licenses or expand our knowl-
edge, as practitioners, continuing educa-
tion is our responsibility,

I have found that most astrologers in 
our community are lifelong learners and 
seekers.   Webinars, seminars, weekend 
retreats, online sessions and research proj-
ects are all avenues where we can learn from 
our colleagues and mentors. We also learn 
through direct experience: you must admit 
that your Saturn return or Pluto/Pluto square 
brought ample opportunity for education! 
As someone with Uranus currently transit-
ing my Sun, I can attest that my astrological 
education has been truly ongoing! 

Astrology is a vast field. It is critical 
for practitioners, established in their own 
approaches, to explore varying applica-
tions of the astrological lens. Growth is 
essential to success, so stepping outside 
our routines and mindsets will make us 
better practitioners.

LIFESTYLE AND MONEY
Does your current level of education 

allow you to live the lifestyle you desire? 
Continuing your education makes 

space for a lifestyle upgrade. Often, when I 
speak with clients and they say that they are 
bored, or unsatisfied in their lives, we review 
when was the last time that they learned 
something new, invigorating their spirit and 
what they are doing in the world. New infor-
mation, ideas, and learning experiences can 
make a crucial difference in creating more 
options for us, leading us from the lifestyle 
we have to one we might aspire to.

INCREASING OUR REMUNERATION
When I began working professionally 

as an astrologer, I remember charging $20 
and a single client would take me up to 
two hours to prepare and analyze the chart. 
That was not sustainable for me. I need-
ed to have the skills, the knowledge, and 
the confidence to get into the chart more 
quickly, look for the answers I was looking 
for, allow the chart to speak to me, and 
then be able to deliver a beautiful consulta-
tion to my client. By continuing my educa-
tion and gaining more skills, I found myself 
much more easily able to be efficient, gain 
confidence in myself, improve my disci-
pline with charts, and be more effective. 
Education made me a better astrologer, 

The 
BUSINESS of 
ASTROLOGY
Column by    
Stormie Grace 

CONTINUING 
OUR 
ASTROLOGY 
EDUCATION
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well as relationships with legal professionals 
can occur during Saturn’s transit through 
the seventh house. 

Carl Jung’s Anima/Animus archetype 
defines the challenges one can face when 
entering into romantic relationships. 
As part of Jung’s theory of the collective 
unconscious, the Animus archetype rep-
resents the unconscious masculine side 
of the female-identified psyche, and the 
opposite, the Anima, signifies the mas-
culine-identified portion of the psyche. 
The opportunity to become more whole 

and to heal the “Self” is accelerated as we 
attract the other and find ourselves reflect-
ed in an enchanting partner through the 
mirrors of love and sex.

Libra, the natural ruler of the seventh 
house, is the mirror opposite of the sign 
Aries. As Aries is the sign on the natural 
first house and signifies the personal self, 
Libra, its opposite, connotes the way in 
which we attract others and function in 
relation to important persons in our life. 
Developmentally, Saturn’s transit through 
the seventh house occurs between the 
ages of fourteen and seventeen and a half. 
At this time, the first blushes of love chal-
lenge the native to come out of themself in 
order to find a partner. Often, unconscious 
determinants from the childhood relation-
ships with parents’ influence the choice of 
love object and intense crushes. In these 
stimulating and often harrowing first expe-
riences of romantic attraction, an individual 
feels oneself echoed in the other. Often, 
therapy is required when beginning to 
plumb these thorny depths of love. In later 
transits, marriage can occur. And, unfor-
tunately at times, relationships with legal 
professionals become necessary in order to 
unravel the knots tied during marriage.

SATURN IN THE 8TH HOUSE
Saturn’s transit of the eighth house 

continues the steep climb toward the 
Midheaven. Saturn’s movement through 

PART THREE  
Saturn  
in the Third 
Quadrant.

SATURN, 
Our Great 

Galactic 
Teacher

Column by  

Anne Redlich, LCSW

To everything - turn, turn, turn
There is a season - turn, turn turn
And a time to every purpose under heaven

— from the song, Turn, Turn, Turn, by 
Pete  Seeger

As I continue the series, Saturn, Our 
Great Galactic Teacher, I will dis-
cuss Saturn’s transit through the 

third quadrant of the natal horoscope. 
Conceptualizing Saturn as a wise, yet strin-
gent teacher who challenges the native to 
learn from life’s difficult trials, we can place 
Saturn into a constructive context. And 

Saturn’s journey  
above the horizon 

brings a more  
extraverted  

experience into the  
native’s life and  

challenges the native 
to put into action the 
lessons learned while 

Saturn traversed  
the houses under  

the horizon

rather than facing Saturn’s transits with fear 
and trepidation, we may place our faith 
in the wisdom of life’s unfolding drama. A 
drama that compels us to glean the deep 
lessons that Saturn’s role as the Lord of 
Karma brings into our lives.

To begin, I will provide a short review 
from my previous columns. In their book, 
Reincarnation, the Phoenix Fire Mystery, 
Sylvia Cranston and Joseph Head demon-
strate that there has always been a strong 
belief in reincarnation and karma across 
cultures. Thinking from an astrological per-
spective, like the many blood cells pulsing 
through our veins, we are part of the great 
circulation of cosmic energy pulsating 
through the galaxy. As our solar system 
travels and evolves, so do we. Saturn plays 
a formidable role as our galactic teacher of 
self-discipline and wisdom.

When discussing Saturn with clients, 
it is essential to educate them briefly 
regarding the meaning of Saturn transits. 
As explained in my first column, my pro-
tocol is to begin by reciting a short narra-
tive that serves as a metaphor for Saturn’s 
symbolic meaning. For instance, I like the 
lines from Pete Seeger’s song, Turn, Turn, 
Turn, “There is a time and a season to every 
purpose under heaven.”

SATURN IN THE 7TH HOUSE
Saturn’s conjunction to the Descendent 

heralds the beginning of Saturn’s trav-
els above the horizon of the horoscope. 
Saturn’s journey above the horizon brings 
a more extraverted experience into the 
native’s life and challenges the native to 
put into action the lessons learned while 
Saturn traversed the houses under the hori-
zon—but this time in relationship to others, 
and in a more collective manner. Significant 
opportunities such as marriage, romantic 
relationships, and therapeutic alliances, as 

As Aries is the sign  
on the natural first 

house and signifies the 
personal self, Libra,  

its opposite, connotes 
the way in which we 
attract others and 
function in relation  

to important persons 
in our life. 
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Scorpio’s house augurs a threshold of 
change as the native discards the veils of 
illusion holding them back from realizing 
their heart’s desires. As the eighth house, 
ruled by Scorpio, is one of the places related 
to death and is opposite the second house, 
ruled by Taurus — then shared finances, 
goods of the dead, inheritances, and actu-
al death can become activated by Saturn’s 
transit to this house. Sometimes, the death 
is only a symbolic one, clearing the way for 
fresh development and accomplishment. 
However, the outcome depends on other 
indications in the horoscope such as aspects, 
progressions, annual profections, etc. 

Developmentally, Saturn’s movement 
through the eighth house corresponds 
with the age of seventeen and a half until 
approximately twenty years old. This is 
generally a time of serious transition from 
dependence on the family of origin to a 
time of preparation for an independent 

life as an adult. The native often leaves 
the family home and embarks on further 
education in preparation of the chosen 
vocation. It is a time when the individual is 
challenged to define themselves through 
career choices, romantic preferences, and 
the opportunity to maintain personal 
finances.

SATURN IN THE 9TH HOUSE
As Saturn enters the ninth house, the 

threshold of change ushers the native into 
a time of philosophical discernment and 
higher education. I often think of the ninth 
house transit of Saturn as a time to become 
philosophical about the difficult trials of 
the transits through the seventh and eight 
houses. After the intense experiences 
of romance, marriage, and partnerships, 
including those of loss and mourning, the 
native has the opportunity to gain knowl-
edge and wisdom through religious and 
philosophic teachers and learning. Higher 
education enables the native to gain per-
spective on what were once challenging 
and immediate experiences. Long distance 
travel and religious and philosophical 
teachers may enter the individual’s life, 
enabling them opportunities for mentor-
ship and learning. The traditional meaning 
of long-distance travel can also be concep-
tualized as the opportunity to gain distance 
and put past experience of loss and trial 
into a philosophical or religious context.

Developmentally, the ninth house 
transit of Saturn takes place between the 
ages of nineteen and twenty-one and a 
half. During this age period, the native is 
in preparation for Saturn’s conjunction to 

the Midheaven and its transit through 
the tenth house. Going back to the met-
aphor of the Garden from my previous 
columns, Saturn’s transit through the 
third quadrant can be thought of as a 
development toward the harvest, Saturn’s 
transits through the last quadrant of the 
horoscope. As the garden matures and 
accelerates in bearing the fruit of its labors, 
the native must take the time to prepare 
for their Day in the Sun. Learning to receive, 
as well as to give, is an important task 
during this time of preparation. When 
the harvest begins, the individual needs 

to ready themself for the probability of 
success and satisfaction. This task might 
be easier for extroverts than for introverts 
who feel most comfortable on the sidelines. 
However, if the proper work is done facing 
one’s Karma through the challenges that 
Saturn brings into one’s life, with grace 
from the Wheel of Fortune, the harvest 
should be a time when the hard work 
done can pay off.

Saturn’s transit through the third 
quadrant can be an exciting and fruit-
ful time. Overcoming and learning from 
Saturn’s challenges during these years will 
prepare the native for Saturn’s movement 
through the final three houses in the last 
quadrant. It is the season to acknowledge 
one’s heart’s desires and to work hard 
toward realizing them. To everything, 
Turn, Turn, Turn!

Anne Redlich is a psychotherapist and 
astrologer living in Chicago. Anne has prac-
ticed both psychotherapy and astrology for 
over forty years. She is also a writer and an 
untrained artist. www.anneredlich.com
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on the New Moon eclipse point of 23rd 
November 1965 (at 0 degrees Sagittarius). 

The chart for the Grateful Dead (G.D.) 
has the Sun, Mercury and the South node 
conjunct in Sagittarius in the 4th house. 
Here are found the deepest emotional 
needs of the band: these being the free-
dom to explore and quest for the perfect 
sound. The Sagittarius Sun is adventurous 
and indicates a band who naturally wanted 
to go further. ‘Furthur’ was the catchphrase 
used by the Merry Pranksters displayed on 
the front of their converted school bus. It 
was also the band name of remaining GD 
members, Phil Lesh and Bob Weir from 
2009 to 2014.  

The Sun is separating from a square 
to Saturn in Pisces in the 7th house. This 
Saturn placement can be seen as the Acid 
(Pisces) Test (Saturn) which the band had 
partnered up with (7th house). 

The Sun makes an applying square 
to the Uranus/Pluto conjunction in Virgo 
in the 1st house, bringing into manifes-
tation the rebellious and powerful spirit 
of the 60’s counterculture. A mutable 
T-Square is thus formed out of Sun, Saturn 
and Uranus/Pluto. To this T-Square can 
be added Mercury, which was retrograde 
in Sagittarius and in an applying Square 
to Saturn. This indicates ties to tradition-
al ways of thinking and although the GD 
were essentially a flowing improvisational 
(with a prominence of mutable signs) band, 
they also ‘stuck to their roots’ of traditional 
American bluegrass and folk, which was 
best expressed by the albums ‘American 

E mbedded deeply within the rock 
‘n’ roll history of the revolutionary 
1960’s is the Californian story of Ken 

Kesey’s Merry Pranksters, who in 1965 
started organising ‘Acid Tests’, free-for-all 
night-time party experiments where partic-
ipants indulged in liberal doses of the then 
legal psychedelic LSD.  

The ‘Tests’ were getting popular and 
Ken Kesey was on the lookout for an 
in-house band. He chose a local bay area 
electric blues rock band called ‘The Warlocks’ 
led by guitarist Jerry Garcia and keyboardist 
Ron ‘Pigpen’ Mc Kernan. 

Before playing their first Acid test the 
band changed their name. They became 
‘The Grateful Dead’ after Jerry Garcia and 
bass player Phil Lesh plucked the name, the 
title of an Egyptian Prayer out of a dictio-
nary during a psychedelic session. The first 
time they stepped on stage with their new 
name was December 4th 1965 in San Jose. 

This was at an Acid Test scheduled 
to start after the Rolling Stones afternoon 
concert in Daly City which the Merry 
Pranksters had attended (coincidentally 
giving Keith Richards and Brian Jones their 
first hit of LSD that day). 

The time of the chart is cast for 
23:04pm, as The MC and ASC are both 
ruled by Mercury. This is without doubt 

the most suitable planet to rule the birth 
of this unique musical journey and rock 
phenomenon (as verified by John Frawley’s 
article on Jerry Garcia in The Astrologer’s 
Apprentice magazine, Issue 8, page 26). 
This time also places the bands natal IC 

The Astrology of the  
GRATEFUL DEAD (1965-1995)  

and their recent revival as 
DEAD & COMPANY 
by Julian Venables (D.F.Astrol.S)
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Both Mercury and Jupiter are retro-
grade and in mutual reception: further-
more Jupiter is also the dispositor of Sun 
and Mercury. The GD was a band that had 
to be sought out and personally ‘discov-
ered’. They weren’t promoted by the music 
industry until their ‘Touch of Grey’ video 
[9th May 1987]. This gave them both com-
mercial and chart success, as originally 
they had emerged from the hippie ‘under-
ground’ movement (Sun and Mercury in 
the 4th house). However once discovered 
the Jupiter in Gemini in the 10th house 
was publicly displayed as deadheads are 
known for wearing full colour Tie-dye 
T-shirts and spouting many facts and snip-
pets of information about the band.

The Jupiter in Gemini is also found in 
the band's famous logo, the Steal-your-
face symbol, which has a lightning bolt 
in the head. Jupiter rules lightning bolts 
and Gemini’s ruler, Mercury is known for 
’stealing’.

Mercury and Jupiter are also planets 
of travelling, and the GD was known for 
consistent west coast-to- east coast tour-
ing. In their 30 year career (1965-1995) 
they played 2,318 shows (an average of 77 
shows a year). One of their famous lyrics 
is “The bus came by and I got on, that’s 
where it all began.” (Mercury rules buses, 
and ‘where it all began’ indicates the moon 
in Aries). The Steal your face symbol is 
also a favourite bumper sticker found on 
Deadheads’ cars.

The band naturally adapted to life 
on the road, and so did the ‘dead-icated’ 
Deadheads, who developed their own 
socio-cultural identity as they followed the 
band, likened to a travelling hippie circus 
in an assortment of VW Vans and converted 
school buses.

In the words of the rhythm guitarist 
Bob Weir, “following the Grateful Dead is 
one of the last great American adventures”.  
To go on tour was to take in the bigger 

To go on tour was to 
take in the bigger  

picture (Jupiter) of 
America with plenty  

of venue stops en 
route (Gemini) as a 

career or life direction 
(10th house). 

Beauty’ and ‘Workingman’s Dead’ from 
1970. These two albums were recorded 
at the same time during the band’s pro-
gressed full moon phase at 16°Gemini/
Sagittarius starting in May 1969.

The combination of planets in the 
mutable T-square also explains their play-
ing style. They were rock and roll pioneers 
because they explored the interaction of 
melody and harmony to create moments 
of relative tension followed by moments of 
relative release. A GD show provided plenty 
of musical suspension always leading to a 
happy resolve. 

Mercury in Sagittarius encapsulates 
the band perfectly as they were known for 
being fun loving and travelled widely. The 
GD was known for extending their songs 
to great lengths sometimes lasting 30 min-
utes. They took the audience on inner jour-
neys (Mercury on the IC) as they listened 
to their expansive and generous inter-
pretations. Each time a song was played 
it was given a unique outing, leading the 
fans to tape the shows so they could listen 
again and again (Mercury retrograde). The 
Mercury/Saturn mutable square offers 
another meaning here, the band’s music 
once recorded by fans gave it a time endur-
ing legacy (Saturn). Since consumption of 
LSD by the Deadheads (the name used to 
describe the band’s devotees) was extreme-
ly popular at the band's shows. The only 
way to re-experience the show was to have 
recordings to help the Deadheads remem-
ber what happened. 

If we consider the secondary pro-
gressions of Mercury they reveal how the 
band used amplified sound. The band’s 
retrograde Mercury stationed direct at 
2°Sagittarius 48’ on the 16th February 1973. 
The band broke all world records intro-
ducing and touring with a huge sound 
system called ‘The Wall of Sound’ starting 
on February 9th 1973 for about 18 months. 
The ‘Wall of Sound’ was created by the infa-
mous LSD chemist Owsley Stanley, who 
was also the band’s sound engineer. 

picture (Jupiter) of America with plenty of 
venue stops en route (Gemini) as a career 
or life direction (10th house). 

The Gemini/Sagittarius angles and 
planets brought their spirited and enthu-
siastic message to anyone who wanted to 
join in the party. The root of their being 
was to play music in the land of the free (IC 
in Sagittarius).

Mercury and Jupiter ruled these short 
and long journeys (tour after tour going 
from state to state) within the USA. They 
summed up their continuous on-the-road 
experiences in the song “Truckin’” from 
which comes the chorus: “Sometimes the 
lights are all shining on me, other times I 
can barely see, lately it occurs to me, what 
a long strange trip it’s been.” 

The band made an adventurous 
trip to Egypt to play 3 nights beside the 
Giza Pyramids on 14-16 September 1978. 
Their Progressed MC/IC axis was conjunct 
the natal Sun on 4 Jul 1978. On the 16 
September while they were playing a 
lunar eclipse took place. 

The band’s Ascendant is 3°52’ Virgo, 
which indicated how they continuously 
perfected and shaped their craft. At the 
same time, Deadheads would be critical as 
to the band's performance, analysing each 
show and whole tours into infinitesimal 
detail (as evident in the popular ‘Deadbase’ 
book series) often rating shows and look-
ing for the best show. 

When it came to a ‘best show’ every 
fan has a personal opinion, although one 
particular show is often touted as being 
‘the one’: 8th May 1977, Barton Hall, Cornell 
University, 8pm. 

In 1977 Jerry Garcia had transiting 
Saturn conjoining his Sun. At the time of 
the concert, an unaspected Sun in Taurus 
opposed the band's natal Neptune, as 
well as transiting Neptune having recent-
ly conjuncted the band's natal Sun in 
Sagittarius. The Neptune influence elevat-
ed this concert (and the rest of the May 
1977 spring tour) into mythical realms. 
Also the timing of the show placed a 
Venus/Mars conjunction in Aries into the 
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Saturn in Pisces signifies the LSD experi-
ence. A psychedelic experience at a show 
initiated Deadheads into the heart centred 
(5th house) creative relationship the devo-
tees had with the band. 

Some fans were so enamoured of 
the experience that the GD became the 
only band they would listen to (a sort of 
Saturnine limit or restriction of choice). 

Venus and Mars in Capricorn in the 5th 
also remind us that the leisure and recre-
ational drugs connected to the GD scene 
were illegal (Capricorn). Unfortunately 
some Deadheads would get caught with 
drugs and face jail time after breaking the 
law (disposited by Saturn in Pisces). 

The GD’s Descendant in Pisces angu-
larly conjuncts Saturn, and indicates how 
fantasy based the Deadhead’s relationship 
with the band could be. For carefree and 
adventurous types there was a relation-
ship to LSD to fathom out. The band went 
through a series of keyboard players who 
died (Saturn in the 7th house). The GD 
went through 4 keyboard players in their 
30 year history.  

Venus in the 5th house is tradition-
ally in its joy and signifies the love and 
fun of the band and the ecstatic dancing 
of their devotees. There was a lot of play-
fulness and joy mixed with an exuberant 
amount of passion and hedonism. The 
Deadheads developed their own costume 
style and fashion made up of tie-dye t-shirts 
mixed with ethnic Guatemalan patterned 
clothes, Birkenstock sandals and accesso-
ries like necklaces, headbands and other 
totem jewelery. 

Venus applies a cardinal square to 
the moon indicating self-indulgence and 
sensuality that is somewhat tension-based. 
The band made many sacrifices to stay on the 
road and please their fans, which no doubt 
strained relationships. But also Deadheads 
found themselves in a motivational struggle 
of wanting to party at every show whilst also 
needing to keep a stable life.  

The strong Capricorn and Saturn influ-
ence in the GD chart can also be found in 
the name of one of their favourite concert 
venues: The Winterland Ballroom in San 
Francisco where they played many shows 
up until 1978. It was here the GD filmed 
the ‘Grateful Dead Movie’ (released in 1976) 
and then took temporary retirement on 
20th October 1974 after the last Winterland 
show (transiting Sun and Uranus conjunc-
tion opposite natal moon in Aries).

By the early 1980’s the GD established 
themselves as a touring force to be reck-
oned with. They had several planetary pro-
gressions into Capricorn: what started out 
as fun became a working responsibility to 
the scene they’d created. 

5th house opposing Pluto in the 11th. The 
band expressed their creative power that 
night!

The GD chart has the Moon at 
29°Aries in the 8th house which indicates 
the band as being self-reliant and self-mo-
tivating, keeping the world at a distance 
(Jerry Garcia also has natal moon in Aries). 
The moon also signifies the reactions and 
responses of the listeners (Deadheads). The 
band was often described as possessing a 
magical power in their music; which would 
evoke a shamanistic or healing experience 
within the audience. This ‘sixth sense’ was 

used by the band as they jammed which 
led the audience into otherworldly states. 
The music traversed previously unexplored 
rock and roll territory, going places no 
other band had been to. 

To quote the band’s song Scarlet 
Begonias: “Once in a while you get shown 
the light in the strangest of places if you 
look at it right.” Their promoter and manag-
er Bill Graham once said: “They’re not only 
the best at what they do; they’re the only 
ones that do what they do.” 

The moon in Aries makes a separat-
ing sextile to Jupiter at 27° Gemini which 
suggests the Deadheads outpoured their 
feelings and emotions during the shows. 
There was a sense of being protective of 
their faith and belief in the band, and a 
larger nurturing feeling when they were 
gathered at shows.

Both Venus (28°) and Mars (16°) are 
in Capricorn in the 5th house, dispos-
ited by ruler Saturn in Pisces. Venus and 
Mars are in a wide conjunction and the 5th 
house describes pleasurable pastimes and 
creative expression. As already mentioned, 

The progressed Sun changed sign 
into Capricorn on 14 Sep 1982 followed by 
a progressed New Moon at 0°Capricorn 
on 6 Jul 1983. Then progressed Mars 
changed sign into Capricorn on 13 Nov 
1983. The progressed crescent Moon 
phase at 5 Capricorn/20 Aquarius on 4 
Aug 1987 occurred just after the Dylan 
and the Dead shows.

The natal placement of Mars in 
Capricorn in the 5th house is illustrated in 
the title of the GD’s last studio album ‘Built 
to last’, released October 31st, 1989. The 
GD’s last show before Jerry Garcia’s death 
was July 9th, 1995 at a concert venue 
called ‘Soldier Field’ (Mars in Capricorn).  
This Mars placement is evident when one 
considers the band's career that spanned 
thirty years. It reflects the solid practical 
driven ambition of the band that turned 
on America. 

Following progressions of the MC/
IC axis reveal interesting correlations: 
The band was considered to have a few 
‘revival’ years of which 1990 was the best. 
This period culminated with a 12 date 
tour of Europe. The progressed MC con-
joined progressed Jupiter on 4 Feb 1990.  
The Grateful Dead’s legendary status and 
accompanying fame made them too big 
and when the progressed MC conjuncted 
natal Jupiter on 7 Apr 1993, they started 
having problems with the ever expanding 
crowds and people outside the venue who 
couldn’t get in. 

On March 31st 1995, the progressed 
MC/IC entered into Cancer/Capricorn, after 
30 years of being in Gemini/Sagittarius. 
Sadly just a few months later Jerry Garcia 
could no longer keep up with the pressures 
of change. He died in his sleep on August 
9th 1995. 

Jerry Garcia’s impact on American cul-
ture was so great that the White House flew 
its flag at half-mast the day he died and 
there was mourning throughout the nation. 

Jerry Garcia’s legacy is found in the 
huge archive of recorded concerts: each 
show is like a time capsule in which the 
players are the alchemists brewing up a 
special blend of life enhancing musical 
jam. The Grateful Dead have spawned a 
unique USA based rock music genre known 
as Jam Bands: other good examples of Jam 
bands include Phish and The String Cheese 
Incident.

The remaining original members of 
the band have carried on performing and 
touring the USA, taking on several different 
names over the last 20 years: ‘The Other 
Ones’; ‘The Dead’ and ‘Furthur’ being the 
most well-known. Unfortunately no-one 
could quite replace the genius of Jerry 
Garcia, until recently…?

DEAD & COMPANY

 The band was  
often described as  

possessing a magical 
power in their music; 
which would evoke a  

shamanistic or healing 
experience within the 

audience. This ‘sixth 
sense’ was used by  

the band as they 
jammed which led  
the audience into  

otherworldly states.



page 75V30-03 SEPTEMBER EQUINOX 2021

Rock guitarist John Mayer and discuss the 
upcoming Fare Thee Well shows. 

Apparently John Mayer had by chance 
listened to the Grateful Dead song “Althea” 
on Spotify a few years earlier and had got 
hooked on it, explaining that all he could lis-
ten to was Grateful Dead music since then. 

The two players got on really well 
and a couple of months later on June 
13th 2015, John Mayer played with Phil 
Lesh at Phil’s restaurant and bar, Terrapin 
Crossroads in San Rafael, CA., and after 

Fare Thee Well &  
The 50th anniversary shows

2015 was the GD’s 50th anniversary, 
and sure enough the official announce-
ment came they would reform and play 
five live shows: two in California and three 
in Chicago. The band was to enlist Trey 
Anastasio of Phish as lead guitarist (Trey 
used to follow the Grateful Dead in late 
70’s/early 80’s, and was inspired to start his 
own band Phish) and keyboardists Bruce 
Hornsby and Jeff Chimenti. 

The astrology reflected this perfect-
ly as the transiting Uranus /Pluto square 
made an aspect to the GD’s natal Mars at 
16 Capricorn in March 2015. 362,000 tickets 
for the shows sold out in a few hours, and 
the band broke a rock’n’roll record for the 
largest grossing income on just five live 
performances. The band also had 175,000 
subscribers pay for live streams (a historic 
pay-per-view world record). 

Billboard calculated the Fare Thee 
Well concerts did very well indeed, gross-
ing $52million dollars. A suitable world 
record to top a 50 year incredible career, 
and surely a very clear Pluto conjunction 
transit to the band's Mars, which rules their 
8th house! After the shows, bass player Phil 
Lesh announced his retirement to spend 
more time with his family.  

Not Fade Away… a new dawn arises
On February 5th 2015, Bob Weir was 

invited to play on TV’s The Late Late Show, 
to accompany the young famous Blues 

playing announced to the audience 
(quote): “This music, your music, kicked my 
ass about four years ago when it was every-
thing to me all over again, and I want to 
thank you guys so much for accepting me 
into your lives. I hope you can tell I’m doing 
it from the heart and thank you for being 
so kind and good to me, and I will pay it 
forward, I promise.”

Soon after the Fare Thee Well concerts, 
and like the phoenix from the ashes, a new 
band was hatched: “Dead & Company” 
consisting of original members Bob Weir 
& the GD’s two original drummers Bill 
Kreutzmann and Mickey Hart, along with 
youthful new recruits lead guitarist John 
Mayer, bass player Oteil Burbridge and 
Keyboardist Jeff Chimenti. 

This new combination was a literal 
resurrection: John Mayer has become a 
convert to the GD’s style of music. Even 
though he was already a huge blues guitar 
star in his own right, he decided he wanted 
to front Dead & Co., which was exactly what 
the original old-timers needed to keep 
going, and introduce whole new younger 
generations to the GD sound. 

2015-2018 & into the future…  
Dead & Company chose Halloween at 

Madison Square Garden in NYC for their first 
show (I took the average evening concert 
start time of 8pm. See chart below left.)

In this incarnation Dead & Co. are 
again ruled by Mercury with the Ascendant 
and the IC (the roots and foundations) in 
Gemini and Virgo. Mercury is placed in the 
5th (of youthful musicians, and creative 
fun), making a trine to the MC.

Dead & Company will bring ripples of 
feeling and emotion to the Deadheads as 
they have a grand trine in Water with Sun in 
Scorpio >Moon in Cancer >Neptune in Pisces.

The Moon is also in an opposition to 
Pluto in Capricorn, which tends to indicate 
there is much more of a business and pro-
fessional edge to this incarnation. With the 
moon linking to both Neptune and Pluto, 
the new and younger people attending the 
shows will be transformed by the magic of 
the music. 

Billboard calculated  
the Fare Thee Well  
concerts did very 

well indeed, grossing 
$52million dollars.  
A suitable world  

record to top a 50 
year incredible career, 
and surely a very clear 

Pluto conjunction  
transit to the bands 

Mars, which rules  
their 8th house! 

The new bands logo, with the Jupiter Lightning Bolt.
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DEAD & COMPANY

There is an interesting stellium of 
Jupiter, Mars and Venus in Virgo (Jupiter 
trines Pluto), of which Mercury is the dis-
positor. The nodal axis is exactly on the 
cardinal axis of 0°Libra/ 0°Aries, which indi-
cates an equalisation or balancing between 
the old and the new. 

  Looking at the Bi-wheel between the 
GD 1965 chart and the Dead & Co.2015 
chart (below), there is fascinating Synastry.

The Dead & Co.’s Virgo stellium falls 
right across the 1965 Uranus/Pluto con-
junction; this indicates how the new band 
will still carry the magic of the sixties with 
its inherent wisdom (Jupiter) and the way 
the Deadheads can still relate (Venus and 
Mars) to the new band. 

There is a Chiron at 17°Pisces return 
happening, which is a 50 year reset: the 
‘wound’ of the 1965 band has been reset 
and a healing has occurred: The on-going 
legalisation of Cannabis maybe? (The orig-
inal band was busted twice for weed in 
1967 and 1970 prompting the song Truckin’ 
to be written).

The 18°Gemini Ascendant is very close 
to the GD’s natal Jupiter- the youthful infu-
sion of new members keeps the touring 
going, and also tie-dyes are popular again.

The new band’s Saturn is conjunct 
the 1965’s south node, Mercury and Sun in 
Sagittarius: the original members, older and 
wiser, still carry the enthusiasm and spirit-

ed excitement that they originally had. The 
party never ends on the Golden road to 
unlimited devotion…   

Other notable points include new 
Uranus in Aries conjuncting 1965’s Part 
of Fortune; and the new band's Neptune 
in Pisces is angularly conjunct 1965’s 
descendant; also the new band's Pluto is 
[still] conjunct 1965’s Mars. 

This fascinating Synastry between old 
and new bodes extremely well for Dead 
& Company’s future: they have just had 
a superbly successful 2018 summer tour, 
revisiting venues that the old Grateful Dead 
used to play at. 

The magical musical experiment con-
tinues as John Mayer wins over the hearts 
and minds of the original Deadheads, 
whilst bringing many new fans to the origi-
nal jam band experience. 

There is one other interesting Synastry 
in the charts of Bob Weir and John Mayer: 
they share the same birthdate! Bob Weir 
was born on October 16th 1947 and John 
Mayer 30 years later on October 16th, 1977. 

There aren’t any birth times for either 
musician, but Sun conjunct Sun in Libra, 
and Saturn conjunct Saturn in Leo (with a 
7° orb) makes it a very interesting pairing 
and musical relationship!   

Long may they live! In their own words 
“We will survive, we will get by.”(From the 
song ‘A touch of grey’)

A final quote from the original founder 
Jerry Garcia helps to sum up the Grateful 
Dead experience: “We need magic, bliss and 
power, myth, celebration and religion in our 
lives and music is a good way to encapsu-
late a lot of it.” 

Writing this article achieves two of the great loves 
in my life: Astrology and the music of the Grateful 
Dead. I hope you enjoy reading it. With all good 
wishes, Julian Venables. 

Julian Venables (D.F.Astrol.S) was born on 22 
August 1967; 04:15am; Croydon, UK. He's a British 
deadhead and astrologer (for almost 30 years) who 
attended around 50 Grateful Dead shows from 
1989-1991. Spring tour 1989; Europe tour 1990; Fall 
tour 1991, and quite a lot of California shows in 
between (at Shoreline & Frost Amphitheatres and 
Sacramento). Julian discovered astrology around 
the same time as the Grateful Dead and carried his 
first Ephemeris in his backpack when he was on tour! 
He got serious with astrology from 2002, doing his 
professional training with the Faculty from 2004 
and receiving the Diploma in 2010. Julian has an 
American wife whom he married in 2008, and they 
have a daughter who was born in Tennessee in 2009 
and has dual citizenship with USA and UK. They cur-
rently both live with him on the south coast of the 
UK. UK phone/what’s app: +44(0)7881 425498; 
Email: julestheastrologer@gmail.com 
www.londonastrologer.com

The new band’s  
Saturn is conjunct the 

1965’s south node, 
Mercury and Sun in 

Sagittarius: the  
original members, older 

and wiser, still carry 
the enthusiasm  

and spirited  
excitement that they 

originally had.  
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pick up one book, read a couple of pages, 
then put it down and jump over to another.

Another characteristic of Mercury 
in detriment, is playing loose with the 
truth, lying and being deceitful. When I 
was younger, you could describe me as an 
oblivious liar - I thought of myself as basi-
cally truthful but didn’t mind stretching 
things a bit - or a lot - to make myself look 
good. I got myself in trouble with that.

Fall - I have often had the experience of 
feeling like I was being ignored, not taken 
seriously, not listened to. Have you ever 
had the experience in a meeting of making 
a suggestion and having it blown off, then 
having someone else make exactly the same 
suggestion a little later and have it be wel-
comed? I’ve been through that a lot.

Internally, I have always felt that the 
way I think is kind of odd, out of sync with 
the world around me, so I felt misunder-
stood, not listened to. After one too many 
funny looks when I said something I was 
thinking, I learned to keep my mouth shut 
when I need to. I also have learned how to 

It is common to hear modern astrologers 
criticize the traditional astrology con-
cepts of debility, detriment, and fall.

For those of you who do not use these 
interpretive terms, a planet in a sign oppo-
site to the one it rules is in detriment, and 
a planet opposite its exaltation sign is said 
to be in fall. To be in rulership or exaltation 
is called being dignified, and to be in det-
riment or fall is called being debilitated. In 
traditional astrology, both detriment and 
fall will tend to hinder or create problems 
in the expression of that planet.

There is much criticism of the nega-
tive connotations associated with these 
terms, and much insistence that a planet in 
a debilitated state can be a strong asset in 
a chart. Let a planet just be as it is; any sign 
placement of any planet can be used posi-
tively — is the argument.

What I maintain in this article is that 
the concepts of debility, detriment, and 
fall can give useful information as to how a 
planet will play out in a person’s life. They 
can provide useful information on how to 
deal with the planet’s expression. To illus-
trate that, I want to take a detailed look at 
a debilitated planet I know very well from 
experience - Mercury in Pisces in my own 
natal chart.

Mercury in Pisces is in both detriment 
and fall, so it is doubly debilitated.

Now obviously, this does not neces-
sarily mean I am not intelligent or that I 

cannot communicate verbally. I was a top 
student and national merit scholar in school, 
and I make my living as a computer trainer. I 
have published several books on traditional 
astrology that have been well received, and 
I am sitting here writing this essay that you 
are reading. So, that completely discredits 
the notion that a planet in detriment and fall 
cannot express positively.

How Mercury in Pisces Plays Out
However, I want to consider the mean-

ings of those two terms here, detriment 
and fall, and see how they have played out 
in my life.

A planet in detriment is said to be 
out of control, scattered, not in its element. 
Projects started tend to fall apart and come 
to nothing. There is a lack of ease, comfort, 
at-home-ness.

A planet in fall is said to be not respect-
ed, not heard or listened to, accorded little 
honor - I call it the Rodney Dangerfield of 
debility.

Can I see evidence of these problems 
with detriment and fall? You betcha, and 
I wish I had been conscious of them a lot 
earlier in my life; it would have saved me a 
lot of grief.

Detriment - I can’t count the number 
of book projects I have started writing and 
not finished. When I read, my attention 
often jumps all over the place, and I will 

WORKING  
WITH DETRIMENT  

AND FALL 
by Charles Obert

Jerry Garcia’s impact 
on American culture 
was so great that 

the White House flew 
its flag at half-mast 
the day he died and 

there was mourning 
throughout the nation.  

A planet in fall  
is said to be not  
respected, not  

heard or listened to,  
accorded little  

honor - I call it the  
Rodney Dangerfield  

of debility.

A planet in detriment  
is said to be out of  
control, scattered, 
not in its element. 

PLANETARY 
      CONDITION
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It would have been very useful to me 
if I’d found an astrologer who had talked 
openly about the problems of a debilitated 
Mercury - you don’t feel respected or taken 
seriously, you feel odd or misunderstood, 
you don’t always talk in ways that other 
people understand, your mind can get 
scattered and jump all over the place, you 
start a ton of projects you don’t finish and 
can stand to work on consistency and disci-
pline, you can be deceitful and a liar some-
times, and so on. 

I had to figure out all those things on 
my own, the long, slow, and hard way.

The Backup Plan
For astrologers, just telling a client 

they have a problem area that needs work 
is often not helpful. When I point out a 
problem area, I often get the question, 
what can I do about it? 

Here, I want to talk about how we can 
use that same strategy of weighing up dig-
nity and debility to find out where in the 
chart the problem planet can get support. 
We need to let the chart answer the ques-
tion of how to deal with the problem rather 
than using a canned, one-size-fits-all piece 
of advice.

I call this strategy, the Backup Plan.
It is very common in traditional texts 

to see a line of reasoning like this… Let’s 
say you are looking for the Lord or main 
support of a point, maybe the Lord of the 
Ascendant. First, you look at the sign ruler 
— is that planet in good shape itself, and 
does it aspect the point in question? If not, 
then go to the exalted sign ruler if there 
is one. If that planet is not in good shape, 
then continue through the family tree of 
the minor dignities. What you are look-
ing for are the planet or planets that have 
dignity where the problem point is, are in 
good shape themselves, and have a whole 
sign aspect to the problem point.

Here’s how it works out in my chart… 

Finding Supporting Planets
Mercury is in Pisces, and the traditional 

sign ruler is Jupiter. Jupiter has the minor 
dignity of triplicity, but it is in Aries, and 
Aries does not make a whole sign aspect 
to Pisces. In traditional terms this means 
Jupiter is averse, meaning out of the line of 
vision or out of touch. Jupiter being averse 
to Mercury means there is no direct com-
munication between them, so Jupiter is in 
no condition to help out.

Next is the exalted ruler, Venus in 
Aquarius, which is also averse to Mercury.

play the game of fitting in with the world 
around me.

Have I made this difficulty work in my 
favor? Yes, I think so. Precisely because issues 
with Mercury were a problem, a sore spot, I 
spent a great deal of time and effort study-
ing and working on all aspects of the mind 
and communication, verbal and non-verbal 
both. Over the years, I think this has given 
me the ability to articulate what I am think-
ing and feeling quite clearly, and also to 
listen carefully to how others communicate, 
— to really hear what they are saying.

I try to speak only truthfully, but I am 
often aware of the desire or tendency to 
clean things up a bit to look better. Do I 
think I am completely truthful? No, but I 
think the “stretches” get less frequent and 
less stretchy.

Do I look at the world a bit differently 
than most people around me? Yes, I do, and 
after much work I have gotten pretty good 
at communicating what I am thinking in a 
way that is now often well received, pre-
cisely because it is different, a bit odd, a bit 
out of the norm.

That was a long hard road, especially 
when I was younger and wasn’t very aware 
of what was going on.

Dealing with Debility as an Astrologer
Now, let’s take this and put it in the 

context of my visiting an astrologer for a 
reading.

A positive-slanted astrologer might talk 
about how intuitive and artistic I was, maybe 
how spiritual and sensitive. One astrologer 
dwelt on how I often used humor to com-
municate my ideas, and that is true, but 
they said nothing about the problem side 
of debilitated Mercury. I could walk out of a 
reading like that feeling vaguely puffed up 
at how very spiritual and evolved I was.

Jerry Garcia’s impact 
on American culture 
was so great that 

the White House flew 
its flag at half-mast 
the day he died and 

there was mourning 
throughout the nation.  

For astrologers,  
just telling a client 

they have a problem 
area that needs work 

is often not helpful. 
When I point out a 

problem area, I often 
get the question, 

what can I do  
about it? 
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OBERT
Looking at the minor dignities, the 

bound ruler of Mercury is Saturn, which is 
quite strong in some ways, being exalted 
in Libra, in an angular house by whole sign, 
and in a strong mutual reception with Venus. 
but again, Saturn is averse to Mercury.

Next, we can look at the triplicity rulers. 
In the system I use, there are three triplici-
ty rulers for each element, and I look at all 
three of them. In my chart, in order, they are 
Mars as night ruler, Venus as day ruler, and 
the Moon as participating ruler. Venus we 
already looked at and dismissed. However, 
the other two triplicity rulers have possibility.

The Moon is in very good shape, in its 
rulership in Cancer and angular in the sev-
enth house, and the Moon makes a tight 
applying trine to Mercury. Mercury is defi-
nitely influenced for the better by the Moon.

Mars is also very strong, being in tra-
ditional rulership in Scorpio and tightly 
conjunct the Midheaven. Mars also makes a 
trine by sign to Mercury. This means Mars is 
a good candidate to be a supporting planet 
to Mercury.

The last minor dignity is Face, and 
Mercury is in the Face of Mars, a planet we 
have already looked at.

Working with the Strength of 
Supporting Planets

Summing up, the main support for 
Mercury in this chart is the Moon in Cancer 
and Mars in Scorpio, two strong, digni-
fied angular planets that make a trine to 
Mercury. Both Mars and the Moon are con-
siderably stronger than Mercury, so the 
Moon influences Mercury, and not the other 
way around; in this chart emotion is stronger 
than intellect. Mars intensifies that and can 
add a kind of passionate commitment when 
it is involved. The emotional side can’t be 
ignored, and we need a strategy for dealing 
with Mercury that acknowledges this.

How does this work out for me? In my 
life, for Mercury to function well, I need 
to be emotionally involved, to care. With 
Mars, I need to have a sense that what I 
am studying or working on is worth doing, 
that there is a purpose for it, something 
worth fighting for.

There is another important piece to 
this interaction. The Moon in Cancer is in 
the seventh house of primary partners, and 
Mars in Scorpio is in the whole sign elev-
enth house of friends and groups. Mercury 
really needs close friends, trusted associ-
ates, partners with a similar sense of values, 
to be able to converse with and get valida-
tion from. Given the people support of the 

Moon and Mars, it makes sense that the 
Mercury needs feedback and support to 
function well. I need to have trusted friends 
and associates to share ideas with; I don’t 
operate well in a vacuum. 

Strategies that Don’t Work
Would a Saturn sort of strategy work 

well for influencing Mercury — maybe just 
an appeal to duty, or telling me I have to 
study or work on something, and never 
mind why? Or an appeal to authority —
this is how things are done? Nope; doesn’t 
work. Mars in Scorpio doesn’t like taking 
orders; it needs the freedom to think things 
through and make its own decision.

Would it work to say, — Never mind 
how you feel, just do it? Nope; doesn’t work.

Mercury works best in a situation where 
Mars is engaged and committed. The Moon 
adds in a need to care for the people I work 
with, and a need to feel emotionally safe. 

The appeal to emotion has become an 
important asset for dealing with my prob-
lem of lying. I have learned from experience 
that telling the truth and telling lies feel dis-
tinctly different. Lying feels stressful, knot-
ted up on itself, icky; when I pay attention, 
it is a feeling I do not like at all. So, when I 
am in a situation where I have the tempta-
tion to lie to cover myself, to get something 
or to avoid conflict, I use feeling as a way to 
keep me on track and use the motivation of 
the Scorpio Mars to help me to stay honest, 
and true to my values.

The emotional tie-in to the Moon has 
become a strength, as it has given me the 
ability to articulate emotions in a way that 

can be very helpful. The strength of the 
Moon has become a strength of Mercury.

Summing up, notice the overall strategy 
here. You can appeal to the strong points in 
the influencing planets as a way to get at the 
weakness of the problem planet.

The Problems Don’t Go Away
I need to emphasize that the difficult 

parts of detriment and fall haven’t gone 
away as I have gotten older. My mind still 
gets scattered and jumps all over the place; 
when I am talking with others and get excit-
ed, I can get incoherent and tongue-tied; I 
still have to watch my tendency to want to 
stretch the truth a bit. I can start projects 
and drop them to go do something else. 
Currently, I am in the middle of reading 
about 10 or so books, and I have three book 
writing projects that I am working on —I’ll 
pick up one and work it for awhile, then 
drop it and go to another, and so on.

The problems are still there, but I am 
more aware of them; as well, I have devel-
oped strategies to deal with them, and to 
try to minimize the problems they cause. 
Awareness of my chart helps me know 
what kinds of strategies work the best.

Summing Up
So, there is my point - debility, detri-

ment, and fall are not judgmental terms, 
they are descriptive terms. Talking about 
problems or difficulties is not a put-down 
and does not mean you are destined to be 
second rate. It does mean that you have 
some work to do, and an increase in aware-
ness is helpful and necessary to deal with 
the problems. 

All planets are not created equal, and all 
charts are not equally fortunate or unfortu-
nate. Working with dignity and debility gives 
us as astrologers a powerful tool to weigh 
up the strong and weak points in a chart, 
and to give strategies for dealing with them.

Do things always work out for the best? 
Not necessarily, but we take what we are 
given and work with it the best we can.

Trust me —I am Mercury in Pisces, and 
I know this point really, really well by now.

Charlie Obert is a long-time student of astrology. 
He has published six books on traditional tech-
niques that have been well received, three of which 
are being used as textbooks at Kepler College, and 
he has been a regular instructor at Kepler College 
since 2017. Charlie also has a computer training 
and a writing background, and his mission is to 
make the techniques of traditional astrology clear 
and usable for all astrologers. He does not own any 
cats. You can find out more about Charlie’s writing 
and other work at his website, https://studento-
fastrology.com 

So, there is my point 
— debility, detriment, 

and fall are not 
 judgmental terms, 

they are descriptive 
terms. Talking about 

problems or  
difficulties is not a 
put-down and does 

not mean you are  
destined to be  

second rate. It does 
mean that you have 

some work to do,
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either direction were seen as problematic. 
Chart factors that influence the prima-
ry qualities of malefics and move them 
towards more balance can improve their 
planetary condition.

Mars is associated with excessive heat 
and dryness. Saturn is associated with 
excessive cold and dryness. It helps Mars 
to be cooled down and it helps Saturn to 
be warmed up because they will be moved 
from their extreme temperature. It helps 
both to be moistened because dryness 
separates things and is seen as destructive. 
Moisture brings things together and sup-
ports growth. It is fertile and nurturing.

Sect
The most prominent chart factor influ-

encing the primary qualities is the sect 
of the chart. The sect classifies the chart 
as a day chart or a night chart. Sect is the 
primary indicator of the environment that 
all of the planets need to live in. Each sect 
is seen as more supportive to a particular 
“team” of planets consisting of a Leader, a 
Benefic and a Malefic.

Introduction
In traditional astrology, the planets 

are not all at an equal starting point com-
ing together to blend energies in a chart. 
Each planet wants to do what comes natu-
ral to it. Some are in a better position to 
express their pure energy and be construc-
tive because they are comfortable and 
they have resources. Other planets are in 
poor condition and their energy can come 
through in less constructive ways, some-
times leading to negative outcomes. We 
can’t fully interpret a planet without under-
standing the planetary condition because 
planetary condition impacts how the ener-
gies will express. 

The most important determinants of 
planetary condition involve the dignity 
or debility of the planet, the house place-
ment and the aspectual relationships. 
However, there are other factors that can 
add helpful nuance to your interpretation 
of planetary condition.  One of these is a 
consideration of the primary qualities: hot, 
cold, wet and dry. 

“Hot” is active and energetic - it is gas 
molecules moving all over the place, seem-
ing to have no boundaries: separate and 
moving out.

“Cold” is receptive and passive - it is the 
molecules of solid ice coming together and 
being at rest: solid, pulled in to the center.

“Wet” is formless, adaptable and 
unlimited like water. It also brings things 
together and connects them, like moist soil 
or wet sand.

“Dry” is more singular like a grain of 
dry sand. For this reason, it is said that dry 
separates things. Dry also holds its struc-
ture or shape.

These qualities were fundamental to 
the science, or natural philosophy, at the 
time astrology was developed. In astrology, 
the primary qualities were incorporated 
into the meanings of planets and signs and 
they influenced interpretations of how the 
planets would operate in a person’s life.

In astrology, specific primary qualities 
are associated with each of the planets, 
but they aren’t static. Other factors in the 
chart can modify the primary qualities for 
better or worse. While all of the planets 
were assigned primary qualities, I find this 
concept most useful with the malefics. 
The other planets are already temperate. 
Malefics are uncomfortable for us because 
of their extremes. According to the phi-
losophy at this time, the ideal state was to 
be temperate and in balance. Extremes in 

Planetary Condition 
and Primary Qualities in 

Traditional Astrology 
by Christine Chase

Chart factors that 
influence the primary 
qualities of malefics 

and move them  
towards more  

balance can improve 
their planetary  

condition.
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A day chart has the Sun above the 
Ascendant-Descendant axis (horizon). A 
day chart adds heat to the planets living 
in its environment. The Sun, Jupiter and 
Saturn are supported by a day chart. The 
Sun and Jupiter are part of the day sect 
because it is compatible with their nature. 
Saturn is part of the day sect because it bal-
ances his extreme cold and warms him up.

A night chart has the Sun below the 
horizon. Night is a more cool, moist environ-
ment and it supports the Moon, Venus and 
Mars. The coolness and moisture of night can 
temper Mars’ heat and reduce his dryness. 

Rejoicing by hemisphere
There is a related, but less important 

factor called rejoicing by hemisphere. A 
planet is warmed by being in the same 
hemisphere as the Sun regardless of the 
sect. Jupiter and Saturn rejoice when they 
are with the Sun. Mars and Venus rejoice 
when they are not.  If it’s a night chart, 
Saturn would be colder because he is in 
that cool environment overall (sect), but 
he would also be slightly warmed if he was 
below the horizon with the Sun.  In that 
night chart, Mars is already tempered by 
the chart environment (sect) and could 
be cooled even more if he were above the 
horizon - on the other side of the world 
from the Sun.

Morning Star / Evening Star
Morning stars rise in the East before 

the Sun, so they are associated with the 
masculine, energizing heat of the Sun. 
Morning star planets take part in the heat 
and activity of the Day

Evening stars appear or rise after the 
Sun goes down, then they set in the West. 
The Western horizon is seen as more femi-
nine and passive. Evening star planets are 
cooled by being out in the night.

Signs

In the earliest conception of the ele-
ments that we have from the Stoics [1]: 

• Fire was Hot
• Air was Cold
• Water was Wet
• Earth was Dry

Fire and Air were the active elements 
- the breath that goes in and out. Fire and 
Air complemented each other as they rose 
up toward the boundaries. 

Water and Earth were the passive ele-
ments, moving down toward the center. 

As the theories were evolved in Greek 
philosophy, philosophers began to con-
centrate on transformation and forms. 
Plato wrote that Fire makes things visible 
and Earth makes things tangible and solid. 
He felt that they were too different to be 
directly combined. The other elements, Air 
and Water, were intermediaries that could 
bridge the gap between them. Aristotle 
continued the work on transformation of 
the elements and decided he needed to 
rework the entire model to better fit what 
we can see in the world.

In Aristotle’s model, each element has 
2 primary qualities [2]. The common quality 
facilitates the transformation of form.

• Fire - Hot and Dry, primarily Hot
• Air - Wet and Hot, primarily Wet
• Water - Cold and Wet, primarily Cold
• Earth - Dry and Cold, primarily Dry

Most astrological resources I’ve seen 
consider the Aristotle qualities for the signs 
and planetary compatibility, but I try to also 
consider the Stoic conception while devel-
oping the interpretation of a planet in an 
Air sign.

Rejoicing by Sign
In general, the diurnal planets (Sun, 

Jupiter and Saturn) rejoice in the active 
signs - the signs of fire and air. 

The nocturnal planets (Moon, Venus 
and Mars) rejoice in the receptive signs - 
the signs of earth and water. 

However, Demetra George’s book [3] 
notes that the ancient sources indicate 
some confusion about Mars, the nocturnal 
but very masculine planet. Most astrolo-
gers tend to think of Mars as moving fast, 
not wanting to be bogged down in water 
and earth.

What comes to mind for me is that it 
makes sense to keep Mars with the Earth 
and Water signs because Saturn and Mars 
are tempered by signs of the opposite 
temperament. Also, Mars may be more 
complicated than we think. He rules the 
Water triplicity at night and he also rules 
Scorpio - Maybe Mars is more than a hot-
head moving alone slashing and burning as 
he goes… 

House Quadrants
The final planetary condition I will 

mention doesn’t modify the primary quali-
ties, but does indicate the level of activity 

The quadrants between the Ascendant 
(Asc) and the Midheaven (MC) (1st quad-

Mars may be more 
complicated than we 

think. He rules the 
Water triplicity at 
night and he also  

rules Scorpio.

A planet is warmed 
by being in the same 

hemisphere as  
the Sun regardless  
of the sect. Jupiter 
and Saturn rejoice 

when they are with 
the Sun. Mars and  

Venus rejoice when 
they are not. 
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rant) and the Descendant to IC (Imum Coeli) 
(3rd quadrant) are considered more mascu-
line and active.  

The quadrants between the MC and 
the Descendant (2nd quadrant) and the IC 
to the Ascendant (4th quadrant) are consid-
ered more feminine and passive. 

Chart Examples
It is important to note that with the 

exception of sect, all of these rejoicing con-
ditions and temperament modifications are 
minor influences on planetary condition. 
However, it can be helpful to have them in 
mind when you build your ideas about the 
behavior of the planets.

Donald Trump and Barack Obama
The first two examples are political 

figures with widely noted temperamental 
differences.

In the hot Mars category, I have the 
chart of Donald Trump.  Love him or hate 
him, most would agree with the idea that 
Donald Trump is fiery and impulsive.

While Donald Trump’s Mars is slightly 
cooled by being an evening star, it is also 

living in a Day chart located in the same 
hemisphere as the Sun. The masculine 
fire sign of Leo also heats him up and he 
is in the active 1st quadrant between the 
Ascendant and the Midheaven. 

Now, we will contrast Donald Trump’s 
hot Mars with the Mars of Barack Obama. 
Love him or hate him, Barack Obama is 
known for keeping his cool and being ana-
lytical. He often took a long time to make 
decisions or even statements on issues of 
the day. He also sought input from all sides.

Barack Obama’s Mars has only cooling 
factors. It lives in a night chart, in the oppo-
site hemisphere from the Sun. It is an eve-
ning star in the feminine sign of Virgo and 
it’s in the 2nd quadrant falling toward the 
western horizon.

In the hot Mars  
category, I have 

the chart of Donald 
Trump.  Love him or 

hate him, most would 
agree with the idea 

that Donald Trump is 
fiery and impulsive.
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Celebrities

I also tried this with some lists of 
celebrities. While it’s much easier to find 
lists of them acting out in anger than it is 
to find lists of nice people, I did find both. 
Unfortunately, it’s hard to know if it’s a 
pattern in life or one moment of weak-
ness. A few writeups mentioned a pattern 
of behavior, but most had particular out-
bursts or fights. 

Val Kilmer was in the list of celebrity 
hot heads that mentioned repeated behav-
ior and even called him “notorious”, mainly 
for temper tantrums on set [4]. 

 As I mentioned, it’s hard to know what 
to believe for sure, but Val Kilmer does have 
a very hot Mars with no cooling factors. 
Mars is living in a day chart in the same 
hemisphere as the Sun. Mars is a morning 
star in the masculine fire sign of Sagittarius 
and it is in the active 1st quadrant between 
the Ascendant and the Midheaven. 

Interestingly, his Saturn is cazimi, 
perhaps too busy with its rebirth and 
regeneration to be much help. 

Keifer Sutherland is only on one list, 
and it is more about people you don’t want 
to work with [5]. His write-up said that he 
was an angry person and he had people 
killed off in the series “24” if he thought 
they were outshining him.

His Mars is very hot living in a day chart 
environment in the same hemisphere as 
the Sun. It’s a morning star in the masculine 
sign of Libra where he is in detriment. These 
heating qualities contribute to the excessive 
nature of Mars and can make it more difficult 
to handle hot emotions like anger.

 His Saturn is also very cold despite the 
day chart environment. Saturn is an eve-
ning star in the opposite hemisphere from 
the sun in the feminine sign of Pisces. These 
factors cool Saturn. This cooling, along with 

Keifer Sutherland's 
Mars is very hot  

living in a day chart  
environment in the 

same hemisphere as 
the Sun. It’s a morning 
star in the masculine 
sign of Libra where  
he is in detriment.
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other influences in the chart, leads to the 
callousness of calculated revenge directed 
toward anyone who dared to shine.

Conclusion
I looked at five lists and I found more 

celebrities in the lists that fit the pattern 
more than average, but I also found several 
with known temper issues that had a mix 
of cooling and heating factors. I also found 
some with temper issues that didn’t fit this 
pattern of overheating or overcooling at all.

It’s important to reiterate that these 
quality modifications are not formulaic 
interpretation factors. 

However, it’s good to learn them and 
keep them in mind, because these factors 
can lead to new areas of inquiry as you 
explore the planets and how they might be 
influencing behaviors in the life.
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OPA is thrilled to welcome  
MAGALI MORALES to the OPA Board 

of Directors in the capacity of  

DIRECTOR OF ETHICS.

We are grateful for Alexandra Karacostas’ contribution to the 
Board for many years, including as President. She is stepping 
aside due to personal life transitions, but will remain with us as 
a Consulting Skills and Peer Group leader, and a wise voice on 
the magazine editorial team.

Magali brings rich experience as an MSW psychotherapist, 
evolutionary astrologer, and yoga teacher, who is also well 
versed in anti-oppression work, climate activism, and indig-
enous healing arts. She has already been working on our 
Consulting Skills program and will continue with this and 
other ethical support projects.
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Mean Ratio — can also be seen throughout 
nature (think of the nautilus shell for exam-
ple). Five Venus cycles take eight Earth 
years to complete (5:8 = 1.6 Golden Mean). 
Eight Earth years is equal to 13 Venus years 
(8:13 = 1.6 Golden Mean). Venus’ 584-day 
cycle equals 1.6 (19 months or Golden 
Mean) of an Earth-year. The proportions of 
the Golden Mean are said to be the most 
aesthetically pleasing to the human eye, 
and given that Venus rules over beauty and 
art, this makes perfect sense. Would the 
Golden Mean proportions also be seen on 
other planets I wonder? And would they be as 
aesthetically pleasing there?

When we break down the patterns and 
motions of Venus and the Earth, it’s clear 
that the two have a special relationship. To 
have such well documented evidence of 
the Inanna hymns and rituals suggests that 
the people of Sumer recognised the impor-
tance of this relationship which they saw 

O n a frosty morning in winter last 
year, I stood on top of a hill on my 
property before dawn, waiting to 

see Venus as she made her first appearance 
in the morning sky after being invisible for 
the past couple of weeks. 

As I shivered and waited patiently 
among the birdsongs, my imagination 
brought me back to a time 5000 years ago 
when the ancient Sumerian peoples were 
looking at this same star. They too were 
probably waiting in the stillness of pre-
dawn for the first sight of Morning Star 
Venus. Rather than standing in their dress-
ing gowns as I was, they may have been 
dressed in their battle regalia waiting for 
the right moment to attack, for it was the 
first heliacal morning rise of Venus that the 
people of ancient Sumer were said to plan 
their wars for.

Sumerian worship of Queen Inanna 
& the Venus Cycles

The story of Queen Inanna, possibly 
the oldest love story written in cuneiform 
on clay tablets found around the southern 
half of modern Iraq, is connected to the 
Venus cycle and was the focus of important 
rituals and ceremonies. 

In Inanna, Queen of Heaven and Earth; 
Stories and Hymns from Sumer (Wolkstein & 
Kramer) there are translated hymns to hon-
our the “Lady of the Evening” (Venus Evening 
Star) whose “radiant light guides the people 
and creatures of Sumer to their place of rest 
and love” as well as the “Lady of the Morning” 
(Venus Morning Star) whose “clarity of light 
reveals and settles the proper judgments in soci-
ety so that the people of Sumer can direct their 
energies towards their day’s work.” 

And the “Lady Who Ascends into the 
Heavens” — a ritual for the first sighting of 
Venus as she makes her Heliacal Rise — was 
a much-feared ritual honouring Venus as 
she “appears when the sky is empty and dark...

when all seems lost and void, then Inanna, the 
first one to brave the empty skies appears.”

The story sees Inanna transform from 
the brave, youthful, and somewhat naive 
Inanna, unknowingly walking to her death 
in the underworld, into the wise, contem-
plative, and regenerated Inanna, returning 
to her throne after being resurrected to life. 

While there are differing opinions as 
to which part of the myth relates to which 
part of the Venus cycle, it seems clear in 
this translation that the descent of Inanna 
is aligned to the Morning Star phase of 
Venus, while the ascent of Inanna con-
nected to the Evening Star phase, with the 
invisible phase at the Superior Conjunction 
symbolised by the underworld phase.

Venus-Earth projections
Venus is the only planet that can cast 

a shadow onto Earth. The mathematical 
numbers shared between Venus and Earth 
— the 5:8:13 sequence and the Golden 

VENUS LENS  
Seeing Transits Through  
Rose-Coloured Glasses 

by Shu Yap 

PLANETARY CONDITION

The proportions of 
the Golden Mean are 
said to be the most 

aesthetically pleasing 
to the human eye, 

and given that Venus 
rules over beauty and 

art, this makes  
perfect sense.
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as Venus having a direct influence on their 
earthly affairs like agricultural cycles. 

As I stood on the hill that cold morn-
ing, I pondered that Venus’s shadow and 
the aesthetically pleasing proportions 
being cast onto Earth, could in fact be a 
type of lens that filtered our phenomenal 
experiences, just as it projects onto the nat-
ural world through the Fibonacci sequence. 

At that time, Venus was rising as the 
Lady of the Morning in her feared man-
ifestation of Lady Who Ascends into the 
Heavens (Morning Heliacal Rise). Saturn 
had recently entered Aquarius and the 
Black Lives Matter movement was begin-
ning to gain worldwide traction. Could it 
possibly be that this transit was being filtered 
through the lens of the fiery Venus Morning 
Star, ready to rage on the battlefield?

I decided to test out the Morning 
and Evening Star Venus phases as a lens 
over other concurrent planetary transits, 
imagining that I had my rose-coloured 
glasses on — as Venus rules over roses. I 
played around with this concept and found 
some striking patterns and possibilities. 
But, before we can apply the Venus lens 
onto some examples, it’s important to first 
define the concept of planetary orientation, 
the key parameter of the Venus cycle that I 
projected onto my transit analysis.

Defining Planetary Orientation
The orientation of a planet in relation 

to the Sun is one of the important consid-
erations in determining planetary condition 
and constructing nuanced delineations. The 
idea of this technique is to assess whether a 
planet rises before or after the Sun. 

Planets rising before the Sun are 
called Morning Stars, or Oriental, and can 
be observed at the eastern horizon short-
ly prior to the Sun rising. Planets rising 
after the Sun are called Evening Stars, or 
Occidental, and viewed at the western hori-
zon shortly after the Sun has set.

In Dorotheus of Sidon’s Carmen 
Astrologicum, Morning Stars “make matters 
manifest” while Evening Stars “cover and 
conceal”. Dorotheus speaks to the symbolic 
nature of light and dark, or day and night 
when he describes these orientations. 

Morning Stars
In the morning, the Sun lights up the 

sky bringing sight, consciousness and clar-
ity that can support us to take action and 
manifest our goals. The morning brings 
a sense of renewal having been restored 
after a night of rest, giving us more energy 

to “make matters manifest”. In this context, 
the vision, sight, and energy of the Morning 
Star are attributes that are conducive to our 
ability to initiate, activate, and proceed for-
ward with our tasks or goals. 

Our natal Morning Star planets have 
a yang quality to their expression, through 
their dynamic, active and self-directed 
nature that’s likely to enact life in a more 
outward, concrete manner.

Evening Stars
On the western side, the Evening Star 

can only be seen once the Sun falls below 
the horizon. Commencing as a dim light 
during the twilight period, their visibili-
ty only strengthens as the skies become 
darker to create a contrasting backdrop. 
The symbology of night and darkness is one 
suggestion of Dorotheus’ “cover and con-
ceal” explanation. It suggests that there 
is a certain mystery associated with the 
Evening Star planets; that they operate in 
the realm of the hidden and unseen worlds. 

When night falls, our consciousness shifts to 
an instinctual mode where our other senses 
become more important to our immediate 
survival. Intellect and consciousness give 
way to a sensitive and emotionally height-
ened way of experiencing.

Our natal Evening Star planets have 
a yin quality to their expression, through 
their reflective, collaborative and retrac-
tive characteristics. They are much more 
subdued in nature than the Morning Star 
planets, and their external influences are 
portrayed in more gentle and passive, yet 
complex and meandering ways.

From an archetypal perspective, 
Morning Stars are associated with the 
natures of warriors, idealists and the youth 
and could be personified by the likes of 
Pallas Athena and Ares.

Evening Star types align to the moth-
er and mother nature, and Quan Yin is 
a strong match for the compassionate, 
resilient, and protective character of the 
Evening Star.

Case Study: Meghan Markle
Here’s an example where we can see 

the broad thematic concepts of the Venus 
Morning or Evening Star orientations 
playing out over a person’s biography. In 
Meghan Markle’s case study, we can see 
distinctive layers unfold in her known pub-
lic life which is activated by Venus making 
her nine-month journeys on each side of 
the Sun. This unfoldment mimics the grad-
ual opening of a rose, petal by petal, as 
each Venus cycle comes to fruition.

During the Venus Morning Star 
months, there is evidence of a more enthu-
siastic, vibrant, and initiating Markle mak-
ing independent and bold, but at times 
naive choices as she navigates through the 
treacherous pathway of British royalty. In 
the Venus Evening Star months, Meghan 
gravitates towards areas that require more 
collaboration and connection, and these 
nine-month periods seem to test her resil-
ience and inner fortitude.

The other factor I have included in this 
study is the point at which Venus makes 
her Interior Conjunction which marks the 
beginning of the Venus cycle, as well as the 
Morning or Evening Heliacal rising point. 
This is the point in which Venus becomes 
visible for the first time in the Morning or 
Evening skies (respective to her orienta-
tion) after she escapes the Sun’s beams.

There are varying opinions as to when 
the Heliacal point actually is (anywhere 
between 10 to 15 degrees from the Sun) 
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YAP
however I tend to use the 10-degree calcula-
tion for the Venus cycle because I have been 
able to view Venus at the 10-degree point, 
especially as a Morning Star. The Evening 
Star Venus is more difficult to see with the 
naked eye at 10 degrees and I have found 

the heliacal evening rise to be more accu-
rately closer to 15 degrees. However, for 
simplicity’s sake, this article will refer to the 
Heliacal rise point at 10 degrees.

The houses that the Interior 
Conjunction and Heliacal rise points fall 
into provide important thematic consider-
ations for the nine-month period that will 
unfold from there. These houses, combined 
with Venus’ orientation will form the basic 
principles to draw our observations and 
forecasts from.

Also note, that the Interior Conjunction 
and Morning Rise point will often be in the 
same sign because the invisibility phase of 
that part of the Venus cycle is much shorter 
due to Venus being closer to Earth. However, 
the Superior Conjunction and Evening Rise 
point will often span over two signs, as this 
invisibility period is much longer due to 
Venus being on the outside of the Sun from 
our perspective on Earth. This phenomenon 
in itself provides some symbolic context 
around Morning Stars being more simple 
and direct in course, and Evening Stars 
being more complex in nature.

The Interior  
Conjunction and 

Morning Rise point 
will often be in the 
same sign because 

the invisibility phase 
of that part of the 
Venus cycle is much 

shorter due to Venus 
being closer to Earth. 

However, the a
Superior Conjunction 
and Evening Rise point 

will often span over 
two signs.

PLANETARY CONDITION

EVENING STAR

Superior Conjunction
6 June 2016
16 Gemini (12th House)

Many internet sources agree that Meghan went on a date with 
Prince Harry in June 2016. This happened to be around the time of 
the Superior Conjunction - often symbolically depicted as the kissing 
of Venus (the lover) and the Sun (the King). For Meghan and Harry, 
this archetypal image turned out to be quite literal and formed the 
beginning of their courtship. This Superior Conjunction also occurred 
in Meghan’s 12th house bringing themes of secrecy, self-undoing, 
institutions, and loss for Meghan’s ensuing nine-month unfoldment of 
the Evening Star phase of the Venus cycle. First, they began on a blind 
date then formed a relationship in secrecy to avoid media and gossip. 
One could say that Meghan’s choice to enter into a relationship with a 
Prince and the royal institution could be a form of self-undoing leading 
to Meghan’s ultimate loss of freedom.

Evening Rise
13 July 2016
1 Leo (2nd House)

The Evening Heliacal Rise occurred on the 13th of July 2016 in 
Meghan’s second house of money, resources, and livelihood. In this 
half of the Venus cycle that brings a signature of collaboration and 
partnerships, Meghan really switched gears in terms of contemplat-
ing a possible future in the monarchy where her independent and 
self-driven livelihood may need to give way in order to have a union 
with the Prince. She becomes public with her relationship with Harry 
and meets his royal family for the first time. By the time Venus makes 
her Greatest Brilliancy in February, the couple are fully committed 
in the relationship, making trips between England and Canada to 
maintain their close connection. It’s likely that some major decisions 
were being discussed at this time.

MORNING STAR

Interior Conjunction
25 March 2017
4 Aries (10th House)

Morning Rise
29 March 2017
2 Aries (10th House)

After openly declaring being in love with Harry at the Interior con-
junction, Meghan proceeds to make some bold moves to demonstrate 
her commitment. After the Morning Heliacal Rise of Venus, Meghan 
shuts down her personal brand and business, The Tig; makes her first 
royal appearance and becomes engaged to the Prince.

In her first royal appearance, the media had a field day criticising 
Meghan for her inexperience in royal protocols — holding her handbag 
in the wrong hand, giving hugs when she was not meant to, etc. This 
naivete is characteristic of the Morning Star — likened to Inanna’s 
decision to take the perilous journey into the underworld without really 
understanding what dangers lay ahead of her. And, the Interior Con-
junction and Morning Rise points all happened in the very public 10th 
house, for the whole world to see.

Londisland, CC BY 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons
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EVENING STAR

Superior Conjunction
9 January 2018
18 Capricorn (7th 
House)

Evening Rise
19 February 2018
10 Pisces (9th House)

At the next Superior Conjunction, Meghan makes another kind 
of union which would turn out to be one of her most successful and 
formative projects of her royal career. She meets a group of women 
in a community food group, the Hubb Kitchen - remember, Evening 
Star phase is yin, feminine, nurturing, and collaborative. These ethnic 
women were survivors of the Grenfell Fires and supported each other 
by cooking together.

Meghan was so moved by this community that she helped them to 
launch their own cookbook which raised significant funds to help them 
remain in operation. The Evening Rise point occurred in her 9th house 
— associated with publishing and philanthropy.

Other Evening Star themed events for Meghan were her final 
season of Suits being aired (end of a cycle) and her royal wedding 
(collaboration, partnership).

MORNING STAR

Interior Conjunction
26 October 2018
3 Scorpio (5th House)

Morning Rise
31 October 2018
29 Libra (4th House)

The next Interior Conjunction occurs in Meghan’s 5th house, and 
she announces her first pregnancy. At the same time, she heads to her 
first royal tour in the Pacific region.

The Morning Rise point occurs in Meghan’s 4th house which sees 
her move away from the palace to Frogmore Cottage to escape the 
increasing tabloid pressure and create some privacy for her newborn 
son. Meghan is hounded by the media and is also criticised for her 
workaholic and demanding nature, — very much aligning to the yang 
and active style of the Morning Star.

EVENING STAR

Superior Conjunction
14 August 2019
21 Leo (2nd House)

Evening Rise
19 September 2019
6 Libra (4th House)

At the Superior Conjunction which occurs in her 2nd house, Meghan 
starts to gain some recognition for her hard work ethic and value she 
brings to the royal family.

By the Evening Rise, we start to see a very different side to Meghan 
emerge — one that shows her inner struggle and testing of personal 
resilience as the darker phase of the Venus cycle becomes the 
focus. In her tour of South Africa, a candid interview reveals her real 
struggle with motherhood in the royal family. Just as the last Evening 
Star phase saw her end her television show, this Evening Star phase 
sees Meghan stepping back from royal duties. The 4th house where 
this point occurs fittingly signifies the beginning and end of all things.

MORNING STAR

Interior Conjunction
3 June 2020
13 Gemini (12th House)

Morning Rise
10 June 2020
9 Gemini (12th House)

This Morning Star phase commences in Meghan’s 12th house, and 
we see more endings and losses occur in Meghan’s life through her 
miscarriage and a formal resignation from her royal duties. However, 
Meghan and Harry later announce their second pregnancy.

The 12th house themes continue to permeate this phase as 
Meghan commenced some secretive discussions with various media 
organisations in order to create a succession for her next life. An 
exposé interview with Oprah Winfrey also dominates this phase as 
some big claims were made against the royal family who seemed to 
be blindsided by these public statements. In Morning Star style, both 
Meghan and Harry continued to stand in defiance in somewhat of an 
execution of war, albeit in a passive-aggressive 12th house way.
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PLANETARY CONDITION

Conclusion
As seen in Meghan Markle’s case, the 

Venus Morning or Evening Star essence 
can be seen influencing the themes of 
her life, shifting every nine months. Other 
studies I’ve done around this Venus lens 
concept have simply included analysing 
one long transit (eg. Saturn square Uranus) 
that spans over Venus’ two hemispheres. 
Similarly, the results have shown a distinc-
tive Morning or Evening Star quality to 
these transit’s manifestations.

EVENING STAR

Superior Conjunction
26 March 2021
5 Aries (10th House)

Evening Rise
4 May 2021
23 Taurus (11th House)

At the time of writing, Meghan is still travelling through her Evening 
Star phase, occurring in the 10th house (Superior Conjunction) and 11th 
house (Evening Rise). From this, we know that Meghan’s public life, 
community and networks will be the focus for this nine-month period.

From what we know, Meghan has birthed her second child - keeping 
in the maternal nature of the Evening Star. She has also launched 
her 40x40 project whereby she is asking 40 of her personal friends to 
donate 40 minutes of their time towards mentorship or service to assist 
women re-entering the workforce, for her 40th birthday — talk about 
Venus Evening Star Phase commencing in the 11th house!

Just as the Moon is an important con-
sideration when it comes to horary, elec-
tional astrology, or magical elections, in 
terms of its waxing or waning phase having 
a commanding influence over the whole 
chart, I feel the Venus cycle acts in a sim-
ilar way except it has a longer 18-month 
cycle of nine months as Morning Star 
(waxing) and nine months as Evening Star 
(waning).

Using this Venus lens idea to inter-
pret your transits can narrow down the 

level of multivalence of the archetypes to 
inform your delineations more precisely. 
Understanding a planet’s orientation, in 
general, is an illuminating tool for the 
astrologer seeking a greater level of nuance 
in understanding the core essence of a 
planet’s nature. It provides another layer 
for us to contextually extrapolate further 
meaning from the motions of the heavens 
onto the reality of our earthly existence. 

Therefore, I invite you to experiment 
with this concept in your studies and would 
love to hear about your findings.

Shu Yap is a consulting astrologer, teacher and 
writer from Central Victoria, Australia on Dja Dja 
Wurrung Country. For Shu, astrology is a way of life, 
not just a livelihood. Her practice influences every 
aspect of her life as a grower, beekeeper, artist, 
mother of three, owner builder, off-grid homestead-
er on 80 acres of bushland. Inspired by the Hermetic 
philosophy, Shu practices traditional astrology, is 
a student of alchemy and embodies a sky-centred 
approach to her art. Somewhat a solitary scholar, 
Shu has been certified at the Melbourne School of 
Astrology and the School of Traditional Astrology 
in Horary and Traditional Medical Astrology.
Website: www.interpsycle.com
Instagram: @interpsycle_astrology 
Facebook: @interpsycleastrology 
Email: interpsycle@gmail.com
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Sherri Lasko, designer

Chicago native, Sherri Lasko, has had a life-long love affair 
with the natural worlds — terrestrial and celestial. 

A seasoned graphic and web designer/marketing pro-
fessional by trade, she is also a classically trained pianist, 
conductor, and fine art nature photographer. She enjoys 
working with creative people, businesses, and non-profits 

who hold a holistic vision of making the world a better and more conscious home. Recently, 
Sherri has begun turning her efforts towards helping authors in the areas of growth, 
empowerment, and self-discovery to design, self-publish, and promote their own books.

You can view Sherri's design work at sherrilasko.com  See her photography at 
sherrilaskophotography.com, and follow her on Instagram: Laskophotography.   
For design inquiries:  331.771.0774
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of masks and vaccines, , super spreader 
events, chaotic leadership, misinformation, 
and controversy. The asteroids America, 
Fast, and Grim, were also transiting the 
Gemini nodal axis and eclipse points during 
this period. 

Are We Getting Ourselves Together?
The Mercury cazimi at the end of July 

2021 was a moment of truth with the Sun 
in its domicile of Leo conjunct the aster-
oid Truth (8° Leo). Venus was in its fall in 
health-oriented Virgo conjunct asteroid 
Karma and was cohabiting in disharmony 
with malefic Mars. Jupiter, the planet of 
zeal and extremes, had retrograded back 
to Aquarius at the anaretic 29th degree 

(a degree commonly noted for intensity and 
transition). Are we getting ourselves together? 

The astrological symbology with other 
asteroid occurrences during this period is 
both poetic and revealing. These included 
the conjunction of asteroids Koronis and 
Pan (pandemic) poised together at 10° 
Cancer (moving in tandem to conjunct the 
USA natal Sun). This placement of Koronis/
Pan was in exact opposition to asteroids 
Opportunity and Fanatica (conjunct at 
10° Capricorn), which were co-present in 
Capricorn with asteroid Summer (science) 
conjunct Pluto (the original Wuhan asteroid 
antagonist/catalyst). 

This symbology broadcasts a fanatical 
opposition to the reality of the Coronavirus 
pandemic, along with efforts to antidote it; 
together, they offer an opportunity to fol-
low the science, and get ourselves together. 
Additionally, there was asteroid Morbid, 
which was exact on the USA natal Mercury 
and moving into opposition with Pluto. 

Looking Ahead: The Wuhan Caveat
In the second half of 2021, aster-

oid Wuhan will be transiting the sign of 
Cancer over the USA Venus, Jupiter, Sun, 
and Mercury, and finally opposing the 
USA Pluto,—which in its conjunction with 

THE 
ASTEROIDS 

ANGELS AND 
DAIMONS

Column by  

Brenda Wilson

I offer here another deep dive into consid-
erations of the impactful Wuhan aster-
oid which led me to a consideration of 

daimons of Fate and Fortune, with inspira-
tion taken from Demetra George. 

Heavens to Murgatroyd!  
The Wuhan Asteroid

As hoped, the recent ingress of Jupiter 
in Pisces brought brief reprieve from the 
impact of the Saturn/Pluto and Jupiter/
Saturn conjunctions, respectively. Now, 
however, we find Jupiter has retrograd-
ed back into Aquarius, under Saturn’s 
rule, heralding perilous expansion with 
new airborne virus variants that pose a 
worsening danger to unvaccinated and 
vaccinated people alike. The Coronavirus 
once again takes center stage, burdening 
humanity with inconvenient and pesky 
existential demands. 

Looking back for a moment, the 
Jupiter/Saturn conjunction at 1° Aquarius in 
December 2020 brought with it the discov-
ery of a virulent new strain of Coronavirus 
that had superior expansion capabilities—
the Delta variant. What’s more, the Wuhan 
asteroid was powerfully activating that mix 
of Jupiter/Saturn (expansion and contrac-
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tion) energies, co-mingling “in the air” 
sign of Aquarius. 

The Uranian Surprise
In June 2021, the Solar Eclipse in 

Gemini exactly synchronized with the 
Wuhan conjunction to Uranus at 15° 
Taurus. In classic Uranian style, this light-
ning-strike moment brought a sudden 
uptick in this shocking new wave of the 
supervirus to the foreground. The asteroid 
Koronis perfected the eclipsed Sun at 19° 
and transited the sign of Gemini across 
the North Node and other sensitive eclipse 
points, thus heralding change for both col-
lective and individual destinies across the 
world, in real time. A new chapter/variant 
was unleashed, for better or worse, in this 
next phase of the Coronavirus chronicle.

By early July 2021, the USA reported 
a 50% increase in Delta variant contrac-
tions. By late July, the asteroid Wuhan 
itself moved into Gemini to conjunct the 
North Node: the compass point of destiny. 
As a collective symbol, the North Node is 
the head of the dragon that guides us all 
forward, and so the Wuhan controversy 
remains in the forefront of our minds, 
challenging us to step outside our comfort 
zone and confront it head on. Furthermore, 
the North Node indicates an increase and 
acceleration of the matters at hand. 

The Wuhan asteroid hit the North 
Node at 8° Gemini. This degree synchroniz-
es with the activation point of the Lunar 
Eclipse of November 30, 2020. The symbol-
ogy points to humanity getting in its own 
way. Earth (humanity) moves in front of the 
Moon to block the light source (Sun), there-
by darkening the luminary. In Hellenistic 
astrology, light equals life. This symbology 
can portend an increased loss of life.  In 
most cases, this loss is by our own doing, 
or, better stated, undoing. The unravelling 
of ourselves can be seen in the refusal 
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Saturn at 23° Capricorn marked the onset 
of the pandemic.. There is hope for another 
reprieve, however, as Jupiter moves back 
into its night domicile, Pisces, at the end of 
this year, 2021. 

This is a cautionary statement because 
that reprieve could be short-lived due to 
the Jupiter/Neptune conjunction in April 
2022. With Jupiter being a grandiose pro-
liferator and Neptune classically a symbol 
of illness (and mass delusion) — especially 
contagious diseases — further challeng-
es with the virus could manifest. So, this 
Jupiter/Neptune conjunction may bring a 
third wave, yet perhaps only isolated inci-
dences, as witnessed in the 1918 pandemic. 
The caveat to all of this is that during this 
conjunction, asteroid Wuhan will be at 18° 

Cancer, the midpoint between the USA Sun 
at 13° and USA Mercury at 23° Cancer. 

Thankfully, I see no more major plane-
tary conjunctions with the Wuhan asteroid, 
in the near future. It is moving through the 
zodiac behind all the personal planets and 
has completed transits to the long-cycle, 
generational planets. 

The final act to watch for is in the year 
2023, when we will have the South Node 
and Wuhan rejoining at the time of the lunar 
eclipse on May 5th at 14° Scorpio, with the 
Wuhan asteroid close and co-present at 9° 
Scorpio. Wuhan and the South Node will 
then perfect within days after this eclipse. 
The last time the South Node and Wuhan 
collided by degree was at 6° Capricorn, 
during the time of the Saturn/Pluto con-
junction at 23° Capricorn in January 2020. 
Notably, the exact conjunction of the South 
Node and Wuhan was within a 2° orb of the 
December 2019 Solar Eclipse in Capricorn, 
kicking off this whole affair. 

2023 will continue to be a year of 
deconstruction for the big governmental 
structures that are crumbling under this 
plague. Saturn will remain in its domicile, 
Aquarius, until March 2023, signaling a 
time of cautious and revolutionary rebuild-
ing. As stated in the original Wuhan article, 
(https://demetra-george.com/blog/aster-
oid-wuhan) this collective experience will 
be active until 2023-2024. Wuhan finally 
makes a return to Capricorn in 2024 to 
complete the cycle, as Pluto exits the sign. 

It will also be interesting to watch 
the Pluto/Wuhan reunion unfold in the 
new sign and backdrop of Aquarius in the 

subsequent time frame. My hope is for 
an upgrade in the new cycle to a more 
encouraging rather than dystopian para-
digm. The presence of our free will makes 
the outcome uncertain, — whether we can 
learn from collective and individual choices 
driven by nihilism and narcissism.  

It is my estimation that things will 
remain critical until the end of this year, 
and they will begin to heal with Jupiter 
in Pisces, along with Saturn in Aquarius, 
each empowered in their domicile, but not 
without some messes, bumps, and hiccups 
along the way.

 Angels and Daimons
“…the starry vault of heaven is indeed 

an open book of cosmic projection.”  
Carl Jung

My study of the astonishing synchro-
nicity associated with the Wuhan asteroid, 
got me to thinking of the relationship 
between asteroids and the concept of 
daimons. Daimons represent a very partic-
ular personal genius and destiny.

 I have continued my research and 
inquiry into Demetra George’s ideation of 
the asteroids as forms of daimons where 
ancient cosmology refers to daimons being 
arbiters of Fate. Please visit www.demetra-
george.com to find her asteroid resource 
page, where she has published anecdotes, 
interviews, webinars, workshops, and more. 

In summation, Demetra’s inquiry led 
her to ask the question: Could asteroids cor-
relate to daimon spirits of the ancient world?

Daimon spirits in the ancient cosmo-
logical world view were, in Demetra’s words, 

“semi-divine spirits that were tiny and 
invisible. There were thousands of them. They 
were the attendants of the planets in the 
Corpus Hermeticum, who went about taking 
care of the details of the planetary decrees.” 
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Demetra poses the notion that the 
asteroids are both literal (planetoid) and 
symbolic manifestations of the thousands 
of tiny, invisible, fated planetary decrees 
set by zodiacal degree and moving though 
the sky vault. She brilliantly blends the 
new, emerging, and trackable asteroid 
ephemerides of modern discovery with the 
ancient cosmological worldview,  creating 
a bridge between the ancient and modern 
astrological worlds. 

She furthers the discussion in pre-
senting the idea and myth of the Moirai: 
the three goddesses who perpetuated fate 
and personified the inescapable destiny of 
Man. The Moirai are allotted and assigned 
to every person, their fate and share of 
life. They were immortals that spun the 
thread of life, measured it out, and cut it. 
The gods were powerless to change it. The 

three sisters: Klotho, the spinner, Lachesis, 
the measurer, and Atropos, the cutter of 
the life thread, together allotted the fates. 
It is remarkable that all three fates and the 
word Moira are now assigned asteroids in 
the sky. As a hypothesis, we could poten-
tially consider these asteroids in a chart to 
see one’s manifested fate as placements in 
the nativity especially when conjunct plan-
ets or other sensitive points by a 2° orb. 

Hellenistic Astrology into antiquity — 
specifically the Chaldeans, Zoroastrians, 
and Greeks—define the daimon in several 
ways: as “character”, “destiny”, “individual-
ity”,  and my favorite — “genius”.  Dorian 
Greenbaum, PhD, has produced a rich and 
impressive tome on daimons in Hellenistic 

Astrology, available for download online 
in PDF. Dr. Greenbaum explores the ideas 
of Ptolemy and Porphyry and notably, the 
Myth of Er. The Myth of Er is a story of how 
the soul chooses a guardian daimon to 
assist incarnation and give it the astrologi-
cal signature that is appropriate in time.  

There are two noted approaches to 
knowing the daimon in the life of the native: 
theurgy—through invocation, conversation, 
and knowledge of the guardian spirit, and 
technical—through the study of the astro-
logical chart, via the “Housemaster” of the 
nativity, referred to as Oikopdespotes in 
the Hellenistic tradition.  

Both techniques place the daimon 
as the king of the life, steering the whole 
life and helping the soul gain access to 
the divine. 

Also presented is the compelling idea 
that in spite of theurgy and astrology, the 
gods conceal the future to “make the soul 
better.” The goal of theurgy and astrology 
is not to divine the future, but to refine the 
soul and become godlike. Thus, the daimon 
urges the soul toward virtue. The daimon is 
thought of as a dispenser and tutelary deity, 
serving as protector, guardian, or a patron-
like angel. 

The idea of guardian angel certainly 
falls within the category of personal daimon, 
and eventually, angelic quintiles (half a 
decan) were assigned to the zodiac degrees 
in the form of Kabbalistic Shem Angels, or 
names of God. These quintile angels have 
dominion rulership for every five zodiacal 
degrees. There are also asteroid angels, such 
as Angel, Raphaela, Michaela, and Gabriella. 
One can check the asteroid ephemeris to 
find these natal placements and consider 
them, perhaps, daimonic in nature. 

The daimon is an ancient idea, deeply 
rooted into the tropical zodiac chart itself. 
Each astrological chart erected, based on 
the 12 tropical houses, includes a house 
of the good daimon (11th house) and a 
house of the bad (6th house), thus directly 
built into the manifest astrological land-
scape and construct. 

So, not only is the daimonic spirit 
important to the specific life, but it is of 
great importance to the structure and 
placement in the backdrop of the cosmos. 
Daimons, therefore, affect all inquiries 
derived from tropical zodiacal astrologi-
cal chart analysis. In addition, the Arabic 
astrologers created the calculable lots, 
from which we find the Lot of Fortune 
and the Lot of Spirit (daimon) to be cen-
tral themes of time lord techniques from 
Hellenistic times, the Renaissance, and 
into the modern era. 

To conclude, modern era psycholo-
gist Carl Jung contemplated the daimon 

as “Genius in the Creative Life.” Jung used 
the term to indicate “something apart and 
unknown from the unconscious or the ego, 
an archetype or numinous imperative that 
is a higher authority than the intellect-and 
is universal, experienced in all people”. 

 From Jung’s contemplations from 
Memories and Reflections:

My contemporaries who could not see 
my [daimon’s] vision perceive me as only a 
fool rushing ahead.... The creative person 
has little power over his own life, he is not 
free. He is captive and driven by his daimon. 
Shamelessly, this power wrests away the 
heart from us. The Heavenly ones each 
demand such sacrifice, and if withheld, never 
has that led to good. The daimon manages 
things that one comes through, insistency 
sees to it. When the daimon is at work, one 
is always too close and too far. Only when 
it is silent can one achieve moderation. The 
daimon of creativity has ruthlessly had its 
way with me.”

Brenda Wilson is a professional astrologer, tarot 
diviner and  creative writer from the Central Coast of 
California.  She sometimes ghost writes and appears 
on You Tube under the name Starla Nightingale. She 
comes to this personal expression through studies 
as a naturalist, herbalist, botanist, Master gardener, 
anatomist, professional astrologer and  tarot diviner, 
Certified Orthopedic Sports Massage Therapist and 
Reiki Master. She is fascinated with wild creatures 
and natural phenomena. She has worked with wild 
birds, wild plants, wild gardens and wild humans of 
the best kind.  Her educational background includes 
a degree in English and Creative Writing with a spe-
cial focus in Shakespearian Literature in Cambridge, 
England. Additionally,  a perpetual student of 
Astrology with over 30 years inquiry invested into 
astrology and tarot. She hopes you enjoy this fun 
fusion of eclectic gifts gathered from distant corners 
of the galaxy. Brenda is open for personal astrology 
readings grounded in Ancient Hellenistic Techniques 
to help you locate your personal daimons. You can 
contact her at goodheavensastro@gmail.com
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PRICE •  $295 US or $180 FOR GREEK & TURKISH RESIDENTS  

(USE DISCOUNT CODE LOCAL180)

PLACE •  LOVELY SUBURB OF GLYFADA IN THE SOUTH ATHENS AREA

Peer Group in Greece 

Participating in the Peer Group Process 
 is a step toward OPA CERTIFICATION

(Must have min 6 months paid practice as an astrologer)
. 

NOVEMBER 19-21, 2021
10AM TO 6PM – LOCAL GREECE TIME (EET)

In Person in Greece  
with  Alexandra 
Karacostas  
as group facilitator!

QUESTIONS:  CONTACT ALEXANDRA 
ALEXANDRAKARACOSTAS@YAHOO.COM

Join Us!

OPAastrologyEvents.orgREGISTER at
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INTRO TO JENN 
We’d like to welcome Jenn Zahrt as a new member of OPA!

Jenn Zahrt, PhD has been an astrologer for over two decades. 
In addition to seeing clients and teaching classes, she serves the 
community through her publishing houses (Sophia Centre Press, 
Revelore Press), and has a record of non-profit service (former 
board member of Kepler College of Astrological Arts and Sciences 
and the Association for Young Astrologers). Dr. Zahrt also holds an 
MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology from the Sophia Centre 
at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, and is an Honorary 
Research Fellow there (2017–2022). She uses traditional and mod-
ern techniques to help people find their radiant spark.

PERSONAL
Right off the bat, there’s something exceptional about to be 
delivered in your world that’s of potential interest to all of us 
here in OPA-land…
Tell us what’s happening …

This fall, I’ll be unveiling the Celestial Arts Education Library 
(CAELi) in Olympia, Washington, featuring over four thousand 
volumes of astrology books and research archives. We just found 
the right building to host it, and we are now moving in, setting 
up the library, and getting ready to invite the community to come 
research, browse, and enjoy!

What’s the brief backstory to this project?
In 2015, when I served on the Board of Trustees of Kepler 

College, I spearheaded the effort to bring their library out of stor-
age and into a facility. 

This year during the pandemic, it became untenable for 
Kepler to continue operating a physical library in addition to their 
virtual school. Meanwhile, I had spent the last half-decade person-
ally collecting other collections (most notably the rest of Michael 
Erlewine’s Heart Center Library in Big Rapids, Michigan), and so I 
approached the Kepler Board to purchase their library and add it 
to the founding collections of CAELi. 

This new research library refers to “Celestial Arts Education” 
to be as inclusive as possible regarding the various ways humans 
have approached understanding the sky and understanding our-
selves through the sky. As the pandemic wanes, I hope to establish 
a robust youth program to get “star stuff” into minds and hearts as 
early as possible, and to offer a competitive astrologer-in-residence 
program to promote in-depth research.

In addition to this ambitious venture, what’s also cooking for 
you in your life? What right now is at the heart of the matter 
for you?

My aim has always been to create a cataloguing problem for 
librarians, namely, to publish so many citable, vetted studies of the 
history and culture of astrology, that our sheer shelf space proves 
that we are “academic enough” to be included in the hallowed 
grounds of the Ivory Tower. All of my professional work is oriented 
toward this decades-long goal.

Your Instagram posts share beautifully that you became a 
mother in early 2020...How has that changed you?

I used to spend 25 hours a day, eight days a week editing, 
publishing, teaching, advocating… and now I get to spend maybe 
25 hours a week doing so. My goals have expanded to include rais-
ing a phenomenal human and modeling for her what women are 
capable of in this world.

Share a little of your family/cultural background?
When I applied to NYU (where I went to college), my essay 

contained a Walt Whitman quote about contradictions, “…I am 
large, I contain multitudes.” Both my biological parents were in 
the military, and they divorced and remarried by the time I was 
three. So, I not only grew up with four parents, but I moved no less 
than 13 times before the age of 15. All of this has made me hugely 
adaptable to new situations and very adventurous.

Religious/spiritual background and/or conditioning? 
Officially, I was raised American Anglican, however, when I was 

six, my cousin died of a terminal illness. When I asked my Jewish 
stepmom what happens after death, her answer differed consid-
erably from what my dad told me. I decided neither of them were 
right and committed right then and there to being devoutly agnos-
tic. It wasn’t until I started learning astrology at 15 that I finally felt 
like I was getting some concrete answers from <gestures widely> 
whatever it is that is responsible for manifest reality. Astrology 
answered my calls, when God wasn’t picking up the line.

Interview with  
                 Jenn Zahrt

This fall, I’ll be unveiling the Celestial 
Arts Education Library (CAELi) in 

Olympia, Washington, featuring over 
four thousand volumes of astrology 

books and research archives.
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Spiritual orientation:  Do you align with any tradition and/or 
follow any particular practice(s)? 

If I had to give it a label, I’d call it deep animism. Prayer 
as a non-anthropomorphic paying-close-attention to the life-
world around you, that precedes you, and that will exist long 
after your spark of consciousness is gone. We are ultimately 
irrelevant, but for our capacity to love, and be active, sensitive 
participants in this strange place while we are here.

Formal Education: 
• Congress Bundestag Youth Exchange fellow (1998–1999)
• Full IB Diploma (2001)
• BA in Continental Philosophy, Gallatin School of Individualized 

Study, NYU (2004)
• MA in German, UC Berkeley (2005)
• PhD in German, UC Berkeley (2012)
• Certificate in Digital Publishing, University of Washington 

(2015)
• MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology, Sophia Centre for 

the Study of Cosmology in Culture (2016)
• Certificate in Nonprofit Management, University of 

Washington (2017)

Informal Education: (you can be brief, quippy, out-of-bounds)
One of my most deeply rewarding experiences was volun-

teering at Circle of Care in Oakland, CA. We helped create a grief 
support group for children who had lost parents due to sudden 
trauma (car crashes or violence). Nothing can replace the beauty 
of seeing children learn they are not alone in mourning the loss of 
a caregiver. I wish more programs like this existed for this invisible 
group of grievers.

You seem to have an affinity and orientation to classical 
expressions from earlier epochs. How did that evolve/where 
did that get sparked?

If we go back to the earliest roots, my Ohma used to live 
across from the Dayton Art Museum. When I would stay with 
her, we used to go there and walk the halls for hours, and she 
would let me explain the art to her, even though I had no idea 
what we were looking at. When she passed in 2015, I visited 
the museum after her burial, and when I saw the art again, I real-
ized that her decision to take me there repeatedly exposed me to 
a global range of art styles that still influence me to this day. She 
planted the seeds in that museum.

Looking at your public offerings, what stands out for me 
immediately is an expression of a refined aesthetic...Speak to 
that, if you will...its importance, how it developed, when you 
first noticed it in yourself…

Art has been a companion since my earliest days. As I pro-
gressed through academics, I always kept one finger in the clay, 
one paint brush at the ready, one Wacom® tablet plugged into 
Adobe Photoshop®. When I process new information, I always think 
about the aesthetic components. The magnet of astrology has 
been how visually robust it can be. To see the quality of time! 

Put another way, I have always enjoyed details, zooming in on 
what is usually overlooked, defamiliarizing the world around us. To 
do that, I occupy a certain vantage point. Overtime, consistently 
showing up from that angle produces a visual cohesion. When I 
would come back from trips and share my photos, my stepfather 
used to ask me “where are the people?” – my eye orients toward 
the architectural, the geological, the microscopic, and the textures 
and patterns of nonhuman forms. I’m not a portrait artist.

What might you say is the most challenging thing about you 
(for yourself and/or for others)?

I suffer from that classic Libra issue: “You can do anything you 
want, as long as you do it my way.”  I think I heard Michael Lutin 
phrase it like that. Perhaps it comes from my Germanic roots. Once 
I find an efficient way to accomplish a task, I hate (seeing others) 
wasting time or energy doing it differently. My experiences in 
South Africa and Mongolia have helped ease that trait, and I’m still 
working on it, but it’s quite deeply engrained. 

Sophia Centre Press, Bath, UK Cape Town, South Africa
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What’s the best thing about you? If there are several, go for it. 
In the unlikely event you are feeling too demure to say, pay it 
no heed.

Being able to translate complex concepts into easy language 
so people can learn. Seeing someone’s intentions for themselves or 
their future and getting them amped and inspired to take the leap 
and make their dreams real.

You never tried… 
Bungee jumping.

You can’t refuse… 
A plane ticket. I love travel.

What constitutes re-creation and playtime for you? 
Cooking from scratch. In 2008, I found this amazing salsa 

cookbook compiled by the women of Anderson Valley, CA. Life 
changing. I derive extreme pleasure from making excellent salsa.

Your favorite places on earth?
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. Cape Town, South Africa. Leipzig, 

Germany. And Bristol, UK.

If we use the frame of life as having evolutionary lessons, how 
might you characterize yours at this time?

We could use that frame, however I fundamentally disagree 
with the idea of evolution as being a move toward improvement 
along a hierarchical axis of constantly getting better. Things are also 
constantly getting worse. As my friend Jay Cech once put it to me: 
“The future will be both infinitely better and surprisingly degraded 
from the present.” That said, I think that I am a product of my near-
Full Moon lunation birth. My waxing Gibbous phase permeates all.

Sun, Moon, Ascendant, MC if you care to share one, or all? 
Libra Sun, Aries Moon, Aquarius Rising

YOUR PROFESSIONAL 
ASTROLOGY PRACTICE
What was/were your livelihood(s) before becoming profession-
al, and how did you transition to full-time?

After graduating with my PhD, I entered the publishing world, 
rather than pursuing a perilous and exploitative adjunct track 
toward tenured professorship. While I had been privately practic-
ing astrology since 1997, in 2012 I decided to go to Rod Suskin’s 
School of Astrology to professionalize myself. Best decision I could 
have ever made. Rod really sharpens your mental pencil when it 
comes to being a practicing professional astrologer.

Was there an astrological AHA moment or two, when you knew 
an astrological path was for you?

From the get go!
At 15, I was grounded for I-forget-what, and my parents took 

away my computer, which meant my lifeline to AOL chatrooms (yes, 
I’m that old) and such. I was so depressed. My German teacher from 
high school, Gary Lorentzen, asked me for my chart details and sent 
me to Powell’s books with a list. I got an ephemeris, a book of tables, 
and two atlases. I had to learn how to calculate charts by hand, and 

once I realized that my being grounded coincided with Saturn in 
Aries sitting on my Moon, and that this isolating punishment would 
let up once Saturn was out of orb, and then, when it moved on, I felt 
it happen. I was sold. I was also incensed that people couldn’t learn 
the practice of astrology in school or in universities. It became my 
life mission to combat this prejudice.

Your prime Astrology teachers, influences, and inspirations?
Gary Lorentzen, mentioned above, happens to have been 

more than just a German teacher. He was also the former pres-
ident of OAA, and WSAA, lecturer at NORWAC, and incidentally 
a published poet in the pages of The Mountain Astrologer. When 
he and I met, he was designing the curriculum at Kepler College 
in Seattle, WA, which became my personal template for pursuing 
my BA individualized study at the Gallatin School at NYU. He was 
also friends with Nick Campion, who was making major strides in 
astrology and academia. Patrick Curry’s work on astrology in early 
modern England was hugely influential. I’ll never forget sitting at a 
pub with Nick and Patrick and thanking them both for not learning 
German so that I could do for the history of astrology in Germany 
what they have done for the history of astrology in England. They 
have been very supportive.

Describe the mission and a little of the history of  
Revelore Press....

Revelore began initially as a press that would risk publishing 
advanced books for the astrological community. Larger presses 
do not take chances on books with known small markets. I am not 
worried about the market size. Our community needs advanced 
books, and someone has to make them. I am also concerned with 
the way capitalism serves as a gatekeeper to art due to market 
forces. I would rather be bold and coherent with nonprofitable cul-
tural formations than dilute messages in the name of shareholders 
increasing bottom lines. We’ve had more than enough of that.

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
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The fundamental thread that carries through all Revelore pub-
lications is “liminality.” Astrology is a storytelling technology that 
offers ripe moments of liminal experience. When we communicate 
with the plant kingdom, we are also stretching our conscious-
ness to apprehend more than human ways of being. Everything 
Revelore publishes carries this essence of crossing boundaries and 
probing the limits of (human and nonhuman) consciousness.

3 (or more) never-lose or give-away-without-replacing astrol-
ogy books, which we understand might be a cruelly limiting 
question for an Astro-library connoisseur and curator?

Ha! What a cruel question. 
Lois Rodden’s 1973 Mercury Method of Chart Comparison, the 

best (and only!) synastry book you never knew you needed. Rod 
Suskin’s tiny Rules of Chart Interpretation (2008), which he wrote 
for his students, but is seriously useful for anyone who wants 
to get how to use traditional methods in context. And A History 
of Horoscopic Astrology by James H. Holden (1996), because we 
need to know where we come from. Many forms of astrology have 
existed throughout the centuries. Being a professional is not just 
charging money for consultations, but being aware of lineage and 
where your practice fits into the larger history of your profession.

Do you have particular areas of focus in your practice, in client 
work or teaching?

Most of my consultations are for location-based astrology. I 
love showing people how their charts map onto the Earth. 

Lately I have fallen off the Traditional wagon and plopped 
straight into the pool of asteroid astrology. I offer a consultation 
solely focused on Vesta’s placement in the chart. It’s been thor-
oughly rewarding to see how this asteroid opens up what really 
matters in someone’s life. When you tend to Vesta, you tend to the 
hearth that keeps your whole life nourished.

What do you feel are your greatest accomplishments to date 
in your astrology career?

Founding the Celestial Arts Education Library is certainly a 
pinnacle that unites everything else together under one roof. That 
said, being a Director of the Sophia Centre Press alongside Nick 
Campion is a true honour and privilege. At SCP we are on the front-

lines of publishing academic research into astrology. Over time, the 
impact will be unavoidable.

What do you experience as the great thing ... and the difficult 
thing about being an astrologer?

The great: creating deep and meaningful conversations in an 
instant. The difficult: seeing the oncoming trains.

What are your future aspirations for yourself in the field of 
astrology... to accomplish and/or to learn?

I’m still on the path to making that cataloguing problem for 
librarians. I want to foster research into astrology’s practice and 
history so we can create citable, vetted studies that, over time, will 
become an unavoidable presence in the annals of what is deemed 
official knowledge: our nation’s (and world’s) libraries. When 
someone says astrology isn’t “academic enough” to study, they’ll 
experience cognitive dissonance when they walk down the aisles 
of books that our community is about to create in places such as 
CAELi, but also in the Sophia Centre at the University of Wales. It 
will take all of us, coming together and putting our pens to paper 
(our pixels to ink?) to get this mission accomplished. I believe we 
can do it. 

What aspirations/visions do you have for the profession of 
astrology, as a whole?

See above.

What inspires you to be an OPA member?
OPA’s emphasis on professionalization is a very needed and 

attractive feature. I look forward to being a part of this community.

Any advice for those who would like to become professional 
astrologers?

One of the terrors and highlights of working in a field that 
does not have a bar association or licensing requirements is that 
you can tailor your practice to what you need it to be. 

Some ground rules though? Be ethical. Be authentic. Be 
humane. Be clear when someone wants something from you that 
you are not prepared for and point them to someone who can 
deliver that service. Invest in an automated scheduling system 
and do not be afraid to charge what you are worth, up front, with 
a strict cancellation policy. And, finally, participate. Keep learning, 
keep going to classes, lectures, conferences. Discover the lineage 
of your chosen astrological techniques, and the larger lineages of 
astrology in general, and state them when you give talks or write 
articles and books. Honor your ancestry in this deeply human, 
deeply ancient art.

CONTACT
Email: jz@celestialspark.com
Websites: www.jennzahrt.com
www.caeli.institute

Oxford, UK

R

http://www.jennzahrt.com
http://www.caeli.institute
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astrology was born; therefore, I will show 
you some of the earliest astrological finds 
that have come to us from the Greek and 
Egyptian world.

In figure 1 you see one of the oldest 
representations of the celestial sphere: 
you can see this Greek artifact in the Kugel 
collection in Paris. On this silver globe of 
the 2nd century B.C., the constellations 
are depicted according to the tradition 
of Hyginus. In the lower part, you can see 
the ecliptic line that crosses Scorpio and 
Sagittarius

Moving to Egypt, one of the most 
famous astrological items in Egyptian art 
is the Zodiac of Dendera (around 50 BC), 
an Egyptian star map representing the 12 
constellations, the 36 decans, and some 
planets. The sky is a large disk support-
ed by four celestial pillars in the form of 
women. In the outer circle of figure 2, near 
the hands of the women, you can see the 
36 decans. In the innermost circle, you can 
see the constellations and the zodiac signs. 
This piece also displays the solar and lunar 
eclipses that occurred in 52 and 51 BC.

Today, you can see this Zodiac at the 
Louvre Museum in Paris, though regretta-
bly, it was stolen from its original location 

S pirituality, music, astrology, 
painting… 

What do they have in common? 
These are all elements that are appar-

ently non-essential to human life but have 
proven to be inextricably intertwined with 
the evolution of humankind. Art, music, spir-
ituality, astrology — even though, in theory, 
they do not have a practical and concrete 
function (like mechanics, medicine, etc.) — 
always had great relevance in the collective 
experience. Clearly, this shows that they are 
embedded in human experience, and they 
are the expression of a fundamental compo-
nent of human nature.

Moreover, over the centuries, creativ-
ity, spirituality, and astrology have often 
merged to create wonderful artworks. I am 
so lucky to live in Italy: this fortune in place 
of birth has greatly helped me in discover-
ing how astrology has often accompanied 
art. This happened even in surprising ways: 
for example, by adorning the private rooms 
of Catholic Popes who, in public, were 
totally against Astrology.

I, therefore, invite you to follow me 
on a journey of discovery: we will see how 
astrology has often intertwined with artis-
tic expression in the Western world. Clearly, 

when I speak of the Western world, I 
include the Middle East, the cradle of astro-
logical studies.

I will lead you in this journey by show-
ing you some of the most well-known and 
interesting astrological artworks that came 
to us from different locations and moments 
in history.

THE FIRST ARTISTIC 
REPRESENTATIONS OF 
ASTROLOGY

Unfortunately, we only have a few 
fragments of ancient astrological arti-
facts coming from Mesopotamia where 

A JOURNEY IN ASTROLOGY 
AND WESTERN ART 

THROUGH THE CENTURIES
by Sonia Giudici
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Figure 1

Figure 2
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at the great Temple of Hator at Dendera in 
Egypt, and brought to France.

ASTROLOGY AND ART IN  
ANCIENT ROME

Let us move to the other side of the 
Mediterranean. When the Caesars ruled 
Rome, the idea that the destiny of every 
man lies in connection to celestial energies 
was deeply rooted in popular culture,  and 
the habit of planning activities according to 
astrological forecasts, was quite common. 
Even the emperors looked for answers in 
the sky, not only choosing personal astrolo-
gers but also themselves studying the texts 
of the great Greek astrologers.

The relationship between the Roman 
emperors and the stars is a rich source of 
surprises: Julius Caesar wrote an essay 
to astrology; Tiberius attended the most 
prestigious school of astrology of his time 
in Rhodes; the emperor Hadrian was him-
self an astrologer.

Though many Roman frescos have 
now disappeared, if we, nevertheless, 
consider coins’ design as an art, here is an 
interesting discovery that highlights the 
importance of astrology in ancient Rome. 
In figure 3, you can see the coin that the 
emperor Caesar Augustus struck in 18-16 
B.C., which bears on the back the symbol 
of Capricorn, his Sun sign. Actually, the Sun 
was in Libra at the time of birth but was 
in Capricorn at the time of his conception, 
a moment, in astrological terms, that the 
Romans held in great consideration.

ASTROLOGY AND ART IN PERSIA
Let us take a further leap in time and 

space to go to Persia: an area that gave a 
fundamental contribution to the devel-
opment of astrology. Persia is also known 
for a specific art form, —the miniature. In 
figure 4, I will show you one of my favor-
ite items— the astrological symbols taken 
from a collection of volumes and scat-
tered sheets called “Fanalma—the book of 
Omens”. It was a very widespread collection 
in the 16th and 17th centuries, popular 
at court and on the streets of Isfahan and 
Istanbul, — yet only four ‘monumental’ cop-
ies of these exceptional works remain. They 
are remarkable for their impressive scale 
and brilliantly painted images of prophets, 
heroes, villains, and signs of the zodiac, 
and was one of the most splendid tools 
the Persians used to gain insight into the 
unknown as it focused not only on astrolo-
gy but also on different esoteric disciplines.

In the miniature, we see a sign 
sequence that could be surprising: they 
are displayed from right to left, following 
the sense of Persian writing. Taking a clos-
er look at the drawing, you can see, for 

The Sun represents 
the hero in us all and 

places where the  
Sun rises afford an  

opportunity to shine. 
Certainly, Kennedy 
acted bravely, and 
the situation truly 

brought out the  
best in him. 

Figure 3

Figure 4
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example, the two-head figure, symboliz-
ing Gemini; Leo, depicted together with 
the Sun; Virgo, cutting ears of corn, and 
Scorpio, represented with an unusual dou-
ble image.

ART AND ASTROLOGY IN ITALY 
FROM THE MIDDLE AGES TO 
RENAISSANCE

 We may say that art mirrors the cul-
ture of a given moment in time. Therefore, 
by observing how often astrological sym-
bols are used in art, we may get a precise 
idea of the importance of astrology in the 
culture of a given historical period. 

Astrology was highly considered 
among European ruling classes between 
1200 and 1500 AD; in this period, from the 
Middle Ages to the Renaissance, European 
artists created the most remarkable cycles 
of astrological paintings and frescoes for 
kings, princes, and lords. 

Since many of the medieval fres-
coes were lost, we will focus on the 
Renaissance works. 

To have a better idea of how astrolo-
gy was integrated into Italian artworks in 
this period, I have chosen some examples 
of astrological frescoes in Ferrara, Perugia, 
and Rome, and the beautiful astronomical 
clock located in Cremona, a town in north-
ern Italy.

The Italian Renaissance was a gold-
en age for astrology, especially due to the 
popularity of Neo-Platonic philosophy. 
This approach claimed that man is deeply 
connected with the energies of nature, and 
this belief enhanced research and studies 
focusing on how to use those energies: 
astrology and alchemy, therefore, gained a 
great consideration.

Astrology was so important that it was 
also used for political propaganda. It was 
quite customary among sovereigns to justify 
their high status and ruling position with fea-
tures of their natal charts. In fact, elements of 

The Italian  
Renaissance was a 

golden age for  
astrology, especially 

thanks to the  
popularity of  
neo-platonic  
philosophy. 

ASTROLOGY AND WESTERN ART their charts were often represented sym-
bolically in the frescoes of their palaces.

One of the most impressive and 
well-preserved cycles of astrological fres-
coes is in Palazzo Schifanoia, in the Italian 
town of Ferrara. This artwork, created in 
1469-70, was meant to be the political 
manifesto of the greatness of the duke of 
Ferrara. The Room of the Months (figure 5) 
was a big room suitable for presentations of 
ambassadors and foreign delegations; the 
magnificent cycle of frescoes is displayed 
on its walls, and it is 24 meters long, and 7.5 
meters high (78 ft long and 25 ft high).

The themes were suggested by the 
astronomer, astrologer, and court librari-
an Pellegrino Prisciani.

Here below, you can see the frescoes 
representing Taurus and Cancer (figures 6 
and 7) that are rich in symbolism taken from 
the Egyptian astrological tradition. The three 
characters depicted in the frescos symbolize 
the three decans of each sign.

You can also find beautiful fres-
coes representing signs and planets in 
the Audience Hall of the building called 
“Collegio del Cambio” in the city of Perugia. 

In figure 8, you can see one of the details 
of the room painted by the famous painter 
Perugino in 1450. It displays Jupiter and the 
two signs ruled by this planet.  

In this town, you will also find, in the 
main square, a splendid medieval fountain 
(1275 A.D.) featuring the signs of the zodi-
ac carved in marble: if you happen to visit 

Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 7

 The frescoes  
in the Room of the 

Months are very rich 
in symbolism taken 
from the Egyptian 

astrological  
tradition. The three 
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the three decans  

of each sign. 
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We finish our journey in the 
Renaissance with the amazing astronom-
ical clock of the bell tower of the city of 
Cremona (figure 9), not far from Milan. For 

many centuries, in Europe, the munici-
pal clock was one of the most important 
points of the city because it regulated 
the rhythm of everyday life, as citizens 
were not equipped with personal clocks. 
The astrological references on the dial 
of the public clock testify to the impor-
tance of astrology in the local culture.

The famous tower in Cremona, called 
“Torrazzo” (meaning tall, solid tower), was 
built between 1200 and 1300, and features 
one of the biggest and most beautiful 
astronomical clocks in the world. The 
diameter is 8.4 meters - more than 27 feet: 
much more than Big Ben clock in London. 
The clock was built in 1588 but it is still 
working, and it is wound daily. The dial 
represents the vault of heaven and it is 
equipped with five hands providing infor-
mation on many astronomical phenomena: 
the sign of the Sun, the sign of the Moon, 
the phases of the Moon, the solstices and 
equinoxes, and Eclipses. The hand of the 
dragon, equipped with a head and a tail 
(in Latin, “caput draconis-cauda draconis” ), 
signals Lunar and Solar Eclipses. 

LEONARDO’S LAST SUPPER
In many cases, connections to astrol-

ogy were not explicit but hidden in the 
painting, as during the Renaissance period, 
symbolism and metaphors were highly 
regarded.

Here, is a very famous example of 
hidden astrological references… One of 
Leonardo da Vinci’s most famous paint-
ings, “The Last Supper”, located in Milan 
(figure 10), is conceived and structured 
according to a precise astrological order. 
Leonardo, following the philosophical 
current of Platonism, considered the ter-
restrial and celestial worlds as linked by 
a constant exchange of forces. As he wrote 
in the Codex Trivulzianus, a collection of his 
drawings and writings: “our body is subject 
to the sky and the sky is subject to the spirit”.

In the Last Supper, we can see the 12 
apostles (12 like the signs of the zodiac) 
next to Christ who stands at the centre, 
and each one corresponds to a sign and 
embodies its characteristics. 

The characters form four groups of 
three disciples symbolizing the three 
months of each season.

You may not be aware that Leonardo 
wrote from right to left and, in fact, the 
12 apostles are associated with the signs 
from right to left. Taking a closer look at 
the original fresco (figure 10) we may 
notice a few interesting details: the spring–
summer side is painted in a brighter light 
and the autumn-winter side is darker. 
Furthermore, as you can see in figure 11, 
the two figures associated with the sign 

The famous tower 
 in Cremona, called 

“Torrazzo” (meaning 
tall, solid tower), 

was built between 
1200 and 1300, and 

features one of  
the biggest and 
most beautiful  

astronomical clocks 
in the world.

Rome, take the opportunity to extend your 
trip to Perugia and admire both of them.

Astrology was also present in religious 
buildings; despite the strong opposition of 
the Catholic Church to astrology, paradox-
ically, many Popes asked painters of the 
time to represent signs and planets in their 
private apartments. For example, there 
are astrological frescoes in the “Hall of 
the Sibyls” in the Borgia apartment in the 
Vatican Museum. In this cycle of frescoes 
commissioned by Pope Alexander VI and 
painted by Pinturicchio in 1492-1494, we 
find many astrological symbols and plan-
ets, each with its corresponding human, 
social, and professional categories, such as 
Mars and warriors, Mercury and merchants, 
etc.  The last image of the cycle depicts 
some astronomers-astrologers and the 
armillary sphere, the symbol of Astrology.

Figure 8

Figure 9
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Pisces  - dressed in blue and green, the 
colours of water, is just contemplating 
what is going on and not acting, as if he is 
aware that no human action/ reaction may 
change a divine plan.

ASTROLOGY IN THE ART OF  
1800 and 1900

With the Enlightenment, astrology lost 
its central role in European culture, but it 
regained importance in the second part of 
1800. In that period, Romanticism, a new 
cultural and artistic trend developed as a 
reaction to the rigidity of Enlightenment. 
This new artistic wave greatly re-evaluated 
the relationship between man and nature 

ASTROLOGY AND WESTERN ART

of Cancer and Libra (ruled by Moon and 
Venus) show feminine features despite 
being men. Moreover, Leonardo painted 
seven ideal lines departing from the head 
of Jesus: seven like the number of the plan-
ets known at that time.

Let us make some more connection 
between disciples’ appearance and the cor-
responding signs:

Simeon - Aries. 
The apostle shows Aries characteris-

tics: pronounced head and forehead as well 
as the pointed beard that recalls the typical 
profile of the animal. This apostle, a Zealot, 
belonged to a Jewish sect that sought to 
free Palestine from the Roman domain. 

Thaddeus - The Bull is a solid and 
stocky man, less active compared to Aries 
and Gemini. 

Matthew - Gemini is quick in his 
movements, has a slender elegance in his 
body, and gives the impression of speaking 
fluently and in a convincing way. 

Philip - Cancer is slightly bent indi-
cating a more emotional relationship with 
others, has a softer attitude and look; more-
over, he holds his hands as if they were the 
Cancer’s claws. 

Giacomo Maggiore - Leo, resembles 
leonine traits as he wears a golden robe 
and has long hair to the shoulders, more-
over, he moves with wide and dramatic 
gestures trying to get attention

Tomas - Virgo, raises the finger 
explaining to others what is right and 
wrong, but tries to avoid excessive visibility.

John - Libra has more Venusian fea-
tures. The inclination of the head shows 
that he is willing to listen to others.

Judas - Scorpio hides, and at the same 
time tries to convince John by touching 
him, showing, therefore, a strategic and 
persuasive approach. 

Peter - Sagittarius, is represented 
with the left arm bent and the right arm 
extended in a position similar to someone 
who is stretching a bow.

Andrew - Capricorn begins the 
sequence of the three heads in profile, 
dimly lit because they correspond to win-
ter. Andrew is the oldest, representing 
Capricorn. The hands are in a position of 
defense and protection as in the psycholo-
gy of the symbolized sign.

James Minor - Aquarius and 
Bartholomew - Pisces are the last two 
characters. James -Aquarius is portrayed 
with his hand outstretched toward Judas, 
therefore breaking the space pattern 
assigned to each disciple. Bartholomew- 

Peter - Sagittarius,  
is represented with 

the left arm bent 
and the right arm  

extended in a  
position similar to 
someone who is 

stretching a bow.

and the emotional dimension of human 
experience.

Astrology appeared in the works of 
some painters -the Symbolists and Art 
Nouveau artists, in particular. In the Art 
Nouveau artworks, natural elements and fem-
inine characters became crucial elements. 

In figure 12, you can see the famous 
1897 Calendar by Alfonse Mucha, Czech 
painter, illustrator, and graphic artist. It 
depicts, in fine details, the profile of a 
woman that recalls the image of a priestess, 
surrounded by the signs of the zodiac. This 
drawing became one of his most popular 
and iconic designs.

In 1906, a symbolist Lithuanian paint-
er, Ciurlionis, dedicated an entire cycle of 
paintings to astrological signs.  You can see 
Virgo in figure 13.

The theme of the 12 signs of the 
Zodiac also appeared in the works of the 
famous Spanish artist Salvador Dali, who 
released, in 1967, a surrealist series of litho-
graphs of the twelve signs of the zodiac. In 
the same years, psychedelic art often took 
up the theme of zodiacal symbolism.

I will point out that these works were 
created in a historical period in which the 
value of the relationship between man and 
nature was reconsidered, following the 

Figure  10

Figure  11
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plex universe, and humankind searches for 
a more balanced and intense relationship 
with nature, astrology is taken into greater 
consideration.

Moreover, considering our findings, it 
is worth highlighting an additional connec-
tion: in more recent times, astrology has 
gained relevance when feminine energy 
has been more valued and appreciated in 
art and culture: Renaissance, Romanticism, 
Art nouveau, the 60’s and 70’s.

The fact that our society is developing 
a growing consideration for nature, respect 
for feminine energy, and awareness of the 
connections between us and the cosmos, 
makes me hope that astrology can and will 
find a new role and relevance in the future. 
From these encouraging indicators, I hold 
that we will soon experience some expres-
sion of an astrological renaissance.

Sonia Giudici is a professional astrologer, work-
ing in Milan, Italy, where she also runs a train-
ing and consulting company. She is the director 
of the Italian School of Psychological Astrology 
“Astriepsiche, and writes an astrological blog that 
has more than 17,000 readers, as well as presenting 
at astrological conferences. Sonia has a degree in 
business administration, worked subsequently in 
international relation, and is currently studying for 
a degree in psychology. Beginning with a passion 
for astrology when she was sixteen, her formal 
astrological education includes a Diploma from 
an Italian astrology school and a Certificate from 
the Faculty of Astrological Studies in London. She 
confides: "the energy of my Aries Sun trine Neptune 
makes me believe that I can be an inspired profes-
sional and a good entrepreneur; the sensitivity of 
my Cancer Moon helps me to be a good mother; 
and Gemini Ascendant trine Uranus keeps question-
ing if all of this is actually true or not!"
sonia.giudici@gmail.com 
website: www.astriepsiche.it

intense process of industrialization of the 
1940s and 50s.  

CONCLUSIONS
Our journey has revealed that astro-

logical themes and symbols have been 
integrated into artworks, according to the 
relevance that astrology has had during 
different historical periods. In particular, 
astrology has had a greater role in artistic 
outlets during times when the prevailing 
culture put a stronger focus on the con-
nection between man and nature, and the 
emotional side of human experience.

When humankind succumbs to the 
illusion of dominating nature, art tends to 
ignore astrological themes (as what hap-
pened during the Enlightenment). On the 
contrary, when the culture recognizes that 
humans are part of a larger and more com 

The fact that our 
society is developing 

a growing  
consideration for 
nature, respect  

for feminine energy,  
and awareness of 
the connections  

between us and the 
cosmos, makes me 

hope that astrology 
can and will find  
a new role and  

relevance in 
 the future. 

Figure  12

Figure  13
R
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for great conversations about astrology and current events:
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